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tYuger, John 82: 

Cruii-kfihank, llev.Wm. 219.220: 

Culbcrt. IVK-.t. W. A. M. :»6 

Curric,Jobik 276.311; 

CurllP, Caleb 181' 

Cuddeback, ntcr 146. 

Cunningham, Abncr 87,80. 

•« Rev. Mr. 218 



CiiMhrnan. li/>bL-it 310 

( h.irlcH 319 

rh.M-. r. i43.i:>2,ii>j| 

252.204.3111 
Cypl'or \i.*.s K 216 

l)itken:<, ]:id«T 226 

Dah-i^, i:ov. J.B. 256 

Dalson, TuneH 43 

Dalbon. J«din 43,52 

Dan^-Kammer 12,15,127,129 

Imnskin, Williiim 191 

James ami Mrs. 216 

Darby, ihinicl 52 

" D««njamin .'42,04 

Ihirlin;?, Villiam 52 

David.s John 140 

*• David 181 

Davifl, Anthunv 247 

»• Oliver * UC,117,1CC 

*' Matthew 181 

*» K< v. LuLv 2:.1,2:4,227 

Day, William 52 

" r. 189 

Dean, Juhn 35 

DfCtindreii, F. W. 170 

Decker, Jolrn 1 13.157,179 

•• Jaeoh, Jr. 139 

" Comeliua 139 

M<.M^ 1. 183 

Doerpark, M-ttlcmczit of 34 

DcGro\e Family 294,205 

Adolph 80,81,97,06 

200,201,295,300 

Mn.Adolph 191,305 

•* Adolph, Jr. 205 

Wilham 395 

John 81,295 

Dil^et 129 

Demott, Mitba<l 37,47 

*' Jamos 43 

Isaac 43,53.106 

Denes, Daniel 139,140 

IXenniston, David 87,80,354 

" Alexander, Sr. 181 

Alexander 114,116 

118,186 

JamoH 118,311 

llobbrt 147,248 

George 183 

John 816 

&AbercromMe 06 

Denton, I>anl. 33,43,53,65,378 

•• Daniel, Jr. AS 

Jus. 37.43,52,56,81,160 

Bamuel 39,41,53 

*• Jonathan SO 

*• Jonas 41 

Gilbert 48 

Nehemiah 44,03,187 

177,278 

Gabriel 254 

K. B. 356 

llobcrt 378 

DtpMf^f istmis 58,395 

Du VcbdJ ^, a f>. ^ ] li p'^1 351 

Dorinc^ JOMl^h 326 

DuViu, Buawl 53.55 

DFTlint Diinle] 237 

Jl^Vol!, Oforfft 63 

I)tVrii:i?, IX l^tloir+:ii 12,139 

D^Witti ChftTlr^ 63 

Andrew 1-12,146,816 

•• Margaret 367 

'« Cornelius 173 

Jacob K. 56,181 

•• Kev. Thomas 220 

•"» John 297 

DcWint, John Peter 06,108,119 

145,146,147,154,159 

170,171,179,191 



INDEX. 



Doyo, Maria 279 

" Christian 279; 

<« Jlcndrick 231; 

I>e]MjnJ*jrf, Aaron 192| 

IHckAuii, JflJt. 11. U2, 133,136} 
DinimiLlEi Alphcuj 243, 

DitfmuL fiwcmip 101 > 

Botaon^H. W. 151, 

Dock* iW,nft,i;O.KC,177,178: 
Dodge, L« Ti 1 06, 1 AD, 157,253,258 



IrfTl P. 
Dolph, Robert R. 
Domaniiki, M. L. 
Don, Henry 
Dongan, Oor. 
Donaghy, John 
Donalkon, Isaac 
Donnelly, Peter 
** James 
176,231 
Donou^huLs C:L]tt 

'll^ffHoihtout) Jucjlt 

" Andrew J. 
Doyle, M. 
Drake, Charles 
" Uriah 
" "William 
*• Reuben 
" Phoebe 
John R. 



233; 

196, 

251 

4l| 

18,10,36; 

52 

52! 

41,52,92,100 

6,55,89,172 



Drnids 



176, 

244 

4Si 

91 

252,2571 

187 

143,1531 

157,184 

157; 

226 

227 

258 



KlliAon, John 


44,60 


** Benjamin 


223 


Ellis, John 


224,227 


Elmondorf, Coonradt 


181i 


** Cornelias 


181 


Elms, Oeorgo 


53,139 


•* John 


53, 


Elsworth, John 


43, 


** Benjamin 


140 


•♦ JamcM 45 


,140,181 


Moses 


140,181 


William 


47 


«« "Widow 139 


*• Josiah 


181 


Embury, Rcy. Philip 


229 


Emmet, T. A. 


110 


Emott, N. P. 


188,192 


Erskine, John 


243 


Emin, "William 


ISi! 


•• Charles 


192 


Esopus 


12,13,14 


Ettrick, Colonel 


138 


" Grove 


138,164 


Evans, Capt, John 
»* EliH. 


"•iS 


Everett Family 
«' Daniel 


103 


281; 


EiqioditioiL, Vauglian 


179; 


&"Wal-; 


bice 


58,93: 



(see Ancient)! 



DuBois, Mrs. Louis 16 

•• Mr. 43, 

" Daniel 52 

** Mrs. Ann 53 1 

" Major 59i 

Matthew 98 

«• David M. 155,249! 

" Lewis 182 
•< Nathaniel 133,144,146, 

147,185 

" Andries 231; 

** Amanda L. 209; 

•< John 203 

Doer, John 115 

HnBf, B0T. Patrick 28?! 

■'"rw, Mattiew 222^ 

OO&d, EgbflTt 53, 

" , Uobcrt 161,162, 

, MichAel 83 

, foacpU 52 

** Jeremiah 52 

«« William 52 

" John 184 

Duiland, Daniel 43,52; 

Eager, Samuel "W. 6,152,153* 

166,257 I 

«« John M. 158 

Ecker Family 282,283 

" Wolvort 47,49,50,51,104; 

106,130,182,273,282 

•« William 130,185,283, 

" Isaac 283, 

(« Susan 283 

•« Deborah 283 

«• Phebo 283 

«< Sarah 283 

Ecker*B Ferry 137 

Edmeston, James 181 

Edmons, Bamuol 57 

Edwards, Thomas 52,140 

Eliot, Nathan 

«« " and Mary 227 

" Archibald 227 

«« Elisabeth 227, 

Elliott's Indian Qrammur 128, 

Ellison, Ths. 34,140,181,182,1971 

'• William 44,00,195; 



Fuirchild, Aaron 81,177,266! 
'* IIoRckiah 187; 

Falconer, Justus 28 

Falls, Samuel 43; 

•* Edward 43 

" Alexander, Sr. 181' 

« Alexander 99,155,172, 
" William n. 183,187,288 
•* Hiram 178,191,241 

Farmer's Company 178| 

Famam, John 151- 

Famum, Fructarick W, 150,1 sa 
Saml. J, l.^l,i:4,2ifi 
Farrington, UaiUol llrt>lM,lil 
155,103,221,214 
*• E. W. m, 145,153 

153,156. 18»,21B I 
Mrs. E. W. S15 

Dnntei, Jr. lual 

Fear, Thomaa 191 ] 

Fcbb, Christopher 110; 

Feber, Isaac £2,34; 

" CathftTuie 23, 

** Abraham 22, 

Fccf, Robert 181; 

Federal Party 114,115; 

Ferguson, J. 208 1 

'* Robert 215 

Ferry— 

Ncwburgh 84,167,168,169! 

Continental 160| 

New Windsor 169. 

Eckcr's 130, 

Rates 168,169; 

Boats 170,171,172j 



Fiero, Daniol 
** Anne Maria 
" Andrew 
« Johannes 

Filips, John 

Filkins, John 

Fire Department 



22,24 
22i 
22 
22 
140 
252 
86,172 
Fund 175 
172,173,174 



** Companies 

" Chief Engineer 175 

FiiTS 117,191,192,253 

Fischer, Johannes 22,23,26,27 

33,128 

«' Maria Barbara 22,27 

** John 189 



Fish, Joseph 52 

Fisher, Kcv. Isaac M. 219 

Fisk, Jonathan 105,109.110.114 

121,149,172,1%, 258 

291,306,307,308 

Fitzpatrick, John 237 

Fletcher, Gov. 36 

MUes J. 152 

Fletchcrdon, Manor of 19 

FlewwcUing, John 43,53,278 

Abel 43,52,53,278 

*» Morris 43,52,278 

John, Jr. 278 

Floyd, Samuel 196 

Footc, Eboncser 166,258 

" Justin 196 

Forbes, William 81 

Force, E. 173 

Forrest, Uov. Ur. Jtabert M3 

ForHyth, John 145Jie,117,151 

155.1 58, n2,2^S,3lO 

•• Hcv. John, IJ J3. 

«;HH3.3LaZl&.3]8,230 

2i4,25?,31l 

H. A, l45.l5S,l5ls3ll 

•« Ann 206 

Forsyth & Byram 191 

Fort Orange 13 

*' Amsterdam 13 

<* Montgomery & Clinton, 

Reduction of 59,182 

Forwarding Lines 176 

Foster, WUliam 52,130 

Foster, Elnathan 43,52,86,102 

196,199,231,232,233 

247,273 

•• John 52,56,130 

** Jeremiah 181 

'* Amos 181 

" Peter II. 206 

«• MaryS. 206 

Fostcrtown 130 

Fowler Family 274,277 

** Samuel 43,41,47,53.195 

231,233,275 
" Samuel, Jr. 232,275 
•* Nehemiah 52,275,278 
" Nehcmiah, Jr. 234 
M John 47,52,157,275 
*< Morris 41 

«« Thomas 52 

•« Isaac 45,52,101,157,275 
" Isaac, Jr. 52,56,275 
*• Caleb 275 

" Peter V.B. 209,212,275 
" M. V. B. 221,252,275 
«« Jacob V.B. 119,145,275 
«* Isaacs. 119,152,275,306 
»• Doct.David 157,196,247 

256,275,276 
" Gilbert O. 146,147,151 

183,276 
" David E. 271,277 

»• Isaac V. 277 

*« James W. 6,143,277 
I* Josiah 278 

*• Robert 151 

FouiiUin, William 140 

Foit John 43 

FojUiall, Manor of 19,86 

Fnuicr, Jamos 222,223 

Freeman, Rev. Jona. 201,251 
Freo Schoola (see Schools) 
Fry, Jacob 53 

Fuilcrtun, William 145,152,158 
»* & Fowler 192 

Furman, Nathan 37 



Gailey, O. 
Oalo^ Cornelius 
•• Joseph 



221 
"43 
140 



INDEX. 



G*Uuh«r. Ear. Kr. 331 

*< JuEXM &iiJ John lAl 
OuhtcIU Junw 140, 

UUI&4, Rdr. Ur. 7-l| 

Oftrdincr, Bilu 48,32,^13]; 

'■* Sunud ^ij. 

■* 0». W.lOl.lOfl.lOfll 

** Silu B. 274 

" Kobcrl ]OL,n»,lM 

" C.A. l74.i:ip»8a,SM 

CJimi> J<jbn IW 

Oaj- Liffht Ct-m panj J S6j 

OatoB, John &t 

ira,i.vi,3TO.sifl I 

liAlJcd, JohD, rtr, U0\ 

GpdfifFT, J. P. 151' 

*" JohoiiTii* tsi! 

Omrtl At Boyd llOl 

" « Halter 3a6! 

*' Jfn«L4 *Oft 

*■ ATiillnm U. M3,S0l 

O'TTin, WilliMn 110 

'■ 8finli aiO 

'' lUvtd 4«.»4a3a 

" Ele««r in, 133, 137^ 

>' ioKph, Jr. 61! 

" Piuiiel 117 1 

'' ELcucT, Jr. lia,M3 

'♦ Jonathon ISI,IM 

Oirbmfjiflwti, 1S3 

Oiltwn, Joseph «. 

" Jodah 194| 

OilCTUt, J. tei 

OildcT, Bet. John L. 337 

Oilcs* Jiiinc* 1** 

Gillie, Melcliior 31,140,263 

" Jacob 34.43,51, 13U9S4 

Oill«plo, Wm. O. 192,208,W^ 

I* SdilqaI 34S 

RftT. Hr, 103,331 

Oilmoro, Henry 337 

Oiati, John 23; 

GWbe, 3i,23.»*a7,3A,3B,W,ft3 

^,A5,«e,iQ«,iuajio,ni 

iam,lHlW,34l,24:^ 

Gwsd Tnnplftrt 253 

OoAlMll, Jobti 315,374 

QoldAmitli, Dunlvl 53 

" Jokbuii lS7j 

QomoE, SataaA 47,117,1^.140, 

Gordon, Oporgo ISfliiJCj 

" JobQ 143] 

Oorhiuii, Waltct H. 300,310 

LauTu A. 300 

Oosmin, Bebcrt F?1M1& 

GoxiTlAy , Roht . as, 1S7,31 3,21 5 

it ^Compakr 113 

OoTts LulhfiT IW) 

Qnhamt Ao^atw 35,30jl39 

Aodrtw 44. IM 

" Doctor 304 



Oraham, James 
*' R«r. Mr. 
" JamM Q. 
Oraj, Ber. John 
*< Jamea 
" E. W. 
Oreen, General 
«* Jewe 
<* Darid 
OxeenleaL John 
Oregorj, Samo 



47 
109 
145 
»7, 

«..S, 

179 

179; 

luell. 172 

George M. 206 

«< Samuel O. S71' 

" tflnuel B. 394, 

" ThamAi 344 

QiinTi Jamu 134 

Gtitfe^ Alexander 47,139, 

** Johji S2, 130,131' 

Oriiwold, ClutuiHy US 

»' Bdmoni If^lAA 

" I^r.t:dmiiiid£.352 

OnimJouii, J. B, |95 

Gakh, Mclchior £2,14,31,139 

13I>,M3 

*♦ Ajine CatljnrtJie M,tfia 

'* Hrinrith sa,M» 

-* Sfargarft «,»a 

KjihU. Jarrtli 43 

Ualgbt, Nfilwu 349,301 

" B4.-C. B- R. 

*^ IM t Jiinn-t 
ftnlljuluyj^f-hl 19« 

FUUrtl, Ji)H|ib ' 44 

HiLlkick.SAtniif'l «a 

Uitl^y. nov.tjitbor lOA »S,a&6 
HL+Lit^vl, ttcv* Mr. 323 

Mjut fi- aio 

*■ JitDM i33,ia« 

Ouu. i5t,i:ejT0^ 

" nrnrlwi Jr. 1^3,1S(J 

ttamlltoD, GtDl W. 

^t JamoB l47,i:a.iqo| 

I- Jimi*T. nt 

^^ Calliirloe 3m> 

ITiiTni'tnn, 12S,1^ 

FfiLDrixrk, Rrtyal B. 30a 

Hrnimpr, Robt-Tt 63 

'' F'rucift Ji3 

HfliMWlpterof 1T80 93 

HiirJ<V4tlf,Ja»^(jli $43 

EiJirileftbppgh,Col JulJ. WhIS^, 

'' Mdwlia 144 

** J. It aw 

Jobuinc^Jr. 1^ 

HiLrl%, \rm. 43^3Xt«JTB 

*' Oeofgo, W^ifi 

lUrViv, JiiJjih ]» 

l^Lirtiinb, Rvijl^rri IW 

H^ri-fJ", lUcUarJ 45 

HririfT-nilitifr, TU'v. Antlrrrw 331 

JTiirrH k Millar, l«l 

* Jamn 53 

' ' TbOETiiiiJ 139 

*' David 186 

'' MbiATd 172 .2iM 

HiuTiioii, Fr^ncla 46,8344° 

ILuTlfou'i I'atebt («« Patent) 

EInrtwklc,Rf>T. llr, 103 

fIai<lL'^[|,Joba 140J 



Haiibrouck Family 375,331 

" Ci.JonatlianSt,** 

:i9,4l,4.^.45.M,5i,W,M 

s:,:>3, 5^1, 1*4,105,177,1*3 

1^1, 263, 3M 

" MT11.C&L 103,101 

•< EliAs M,)31 

" lMLvr8»,ftt,LM.£^ 

•' Corn. Jl.-ii. 181,380 

" Jsjnathnn 114,145 

l»,ltiO,lCV,lfiJ,t:(i 

•* Ui 99,l3UlG2,m 

•• 2Crs33l 

" William C. 18,145 

UM83,l3fl,23L 

*'■ EluH 36,IM 

" JOtt^h l50,SttO 

CJUV.U. 1«,231 

(bifilel^Mrtft, F>lTAr'1 V»2 

Halcb, WlllUm P. 186 

lUTbiivi ty. Jubn 116 

** family S12 

OdeJ] S. 146.168,188 

188 J814 — Appendix 

WWlUua M. 180,814 

llatbrob, OpdI. 114 

Hav^TUi. mvH 802 

'^ Wraith 902 

H*^PTOpyor,Cl H. 186 

flAVkliL^, ryrtn.!^. & a a 188 

'* NfttbiitiidT. SU 

HiyfV4].4 118,167 

H*yt,fiHTbcn 152,192 

Unnnrd . .^umitl k& h 186 

HmdJ-?;r, Jfnn:ph 62 

H«aUi, O&iil. 00 

Be4Ke^ I*ool. Pliiut'in 80 

*« Juuatkui 144,140 

HMnt'tJl^iiry 140 

Eldi7i;<,M<itlMii ITS 

rhniLrlrk« nTi-bi] &J 

n^^JiT [ck* ,i 1] rifl I l^ui aa,27,33,lM 

Htrry, Kev Tfr. C, H. 109 

Hormuni'*, Hpt. Jtiliii r. Afi 

Hiualiiii Prittou^rfl 03 

Meuriln.Wininm 261 

llpyer, Rax. Wm. i^. 230 

Hlphy.Moflca |W.S3M.mJlira 

ihif\i tybOT'I £45:310 

fIlBli!4n,t Ijodgfl, 26« 

Hkfrbk^tl Acn^^my ^ 

Hillroih.Snndi 100 

Hill, I^Jki .UiD 05 

" Bov. Wbl IOT 

'* Btclmrd 101 

H FHdrr nutiri T. 226 

'» NathMlelP- 161 

" VilUaia 161 

HlUoD , JuDiiA 222,238 

MiiirlR. TlKifluiB 906 

HlniETi I/xl^u> 968 

li^iftlimd, Joba 172 

*' Ooor^ T. 906 

Hobiu-t, Bisbop 107 

Hotibk#, Solab Becvo 988 

ITofTTion, llormvnufl 20,964 

" 7j»fbarl.ifl 23,30,33,47 

129,1^,264 

'^ t HiurSfl 83 

HaTTnmii, JuIld 07,800 

1* Jciarph 07,98,110,117 

1T2;;0«,300 

Elolm^, Biirrju 88,48,45,62 

'* Reub«a 69,67 

Jlotmcv, Jo^L 48 

** VrWlUta 101 

M Puil<}l 231,288 

" (Gilbert 187,288,973 

" wyikm ?. 984 

HuU, L^l< 62 



S3C 



VI 



INDEX. 



Hooper, Stephen 



Hopkinf, Genl. Rcubcu 114,167| 



43 Jcssiip, Sylvonus 



TbomM 



172 Kockortluil, Ki^v. .hishim 21.22 
219| 23,25,26.27,28^1 



Honbeck, Jdio 63 Jowctt, Rev. WUIIam 232 KoBsath Ixxlgo 

HorUm, David 62 Johnes, Edw. R. 86.162.109.204: Kregier, CoL llArtin 

HoMck, AlexaiHter 216 <' Aarou P. I61,166,199j 

Hoteto 48,97 ,98,101,106 J16J119 '* Rev. Timothy 199 Udles of Newburgh 



Brom 

Boi\iamhi 

SIrWilllain 



120467,187492,262,812 Johiison's Patent 
Hongta , Doct. F. B. 136 Johnson , James 

Houston, Johnston k Co. 178 
** Nelson 188 

Howard, Ckpt. 71 

Howell , Phhieas 84 ,86 400 

" Benoni H. 87,142,164 

172476,264 

•« Pavid 97477,248 

" Edwardl06,109,169,247 

Hnbcrtfion, Hubert A Jacob 22 

Hudson, Daniel 200,201 

" Timothy 86,167 

<' Richard 94^7 

•' Henry 9,10,12 

« Riv. Bap. Assoc. 224 

<* River liodge 268 

HaU, A. Gerald 249 

Halse, George E. 172 

Homphrey , John 46,139440481 

«• Charles 121,187 

John, Jr. 181 

Jas. and David 181 



46 
80.99 
104 
160 
181 



Rev. Jeth. 228,224,227 



Doct. William 
William M. 206, 

James and Mrs. 
Johnston, John 
•* Abraham 
«« Charles 
»' W. M. N. 
" AFUls 

Thomas 181: 

John 188 

Robert 221 

Andrew 240 

Rev. Jas. R. 222! 
WiUlam 222^^! 
Rev. John 87,88,162 
199,202,203,204,206 



lAPayette, Genl. 
Landon, Rev. John 

*« Rev. Seymour 
Lander, I). T. 

'* Benjamin 
LaRoss, Peter 



192' law, James 



Bevridge & Co. 



258 
16,16 

116 

60.72,268 
220 
232 
187 

232,323 
139 
162 

119,810 
248 



216; LawremoreTJas. W. 

48,82 Uwroiice, Wm. 62,199.200,201 

62: « Bei\j. and John 52 

209,210, " Jacob 184 

208. »♦ John 139 

178;Law8on, Jno. D. 118.142444 ,149 

165.191— Appendix 

ru>bt. 151,187,191 do 

John 118,222 

John K. 175 

Josei»h 256 

John 222;223 

&Rabb 191 

& Buckinghum 191 



117,160: Jones, Rev.Cftvo 



Bunn, John S. 

" Peter F. 257;268| " C. A. 

Hunt, Moses 62 

Hanter, Gov. 261 

'« James 471 

•* Dr. John 243 

Hartin,Alft^D. 188 

Hutchins, John Nathan 42.83 

108^,246481 

" Family Almanac 108 

Hatchlnson, Rev. Aaron 231 

Hyatt, Urs. Stephen 106 Kciter, Tunis 



206*208,282447,266,817; l/>ader, John 



. , , 170 

109,113, Ledyard, John 118,147,148463 
110; 165,192 iind Api>eudix 



Hon. Nathaniel 161,260 Lee, Rev. JesRO 



Hon. John P. 

Robert W. 

Peter M. 

John 

E. A. 

BUlaga 

Rev.Doct, 



0| " Rev. R. P. 

172418] i/iFebre, Catharine 
183 Lefever, Margaretta 
1811 " Daniel 
189. Lendrum, George 
227 1 Leonard, Silas 

209416! 



Efydrophobia 
By&dman, Robert 



108i Kelly, John D. 



231 
2194220 
16 
264 
183 
240 
43 
62 
52,53 
150 



240 



IndebtednoBS of Town 118 
Indians, History of 1041,1248 
17-diieO!, 144748--Castles 
12.14.164a-Worship. 12,17, 
120,l3l~Names explained, 9, 
10,12,1842,128 
Knpressmont ot Seamen 
bfldelity, 8' 

Ingoldsby, Gov. 
' iFiunily 



Patrick 
" WiUiam 
'< Nelson 
*< 8tcwart and Mrs. 
Kelso, Thomas 

" James 
Kemp, Dr. John 
•* Robert D. 
Kennedy, Rev. John 



179 
188 
216 
186 
187 
216 
153,189 
232 



" James and William 
Insurance Companies 
Iron Works, Stanton k Co. 
Ireland, Thomas 
Isaacs, Capt. 
Ithaca, 



Jack, Rev. Alcxanticr 
Jackson, Ellas 

«♦ Richard 
^HfPir, Rev. S. n. 
James. Elder David 
Jamison, William 



George 
; " James 
62' *• Levi 
176,189,230 '* Hizabeth 
179 " Jane 

" Rev. I/JwlR 
» D. Gillis 260,252— Ap. 
liOslie, WiUiam 255,321 

« Alexander 255 

liester, John and Mary 
Leveridge, Caklass 
Lewis, Benjamin 
" Michael 
" Rev. Isaac 

Rev. John H. 

288{ Eemoghan, John 62,186i " Rev. Zephaniali 

146.298 " Zadoch 
232^ ' Benjamin F. 
169 " Judge Morgan 
181 ! " & CYowell 
83,103,244.246 Liboechain, Susanna 

166" Library— Newburgh, 261— Me- 
191 cfaanics 262-OiUiolic 2884^3 
137 —Theological 344, 253— Pub- 
237 School 263— School Dint. 253 
209 Life Guard 94,104 

140 IJlbuni, Adorn 152,153,183,188 



Kerr, George W. 150,156,260 
Rev. Robert 218 



Joseph 
-•>, Kcyes, Rev. Edwin R. 
120 KimbaU,Th08. &Son. 
Kimberg, John Matty s 
King, Richard " '" 
" Horatio 
« William 
King's Hill 
1341 Klnna, Rev. Mr. 
144 Kirtc, Rev. William n. 
202,212 Kirkland, Robert 
226:Klrkpatrick, Rev. Mr. 
46, Kip's Patent 



68 

812 

121,160 

218 



293 
224425 



227 

37 

63 

58 

201402 

207 

:. 232 

183 

191 

290 

254 

22 



196 Lillio, Rev. John 
(See Patent) Limo-Stone Hill 
John 119,151.152.322; Knapp.Uzal 189 Lindsay, George 

John B. 146462; Knap, Bei^. and Moses 62,63 Lindermiw, Jane 

I39I Knevels, John W. 146447 4 56 Little, John Jr. 



Janscu, Peter 

'* Abraliam 

•' Johanni'S T. 

" Johannes, Jr. 

•♦ F^bert 

•' John 

'• Thomas 
Jarvls, William B. 
Jonkinson, Isaac 
Jonnings, lie wis 

X k McKinstry 



144 219,252,256467 

144 " Isaac A. 

182 «• k Spalding 

161 «< A Leslie 
. 188 KniiBn, Daniel 

264 ** Gilbert 223,227 IXKkwood, Robert 

152,192 *' Lavina 227 " James 

189 Knoll, Michael Cliristian 294)1. '* Henry 

69 Knox, (ienl. 00,71.267; " ."^muel 

lOOl " Rev.Doct. 214' " Lrlah 



Andrew 
219 " William r. 
256! " k Kelly 
256 Little Pond 
47,52 L(H:k8U'a«l, Geo. 



204 
138 
216 
299 
143,210452 
223 
183 



137463 

25.32.139440 

62 

283 

55 

144 

155,179 
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Lw^wocMl, liowifl D. IM MoCamloy , Col. David 280. Uoncll, Jueopli 144 

" Thomas S. 172 •< Sandii 312 « John J. 06,143,153.160 

" Robert 187,2841 McCirrell, Rev. Dr. JoM>ph | l«l,190i»4-16-60-^2-6« 

" Gilbert 2341 210-ll>16-43-44i Montfurt, l>r. R. V. K. 341 

" Rembrt. 233-37-88! McOutoo, Rev. Dr. 214> yoore, (>ov. Henry 42 

Allen 28S! McCartney, J. AlexaD<lor 175| •* David 145.168 

Ixtgon, Samuel 64»184,1M,201 licCary , Patrick 38.41| Morcwiite, Jacob and Daniel 62 

*' Sally A. 208! McClaskey, Rev. John 280 MorRan's Riflemen 93 

lx>nK, Peter 140; McClelland, John 174.208-©! Moriarly, Rev. John D. 



IxmkklDfr, Joseph 136,284-36iMcaean,Cbmeliu8 181 

Lorn of the Crockett, Appendix! McClughan, Wm. and Mary 206 



Loud. Sylvanus 
Loveland, J. 
Low, Isaac 

" Doct. James 
lackey, Saml. and James 
LiuUow, Robert 

" (liarles 

" Sarah 
Laptondalc 
Utherloh, E. C. 
Lynch, Peter 

■' John 
Lyon, James 

" Rev. Mr. 
I^noF, Andrew 



233McCollam,SelahT. 
179' McConnell, Hugh 
49; McCrary, John 
188' McCroskery, John 
181! " John J. S. 

97 McCuHougfa, Thomas 

166,190 McC\itcheon, Hugh 
206 McDougal, Mi^). 0^1 

131,227 McDowell, Andrew 
81' " Ann 

281' McF3rath. Sarah 
192; McBachrnn, Rev. G. U. 
lM'McFarland,J 
288, Mc<>ahey, Owen 
247 «» Patrick 



I McGldon, Daniel 
Mace, Beig. H. 146,147,161,166 McGill, William 



188 

99,268 

46 

192 

176 

188 

176 

71 

181 

298 

206 

218 

192 

191^7 

161^7 

66 



Morrell. Charles A. 
Joseph 

" John 

•' John W. 

** Thomas 
MorrlH, Robert 

•' F. A. 
MorriMHi, IHict. 

" Robert 

Hugh 

» John 

Morton, Charles F. 
Mount, John k Co. 



160 

116,117167 

89,42.68,64 

117 

39,41^ 

74 

268 

39«4ia06 

43,62 

106 

116 

60,881 

178 



Mount C^rmel I^campmeniS68 



Much-Hattoos Hill 
MulIiner,Pet<*r 

" Alex. C. 
Mullock, JoM>ph 



Maclim, lliomas 
Mackey, Jurie Ann 
Mackcy, Tliankftil 
Mackic, Alexiinder 
Mackin, Charles 

" Rev. Mr. 
Mackneel, J. Jr. 
Maclay, Rev. Archibald 
Magregory, Peter 
Mailler Family 



64jMuusell,Jabez 
96,183' Mcintosh, Phlncas 83.189 140 Murderer's Creek 
House 187-074227-82, Murray, Rev. Dr. 



47 
227 
140 
161,287 
197 
140 
224 
189 



Mclntyre, Hark 287,301 
McJimpsey, Rev. Dr. 216-17-48 

McKey, Alexander 181 

McKif>«ock , Thomas 6 

Hugh 208 

McKunc, Eank» 209 

McLannen, Felix 48 



Wm. K. 691)6,161-62-63 

208-09-10,816 

« William 0. 178,316 

»> Wm. K. k Co. 178,181 

«< Wm. K. k Son 178 

Mais, Rev. Charles 224 

Mains, Rev. James 216-16 

MandeviU, David 64 

«' Francis 199 

« Jno. 92,96177-4^-61 

" Rev. G. IL 220 

Mangam, D. R. 166 

Mann, Alexander 189 

Manse, Jerry 181 

Mapes, Robert D. 186 

Marie, John 181 

Markbam.John 181 

Marlborough 46,128,199 

Marsh, Oncar 188 

" & Ferrb? 
Marston, James 62 

" Joshua 234 

Martain, David ft Hannah 227 
Martin, James 234-36 

Marvin, George 186 

Mason. Rev. Dr. 214-16-42-44 
«< Rev. Thomas 232 

Masonic Lo<lgos 99,268 



314 MclAren, Rev. Wm. 



288 



Rev. M. N. 210-17-19 Neely, John 



Rev. D. C. 243 

McLaughlin, 8. G. 249 

McUughry, Col. Jaa. 43,69,181 

McIiean,Nea) 62 

McMikhill, Joseph 181 

McMuUen, Rev. 8. H. 202-S-O 

McNear, Arnold and Mrs. 216 

McVey, John 181 

McWUliams, Rev. Alex 

Mead. Roswell 169 

Mecklem, George 191 

Mengo, Mr. 81 

Meynders, Burger 26.27,30,32 

33,84,96,182139,140,263 

" Burger, Jr. 140,283 

" Alexander 83 

Middlchopo 47428^37,231 

Miller. Alanson 188 

•' James 118 

" James W. 161 

'' Johannes 108 

" liOdewick and Pttt-r 181 

'• William 41J268 

*• & Smith 188.189 

Mills 93,132,136,166.266 

Mills, Rev. Nathan B. 231 

' Hope and Daviil 62 



Alexander 
Myers, Jacob 

" Henry B. 
Myrtle I>rgree I/Mlge 

Xational Grays 
Navy Yard 
Nealy, James 



187 

140481 

161.166,288 

170 

248 

12,18,96 

211 



216 

62 

188 

268 

164 
122 
181 
167 
179 
110 



Masters, Rev. F. R. 209 Military Organizations 66,181 

Matthews, Rev. Jas. M. 244-07 •* Rendez\'0U8 68.116; Newspapers 
Vincent 84,139 Militia, Services of 68,114,182 Niohols, Capt. 



Neptune, Loss of dloop 
Nestle, Michael 
New burgh and the War of 1812 
114_Appearance ot 117— Ar- 
my Disbanded at 77— Bay, 
Hudson in 9— Bible Society 
267— Branch R. R. 128148— 
Climate of 128— Gas UgtA Go. 
166— General Progress of 118 
—Guards 189u-Historlcal So. 
cioty 267— liCttcrs 61— Ixwa- 
tion of 127— IXKlge 268— I^r* 
ceonus 266— Market 9848^— 
Mission 44494— Mission So- 
ciety 267— Old Town Plot of 
33,128— Parish of 89128194 
—Plank Roads 144— Precinct 
of 46 ,128— Sabbath School So- 
ciety 267— Steam MUls 166— 
Town of 82,128— Volunteers 
188— Village Incorpor'd. 107, 
127— Waterworks 169—^^10. 
ling Company 164 
New Grange 134 

New Mills 133,104 

New Windsor, settlement of 86, 
60— Encampment at 00-Tem- 
pie at 67 



161 Milwaukie Light Guards 189 



William 



Mathew8on,Noah 

'* William 166' MiDii<ter's Rcbidencc 41,244,246! Nicholson, John 

McAliFtcr, Enos 237 Minor, Maria 210; Nicoll, John 

McAnley, John 07,98408-19^44 Mijislonary at NewWindBor 103 '« John, Jr. 
149-72-90,208-47.63-«7 Mitchell, William 37,226 •< Leonard 

John, Jr. 188| •< James N. 146 " Leonard D. 



McAnlcy's Hill 
McBrlde, John 
McGahiil.John 
McCallah, Rev. John 
McGann, Thomas 



166 



Rev. Mr. 



87,253 
69,61 

634U 

64,199 

181 

199,201 

277 

144 



Jt>hn D. 
183' MoOat, Rev. Mr. 199! Niveu, Daniel 80,89116,166,167 

237 Mond. John 140 213.216,247.290,828 

200, Monell, George 98,108.144160, •« Daniel, Jr. 98,172 

240! <« Gilbert C. 148463,267 '' Archibald C. 243 
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NIvcn, TUorulon M. 145-52-53- 
159-87.215-14-49 
Xixon, Dlwurd 255. 

Nog, Albert 174> 

North , Mj^or 78. 

Noy.fi, SAmiiol 148 

Aaron 161' 

Oakloy, Jaduou 151 ujid Apdx 

« Jacob 316 

<' & DaviA 06.178-80-02 

O'C^InKhau.Itoct. E. B. 1281 

OtiAtbnrpp^ itnv. 228' 

OUnr^ Davlfl 18i; 

^< WillLnm M. 243j 

OlArtud, RIfhArd A. 274 

iyMMI,Jamra 180 

lUko 22,131, I83,13fl, 

County I*oor House 140' 
'* IiO<lge 258 

*' nuASOTB 185 

Orders in Oouuril 113 

0»iteUly,Rev Plilllp 237 

" Rov. E. J. 237 

Orr. Tliomna 43.52 

Otibm, Ih-v. Jir M. 232.235 

OMnni. H«v. »r. 206 

Ontmas. St^libvti 52 

Oir?tui, Jonath^m 52.181 

I^ilnt^sr, Frx^lflrick 181 

Falatttif^^. :>i«p*^r*«l"ii tif 20 — In 
liHjl4iiiil 21— Trjin*jwrtotil to 
Aiq«irka Si— St^ttLtd at QuM- 
aftUrk 23— Virata ot 22— Pat- 
DtiLj to SA^l'ATidh 321t>3 | 
Falmcr , Tbonuu 4« ,50 ,56 .H.IM! 
6S, 
«Ti 



•hllIi|M. Rt'%-. ». T. 202-4 9- 12j 

Jolin 76 

«< Robert 76,233,274 

O. X. 115. 

'• Thomas, Jr. 121^78 

•' John I). 155-83-88^1! 

FHdcr Jaraea 226 

M^eq, ^tchool 251 

I'hiJliiHO. Frcdorl^it 263; 

^'hknnpy JIpv- Saiutic^l 231,257 

I *Ji i^i i^n, Hd^r C^^orgo 226 

r'lorrp. Rev TCm. 225 

nrrfe>fl A. 170 

rilfiitpre Bftv. Jnspjph 220, 

Plnckncy . I)oct, Jfili u 283; 

T'iuo, J(math.in 52 

Pitts, FHlas 145^,321 

Plank Roads 1:U,144: 

Plcdp* of AHSJciation 51,52.53 

Plottol, Joluuin<^ Jacob 22.24' 

Pompelly , Jamra 121 ] 

Pulhaniui}, Jacob 179' 

<< John 186. 

Portor, John 43 

PcAt, Alfred 148,252; 

»' nmrl.»aW. 102! 

]\»\ Ofllce, Coldenham 132 

Middlehopo 120, 

Xowburgb 166; 

Savill 131.164' 



Potts. Arthur 
Poi»o..John 
f*owd<r Millrt 
Powi'll Family 
'' Jai.-ob 



WillLim 
*■ Rov LKhii 

P»Tkdr,T. m 

1- BPuJiwiiln 244 

■« Rov. Mr. 238| 

rarkbam,r.ydiar aoOi 

Pwlcs, Artbur lUJ 

Puuwlei^, JoUn ¥i 26T| 

PfcnttflUltr Family 311 

'* Samuel 2f»5,ai^ 

■■ S. C. «,lst3,255.aB: 

*' Rinuiani) ISO; 

Pal*Dt, Baird^ 43,«,«-Ikir.f 

barlo"? 45--BrL4dl^y*Ji 41,131 J 

3SHr-l3aM'8 47-4:ol[lcn^s 4b\ 

--diamlrtm' ^435— ErEitiA' 

10,36 ^ficrm™ S7,45.\M-I 

Origp' ir^UnrriiiKiti 4fl ,i6 ,47 

—Johnston a ii — Kl|j's 4fl,47 

--PnlU l7J7ft-^ronDy «,4?l 

— SliniU'p 404Sl.l32^*tw.iri 

wout it— Vah Dam 46— Wal 

Ucc 45.43, 131-)Iriii or 45 



101 
133j 
814i 
108,100.144.305i 
Thoa. 06.121,145,146,1471 
152.160,172,180,102.306 



Morgan 

•« Rev. Mr. 

'• Rev. ThomuB 

' * Jacob k Thomaa 

" Ramadc'll ft Go. 
Cori>8 
Procincta 

Prentice, Rev. E. I 
Preslaer, Anthony 
ProBton, A. B. 

" Alfred 
l»ric.', Rov. Mr. 

'• Col. 

" Joseph 
Prime, Rev. FSien 

" Rev. S. I. 
X. S. and A. J. 



Patrick, Adam 53 

pAttonoD , Joflcjih C3 

Pattm, Jamea IAS 

pe<ik,Rpv%UUit.rW. 432 

F«ddte,Jdmn 243, 

Penny, JrtMjih 49, «, 103. 131 
244^L 

" Oimrcti tif 48.131^1 
Popp&rd , Rev. rranrlfl lOT 

Potrr, Jamoa 53 

*' Jamcfl If 257 

rtn-lcltiD, Rot. JUron £34 

" W. A, 144 

" Edgar 206^8 

Foil UoDBo va 

Pviltfl, Aau 300 

PcttlngAlej JifO J. 80 ,g« 06,104 
Fhcrlpi . Oliver lU 



48 

107 

224 

178 

177 

180 

44,45.40,130 

235 

181,283 

152 

172' 

224 

104; 

52 

201' 

206,248: 

257i 

T^---'- : :.|.'j»-^- 120; 

ProvoBt, Oapt. 23; 

IhroudQt, Rev. Dr. Ali«x. 243 

" Rev. Iiuvid L. 244,256 

•« Robert, Jr. 144| 

I^oudfbot, John 175, 

Publir PtockM 165' 

Purdv I-'amily 277, 

"' Gilbert 23,62.53 

« Xathan 43,44,45.62,1061 

" laaiah 

" Joshua 
<• Daniel 
" David 
<• James W. 
'* Samuel 
*' Jamcfl D. 
« William 
Putnam, Genl. 
Putney, Rov. Rufus C. 



43,62,54; 
48 
62 
64,2n| 
180, 
230! 

212: 

228, 

71 

235 



Quack<»ub x^h , Wm. 81 

Quassaick 12,18,22,128 

Quick, Jurie 47,140,181 

•* Thomas 181 

Qiiigly, Hugh 52 



Ra<*oon Hill 137 

Radcliff, J. 110 

PjI] road, N. Y ^ Fri-r 1:30,122 

140'KiKlsnn k [trlnirrirP 1013 

145-N\>vilnirj5h Br^noti 14* 

lUmafl^lk.Hnmor Ma43,l44il4:t 

152 ,156 . 15« ,300- A t>i ■'-nil Ik 

njnundtll, Mra. F. EC. 1. 172,306 

H. k Co. 177 

Ringers, Company of 56.184 

Raudol, AUuiHOU 188,233 

Knrj< V, Jmn^ A 180 

F^ ,iA.„i M"v TV->iT,.L, 229 

Raymond, Rov. C. A. 226,251 

R<>ad,.fohu 181 

Reader, Jac^b 81 

R(>colloctioiiii 00 

R».vlmbitC8, Order of 258 

Re«l .<tore Hounv 177 

ReiM, Rufua A. 255 

llwvi' Family 284 

<> tk'lalill5.118.121 .144.140 

150,172,170,203,285 

• Josoph 117,172,288 

" James ' 288 

« Chrlat'r. 145.147,151,153 

154,165.178.170,181,288 

" Chs. F.V. 102 ,246^250,288 

" Ceorgo 151,101.288 

» Xathan 143,240,2S8 

" Charles 151.280 

'• Robert 301 

•' Samuel 298 

'< k Falls 118,178 

•' & Son 178 

" Moore & Co. 177,178 

Regatta A3.<«ociatiou 190 

Regi'ntjt of Uulverally 127 

Reid, William X. 251 

Rcid, Horatio B. 294 

Relje, Denniri 139 

H iihau, Ik'tnrkb 22,24,139 

l^JiiLKiiJc, Jkinv>t 32,215 

Wiltiaai 215 

Rt^i 111 li] if ill Cod v en I lot 1 14 

Blucq 114,185 

T<rvt»lnlionary FvriiLi^ 40 

lt**jTiol£l!», IiafltPl 63 

Jam« B. 191 

Ri^ynor, Jam™ H 206 

RlctiJirdB, Jt>lm 192 

RjcliarrtMn, John 172 

RJhfji*, F>1\*-iird 270 

Rlk^mian^ KinhArpi 00 

Riley, Thomas and Hugh 237 

Ring, Samuel 268 

KliL^.Tbos. C. 151,101,248,250 

llJUlni\ Jacob 161 

BiTc^ik's S|jrlng 162 

Ulv ri, llrj, Sarah 297 

K'^idi, Willirtm 62 

R«>ads and Str't.<< 27,39,80.81,121 

(See Turnpikes) 

Roberson, William H. 188 

Roliertson, Alexander 213,297 

Robie, Charles 41,196 

Robinson, Henry 106,147,159 

190,205 

•• John 50,52,53,54 

** Bei\Jamin 62 

«' Josiah 183 

Rocky Forest 131.144 

Rodgers, Daniel 133 

Rodman, James 212 

Roo, Wm. 120,147,154,190,202 

«< Cadwallader 172 

'< JeflTerson and Mary 206 

«( AnnaE. 200 

«• Jane Ellen 210 

«« & Darby 151 
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ni»jr.rs«,.T.ison 101 

•' Klizi 1*08 

R..n.n-, li. V. M s s '^-Jrl^iiA 

R««!.''j..!i» 179 

•• r.-t-r •J2.24.M.203 

Uo-s.u«'b Tt -IS .,v-».i:;i.i:)7 

•' Willi im 101 ll«i.IJ7.l:a 

14L).1'»7.-J47 !».'>« 

•• Al.xan.l.T 131. 

•• Jjiiac' l.'W.lNl 

• M:iry iMR 

Ko>^villf l()3.131.2;J4. 

RoiiiMN,I»a:ii.| M 

Riijr^l'S. l»:ivi.l IQl .110.147, 

H(.u.M' 120' 

Rnms-'v. .I.iiuis 1441 

Ri!«.««.':i. \vi;:i.!iii ft*j| 

C'ulvhi S 2.V2 

Ri:ti-n»..r. K M. '-ViSj 



Siiu.^i, Mattli.'U uii'l Ml 
Siiniu>«' Jlu-t"r\ 

Sini]iS(»n. .lohu 
Slaler, Juhn 
Sl.iu/:lit«.'r, .irlri 



Sly, l'atli;i.-iji«- 
>rv.(ljarl..s II. 
sm.ill r.ills 
^•InaIl ri.x 
Smil, y..l. 

William K. 
«' Jain s 

?njitli. Nathan 

II-niy32.C 



Saiiii.-!i..T. A. .^s. i:.r. 

ftnUt n.w i;iiaiii \v. las.iuo.iM 
urn ,247.2.-):. 
Salt. S*:i -city of 76.00 

Sain.«'»n. Il-niv A. 183 

NiiiM.J. S.inil. 4l.4,'>.49 r)2.l»l.lS2 
'■ Jo-Iiiia 41 

i\-uii iw.ise 

L-th-T 2»3 

• A:li=.ih. ».l 192 

«^b.k> Uihjiiitj 140 

P#iiXiy k-lm'd 1M.101.248,2«H 

Kiltmiuil S. 301 

AiTfAobl JqIuvU. 14 

IbiiLi ^r^. JqIld 6: 

ftiTl] )\>*i Oin^o VM IW 

Sav.r.Urv. John 44.<^2.10I,194 

10.-,, 244 ,24'. 246 

Samuel 115 

?;VJH'iuk-. I'H.rll. 146 

Abr-ibntii H. 162 

SrliPfnLM,Au«u*W*l 14ft,l.M 

Prbi lUTnui .(iTniiir ■^\ .23 .26.33 

fJiz:ih*»th 
.SrlK.r,I. 124.244 to 201 

SchtHtl Mr».-l4T':' RosiiU-urc? 

41 .96 .244 .24:) 

Srhix.lcraft. II. h. 12S.138 

SchiHinmakor, Abm. 182 

Rev. Mr 219 

.Schiiltz, Chrl.-tian (Ht.> SW 

'• Jaruh87,89.2.W.310.316 

Abraham 144,247 3ir, 

f^i^" I .■.:.: 22.24 

SwlleULJuhn "" "w 

FcolefloM,K(.v. A. 233 

Scott, WUlmm 301 

" Francis 100.301 

♦' Rt'V. Jarnos 22C 

gcriniBcour, Iter, Ja.<. 213.214 

21*21 fl;M7 ,310 

Scrtu^buD Win YT. 183 

mtl^at tkmd TrDa(ff«»-A I 

BCDTT Brv.Botort 232 

fcwB4,AaMrift 140 

Sk'yTTiOiir, StPphcn 65 

Wmiim 84.85.86,101; 

108. 156 ,256. 202 .2I»3; 

'• S;inil. San"lB 270,203 

Shad-I>::-^ti la bliKJin 127' 

Shailfnnl, Rov. (J.x.rgo 229| 

ShafiT, H. 1». k 255, 

Sliaw, John 62,08.172.213 

'• Jos«'i.h 18l' 

«' TlioinrL- 140, 

Phofflnjr, R.-«v. Cliarhs 232 

Shrnnan. All.'U M. 152! 

8hk<Mp, Margaret and Jaiio 2101 

Shli>-Biiildin^ 101,20S< 

Stag, Rev. Cbarlofl B. 232| 



21»i 
134 
ISl 
104 
130 
140 
105,115,117 
172.176.297. 
177.17H' 
208-0 

1N3 

GOI— AiHlx. 

100 

170 

255 

lt«9 

32.41 

43 45.52 83 

91,ll»V= 

32,43,52 

37 .3S 

181 

41,43.52 

109. 



Tlionu.M 
Wjlhain 
William. Jr. 
ThmiciiV 
J«»sv|»h 
I/Miii.ird43.44.52.91.1h:) 
195 .2S3 
Leonard. Jr. 52 

l.iUl 43.52.2S3 

AiiiiiiiK 43.52 

Pj.i.i.-l 43.02.100.116,128, 
144.177.173 lS7J>u;J 
(>l).tdiah 43, 

1 -an I. -IT- 187 

lYrtJiciB l*ei 

AbniJiaaiM.I4«a47,15]| 
lH,Ufr^2/J56 

ihniruu 14^1 

Ji*JiK^ 102| 

lIuDitlikbaCkuLt^te 5'j' 
t'raai:is bQ\ 

.UTurji 3a.Ml,3«&| 

lV':.jimLm ^MinMJUli 

w;n 11. ia9,ii*An^ 

WWWi^ju 1. W4T>^ 
WMVmu l^C ia3,H6 
I .r, 145,152,16S47*^ 
. y. 162,300^9,310 



'' WiLlicm 

Rev. Thoma*! (I. 
•• Mr^. Arthnr 

R.-V. Friend W. 
'« Wllli:im 

Rev. F- 

I*n.«cal X. 

(liar lea 
'* James 
Sintilh»r, Rev. Mr. 
.'in(v'.l. (itsirjf" 



U7\ 
:ilf> 
213 
230 
232 
233 
233; 
2071 
303' 
174] 
202 
110,151 



i;.110-l7-6I-S7..314 



-'njii: .^i^iuitj'; 52 

-HH J Ci I ii 11 , 1- l.-fittflw 25.S 
-^irkly Utr Fnip. tinppnrj 193 
^o^\^ Tfl . Ru V. Gkut IPF < ■ 224 , 
■rA.Hiii M TiMii4M?r«ic^ 258 : 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The necessity of Local History is unquestionable; it is, to a 
large extent, the material of History in its highest sense and 
scope. To those who would thoroughly comprehend the Past, 
the former is as needful as the latter. Events of a strictly 
National character are few in comparison with the Local; and 
the men whose names live in a Nation's memory as the great 
statesmen of their day, are fewer still when compared with the 
many who at the same period filled other spheres, less prominent 
indeed, but still closely connected with the welfare of society. 
The discovery and settlement of this Continent, the growth of 
its humble Colonies into a glorious cluster of confederated States, 
the noble deeds of noble sires who achieved their independence, 
have engaged the pens of historians who have won a world-wide 
fame; they have, however, only gathered a few of the choicest 
sheaves from a field of vast extent and rich with ungarnered 
harvests. These portions of the harvest-field belong to local 
husbandmen, and by their efforts we may hope that the complete 
history of our Nation will be preserved. 

Until within a few years, little attention has been paid to the 
preparation of Local Histories, and perhaps still less to the 
preservation of the materials of which they must be composed. 
Too frequently the only record of the early annals of towns and 
cities is the memory of individuals, and very often this record 
has died with its possessor. A few scattering documents, brief 
and unsatisfactory letters, and family traditions colored or 
enlarged as such statements are apt to be, embrace all that can 
be obtained. Much, however, in the aggregate remains, and in 
the work of collecting and preserving it, all may bear a part. 
The descendants of early settlers should embody in a written 
form the details of family history. In every town and village 
Historical Associations should be founded, and the different 
branches of historic research be confided to able and energetic 
hands. Above all the public mind should be educated to appre- 
ciate the value of ancient records, and the importance of guarding 
them with sacred care. Newburgh, we are happy to say, has 
made a beginning in this good work; and her citizens are en- 
couraged to prosecute it with zeal, by the consideration that in 
the old Head Quarters they have a place of deposit for these 
precious remains, abundantly safe and invested with the most 
venerable associations. 

The design of Local History is to preserve the memory of local 



VI. IXTRODrCTIOX. 

events and enterprise; to record the manners and customs, the 
character and services of our fathers, and in a word, as far as 
may be, to reproduce the familiar scenes of l>y-{2:one years. In 
preparing this work, no little care and attention have been 
devoted to secure this end. Our object has been, not to present 
an elegantly written volume, but one containing authenticated 
facts. In all cases we have consulted the most reliable sources 
of information to which we could g(»t access, and have taken 
every pains to guard against error. We have endeavored to 
sketch, with as much fulness and accuracy of detail as possible, 
the rise and ))rogre8s of the Village and Town of Newburgh — of 
the i)ublic enterprises in which the men of the different periods 
have been united — of the religious and educational establish- 
ments, and to outline the more prominent actors, who from time 
to time have appeared on the public stage. In our biographical 
sketches we have sought neither to flatter any one, nor to pander 
to the aristocracy of birth or wealth, but to hold up for reverence 
and esteem private and public worth, whether found in those 
who claimed a lordly ancestry, or in those who sprung from the 
humblest walks of life. There is an aristocracy which we are 
proud to recognize and have endeavored to commend — the aris- 
tocracy OF WORTH. Every man may become a nobleman though 
he resides in a hovel — every man may leave behind him an 
example which his descendants may worthily strive to imitate, 
a record of his deeds in the public service, or for the good of the 
community, to which they can point with honest pride. This is 
the aristocracy which elevates and ennobles the human race, and 
is the ground-work on which rest the dignity and virtue of 
society. Neither money nor lineage constitute the measure of 
its value or the test by which its existence is determined. Each 
one must win and maintain it for himself 

For many valuable facts and suggestions embodied in its 
pages, the work is indebted to James Dokelly, Esq., Rev. John* 
Browx, I). D., Hon. Thomas McKissock, Hon. Samuel W. Eager, 
William E. Warre.v, Enoch Carter, 8. C. Parmenter, James W. 
Fowler, and J. N. Weed, Esqs., and to other gentlemen; and to 
all who have aided us, we return our most sincere thanks. 
Especially are we under obligations to Rev. Johx Forsyth, D. 
I)., for suggestions and assistance cheerfully rendered at every 
stage of the work. To the public, whose subscription has 
guaranteed its publication, the work is most respectfully dedi- 
cated. 

XEWBrRGH, January 1, 1859. 
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CHAPTER I. 
Hrnsox IX the waters of the mahakeneghtuc — aborigixal 

HISTORY — ^THE PALATINE PARISH BY QCASSAICK. 

1609—1750. 

"I^te flrom this Western shore, that momiug chased 
The deep and ancient night, which threw itM shade 
O'er the green hmd of groves, the beaatiftil waste, 
Narse of full streams, and lifter up of proud 
Sky-mingling mountains that overlook the cloud. 
Erewhile, where yon gay spires their brightness rear, 
Trees waved, and the brown hunter's shouts were loud 
Amid the forest ; and the bounding deer 
Fled at the glancing plume ; and the gaunt wolf yelled near." 

Bbyakt. 

The History of Ncwburgh, it may be properly claimed, datei 
from the discovery and exploration of the Mahakeneghtuc* by 
Henry Hudson, in 1609. On the evening of September 3d, 
Hudson anchored his vessel, the Half Moon, in what is now the 
harbor of New York. Having remained there a week, he com- 
menc<?d, on the 12th, the exploration of the river now bearing his 
name, and, on the morning of the 15th, sailed into what is now 
known as the Newburgh Bay. The morning was cloudy and dark, 
but as he passed the Klinkernberg.'f the sun came out through 
the clouds and revealed to his astonished vision the grandeur of 
the over-hanging Highlands, and the magnificent virgin forests 
which clothed the river banks with their gorgeous autumnal hues. 
How beautiful — how grand must have been the scene I A pano- 
ramic picture suddenly unrolled by the hand of the Great Artist, 
combining all tints 

"Of gem, of bird, of flower, of cloud, of sky.** 
Before him the river mirrored the rocky heights and the waving 
verdure — around him *'the lethargy of uncivilized nature reigned 
in undistnrlied solitude. The wild game sprang from their 
familiar retreats startled by the echoes which now rolled through 
the ancient forests, as the roar of the first Dutch cannon boomed 
over the silent waters, and the Dutch trumpets blew the inspiring 
airs of Fatherland." 'Enraptured, Hudson paused. We who 

* This was the name given to Hudson *s River by the MohegariM, or Mahaktmdat, who 
resided upon its eastern bank. The word is supposed to mean "the continually flowing 
waters.'' 

t The earliest recorded name of Bnttei^Hill. 
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have 80 often gazed on the scenery of Xcwburgh Bay, can hardly 

realize Hudson's enthusiastic admiration of a place that then 

appeared 

"As though earth'8 guAfdum angel watching o'er 
Had dropped hiM silver mantle ih>ni his form 
Upon her to protect her helpless sleep ;'* 

but we may gather from his Journal* his sentiments, in the 
exclamation: "It is as beautiful a land as one can tread upon." 
Poets and word painters have in vain essayed to give a more 
expressive description. "This," continues the Journal, referring 
to the land on which Newburgh is now situated, "is a very 
{>leasant place to build a town on. The roadstead is very near 
and very good for all winds, save an east-north-east wind." This 
description, although brief, is a perfect identification of the spot. 
The Journal adds: "The mountains Icnik as though some metal or 
mineral were in them; for the trin^s that grow on them are all 
blasted, and some of them are barren, with few or no trees on 
them. The i>eople brought a stone on board like to emery (a 
stone used by glaziers to cut glass,) it would cut iron or steel, 
yet when bruised small and water put to it, it made a color like 
black lead glistering. It is also good for painter's colors." 

Hudson remained at anchor some hours in the Newburgh Bay, 
and in the afternoon resumed his voyage with a favorable breeze. 
After spending several days in the northern part of the river, 
he reached Newburgh Bay, on his return, on the afternoon of the 
29th September, and again cast anchor to enjoy for the last time 
the beautiful scenery yet hovering in his memory. Forcibly 
remarks Moulton: "If the morning scene was grand, how beau- 
tiful must have been that of the night. His was the first 
European vessel which had been enccmipassed by the Matfeoumif 
mountains. 

"One still 
And solemn desert, in primeval garti, 
Himg round his lonely bark..'' 

The departing sun rested in beauty upon the hills, and left the 
shadows of the mountains to deepen into those of the night, | 

when the solemn gloom became interrupted only by the scream 
of the catamount, as it leaped from i\u) forest to the jutting 
brow, glanced for a moment at the ship, as its ])ort-light8 glim- 
mered on the waters, and then plunged into the thicket; or by 
the shrill screech of "each wild throat, in this incumbrance of 

* Hudson's Joamal was kept by Juet, his mate. 

t The Indian name of the Mountains at the northern entrance of the Highlands, 
according to Spafford and Moulton. 
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horrific woods." And now the full-orbed moon rose from behind 
the mountains and opened to full view the grand amphitheatre 
of hills. At their base lay the ship embosomed in a tremulous 
gleam of light, while the surrounding rocks glistened with the 
reflecte<l moonbeams, or presented in traces of shade the cavern- 
gorges, whither the grim, gaunt wolf hastened with stealthy 
tread, when, prowling along the bank, his glare first fell upon 
the alarming wonder." Anon the forest was hushed and its 
tenants mute; and as the hours passed on, the mountain sides 
again sparkled with gems and dew-<lrops as the morning sun 
awoke the scene to life. 




But the vision of Hudson embraced other objects l»eside lofty 

liills, and landsca|)es unmarred by the hand of man. Around 

him gathered, at each step of liis progress, the representatives of 

a race who had received their titles to this broad domain directly 

from the Creator — men of noble form and mien - 

"With tawny limb, 
And Im'U iiud f>eac1s in Kiinli;rht /rlistrnin^ ;" 

who hailed him as a (lod, and whose kindness he repaid by 
exhibiting the jmwer of linMirms, and the introduction among 
them of that great eneujy of their race, the mysterious "fire- 
water." They were a happy, free, and mighty people; but des- 
tined to fall beneatli the tide of commerce and of war which the 
discovery of their pleasant lands soon rolled upon them. The 
wave broke upon the prim(»val scene, carrying devastation to 
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their rude homes, yet preparing the way for the advent of 
Civilization and Religion. As light beams upon the past and 
reveals the struggle of the Indian lords against their pale-faced 
subjugators, the benevolent mind shrinks with horror from the 
picture presented. Wherever the eye rests there, 

"The fflens, the p:rove», 
I'athfi in the thicket, pooU of running bn>ok, 
And banks and deptM of lake, and Htrcetn and lancM 
Of cities, murmnr of guilty force and trcacherj-." 

Reverting to the Indian history of the locality we are con- 
sidering, we turn again to Hudson's Journal, and find, under 
date of September 30, this brief notice: "The people of the 
country came aboard us and brought some small skins with 
them, which we bought for knives and trifles. At three o^clock 
they departed." The next allusion to them is in the Journal of 
David Pieterzen de Vries who sailed up the river in April, 1640, 
for the purpose of making a more minute examination of the 
country with a view to locate a settlement. He arrived off the 
DaruhKammer* about sunset on the 26th April, and cast-anchor. 
During the evening, he states, a party of riotous savages assem- 
bled there "who threatened trouble," and that "the sloop's com- 
pany stood well on their guard." On his return, (May 15,) he 
tells us that he saw many Indians "fishing from the rocks at the 
DanS'Kammer,^^ Coming down to 1656, we find on Van der 
Donck's Map of New Netherland the district lying between 
Murderer's Creek and Esopusf marked as in the occupation of 
the Wdranawankongs. Subsequent research confirms this desig- 
nation, and defines the tribe as a branch of the Mituns, some- 
times called Miniainks, the Wolf tribe of the Delaicares, The 
Warananxinkongs were seldom called by that name, but with 
the Wauuoapiesjes, the Wauivarsingt*, the Pajmgoncks, and the 
MamekotingSf were known by the general title of "the Esopus 
Indians." Without specifying the particular localities occupied 
by the other tribes, we notice that tlie Waranauxinkvjigs had 
villages and castles at Atkarkarton, now Kingston ; on the 
Mombackus, now Wallkill river, at a point now called Bruyns- 
wick, and at Quasmickj now Newburgh; while tlie Dans-Kammer 
was the Temple in which they gathered to worship their God, 
Bachkimo, 

♦ A point on the Hudson in the northern part of the Town of Newburgh. The name 
is Dutch, and given to express the nature of the Indian rites held there. We Bhall refer 
to the locality more fully nereafter. The meaning of the word is Dance Chamber. 

t This word is fh)m Seepu, a Delaware term for river. It wan 8i)eedily comipted 
into Seqnu, then to &ifNU, and finally to Empus. 
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The WaranawanLvngs were a bold and warlike race, aiid un- 
doubtedly took no Hinall share in maintaining the dignity and 
supremacy of the Minsis in the long and bitter wars between 
the Delaware and Iroquoia confederations. From the first, they 
appear to have regarded the Dutch with suspicion ; and when 
the latter, at Fort Orange, .supplied the Mohawks with fire-arms, 
and refused to treat the Minsis, at Fort Amsterdam, in a similar 
manner, suspicion ripened into hatred. Hence, when Thomas 
Chambers and some of his neighbors, residing in the Colony of 
Rensselaerswyck, removed to Esopus, in 1662, they were driven 
off by the Indians. Tlic settlers returned, however, in 1667, 
and continued for sometime unmolested. 

Our history of the Waranauxinkofigs — tliougli the material is 
ample — must be confined to scenes more immediately connected 
with the localities where tiieir house* was first invaded — where 
they were finally crushed and broken. With the second advent 
of the Dutch at Esopus we commence the narrative. For a time, 
very little hostility was manifested by the Indians; but at length, 
under the influence of "firt^-water,'' they became quarrelsome; 
"one of the settlers was killed; the house and out-buildings of 
another were burned, while others were forced to plow up the 
patches where the savages planted their maize." The settlers 
wrote to Governor Stuyvesant detailing their situation, and he 
responded by visiting the scene of disturbance accompanied by 
a number of soldiers. Stuyvesant summoned the chiefs before 
him and patched up a treaty of peace, in which he managed to 
extort, by threats, a gift of the land that the settlers desired. 
But the truce was of short duration, and Stuyvesant's presence 
was again required in 1658. He now moved with a bolder hand 
and demanded, as an indemnification for his trouble, that the 
Indians should make a free surrender of all the Esopus lands, so 
far as they had been explored by the Dutch. The Indians de- 
murred at so extravagant a request, and retired from the 
conference. Stuyvesant, however, determined to gain his pur- 
pose, and at once erected a Redoubt and took possession of the 
lands. This course contributed still farther to exasperate the 
WaranavxinkongSy who now only waited for a single aggressive 
act to rouse them to war. Nor was the occasion long delayed. 
Thomas Chambers had employed a number of Indians to husk 



* ThiA word w aned in a Rpecial mnsc. The Indians designated their confederations 
b^ the title of ''house.-' The "long hoofie*' of the iroqwU extended (h)m Hndson's 
Surer to the Laltes, while that of the Ddawam embraced a laifer extent of teiritory. 
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corn; and, on tlic night ol' the teiinination ol* tlicir job, they anked 
for and obtained some brandy. A can»us(^ followed, in the course 
of wliich a volunteer company sallied out and attacked the 
intoxicated Indians, killing one and wounding tw(» of their 
numlKM". This cowardly act justly incens(»d the Waranawankongtt. 
The war-whoop rang out; the settlement was invested by four 
or five hundred Indians; the hcmses, barns and crops of the 
settlers w(»re destroyed, and eight or ten prisoners taken and 
burned at the stake. The Dutch, however, maintained their 
Redoubt and succtK*d(Mi in sending off a messenger to Governor 
Stuyvesant for relief, who again saiKnl for Esopus with a con- 
siderable force. The Indians, howc^ver, learned of his approach, 
and a few hours previous to his arrival raised the siege and 
retreated to the W(M)ds. Heavy rains inundated the country, 
and Stuyvesant found it imi)os8ible to pursue his wily foi^s; 
but, througli the negotiation of fric»ndly chiefs of the Mohegan^ 
and Wapplnfjeritf a truc<» was etfccted. 

The war, h(>wever, was renewed in the sjiring of 1660, and 
offensive operations j)ushed with vigor in the inniiediate vicinity 
of Esojius. The Indian castle at Wiftmecf was destroyed, and 
a large quantity of maize and beans and s(»veral prisoners fell 
into the hands of the Dutch. The Waranawatikonga now sued 
for peace, and proposed to surrender or exchange* prisoners. 
This Stuyvesant refused, and with a view still farther to terrify 
the Indians he banished the captive chiefs in his hands to Curacoa 
** to be employ(»d thcTC, or at Biu'naire, with the negroes in the 
Company's service.*' Negotiations were broken of!', and the war 
was renewed. The Dutch forces swept the country along Kit 
Davit^sKill; penetrated the district occupied by the Papagoncks, 
reduced their castle^ and killed Pmtmmaker, **the oldest and 
best of their chiefs." This noble chief was too old and infirm to 
foUow his retreating friends, but he met his foes with defiance. 
"What do ye here, ye dogs?" he asked, aiming an arrow at the 
soldiers as he si)oke; but his limbs were i)alsied, and before he 
could discharge the arrow h(* was seized and disarmed. **As it 
was considerable distance U) carry him," says the record, **we 
struck him down with his ijwn axe.'' The tribes now held a 
consultation, and Scwarkmamo, sacluMii of the Waranawank'ovgs, 
asked tlu? wishes of the warriors. "We will fight nomon»," was 
the brief reply. He then asked the scpiaws* what "seemed to 

* The Hquiiws iMMfH>iW4>d the ]»ower of iimkinp^ i»eare at Any tune, uiid it was not 
conHidered a dWionomlile peace that was made at their ro«|iiest. Sec SchookTiift. 
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thein boat ?" and they answered, ''That we plant our fields iu 
peace and live in quiet." To a similar inquiry the young men i 

responded, that they would not "kill either hog or fowl any more." 
The wish for peace being thus expressed, the sachem who had 
spoken proceeded to Oamcenapau and secured the good offices 
of the /Tflti'in^iritx, at whose solicitation Stuyvesant again visited 
Esopus and succeeded in making a treaty of pt»ace. By one of 
the articles of this treaty — to secure which the Dutch provoked 
hostilities — "the Esopus savages, in comp<»nsation of damages, 
transferred to the Director-General all the lands of Esopus, and 
agreed to depart from thenc*e without l>eing |)ermitted to return 
to plant." The Indians asked that tlu^ir kindred in slavery 
should be restored; but Stuyvesant replied that they must 
consider them as dead. Although deeply grieved at this answer, 
the chiefs agreed to the treaty and departed. 

Three years of trancjuility succeeded the |K?ace of 1660. The 
Indians, however, were far from l)eing satisfied with their Dutch 
neighbors; and as the settlement increased and a New Village 
was staked out on land not included in the grant to Stuyvesant, 
their threats of vengeance were again muttered. In June, 1663, 
the blow came. Entering the settlement, ostensibly for trade, 
they suddenly attacked the inhabitants, and the tcmiahawk and 
fire-brand did the work of death. Women and children were 
seized and carried off prisoners, and the New Village destroyed. 
The settlers finally rallied, under Dominie Bloom, at the Old 
Village, and succeeded in driving off their assailants. Twenty- 
one lives were lost, nine persons wounded and forty-five carried 
oflf captive. 

Immediately on the receipt of the intelligence of this disaster, 
Stuyvesant dispatched Col. ^lartin Kregier to the Esopus with 
a sufficient force to protect the settlement and chastise the 
aggressors. lie arrived at the Redoubt on the 4th of July, and 
in a few days negotiations were opened, through the mediation 
of Mohegan chiefs, and some of the captiv<»s held by the Indians 
released; but they would not listen to peace unless the Dutch 
would "pay for the land named the Great Plot." Kregier con- 
tinued the negotiations by sending Lieut. Peter Couwenhoven, 
and some friendly chitffs, to the DanfhKamme)% the head-quarters 
of the tribe, to secure the release of the remainder of the 
prisoners. Couwenhoven remained with his sloop off the Dans- 
Kammer for several days; and on the Hth of August he sent a 
message to Kregier informing him that the WaranawanJ^ngs had 
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collected about four hundred men, and were preparing to renew 
their attack on Esopus; that they also daily threatened him ''in 
an insufferable manner"; that he hourly expected the arrival 
of the sachem who had already been gone "four days about the 
captive Christians, and sliould soon know the issue of his mis- 
sion'^; and that ''the Indians who lay thereabout on the river 
side made a great uproar every night, tiring guns and hintekaying, 
so that the woods rang again." Lieut. Couwenhoven returned to 
Esopus on the 20th, bearing with him two released captives 
and the promise that others would be restored when the Indian 
prisoners were presented for exchange. Kregier, anxious to 
secure the captives before commencing hostilities, sent back 
Couwenhoven to negotiate, who plied the Indians with brandy, 
furnished them with powder and made promises to restore the 
Indian prisoners provided the Christian captives were first re- 
leased; but all to no puq)ose — the Indians required as a proof 
of good faith that their brethren should l>e first released, and 
Couwenhoven was compelled to abandon the mission. 

Kregier now determined to roll the tide of war into the 
Indian country, and having learned the location of their castles 
on the MombackuSj from one of the released captives, marched 
thither and successfully attacked and laid waste the strong- 
holds of the tribe as far west as the present village of Blooming- 
burgh. The war was short but decisive. The first castle 
attacked was situated in the present town of Shawangunk; but 
the Indians discovered the approach of their foes and fled to the 
mountains. The castle was found to be one of considerable 
strength, consisting of an enclosure formed by three rows of 
palisades, and was eligibl}' located for defense. The work of de- 
struction commenced at once. The castle was set on fire ; fields 
of corn, covering about two-hundred and fifteen acres, were cut 
down; "above a hundred pits full of corn and beans that had 
been preserved" from the crop of the previous year, destroyed; 
and the retreating Indians pursued and a number slain.* The 
expedition then returned to Wiltwyck, laden with spoil. 

But the Indians were not subdued. Gathering together their 
scattered forces they commenced the construction of another 
castle in the vicinity of the present village of Bloomingburgh. 

♦ Catherine Lefever, wife of LouiH DuBois, the maternal ancestor of Wm. C. Has- 

iroack, Enq., wan among the priHoners. The family tradition in, that when the Dutch 

»rce8 approached the Indian fort, they diHC4)vered Mrs. DuBois tied to a tree with fiigots 

around ner ready for burning; that the Indians had permitted her to sing Paalma to 



brouck, Enq., wan among the pnHoners. The family tradition is, that when the Dutch 
I fort, they diBC4>vered Mrs *" *" *" * 

iaoH I 

ng th< 
fled. Three of Mrs. DuBois* children were with her in captivity. 
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HeariDg of their operations, Kregier again started on tiie work 
of destruction, and succeeded in reaching the castle unobserved. 
The Indians, although taken by surprise, made a stout resistance. 
Retreating across the Kill, they returned the fire of their 
assailants with sucli spirit that it was with dilHculty they 
were dislodged. The Indians lost their chief, PapequanueJiai, 
fourteen warriors, four women and three children; while the 
Dutch had three men killed and six wounded. Thirteen Indians 
were taken prisoners, and twenty-six captives recovered. One 
of the Indian prisoners was an old man, who, after accompany- 
ing the Dutch a short distance, refused to go farther; and the? 
account adds, "we took him aside and gave him his last meal.'* 
On their return march, tho Dutch stopped at the castle first 
destroyed and found that the Indians had visited it and thrown 
the bodies of their dead comrades into five pits, from which *'the 
wolves had rooted them up and devoured some of them. Lower 
down on the Kill four other pits were found containing bodies; 
and farther on, three Indians with a squaw and child that lay 
unburied and almost wholly devoured by the ravens and the 
wolves." A terrible picture of desolation was spread out on 
either hand, where but a few davs before the native lord had I 

exulted in his strength. 

The VVaranaicankongs were now virtually destroyed. "Not 
more than twenty-seven or twenty-eight warriors, fifteen ov 
sixteen women, and a few children survived." * Sewackejiamo, 
their sachem, again solicited peace; and, at Stuyvesant's appoint- 
ment, the chiefs, in company with chiefs of other tribes, visited 
Fort Amsterdam, where, tiie usual preliminaries being disposed i 

of, Sewackenamo arose, and calling several times in a loud voice 
on Bachtamo, his God, prayed unto him to conclude something 
good with the Dutch; and that the treaty about to be negotiated, 
in the presence of the sachems assembled, should be, like the 
stick he grasped in his hand, firmly united the one end to the 
other. The treaty was concluded. By its terms, the Indians 
gave up all the land asked by the Dutch as an indemnity, and 
**now conquered by the sword," and agreed to remove from its 
occupancy. This treaty was annually renewed for a long term 
of years, and was never br(>ken. 

The displacx?ment of tho Waranaiiankonys now went on with 
much rapidity by the purchase of their lands. The first tract 
purchased was that since known as the "Paltz Patent," the sale 

•Alb. Records, xii, 331 . Wo think the number i» inwrrect. i 

n-j 
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of whicli was made on the 24th May, 1077. The tew scattered 
ludians residinp^ there removed to Quassaick, and the settlers 
enjoyed their homes in peace until partially disturbed by the 
Indians in the employ of the French in 1757. Xo effort was 
made to obtain possession of the lands at Qummiek until 1684, 
when Governor Dongan bought of MangenaeU, T«fm\a, Keghgeka- 
poiveii, alias Jogh^m, who claimed to be the "native proprietors 
and principal owners" of the lands mentioned in the deed, "with 
the consent of Pemeranaghin, chief sachem of Esopus Indians" 
and c>ther Indians named, *'all that tract and parcel of land 
situate, lying and being upon the west side of Hudson's river, 
begiiming from the south side of the land called the Paltz, and 
extending thence southerly along the said river to the lands 
belonging to the Indians at the Murderer's Kill, and extending 
westward to the foot of the High-hills called PU-kis-kQ-t-trr and 
Aia-skaw-oating.^^ This tract ran from the Paltz purchase, on 
the north, to Murderer's Creek on the south, and bounded on 
the north-west and west by the Shawangunk mountains until i 

a point was reached from which a due east and west line would 
strike the mouth of Murderer's Creek. For this immense tract 
Governor Dongan j)aid "the sum of ninety pounds and eleven 
shillings" in the following articles, viz: ''lO fathoms blue duffels, 
10 fathoms red duflels, 200 fathoms white wampum, 10 fathoms 
stroudwater, (red cloth,) 10 fathoms blue cloth, 10 blankets, 10 
guns, 10 kettles, 10 dulTel coats, 10 drawing knives, 10 shirts. 
10 tobacco boxes, 10 childrens' duffel coats, 10 childrens' shirts,. 
10 pairs (jf hose, 10 pairs of shoes, 50 lbs. powder, 50 burs of 
lead, 10 cutlasses, 10 hatchets, 10 scissors, 10 tobacco tongues, 
100 flints, 2 rolls tobacco, 20 gallons of rum, 2 vats of strcmg 
beer, and 1 barrel of cider.'- These lands were relinquished, 
and the Indians residing thereon united with Maringoman at 
his castle on Murderer's Creek, about eight miles from its con- 
fluence with tlu; Hudson. But their sojourn here was of short 
duration. On the 15th .\pril, 1085, Governor l)<mgan added 
to his previous ])urchas(.* the tract extending from Murderer's 
Cr(?ek to Stoney Point. Maringoman signed the deed, and with 
his followers conmienced their march toward the setting sun.* 
We need not truce their history later. They are gone ! No 

• These facts are fn)m a well-authenticated MS8. written ai* early as 1730, now in our 

(>oHseH.si(>n. The lands, however, were not wholiv vacated until after actual iKMsemion 
)V the whiten. When tiie firnt ftettlcrs came to New Windsor, Indians were Htill living 
along the banks of Murderer's Creek, and a few continued to reside in the vicinity until 
a much later period : the great bulk of the tribe, however, had gone. [ 

I 
I 
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monuments preserve their memory — no graven tablets bear the 
record of their greatness. Beautifully wrote the poet Sprague: 

"0 doubly lost ? oblivion'a shadown close 
Aroond their triampbs and their woes. 
On other realms, whone rains ha^e set, 
! Reflected radiance lingers yet ; 

I There sage and bard ha^e shed a light 

I That never shall go down in night ; 

I There time-crowned coltmins stand on high. 

I To tell of them who cannot die ; 

I Even we, who then were nothing, kneel 

lu homage there, and join earth's general peal. 
I But the d<x>med Indian leaves behind no trace, 

i Tn save his own, or serve another race ; 

j With hU fhiil breath his power has passed away. 

His deeds, his thoughts are buried with hia clay : 
I Nor lofty pile, nor glowing page 

j Shall link nim to a future age, 

I Or give him with the past a rank ; 

i His heraldry is but a broken bow, 

I His history but a tale of wrong and woe, 

I His very name must be a bUnk/' 

I 

I The two tracts purchased by Gov. Dongan, were conveyed by 

j him in a Patent to Capt. John Evans, dated September 12th, 

I 1694, and erected into the Lordship and Manor of Fletcherdon, 

I The Patent, however, was subsequently (May 12, 1699,) annulled j 

I by an Act of the Colonial Assembly, and the land reverted to the i 

! Crown. While in the possession of Evans, no settlements appear I 

to have been made on the tract — at least none in the vicinity of | 

' the present town of Newburgh. The early Dutch settlers 

thought of farming lands and mines, and where such points 

I could be found in close proximity to the river, they made their i 

I homes. After the Patent was annulled, however, the tract was ' 

, covered by small grants to different individuals. | 

' About the time of w^hich we have written, events transpiring i 

I in France and the Palatinate of the Rhine, contributed in no | 

I small degree to the colonization of America. The Palatinate 

I was the name given to a section of country lying upon the Rhine, ; 

j in Germany, and ncnv divided and incorporated with Bavaria, \ 

i and the states of Rhenish Prussia, Baden, and Hesse-Parmstadt. 

I At an early period in the history of the Reformation, the move- i 

' ment was felt in the Palatinate, and the Elector himself became ' 

one of its decided friends. His dominions were, consequently, , 

resorted to by the Protestants of other countries, who found the I 

iires of persecution too hot for them in their native land. For | 

this reason, as well as from its geographical position, tlie Pala- 

i tinatc shared largely in the wars of the time of Louis XIV. In 

1674, the French army under Turenne entered the district in 

triumph, and marked its victory with the most barbarous and 
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wanton destruction. From his Castle at Manheini the Elector 
beheld two cities and twenty-five towns in flames. "Rapine and 
lust," says the historian, **vied witii each other in the dreadful 
destruction committed by the French soldiers." Turenne was 
subsequently forced to retreat from the Palatinate; and the 
district enjoyed comparative prosperity until 1683, when, by the 
revocation of the Edict of Nantz, and the flight of many of the 
persecuted Huguenots to the shelter afl'orded by the Elector, 
it became marked for the especial vengeance of Madame de Main- 
tenon, the wife of Louis XIV, acting through the War-Secretary, 
Louvois; and the war between France on the one hand, and 
Austria and Holland, and subsequently Spain, Denmark and 
Savoy, on the other, Hui)plied the* opportunity. Made aware 
of the intention of Austria and Holland to commence hostilities, 
Louis determined to anticipate their movements and strike the 
first blow; and for this purpose he dispatched his son, the Dau- 
phin, at the head of 100,000 men, to invade the Palatinate. The 
expedition was successful ; and several cities had already surren- 
dered to the French arms, when the peremptory order canie from 
Louvois that the Palatinate should be reduced to cinders, and 
the whole face of the country turned int(»adeHert. The Dauphin 
and his oflicers shrank from the task imposed; but th€»re was no 
escaping the command, and accordingly th(»y announccMi to the 
people that in three days time the work of destruction would 
commence. Gathering together what little could be collected — 
unable to turn any property into money — the people fled. Men, 
women and children, clinging to their homes to the last, were 
driven to the fields, in the heart of winter, and left to perish of 
cold and hunger, while their dwellings were reduced to ashes, 
their property seized, and their possessions pillaged. More than 
forty cities and an infinite number of villages were burnt; the 
palaces of the Electors razed to the ground, and their very tombs 
opened in search of hidden treasures. The officials by whom 
the order was executed, blushed at the enormities of which they 
were the agents; and all Europe gazed on the scene in horror. 
Even Louis was forced to admit the enormity of the act, as he 
reminded Louvois that he had issued an order for the execution of 
which his sovereign must bear the obloquy. 

The fugitive Palatines scattered themselves (►ver Europe, and 
the streets of Protestant cities became filled with men and 
women once in the enjoyment of plenty; but now reduced to 
beggary and want. Wherever they went the hand of charity 
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was cheerfully extended to them, and efforts made for the amelio- 
ration of their condition. In 1708, about fifty Palatines passed 
over to England. They came, says Bishop Burnet, "so effectually 
recommended to the Chaplains of Prince George, (the husband 
of Queen Anne,) that the Queen allowed them a shilling a day, 
and took care to have them transported to the Plantations." The 
Palatines, ravished with this kind reception, wrote back to their 
friends and neighbors; and the result was that over 10,000 of 
the unfortunate exiles were soon in England. Here they were 
temporarily maintained at the public expense. Subsequently, a 
portion were sent to Ireland, but the large majority came to the 
Province of New York, and were first settled on Governor's 
Island, and afterwards in Tc^lumbia and Greene counties and in 
the valley of the Mohawk. 

Without noticing farther the details of the general dispersion 
of the Palatines, l(»t us return to the company in which we arc 
more immediately interested — the fifty who first went over to 
England in 1708. Soon after their arrival in England, Joshua 
Kockertlial, their Minister, petitioned the Lords Commissioners of 
Trade and Plantations to be transported to "Home of Her Majesty's 
Plantations in America." This |)etition was favorably received 
by the Commissioners, and the subject laid before the Council 
in a report dated April 28, 1708, in which it is said : 

"They (the Palatineg) are in mimlicr fort^'-onc, viz : ten men, ten women, twenty-one 
children. Thev are very neccflsitouH and m the utmoHt want, not liaving anything at 
present (hot what they |fet by Charity,) to mibaigt thenipelvcs. They have l)een reduced 
to thi8 miserable condition by the ravages committed by the French in the 1-K>wer l*aUi- 
tinate, where they lo«t all they had. They have nroduced to xm several testimonial 
ttom the Bailiflk or Principal Magistratefl in the VillageH where they dwelt, which we 
have examined, and find tliat they give good character of the Raid Minlst<tr and the 
othera with Iiim. We hnmbly propofv that they be nent to nettle upon Hud.<4on*M River, 
in the Province of New York, where they may be uwAil to this kingdom, particularly in 
the production of Naval utoret), and as a fVontier against the French and tlieir Indiana. 

"And we do further humbly offer, that they be supplied with the necensary goods for 
agriculture to be Knt with them, to enable them to liegin and make KettlemcntA. 

"We further offer, that before their defHirtiire they may lie made Denizens of tliis 
Kingdom for their greater encouragement." 

The Council, at its session May 10th, when this report was 
submitted, complied with the sup^gestions of the Commissioners 
so far as to order *'that the petitioners, mentioned in the report, 
be made Denizens of this Kingdom." The noblc-heartcd Queen 
Anne followed this Act by providing, at her own expense, for the 
maintenance of the fugitives and their removal to America; and, 
in addition to this, signified, in a letter from Mr. Secretary Boyle 
to Lord Lovelace, dated Whitehall, August lOtli, that it was her 
pleasure that a grant of land be made to Joshua de K<X!kerthal, 
not exceeding five hundred acres, "with liberty to cell a suitable 
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proportion thereof for his better maintenance till he shall bo in a 
condition to live by the produce of the remainder." 

The Palatines now sailed for their new home — citizens of a 
new country, supplied with the necessaries of life, furnished with 
tools for various occupations, and guaranteed an allowance of 
9d a day per head for twelve months for their support. They 
were landed at New York in the sprinjj: of 1709, and from thence 
removed to Quassaick* on the Hudson, where they commenced 
laying: the foundations of the present town of Newburgh. In 
the Letters of Denization, which bear date August 25th, 1708, 
we have the names of these Palatines, as originally represented 
before the Commissioners of Trade, with the addition of a few 
others who were subsequently permitted to unite with the com- 
pany. They were: "the above-named Clergyman, Joshua Kock- 
crthal, Sibyllc Charlotte his wife, and Christian Joshua, Benigna 
Sib3'lle and Susanna Sibylle, their children; also, Lorentz 
Schwisser, Anne Catharine his wife and Johannes their son; 
lleinrich Rcnnau and Joanna his wife, and Lourentz and Heinrich 
their sons; Susanna Liboschain, Maria Johanna Liboschain: 
Andries Volck, Anna Catharine his wife, Heironemus, iMaria 
Barbara and Anne Gertrude, their children; Michael Weigand, 
Anne Catharine his wife, Tobias, George and Anne Maria their 
children; Jacob Weber, Anne Elizabeth his wife, and Eve Maria 
and Eve Elizabeth their daughters; Johannes Jacob Plettel and 
Anne Elizabeth his wife, and Margaret, Anne, Sarah and Catha- 
rine their children; Johannes Fischer and Maria Barbara his 
wife; Melchoir Gulch, Anne Catharine his wife, lleinrich and 
Margaret their children; Isaac Turck; Peter Rose and Johanna 
his wife, Mary Wiemarin and Catharine Wiemarin their children; 
Isaac Feber. Catharine his wife, and Abraham their son; Daniel 
Fiere, Anne Maria his wife, and Andrew and Johannes their 
sons; Hubert Ilubertson and Jacob his son: and Herman Schu- 
neman." 

In their new home the Palatines were subjected to many trials 
and difficulties. We find them (May 20th, 1709,) petitioning the 
Council r)f New York, representing that since the death of Lord 
Lovelace, the provision for their support had not been complied 
with — that they were in great want of the same, and without it 
would not be able to make any settlement on the lands assigned 

• Thi** name was prolwibly the Indian title for Orange Lak<», although early awilied to 
its outlet, now ralle<l Cham'berK' Cnnik. The outlet of the Sinsipink, the beautiral Lake 
in the vicinity of West Point, i8 the boundary line of a Patent and called Sinsipink 



I ('reek in preciwly the same manner that Quanaaick is applied Uy Chamber** Creek. 
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them, and that ninetoc»n perHonn of their number had changed 
their religion and turned Pietists, and withdrawn themselves 
from the Lutheran communion. The Council immediately granted 
the^m the supplies asked for; and at the same time appointed Mr. 
Van Dam, Mr. Barbarie and Capt. Provost a Committee to inquin* 
'*into the disputes between yc Germans lately sent to this 
Province by Her Majesty: and that Mr. Vesey and Mr. l)u Bois* 
assist them on their said inquiry'.'- The examination was held 
and the difficulties satisfactorily arranged; and at the re(|uest of 
the Council, Col. Thomas Wenham engaged "to provide a needful 
and necessary support for the (rermanw until the expiration of 
the twelve months.*' 

We next have a petition from Joshua Kockerthal to Gov. 
Ingoldesby, dated New York, June 29, 1709, in which he asks to 
be re-transi)orted to London, in order to more speedily and satis- 
factorily arrange what had hitherto been done in favor of his 
Companj', and to secure "the most clement Koyal resolutions 
conrrrning his settlement for the future.'* This petition. w<» 
presume, was granted, for the next petition is from the ''German 
Company at Qiiasek dreek an*1 Thaiukamir'' dated September 23. 
n09, in which the name (»f Kocherthal does not appear. The 
next petition is dated Oct. 10th, 1709, and is signed by John 
Conrad Codweis, *'in behalf of the German Company.** This 
petition was in reference to the allowance which had been granted 
for the support of the Company, a large portion of which remained 
due; and recited, that unless "the remainder (»f their allowance 
l>e provided,*' the petitioners would certainly p(Tish during the 
winter. The Council, on the 10th, ordered the advance of sup- 
plies to the Germans, the latter giving "their personal security 
for the repayment thereof in case it be not paid in England in a 
year.*' 

Kockerthal returned from England in the spring of 1710, with 
a successful issue of his mission. Tools were now supplied to 
the settlers, and the work of building homes commenced. The 
tools and other articles were distributed as follows: 

*'JofihuA Kockerthal— I barrel of Lime. 3 Gouchc*. 2 formerB, I Grindingstone, 1 nquare. 
I rale, 1 compaas, and several pieces more. 

Hemuinus 8<;huneman— 2 Handsaws, 1 preat Saw, 3 (roucheM, 2 Agors, and pevoral 
jiieces more. 

John Fischer— 1 Tenant Saw, 1 (rimlet.l Hammer. 1 small file. 1 hatchet, 1 Joynter. 
besides several pieces mon*. 



• Mr. Vesey was at this time Rector of Trinity Church, New York, which office he 
held from 1699 to 1745. Mr. l>u Uois was one of the Ministers of the Reformeil Dutch 
Chnrch from 1699 to IT^l. 
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Michael Weigand — 1 great file, 1 Broaller dito, 1 mortbiing chiM^l, 1 Joynter, 1 Agor, 
besideA several pieces more. 

Andreas Volck— 1 Croos Cut Saw, 1 smooding plain, 1 wiping saw, another sett of 
(touches, besides several pieces more. 

The widow Plettel— 1 wiping saw, 1 great hammer, 1 gimlet, 1 Tenant saw, besides 
several pieces more. 

Peter Kose — 1 Glupott, 1 Whimplingpelts, 1 hatchett, [1 little hammer, 2 Agors, 1 
.Toynter, besides several pieces more. 

Jacob Weber— 1 box with white lead, Knife and ('ompai«8j 1 addz, 2 (touches, 1 
mortizing chisel, besides several pieces more. 

Isaac Turck — 1 (tlupott, 1 box with white lead. Knife and Compass, 1 saw-file, 3 
Gonches, 1 fore plain, nesides several pieces mon*. 

I/orcnz Switzer— 1 grinding stone, 1 square, 1 little gimlet, 2 Agors, 1 smooding 
plain, beside several pieces more. 

Henry Rennau— 1 Cross Cut Saw, 1 Miterblock, 1 addz, 2 Agors, 1 Gimlet, besides 
several pieces more. 

The Widow Weman's— Another sort of Smooding plain, 1 little file. 1 hatchet, besides 
several pieces more. 

Isaac Feber— 1 Bn)ad axe, 1 little hati'het, 1 smooding file, I rule, 1 former, besides 
several nieces more. 

Daniel Fiere — 1 Broad axe, 1 square, 1 Miter block, I Tenant saw, 1 Joynter, besides 
several pieces more. 

Melchoir Gulch — Three fiiU setts of Joyner-TooLs, one for him, the second for bis son, 
and the third for an Apprentice." 

In addition to these articles, Smith Tools; Iron and Steel for 

Horse-shoes, Nails and mending tools; Medicines; Books and 

Paper; Agricultural Implements; Horses, Cows and Pigs, were 

assigned to the settlers. The generfvl distribution of Carpenter- 

I Tools would seem to imply that every one was expected to bear 

' some part in the task of subjugating the wilderness. The 

<»ccupation8 of the settlers, however, were as follows: Peter 

Rose, weaver; Johannes Fischer, blacksmith; Henry Rennau, 

st<icking-maker; and the remainder farmers, with the exception 

(»f Kockerthal, who, as already stated, was their minister. 

; Such were the men, — and, in brief, such was their history, — 

who, amid poverty and privations, laid the foundation of the 

Village of Newluirgh. Of their private history w<» knf)w nothing 

beyond the facts shown before? the Commissioners of Trade, that 

I they were men of good character; and the general fact that they 

I had been stripped of their possessions by the hand of religious 

I persecution — that they were earnest followers of the doctrines 

of Luther, and were knit together by common memories and a 

faitli that had proved suflicient to sustain them amid the most 

Ki'vore trials and sacrifices. We shall not attempt to trace the 

I prc»gress of iheir settlement, but presume that it was slow. 

I Unlike tli<» pioneers in other localities, they left behind them no 

friends able to assist tluMn. A scjinty [)ublic stipend, too fre- 

fjuently withheld, was all that sustained the strcmg arms and 

willing hearts befon? whicli the dense forest yielded its sway — 

Iheir humble cabins dotted the hill-side, and a sanctuary in 

which to worship Ood arose. To such men we can point with 
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pride — knowing that they, and their neighbors, settled in other 
parts of the State, contributed much to establish the noble insti- 
tutions under which we live. 

Resuming the history of the l^alatines, we iind that the pro- 
mised Patent for the tract on which they had been located, was 
not granted until several years after they had commenced their 
settlement. In 1713, Gov. Hunter issued to Augustus Graham, 
Esq., Surveyor-General of the Province*, a warrant directing him 
to "survey and lay out for the Germans at Quasdaick Creek, in 
the County of Ulster, such quantity of land as is by them peti- 
tioned for and approved of in Council," and further requiring 
that he should "survey for each of them his quantity distinctly.'' 
This survey was made, but the official return has been lost. We 
find it referred to, however, in a petition from George Lockstead, 
"on behalf of himself and the rest of the Germans settled near 
Quassek Creek,'' dated June 17th, 1714, in which it is stated that 
the survey was made on the "thirtieth day of April" of the 
previous year; and that the land laid out being "all upland," the 
petitioners were not able to obtain subsistence for themselves 
and families "for want of some meadow land for fodder for their 
cattle in winter." They asked for a tract of meadow land lying 
"about an English mile" west of the lots surveyed for them, for 
the purpose named ; and the petition we presume was granted. 

The next petition was from Joshua Kockerthal, in behalf of 
himself and associates, dated June 18, 1718, in which it is stated 
that the Surveyor-General of the Province, pursuant to the war- 
rant issued for that purpose, "did survey and lay out a certain 
tract of land on the west side of Hudson's River, in the County 
of Ulster, beginning on the north side of Quassek Creek, and 
extending northerly up the Hudson River on a straight line two 
hundred and nineteen chains, and into the woods on that side one 
hundred chains, containing two thousand one hundred and 
ninety acres ; which said tract of land he thereby divided into 
nine lots, the which are numl>ered from one to nine, each lot 
containing a suitable quantity for each family to which they 
are appropriated, there being allowed for each head fifty acres, 
and five hundred acres for a Glebe." The survey and allotments 
were not in all respects satisfactory to the petitioners, who feared 
that it might "hereafter be a means of disturbance and disagree- 
ment in their respective families with their children." They 
therefore asked, that in the Letters Patent ordered to be issued 
the names of the petiticmers l)e entered, but "not in the name of 



26 PALATINE PARISH BY QUA?3AICK. 

them and their reBpectivo wives and children"; and that the two 
hundred and fifty acres assip^ned t(» Joshua Kockorthal, **on the 
north side of the Glebe/* be added to the Glebe, and the same 
quantity of land on the south side of the Gleb(» be assigned to 
him. 

This petition was in part complied with. The change in the 
location of the lot assigned to Josliua Kockerthal was made; but 
the Council determined to Patent the lands to the **wives and 
children" of the Patentees as well as to themselves. Before the 
Patent was issued, however, K(»ckerthal died. 

Other changes also occurred. P(»t(T Rose, one of the original 
members of the Company, transferred to "oik* Burger Meynders, 
a blacksmith," his interest in the lot assigned to him, and removed 
to Pennsylvania; while several "English and Dutch new inhabi- 
tants" had joined the settlement. In conKeijuence of these 
changes, the execution of the Letters l^itent was delayed until 
December 17, 1719, when the Council, (m the petition of the 
Palatines, directed the issue of a warrant to the Attorney Gene- 
ral **for the drawing of a Grant of the tract of land, on the 
north side of Quassaick Creek." being the same previously 
surveyed by Augustus Graham, Esq.. in 1713. The Patent thus 
ordered was issued December 18, 1719, and is nn file in the office 
of the Secretary of State. It recites the grant "to George Lock- 
stead, Michael Weigand, Herman Schoneman, Christian Henricke. 
Sibylla Charlotte, widow of Joshua Kockerthal, Burger Meyn- 
ders, Jacob Webber, J(»hannes Pysher, and Andries Volck. 
Emigrants from the Palatinate,'' of a tract of twenty-one hundred 
and nineteen acres of land, situated on the west bank of Hud- 
son's River, and bounded as follows: 'Beginning on the north 
side of Quassaick Creek and (extending northerly up Hudson's 
river upon a straight line two Inindred and nineteen chains, and 
int(» the woods westerly at both ends and \ho whole length 
thereof one hundred chains." 

By the terms of the Patent the tract was divided into nine 
Lots and a Glebe, ''numbered regularly' from south to north, 
Xo. 1 being the southernmost, and No. 9 the northernmost, and 
the Glebe, or minister's land. (oOO acres.) lying between Xo.'s 5 
and r>." The lots were assigned — 50 acres to each man, woman 
and child — as follows: "Lot No. 1. t(» George Lockstead and 
Anna Elizabetha his wife, Margaratha, Anna Sarah and Catha- 
tharina, their children, 250 acres; No. 2, to Michael Weigand 
and Anna Catharina his wife, To]>ias. George and Aima Maria. 
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their children, 250 acres; No. 3, to Herman Schoueman and 
Elizabeth his wife, 100 acres; No. 4. to Christian Henricke, 100 
acres; No. 5, to Sibylla Charlotte Kockerthal, the widow of 
Joshua Kockerthal, and to Christian Joshua, Benigna Sibylla 
and Susanna Sibylla their children, 250 acres; No. 6, to Burger 

I Meynders, 100 
acres; No. 7, to 
Jacob Webber 
and Anna Eliza- 
abetha his wife, 
Eva Maria and 
Eva Elizabetha 
their children. 
200 acres; No. 
8, to Johannes 
Fysher and Ma- 

G— Glebe. E—Westera Avenue. K— King's Highway. ria Barbara his 

wife, 100 acres; No. 9, to Andries Volck and Anna Catharina 
his wife, George, Hieronymus, Maria Barbara and Anna Jor- 
truyd their children, 300 acres." The Glebe Land of 500 acres 
was assigned to Andries Volck and Jacob Webber, and their 
successors, as Trustees, for the use and behoof of the Lutheran 
minister and his successor forever. Forty acres were reserved 
for Highways*; and the whole tract to be known and called "the 
Palatine Parish by Quassaick.'* The Glebe Land, we may remark 
in passing, was to be leased at a certain quit-rent, in whole or in 
parcels, for terms not longer than seven years, and the rents 
and profits received appropriated to the maintenance of a Luthe- 

• The road* included in the fortv acres reserved for that purpose, cannot be positively 
designated. It is almost certain, however, that what is now known as Western Avenue 
formed part of the reservation; and the probabilities arc that the remainder was included 
in what is now Liberty street. Western Avenue formed the Northern boundary of lot 
No. 3, and the Southern boundarv of lot No. 4, and extended two chains in width from 
the Rhrer to the West bounds of the Patent; and what is now Liberty street extended 
the whole length of the Patent, and was in width one chain. These two roads would 
cover the whole forty acres reserved. It is pretty positively ascertained that no indi- 
vidoal title has ever covered Western Avenue; but, on the contrary, the oldest deeds 
are bounded North or South, as the case mav be, by that street or road. An old road 
or path ran from the River, th)m a point in the vicinity of Second street, up the hill in 
a south-westerly direction alonff the bed of what is now part of Colden street, and after 
crossing Western Avenue and Liberty street, continued south-wett. This road was fin>t 
called the "Wallkill Road," and suljsequently "Wagon Sti-ect." It was certainly not 
included in the reservation, as we find a deed* from Colden to the Village of Newburgh 
covering a portion of the land originally included in the street. Nor could South street 
have been included in the reser\'ation ; that street was o)>ened by the Trustees of the 
Glebe, and that body controlled its directitm. The original width 'has been reduced, and 
instead of extending West 100 chains, its course was changed by the Trustees, and what 
Is now called Gidney Avenue formed. This would not have been the case had the road 
been reserved in the original survey. One point is certain, the early settlers located 
along the line of what is now Liberty street, while Western Avenue stood vacant for a 
long period of years. 
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ran minister, as already stated, Rubject to the aunual payment to 
the Provincial authorities of "one pepper-e<»ni. if the same shall 
be legally demanded." * 

As previously intimated, the settlement began to fill up, at an 
early period, with "English and Pntch new inhabitants." Few if 
any of the Dutch new comers were from the Palatinate. The great 
bulk of the Palatinate emigrants were farmers, and had settled 
in the valley of the Mohawk and in the present county of Columbia, 
where their old neighbors and friends joined them. A few years 
served to show the effect of the change in population on th<» 
"Palatine Parish by Quassaick." Turning to the Church Books 
of the Lutheran Congregation <»f New York, we find that the 
successor of Joshua Kockerthal was Justus Falconier, who, it is 
said, was baptized "in the house? of one of the Trustees, the 19th 
April, 1710." The place referred to was doubtless New York, 
as no Trustees existed at Quassaick at that time. Falconier, it 
18 said, c<mtinued to serve the i)eople -at Quassaick "every year 
{i,e. by an annual visit.) without any prr>fit of tho Glebe, lie is 
deceased, 1723." 

In the year 1725, William ChristofTer Berkennieyer arrived at 
New York, and entered upon the duties of Pastor of the Lutheran 
Church there, and also filled the appointment of Falconier at 
Quassaick. Meanwhile the two Trustees of the (ilebe, Andries 
Volck and Jacob Webber, had s(»ld out their lands and removed 
to Pennsylvania, and their places had been supplied by Zacharias 
Hofmanf and Tobias Wygand,J son of Michael Weigand, who, 
in 1727, entered into a written contract with the Consistory 
of the Lutheran Congregation of New York, by the terms of 
which the Congregation at Quassaick were received into the 
communion of the former body, they consenting "that the 
Lutheran Minister of New York, at his going to and from 
Albany," should visit Quassaick Parish twice in each year, for 
which service he should receive the yearly rents and profits oT 
the Glebe. The contract ccmtinues as follows: "As we (the 

• "To HAVE AND TO HOLD the FBid (ilebe of five hundred Acres of the wmc tract of 
Ijmd and premises onto the aforesaid Andries Volck and Jacob Weliber, as first Tnistoes 
daring their natural Lires and their succeKKors for over. 

Butf to and for the toie and only nroper Use Beneft and Behoof of a lAiiheran 
Minuter to serve and have Care qf the Inha titans of the same ttro thousand one 
hundred and ninety Acres of Ijind and their successors for ever." 

t Zacharias Hofman was probably the son of Hermanns Ifofman, who csme over with 
the Palatine emigrants in 1710. He appears to have occupied a prominent ]K)sition in 
the Parish — was a fh^holder in Shawangtink Precinct in 1727, and Captain of the first 
MUitia Company organized in the district in 173)^. 

t This name Is now spelled Wygant.and the letter .v i" here nsod for the first time in 
the records. 
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Trustees named,) do herewith call, constitute and appoint Mr. 
William ChristoflFer Berkenmeycr, Lutheran Minister at New 
York, for our lawful Teacher of the Parish of Quassaick to 
Minister to us twice a year, as well in preaching the Holy 
Scriptures, and the Symbolical Books of our Lutheran Church, 
as in administering the Holy Sacraments of Christ's Institution, 
promising to pay him the income, &c., and acknowledging him 
as our Teacher, as also whenever he lands upcm our shore to 
receive him, and bring him back on board the vessel. Moreover, 
since hitherto we can make no use of the Bell given to our 
Parish, we therefore give the said Bell by oral permission of his 
Excellency, Gov. Burnet, to the Lutheran Church of New York. 
However, on this coyidition, if it sh(mld happen that we should 
])Q able to build a Church of our own at any time hereafter, then 
the Lutheran Church of New York shall restxire to us the same 
Bell, such as it now is. or another of eijual weight and value. 
Signed, sealed, &c., March 30, 1827.'* Mr. Berkenmeyer served 
until 1731. receiving tliirty checples of wheat.* 

In the year 1733. Michael Christian Knoll was ap|K)inted 

^; Minister at "Quassaick 
Creek, Weapon's (Wap- 
pinger's) Creek and Hack- 
ensack." He served in the 
Parish of Quassaick three 
times each year, receiving 
thirty cheeples of wheat a 
year. It was during his 
administration that the 
Palatines erected the build- 
ing known to many of the 
present generation as the 
Glebe School House, and 
which, until a few years 
ago, stood in the old Bury- 
ing Ground on Liberty 
The precise date of its erection 




Street. This was their Church. 



* The agreemeut quoted appeani U} have been the result of a misunderstanding 
hetween Mr. Berkenmever and the I'alatines, in 1726, concerning the produce of the 
(vlebe Lands, to which he considered himself entitled for his services and which fbr 
some caose was witheld. Berkenmeyer first laid his complaint before the Goyemor, 
expecting him to interfere in his behalf. The Governor, however, declined to act 
in the matter, but wrote him a letter, i)ointing out his mode of relief, saying that the 
oouriB of law were open to him where such cases were dispocied of. The difficulty was 
settled by this contract. 
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cannot now be ascertained. It was a building of perhaps twenty 
feet square, with a roof running up from the four sides. In the 
centre of the roof a little cupola was erected in which hung the 
bell which had been loaned to the Lutherans of New York. The 
building was without floor or chimney, an aperture in the roof 
under the cupola serving the latter purpose. In this building the 
people worshiped. In their poverty, it was their palace; and not 
less acceptable to the Great Ruler than the costly edifices and 
gilded spires which men now dedicate to His service. Ilere. 
with each returning Sabbath, the people gathered, as the bell 
proclaimed the hour of service, and anon raised their voices in 
songs of praise and in prayer and thanksgiving to Him who had 
crowned their lives with peace. And here they buried their dead ! 
The record of eternity doubtless contains the names of many to 
whom the portals of this modest Church were the gateways of 
Heaven. The building, and those who worshipped there, have 
alike mouldered to dust; but the ground is holy, and should be 
cherished 

"Like MpotH of earth where uuKel feet have trud." 

Kesuuiiiig the record, we tind that Zacharias ilofman, one of 
tlie Trustees of the Glebe, died in 1744; and that, on the 23d of 
June, in the same year, Burger Meynders, the last of the original 
Patentees living in the Parish, was selected as his successor; 
and "Tobias Wygand anew conlirmed, which was done in the 
Church there. None of the English and Dutch new inhabitants 
appearing, although they were knowing of our election." At 
this time the number of Palatine settlers had been considerably 
reduced, b}- death and removal; while a corresponding increase 
had been made in the number of settlers of other religious de- 
nominati(nis, termed ''Dutcli and English new inhabitants," — 
terms which may probably be understood to mean, "members of 
the English and Reformed Dutch Churches." Some of these set- 
tlers were of English ca-igin — others were Huguenots. The 
members of the Church of England were probably in a large 
majority in the settlement, and were determined to obtain posses- 
sion of the Church whenever a favorable opj)ortunity should 
offer. This occurred in 1747, when Burger Meynders sold out 
his land and removed to Wallkill. On the 2d July, pursuant to 
the terms of the Patent, a meeting was held of all the inhabitants 
of the Parish, and elected "Mr. Alexander Colden and Mr. Richard 
Albertson for their Trustees," The new Trustees of the Glebe 
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were of the EpUcopal faith, und took immediate steps to open 
the Church to a Minister of that denomination. 

The record continues: '*Our (the Lutheran) minister coming 
tliere. did preach the 12th of July, without speaking to the new 
Trustees. Sunday the 19th, the Church was full of people, taken 
out of the country from hoth sides of the river. Some Justices 
of the Peace, and some with swords and sticks, were there in the 
Church, in presence (»f the English minister, Mr. Walkings, who 
was come there the lirst time the same Sunday. Our minister, 
after oral and public protest at the door of the Church, went into 
a private house upon the Glebe, to do divine worship for the 
Lutherans.* In the year 1748, the 3d July, our minister preach- 
ed in the Church, to which Mr. Albertson did consent, because 
the English minister was not to cf»me there that Sundaj'; but 
Mr. Colden did prohibit the Church. The 2d October, our minis- 
ter was preaching in the Church without speaking with the new 
Trustees." 

This appears to have been the last visit ever made by "our 
minister," Mr. Michael Christian Knoll. In behalf of himself 
and others, Mr. Knoll presented to Governor Clinton a petition, 
dated May 12, 1749, setting forth the facts in the case substan- 
tially as we have given them. The Petition states, **that the 
Lutheran inhabitants living on the said granted lands, being 
now reduced to a small number, the present inhabitants have 
taken occasion to deprive your petitioners of the said Church 
and Glebe; and have lately hindered your petitioner, Michael 
Christian Knoll, from performing service in it, and forbade the 
Tenants to pay the Rents to your said petitioner, pretending that 
the said Glebe and Church have reverted to the Crown for want 
(»f Lutheran inhabitants to enjoy them, notwithstanding your 
petitioners do aver, that within a convenient distance from the 
said lands as great a number of Lutheran families are living as 
are sufficient to mak(» a congregation for divine service at those 
times when yinir petitiimer, Michael Christian Knoll, by his 
agreement is called to preach at that place. Your petitioners 
therefore most humbly pray your Excellency to grant to your 

♦ The tradition connected with this affiiir is, that tlic Lnthcrans attemntvd a forcibU* 
ejectment of the new inhabitants, but failed. In the melee the door of the Charch waH 
forced from its hinges and one bulky Palatine buried beneath it as it fell. He escaped 
with a few bmises; and the asHailantH retreated with moMt woeful countenances. 

There is another tradition, that the Bell, previously mtticed, was taken from its place 
McreUy at night, and hidden in the swamp on the land;) recently owned by Wm. P. C. 
Smith, deceased; in which place it remained for thirty or forty years, when it was acci- 
dentally discovered, and returned to its proper place. The Bell was subsequentlv 
mnoTcd and placed in the cupola of the Academy, where it renudned until 1831 or '32. 
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petitioiiers, the Minister and Consistory of the Protestant Luthe- 
ran Church of New York, Letters Patent to confirm the said 
Church and dye hundred acres of land, for the use of a Lutheran 
minister for the benefit of the said Lutiieraus in that neighbor- 
hood," &c. 

Another i^tition on the same subject was submitted to the 
Governor, by the same parties, on the 5th of October, 1749, in 
which it is positively asserted that **there live a» Tmanttf upon 
the Olebe and thereabout, on both sides of the River, more than 
thirty families" of the Lutheran ctmfession. This paper and the 
documents accompanying it were read bi»fore the Council, Octo- 
ber 29, and the memorandum in reference to their disposition is: 
"Read, and Council of opinicm that nothing can be done in this 
petition." 

The acquisitit)n of tlie •new inhabitants" already referred to, 
was desirable, as it aftorded some revenue from the Glebe for the 
support of a minister; but in the end it caused the Palatines no 
little trouble, as we have already shown. Under their influence, 
however, the settlement began to assume a more definite shape 
and character. They had been compelled to settle on the Glebe 
because, at their first coming, no other lands C(»uld be obtained. 
Soon, however, th(» proprietorship of the patente<l lots began to 
change. The Palatines were mainly farmers, and in the place of 
their nativity had occupied lands of the richest and finest soil, 
and such they st)ught to obtain in the New World. The sterile 
hills of Quassaick ofi*ered no such attraction, and as soon as they 
had opportunity they sold their farms. The first sale was by 
George Lockstead and Michael Weigand, of the whole of Lot 
No. 1, and half <»f Lot No. 2, to Nathan Smith, from whom 
the western part of both lots was purchased by William Brown, 
and sold by him to Alexander Colden. who sold to Jonathan 
Hasbrouck, the grand-father of the late Jonathan Ilasbrouck 
The eastern part of Nt>. 1, descended from Nathan Smith to 
Henry and Thomas, his sons, and was subsequently purchased 
by James Renwick. The eastern part of Lot No. 2, was sold 
by Michael AVeigand to William Bennet and Burger Meynders. 
Bennet sold his, — the southern half of the Lot, — to William 
Brown, who sold to Alexander Colden, by whom it was conveyed 
to Jonathan Hasbrouck in 1753. Burger Meynders occupied 
the north-eastern })ortion of Lot No. 2 until 1753, when he 
sold to Jonathan Hasbrouck, who thus becamtj the owner of 
the largest portion of the original lots. Meynders, the immediate 
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predecessor of Hasbrouck, was the son of Burger Meynders, 
and held the lot by virtue of a deed from his father. Lot No. 3, 
was sold by Herman Schoneraan to James Alexander,* from whom 
it was purchased by Alexander Golden and Burger Meynders, 
except two acres at the north-east corner reserved by Alexander. 
Meynders subsequently sold to Jonathan Hasbrouck ; and Golden 
cut up a portion of his lot into small parcels. Lot No. 4, was 
sold by Christian Henricke to William Buniet,t from whom it 
was purchased by Cadwallader Golden for himself, Jacobus Bruyn, 
James Alexander, Phineas Mcintosh, Daniel Denton, Michael 
Dunning and Henry Wileman, by whom it was divided into lots 
and was subsequently known as the Old Town of Newburgh 
PlotJ Lot No. 5, granted to the widow of Joshua Kockerthal, 
was sold by her children, in 1741, to James Smith,§ who sold i 

one .acre in the south-east corner to Alexander Golden. The I 

remainder of this lot descended to Benjamin, the son of James ' 

Smith. The Glebe Land, as before stated, was leased to several 
persons; and the section now known as "Old Town" was at an | 

early date the site of scattered dwellings. Lot No. 6, the first 
one north of the Glebe, was sold by Burger Meynders to BurraH 
Holms. Lot No. 7, was sold by Jacob Webber to Zacharias 
Hofman, August 5th, 1724. Lots Nos. 8 and 9, were sold by I 

Johannes Fyscher and Andries Volck to Zacharias Hofman, | 

February 20th, 1722.|| Hofman held the lots until his death in | 

1744, when they were sold by his heirs. ! 

As the settlement increased in population, and emigrants i 

began to occupy lands on the opposite side of the river, the | 

necessity of a ferry became apparent. The subject was lai<l j 

before the Hon. George Glarke, Lieutenant Governor of the i 

Province, and Gouncil, by petition of Alexander Golden, dated | 

May 24, 1743, and Letters Patent were issued to him estab- 



I 

* James Alexander— "a gentleman of good estate in the Province, and who lias Her\-- | 

ed two years as Deputy Secretary, with great approbation, with Brigadier Hunter." (( 'ol. i 
Hist, v., 579.) At the time of this purchase he was a member of the Council. 

t Erroneously printed Bennet on the preceding page. "His Elxcellency, (Jov. William 

Burnet/^ is the language of the deed, although written Bennet on an old map of the | 

Village* which led to the error. Governor Burnet was the son of Bishop Buruct. He | 

was largely hiterested in lands in the present town of Newburgh. , 

t The reader will not confound this title with that of "Old Town," by which the VAv)jq i 

I^nds have been known in more modem times. I 

§ The original deed is still preserved in the Smith fiimily. The price paid wrm three I 

hundred and ten pounds. I 

J The deeds to Hofman from Webber, Volck, and Fyscher are recorded in the Clerk's ; 

office of Ulster County. Webber sold for "one hundred and ten pounds current money." ' 

Volck and Fyscher sold for "one hundred and ihirty pounds, current raonev, to lie j 
divided between them." 



.CI 
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lishin^ what, tlirougli varioiiH cliauges, ih now the Newburgh 

Ferry. We shall notice tluH subject again, and more at length. 

— At this point we close the history of the first ])eriod in tlie 

settlement of the present village of Newburgh; and our sketch, 

we trust, has thrown some light upon its origin and early progress. 

We have only to add, that the facts cited from the records* show 

that the Palatines never wholly' abandoned their Patent after the 

work of settlement commenced, as has been generally believed. 

They, or some of them, lived and died here; and their descendants, 

or some of them, remained here for many years. Burger Meynders 

did nut remove until 1747; and the descendants of Michael 

Weigand occuj)ied prominent positions in the community until i 

after the close (jf the war of the Revolution. Another of the 

first Palatine settlers, Melchior Gulch,t although not the holder 

of a lot in the German Patent, nevertheless lived and died in the 

l)re8ent town of Newburgh, and some of his descendants still 

reside here. The Wards wore also of Palatine stock — Margaret, 

! the wife of William Ward being the daughter of one of the 

I orighial patentees, as appears by h(»r affidavit given in 1751. 

; That a majority of the Palatines did dispose of their lands, is 

true; but the continuity of the settlement was never broken, and 

I the change in population was not greater than naturally occurs 

I in any locality during a ])eriod of forty years. 

I Newburgh, therefore, is beyond dispute*, the oldc^st settlehient in 

' the present County (»f Orange, with the exception, perhaps, of that 

j which is now known as Deerpark.J This honor has been claimed 

for other towns, and especially for New Windsor; but without real 

foundation. It is true, the Patent to Chambers and Sutherland, 

I covering th<» present village of New Windsor, was granted pri(»r 

to tliat to the Palatines; but the tract embraced in the latter 

PatcMit has been shown to have been in the possession of actual 

settlers as early as the spring of 1709, while the former does not * 

I ♦ See Dorumentary llintory. Vol. IlI,.')4o,&'-. Al^*o, Tux-IIoIIh on tile in tlie Clerk's 

Office of Ulster County and qiiote<l in another part of this volume. i 

t We find this name writtiMi Melclioirdulcli, in the recordH of 1710; "Melgert, the 
i Joyner." in 171'); "Melgcrt de Schrj-nwerker," in 1717, and Mclchoir Gillu* in the Patent 

Krante<l to him in 171 J), since which time the name has Iwen written (Jillis. The land 
I >n^nted to <Jillis conslKtiHl of 3()0 acres, and is now occupied in part by Daniel Merritt, > 

I Km[., Middleliope. We can only acx-ount for the location of this Patent separate from 

the lots of the other Palatines by suimosinjc that the Patentee had i»reviously selected 
j and taken j)osse«sion of the tnict. Tlie land, or a portion of it. was held by .JaC4>b (Jillis, 

by rJKht of primopenitui-c, until after the commencement of the Revolution, when his ' 

interest was conilscat4rd. Such Is the family account. 
I X Tnidition claims that a lew Kuro)>ean families settled on the Patent to Swartwout 

and others as early as IfiJK). If such was the fact, the settlement did not iirogress with 

much rapidity, for we find the names of <mly five persons there as late as i71'). 
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! 

j appear to have been thus occnpied prior to 1727 or 1728.* It 

, is also true, that though Newburgh had in its Glebe a source of 

I revenue for maintaining the Gospel, which New Windsor had 

' not, the latter seems to have held, in ecclesiastical, and other 

j records, a prominent place as the "New Windsor Mission"; while 

I the high civil and social position of the Clintons was sufficient 
to secure distinction for their place of residence. But the earlier 

I prominence of New Windsor is no evidence of earlier settlement. 

I It is not necessary, however, to discuss the question — the Tax- 

I rolls, which we shall give hereafter, determine the matter. 

* The earliest notice of settlement in the present town of New Windsor ocrars in the 
Tax-roll of 1722, where it is written, *'The nonse and land where John Dean lived, for- 

I merly William Satherland.-^ Sutherland was one of the Patentees, and i)mljably erected 

a log-hoose and placed a tenant on the land to proye occQ|»ation. The flrst sale of land 
to actoal settlers appears to have been made in 1724, when Thonias Ellison purchase«1 

j- a tract of SOO acres from Vincent ICathews. Ellison*>« name, however, does not appear 

on the Tax-roll as a resident prior to 1726. 

i 



SOTF^—SetUement on Patent to Jo/m Evan$—iice Page 19. 
To the Qneen'A most excellent M^esty 

The humble Petition of John Evadh Captn of your Mjgesty'H ship the De6anre 

Sheweth— That your |>etitioner lieing ('ommander of the Richmond Man-of-\Varr in 
the year 1GI)3, waH Hent to attend the province of New York in America, where he con- 
tinued almoHt 8ix years, and performed cooHiderablc Service for the benefit of that 
Colony. 

TluitColl: Benjamin Fletcher then Govr of New York in consideration thci'eof and 
of five hundred pounds i)aid to him by your Petitioner, in lieti of his established fees 
\\\ton grants of lands, by lettera Patent under the great seal of that province, granted 
unto your ))etitioner and his heirs, a large tract of unappropriated land called Murderers 
creek, containing 18 miles in length fronting on Hudson's River, and 30 miles backwanl 
which had 1 
tives for t> 

in clearing f _ 

Annual rents, intending to retire thither himself, when there should be a luippy and 
lusting peace. 

That after Coll: Fletcher and your Petn'r being commanded from New Y(»rk to Engld 
the \aU^ Earl of Hellamonte next succeeding Clovr of that Colony, having conceived 
some prejudice to them lioth, and designing to take to his own use and profit several 
tracts of land wliich had been granted by Coll: Fletcher to your Petitioner and others 
in order thereunto. ])n)cured an Assembly to be chosen of Ignorant, necessitous and 
profiigute i)ers<»ns (mo»(t of them Putch) who by his direction ]>assed an act,Intitled: an 
Act for tlostn)ying extravagant grants made by Coll: Fletcher, whereby Your Petitioner 
was striptof his lands and improvements, but the said act being sent over for the con- 
firmation of the late King William the third. His Majesty upon a true representation of 
tlie ill practices used to obtain that Act, refused to confirm it, but not rejecting it, the 
s;ime cuiitinued in force till re})ealed by a subsequent law, 

That upon the arrival of the Ix)rd \ iscount C-ombury to that (tovemmt the inhabi- 
tants of the province, thinking their Titles precarious whilst such an Act remained in 
force, apply(l for redress to the first Assembly c<)nven'd by His I^ordp. who by another 
Act, unanimously repealed the said Act passed during the F^arl of Bellamont's adminis- 
tration, whereby Your Petiti(mer was restored to and enjoyed his lands, till Your Majes- 
ty sent a great numlxTof Palatines to New York, when Your M^jesty having not been 
truly informed, how those Acts were obtained, was prevailed on to confirm the Act of 
Assembly made during the l^ord Bellamont's time, for destroying Coll: Fletcher's (irants 
and to reject the said Act of Re}>eal passed in the 1/ord Combury's time, and to grant 
Your Petitiimer's lands to those Palatines, by which means your Petitioner, who luis 
l)eon in your M^esty's sea ser\'ic^, during yotir whole Reign and faithfully dischargetl 
his trust, is deprived of his property, and of an Estate for which he had l>een ofTereil 
ten thousand iM)unds sterling money in England, without being heard in his defence or 
liaving the least notice thereof, till at his late return fn>m the Straights, he was informed 
of it to his great surprise: 

Yonr Petitioner therefore most humbly prays, that Your Majesty will Ije graciously 
)ileased to restore him the said lYact of l^nd (there being other unappropriattHl land's 
m New York sufficient to receive the Palatines) or to ' 



for it. 
Nov. 1,171 1- 



Col.HUt. r.,2K3. 



, give your Petitioner an equivalent 

AndycMir Petitioner shall ever pray ettc. 



'•Since thei-efcu-e the Pctr (Caj): Jno Evans) hath made it ai)i)ear to us, tlmt he did 
actually dUburst^ above £.'UMM) in purchasing clearing and improving some part of the 
land so granted hiui, that he has not received any advantage from the same. * And 
for as much as the Petr hath lieen represented to us as a pers<m who hath rendered great 
st.'r\'ices to his Country in the late war and w^ho hath upon all occasions hhewn himself 
Zealouslv effected to the Succession of His Majesty's Royal Family, We humbly conceive 
he may be a proper tjbject of his Miyesty's favor, and that an equivalent for his losses 
may. if his Majesty shall l)e so gra<rioiisIy disposed, l>e granted to him, under jiropt'r 
regulations in nonie other i)art of his 'Majesty's Plantationx."_/?f;Kwf of Jjord» of 
Trade, April 12, 1720. 

We have not found any recoitl showing the ]K)ints where Evans settled his families of 
Si'ots and Irish. The reference in his petition to Murderer's creek and to the Palatines 
would siH'ui to convey the impression that they were assigned lands on which he had 
made improvement**; but in the absence of ]>ositivc proof we cannot claim that such 
was the fact. 
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.SECOND PATENT OF THE GLEBE — THE TARKSH 0/ NEWBIRCJH — THE 

rRECINGT OF NEWBURGH — REVOLITIONARY EVENTS — THE TOWN 
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"Years roll along. 
Where Htood the hut, a white waird cottage now 
I/x)ks through its screen of roses. Meadows stretch 
With grain fields, round. A village clusters near, 
In whose broad street is heard a mingled din 
Of saw and hammer, wagon-wheel and voice." 



•'But holier i-ecollections dwell with thee. 
Here hath immortal Freedom built her proud 
And solemn monuments. The mighty dust 
Of heroes m her cause of glory fallen. 
Hath mingled with the soil and hallowM it." 



Street. 



Elizabeth F. Ellet. 



We have already traced the history of the Palatines, and of 
the "Dutch and Englisli new inhabitants," down to the seizure of 
the Palatine or Lutheran church by the English residents; and 
iiave given the substance of the petition of the Palatines to the 
Governor and Council on the subject. Affairs remained in this 
position until 1751, when Edmund Concklin, Jr., William 
Ward, Jacob Wandel, James Denton, William Smith, Richard 
Albertson, Thomas Ward, Jolin Wandel, Caklass Leveridge, 
Henry Smith, William Mitchell, Alexander Coldeii, Nathan Fur- 
man, Daniel Thurston, Michael Demott, and Duncan Alexander, 
presented a petition to Governor Clinton and Council, praying for 
Letters Patent conveying to themselves and their successors the 
Glebe lands, with a view to establish and maintain a minister of 
the Church of England, and a school-master; w^th power to divide 
the Glebe so as to reserve two hundnd acres for the use of u 
minister and school-master, and cut up the remaining three hun- 
dred acres into lots of (me acre each, which lots instead of being 
leased for seven years should be leased forever, the lease-holder 
paying an annual rent; and also with power to 'iiold a Fair on 
tlie said lands on the second Tuesdays in April and October 
annually." 
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Notwithstanding the earnest remonstrance of the Lutherans, 
the Governor issued a warrant to William Smith, Esq., "His 
Majesty^s Attorney-General," directing him to "prepare a Draft 
of Letters Patent to Alexander Golden and Richard Albertson, 
Trustees, &c., for the Glebe land of Quassaick, in the County of 
Lister," in accordance with the terms of the petition, the lands 
to be held b}' the "said Alexander Golden and Richard Albertson, 
as first Trustees, during their natural lives, and to their suc- 
cessors forever, for the sole use and behoof of a minister of the 
Church of England as by law established, and a school-master, 
to have the care of souls and the instruction of the children of 
the neighboring inhabitants." 

This was followed by a legal surrender, on the part of Golden 
and Albertson, of the lands held by them as Trustees under the 
first Patent; and on the 26th day of March, 1762, the Letters 
Patent previously ordered- by the Governor and Gouncil were 
issued to Golden and Albertson, "constituting them and their 
successors one body corporate and politic, in fact and name, by 
the name of the Parish of Newburghf^ and vesting in them the 
lands in question in trust "for the proper use, benefit and behoof 
of a minister of the Ghurch of England, as by law established, 
to have the care of souls of the aforesaid tract of 2190 acres of 
Itfnd, and of a school-master to teach and instruct the children 
of the aforesaid inhabitants, and their successors forever, and to 
no other use whatever." The Patent further granted to the 
Trustees and their successors "free and full liberty and license to 
hold and keep a public Fair upon the tract of 500 acres on the 
second Tuesdays in April and Gctober in every year forever 
hereafter, where, as well all the inhabitants of the aforesaid tract 
of 2190 acres of land, as those in the neighboring settlements 
and counties, and all other persons whatsoever, may buy and 
sell any horses, sheep and cattle, or any goods, wares and mer- 
chandize whatsoever, without paying any toll or other fees for 
the same."* 

Another new feature of the Patent was the change effected 
in the name of the settlement. Under the first Patent it had 



* Such FairK were very common in England and Germany. In many of the Counties 
of the Pn)vincc they were established by special enactment of the Assembly at an early 
]»eriod. The Fairs were held, on the spot above named, down to the stormv period of 
the Revolution, were resumed after the war and were held at diflferent periods as late as 
1805, at which time they had degenerated mto mere exhibitions of rac€ horses. The 
last Fair of which any record has been preserved, was held on Tuesday, October 14, 
1805. when $200 in premiums were awarded "to the Jockey riding the best horse on 
the course of Benjamm Case.'* — See Eager*8 Orange Cauniy, 185. 
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borne, as we have shown, the title of QtiasKaick'; and by this 

name the place was legally known until the grant (»f the new 

Patent, in which it was exj)re8sly directed that the settlement 

should be calliKl the Parish of Ne\d)urffh. Previous to the legal 

application of this name the place had beon called Xenimrgh by 

the **new inhabitants;" but at what precise period cannot now be 

ascertained. In the petition of Alexander Colden, May 24, 1143, 

asking for Letters Patent to establish a ferry, it is said, "at a 

place now connnonly called Neu'hurrfh Patent;" and in the i)eti- 

tion of Colden, Albertson and others, Nov. 4, 1751, it is said, **at 

a place called Quastmirlc, now commonly called Neivfjurgh Patent, 

in Ulster County.^' .\s both of these pai)ers were drawn by 

Colden, and as the name is not found in any documents prior 

to 1743, it would seem that to Colden belongs the honor of 

having conferred the title which the Town now bears. The name 

is of Saxon origin, the word New being the English orthography 

for the Saxon Neow, and Burgh is the Saxtm burg with the English 

addition of the letter h. The nam(» is used in both Germany and 

Scotland, and may have been conferred by natives of either 

country; but the probabilities, for the reasons already stated, are 

that it was conferred by Colden, wlu» was Scotch. 

One of the first official acts of the Trustees under the new 

Patent was the division of the Glebe into streets and lots, 

! the designating the portions for the minister and school-master, 

and the repair and seating of the church building. Soou after, 

a ma]> was prepared showing the location of the streets and 

lots. This map is still preserved. It is endorsed: '*A Kough Ma]) 

of the Glebe Land of the Parish of Xewburgh,'' and is of interest 

for reference. The streets laid out on it are King, now Liberty; 

Second, now Grand; Ilasbrouck, now Montgomery ; Water, South, 

Clinton, Broad and North streets. The streets named, however, 

with the exception of King and South streets, were not oi)ened 

until a subsequent period.* The li>ts were occupied as f<dlows: 

No. 1, by the Church; 2, by tiiree buildings owned by John 

Morrel and Doct. Morrison; 3, one dwelling, by William Ward; 

* The marfrinal noteR on thin map are a8 follows : "Lots No.'h 1 and 27 arc rc»er\'e(I 
for Church and Church-yartls, and No. 72 for a puhlic landing and Hliip-yard. Tha 
ownerH of the lot< below King Htreet are: Cant. Jonathan Ha.Mbronck, .\o. .il and 4.); 
Saml. Denton, No. 20, 32, and 44; Jonathan l)enton, No. 31, 43 and VJ; John Morrel 
and Doct. Morrimn, No. 2 and 14; Wm. Ward, Jr., No. 3, 15, 64 and 76; Joseph Allwrt- 
Hon, No. 6, 18, 63, 63, 65, 77; Martin Weigand and others, No. 7: Patrick McCary, No. 
» and 10; Alexander Brower, No. 11. 12, 23, 24, 36, 4H and 60; thonuM Morrel, No. 10, 
22, 34, 46, .50. 69, 35, 47, 70: Abel Belknap, No. 71 and 20; Iwaac Belknap, No. 73. N. 
B. South street. Broad street and North street are each two chains wide; and all Uie 
refit each one chain. Each lot contains one acre of land and l^ three chains and eighty- 
three links in length and two chains and sixty-five links in breadth." 
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4, one dwelling by Heiiry Bend; 6, one dwelling unoccupied; 6, 
one dwelling by Joseph Albertson; 1, two dwellings by Martin 
Woigand; 25, one dwelling by Henry Don; 29, one dwelling by 
William Ward; 41, one dwelling by William Ward, Jr. The 
remaining lots were without buildings and occupied as follows: 
Xo. 8, John M. Young; 9 and 10, Patrick McCay; 11, Thomas 
Waters; 12, 24, 36, 48 and 60, Alexander Brower; 13, Samuel 
Sands; 14, Morrel and Morrison; 15 and 40, William Ward, Jr.; 
16 and 39, Joshua Sands; 18, 53, 63 and 65, Joseph Albertson; 
19, 31, and 43, Jonas Denton; 20, 32 and 44, Samuel Denton; 21, 
Isaac Brown; 22, Morris Fowler; 23, Thomas Brown ; 26, Charles 
McCay; 28 and 71, Abel Belknap; 33 and 45, Jonathan Has- 
brouck; 34, 35, 46, 47, 58, 59 and 10, Thomas Morrel; 87, Robert 
Morrison; 38, William Miller; 42, Thomas Ward; 50, 57 and 69, 
David Connor; 51, Thadeus Smith; 52 and 64, Jeremiah Ward; 
55 and 67; James Tidd; 66, Nathan Smith; 73, Isaac Belknap; 
17, 49, 54, 56, 61, 62 and 68, and those west of King-st., vacant. 
The records throw little additional light upon the period 
between the transfer of the Glebe to Colden and Albertson, and 
the events immediately preceding the Revolution. The few facts 
that we have gathered, however, are worthy a passing notice in 
this history, as they serve to indicate the progress of the Parish. 
It was during this period that the Trustees of the Glebe erected a 
residence for their minister, and a residence and school-house* 
combined for their school-master. The former was a building 
^^^ about thirty-five feet 

\^ J^^jSSlSp^b^ square, a single story and 

( ^ ~ *^SP^8H^!SH^&"i-* ^^^^^ ^" height, with a rude 

portico. It stood on the 
west side of what is now 
Liberty street, just north 
of Gidney avenue. It was 
here that Ilezekiah Wat- 
knis, the first English min- 
ister resided. The build- 
ing continued to be occu- 
pied as a Parsonage until after the commencement of the war, 
and subsequently became a tenant house. The school-master's 
house was a building of similar construction, and stood on the 




* It has been soppofled that the Glebe school was kept in the old Church; but this is 
a mistake. The Chorch was not nsed as a schoolhoose until after the commencement 
of the present century. 
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west side of Liberty nearly opposite Clinton street. This 

buildinp^ had 
no portico, 
but was deep- 
er than the 
ministers re- 
^» side nee, the 

school • room 




being placed 
*in the rear. 
In this riidi- 
mental col- 
lege such 
men as Hut- 
chins and 

Sperin presided; and a few gray-haired fathers and mothers 
of the present generation, who yet linger with the living, w^ere 
among their pupils! 

In 1767, John Morrel and Joseph Albertson j)etitioned Gov- 
ernor Henry Moore for the establishment of more taverns at 
Newburgh. In this petition it is stated "that on the Glebe land 
there are about seventeen dwelling houses,* which are situated 
at or close by a very public landing placef on Hudson's river, 
whither many people from the back parts of the country' bring 
their produce to send it to New York, having at least three 
boats belonging to the place that constantly go from thence to 
New York and return back again with goods, which creates a 
very considerable trade." This brief statement exhibits the 
germ of that extensive western traffic of which Newburgh was 
the natural outlet, and which iMUitributed so greatly to the 
prosperity of the place in subsequent years, until it was diverted 
by those artificial means of transportation, which necessity has 
demanded, and the wonderful genius of man has developed during 
the past fifty years. 

The petition further represents, that, in order to accommodate 
the trade referred to, it had been thought necessary, for several 
years past, "to permit taverns or public houses to be set up at or 
near the said landing" for the better "entertainment of the country 
people;" that "until about two years ago," one of the petitioners 

* The number of dwellingH here given c(«tablu^hes the prior date of the map given 
on page 40. 
t Probably what was afterwards known as Smith *8 docic, now Balniville. 
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had been permitted to set up a tavern and retail liquors, and had 
kept "a very g(H>d and orderly house.'' * Notwithstanding these 
facts, "one James McClaghry, one of the Commissioners for 
collecting the duty of Excise for strong Liquors, Ac, in the 
County," had refused to grant i)ermits to the petitioners; but had 

''granted a permit only to one 
Martin Wygant,t who pays three 
]^.. pounds for the Excise, whereas 
all the retailers together in the 
place when they were permitted 
did not pay more than two 
pounds." The jHjtitioners urged 
the "absolute necessity for at 
least three or four Taverns at 
the said Landing place, to accommodate the Country people, 
travellers and passengers;" and that unless "so many Taverns 
are licensed," the place would "become of no account and be ^ 
deserted by its inhabitants." The petition bears date February 
4th, 1767; and the statements contained in it are certified to by 
eighty-three i)ersons "inhabitants of the County of Ulster." The 
following are the names : 




Samuel Falln, 
Edward Falls, 
Ixaac Hodge, 
ThomaH Ore, 
Henry Smith, 
Thomas Smith, 
Jacob GiUiH, 
Saml. Fowler, 
John StilwiU, 
James Demot, 
Joel Holmes, 
Isaak Demot, 
Daniel Denton. 
John Flewwelling, 
Able Flewwelling, 
Josiah Cone, 
Daniel Durland, 
Silas Leonard, 
Nathl.Conklin, 
James Denton, 
John Alston, 
Bomighs Holmes. 
Henry TerbosH. 
John Porter, 
William Harding, 



Jacob Haiett, 
John Flewwelling, 
Manris Flewwelling, 
Tunes Dalson, 
John Dalsen, 
Jacob Douchtout, 
Comeles (iale, 
Thomas Hard, 
John Elsworth. 
Benjamin Totten, 
Josnaway Conklin, 
John Truesdell, 
(iilbertPnrdv, 
Nathan Purdy, 
Isaiah Purdv, 
Joshua Purd^, 
I^eonard Smith, 
Luff Smith, 
Anning Smith, 
Daniel Smith, 
C;ilbert Denton, 
Pete Ston, 
John Wier, 
Hen. A. Gamble, 
Nathan Purdy, 



Isaac Brown, . 
Stephen Albertson, 
Obadiah Smith, 
David Wyatt, 
Hezekiah Wyatt, 
ThadeuM Smith, 
John Wandle, 
Inaac Shults, 
John Carman, 
William Ward, 
Robert Morrison. 
Mary Wilson, widow. 
John Fox. 
Stephen Hooi)er, 
John Hallen, 
John Vangonder, 
Beivjamin Smith, 
Elnathan Foster, 
William Boovls, 
Robert Car Harding, 
Thomas Morrel, 
Daniel AcCor, 
John Bride, 
Jacob Wandel, 
Jacob Ansell, 



* Joseph Albertson was the person here referred to. His house was on Liberty street, 
south of Broad. He subsequently sold the property to Peter Donnelly. A portion of 
the building is still standing, and now No. 392 Liberty street 

t Martin Weigand's tavern, reiiresented in the engraving, stood on tlie north side of 
Broad street near Liberty. It ¥ras a mere log-cabin with a fhime addition. During 
the encampment at Newburgh, (jeneral Wa>iie had his quarters there. About 1780, 
Weigand removed to a more commodious building on Liberty street, just north of the 
Burymg Ground; and the old tavern was occupied by the lather of Genl. John E. Wool, 
and was the birth-place of that officer. 
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Umuel CoDklin, RlUah Carman, WiUiani Whitehead, 

Hendrick Cropeey, Nehemiah Dentou, Richard Albertson, 

Joseph Hallett, JameH Toandflend, 

What answer was given to this petition does not appear; but 
as the place has since become of some "account," it is reasonable 
to suppose that the prayer of the petitioners was granted, and 
that the dire calamities predicted, in case of refusal, were thus 
averted. It is a little amusing to note the language of the 
inhabitants of this august village of "about seventeen houses," 
and their reference to people "from the country." They evidently 
thought themselves far removed from such a classification. 
. We next have, under date of November IT, 1169, a petition 
to Cadwallader Golden, Lieutenant Governor, and at that time 
acting Governor of the Province, asking for a charter for the 
Newburgh Mission. This petition is signed by John Sayre, 
Missionary; Chas. Robie, Cad. Golden, Jr., Samuel Fowler and 
Joseph Watkins, Vestrymen; and Robert Carscaden, Andrew 
, Graham and Josiah Gilbert, Church Wardens; and recites, "that 
by the pious donations of several persons" the mission was then i 

in possession of sundry tracts of land "now held for the Church 
by deeds of trust only"; and that from "the inconveniences 
arising from this and sundry other matters" in which the good 
of the Church was essentially concerned, the j)etitioners humbly 
prayed for a Royal Charter. The endorsement is: "1T69, Dec. 
12. Read in Council and granted." 

In 1770, April 16th, John Sayre, Missionary, Samuel Fowler, 
William Ellison, John Ellison, Stephen Wiggins, Leonard Smith, 
Saitiu'el Winslow and Nathan Purdy, petitioned Governor Colden 
for "a Royal Charter of Incorporation of St. George's Church, in 
the Parish of Newburgh, and County of Ulster." Endorsed: 
"1770, May 2d. Read in Council and granted." 

We have thus far confined the attention of the reader to the 
settlement of the 2190 acres of the German Patent, and wchave 
done 80 from the fact that the local designation of Newburgh did 
not extend beyond that Patent. Several other Patents, besides 
that granted to the Palatines were included politically in the limits 
of Highland Precinct, by an Act passed by the Governor, Council 
and Assembly in 1743. To define the precise bounds of this 
Precinct, without a map showing the location of the Patents 
embraced, would be exceedingly difficult, as it is to Patent 
bounds that the Act makes reference; but it is sufficient for our 



• This Charter is still preserved in the archives of St George's Church. 
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purpoBC to state that the territory extended from the soutli 
bounds of the Paltz Patent to Murderer's creek, and westward 
from Uudsou's river to the eastern bounds of Colden's Patent, 
and embraced what arc now the towns of Ncwburgh, New Wind- 
sor and Marlborough.* 

No change was made in this organization until 1762, when, on 
the 11th December, an Act was passed dividing the district into 
two Precincts to be known and called Newbnrgh Precinct and 
New Windsor Precinct, the latter embracing the territory south of 
Quassaick creek, and the former that north to the Paltz Patcnt.f 
Under this Act, the Precinct of Newburgh was organized by an 
election, held at the building now known as Washington'* Head 
Quarters, then occupied and owned by Capt. Jonathan Ilas- 
brouck, on the first Tuesday in April, 1763, when the following 
oflScers were chosen, viz: Samuel Sands, Clerk; Capt. Jonathan 
llasbrouck. Supervisor ; Richard Harper, John Windfield, and 
Samuel Wiatt, Assessors; Daniel Gedney, Constable; Henry 
Smith, Collector; Joseph Gedney and Benjamin Woolsey, Poor 
Masters; John McCrary, John Wandel, Burras Holmes, Isaac 
Fowler, Umphrey Merritt, and Thomas Woolsey, Path Masters; 
and Nathan Purdy and Isaac Fowler, Fence Viewers and Apprai- 
sers of Damages. I 

But the Precinct was still large, and, as the population increased 
serious inconveniences were experienced in the transaction of 
public business. This led to another division, by which the 

* The district embiuced in the Precinct of Highland was originally attached to New 
Palts. It was flwt erected into a Precinct, Sept. 5, 1710, by an order of the Court of 
Sewions of Ulster county, with limits undefined. The Act of 1743 erected the Pre- 
cincts of HighUuid,Wallkill and Shawangunk. The bounds of Highland Precinct are 
thus stated: "Eastward by Hudson's river; Southward by Murderer's creek; Westward 
by the East bounds of ColdenV, Johnston's, Van Dam's and Barbarie*s Patents, and 
North bv the South bounds of the Paltz Patent" The old Precinct records have, in all 
probabinty, been destroyed and with them much valuable information in reference to 
the politioU affiurs of the Precinct has been lost By one of the sections of the Act 
referred to, the first Precinct meeting was appointed to be held at the house of John 
Humphrey, in Little Britain, on the first Tuesday in April, 1744; and another section 
defined the local officers — Supervisor, Clerk, kc, — to be elected. 

t "That the said Precinct, called by the name of the Highland Precinct, shall be and 
is hereby divided into two Precincts, by a line beginning at the mouth of Quassaick 
creek, and running from thence along the South Bounds of a Tract of Ijmd commonly 
called the German Patent, to another Tract granted to Alexander Baird,and then along 
the Southerly Bounds of the said last mentioned Tract to the Walkill Precinct, And 
that all the Lands heretofore comprehended within the said HiglUand Precinct lying to 
the Southward of the aforesaid Dividing Line shall be called bv the name of the New 
Windsor Precinct: And that all the Lands heretofore comprehended within the said 
Highland Precinct lying to the Northward of the aforesaid Dividing Line, shall, from 
and after the Publication of this Act, be called by the name of Newbnrgh Precinct.**— 
See. 1, Chap, MCCV,, Law$qf 1762, 

This section proves how imfounded is the impression that Newbui^h was originally 
comprehended in the Precinct of New Windsor. 

% In another place in this volume will be found a list of the principal officers of the 
Precinct and Town from 1763 to 1858. 
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Precinct of New Marlborough was erected from territory lying 
between the south line of the Paltz Patent, and the north line of 
the Patent to Francis Harrison and Company.* Under this 
division, the Precinct of Newburgh comprehended, in addition 




to the 2190 (1) acres of the German Patent, 6000 acres granted 
to Alexander Baird and Company, (2); 7000 acres to Jacobus 
Kip and Company, (3); 1800 acres to Richard Bradley and 
William Jamison, (4); 2000 acres to James Wallace, (6); 817 
acres to Ann, Sarah, Catharine, George, Elizabeth and Mary 
Bradley, (6); 5900 acres to Francis Harrison and Company, (7); 
1000 acres to John Spratt, (8); 300 acres to Melchoir Gillis, (9); 
and 300 acres to John Johnston, (10); nmking a total of 27,307 
acres.f 

These Patents were at first partitioned among the members of 
the several companies by whom they were taken, and afterwards 
sold by them or their heirs, or by attorneys. The Harrison 
Patent, for example, was first divided into fi\e parcels, one of 
which was held by Francis Harrison, one by John Haskel, one 

* "All the lAnds heretofore comprehended within the naid Precinct of Newbui^h, 
lyinff to the Northward of the aforesaid Division Lines, (Harrison'K and other Patents,) 
shall be called bv the name of New Marlborough Precinct: And all the Lands hereto- 
fore comprehended in the said Precinct of Newburgh lying to the Southward of the 
aforesaid Division Lines shall continue to be called Newburgh I'recinct.'' — Sec, 11 of 
Aati»qfl772. 

f The Census of 1855 shows 23,244| acres improved, and 4,078^ acres unimproved in 
the town, varying a little from the quantity named in the old Patents. The difference 
is probably the result of errors in surveys. The figures in parenthesis (1,2, Ac.,) refer 
to the location of the Patents on the map. The lines of the Patent* may nut be strictlv 
accurate, but are sufficiently ho to define their general location. The Patentees, with 
one or two exceptions, were non-resident land-speculators and government officials. 
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by James Graham, one by Alexander Griggs, and one by William 
Bond. By subsequent transfers James Alexander and Samuel 
Gomoz* became interested in the Patent, while Graham's and 
Bond's interests were disposed of by their heirs. A similar dis- 
position was made of the Patent to Jacobus Kip and Company; 
while the Patent to Alexander Baird and Company passed wholly 
to Governor William Burnet, and was sold after his death by 
William Brown, of Salem. 

This general and frequent change in proprietors raises a 
serious (;bstacle in the way of tracing satisfactorily, in all cases, 
the transfer of the lands to actual settlers; and to this may be 
added, that in many instances the deeds are not recorded in the 
Clerk's office. The investigations that we have made, however, 
show that the first settlements outside of the Geiman Patent 
were ahmg the King's highway between the village of Newburgh 
and Marlborough. In the vicinity of Middlehope, Melchior Gillis 
settled, as previously noticed, as early probably as 1709. In the 
same vicinity, 1200 acres, being portions of the shares of 
James Graham and Alexander Griggsf in the Harrison Patent, 
passed to Jurie Quick as early as 1719. Quick sold to Zach- 
arias Hofman, and after his death this tract, and the lots held 
by him in the German Patent, were sold to settlers, among 
others to Joseph Bloomer, in 1754, and Michael Demott and the 
Dentons and Flewwelliugs in 1764. Another parcel of the 
Harrison Patent was sold as early as 1716 to James Blls worth; 
which was for a time occupied by his widow, and then sold by 
William Ellsworth to Samuel Stratton in 1753, and by Stratton to 
Jehiel Clark. Another parcel was sold by James Alexander to 
Arthur Smith in 1751. Samuel Gomoz sold to Samuel and John 
Fowler, November 6, 1747, one half of the fifth division of the 
Patent, consisting of 500 acres. The extreme northern portion 
of the Patent was held at an early date by Jacobus Van 
Blarcken, whose interest was purchased by Wolvert Acker at 
Sheriff's sale in 1772. The interest of William Bondf in the 
Patent descended to Susanna Bond, who sold 600 acres to 
William Wynant; 100 acres to James Hunter; 200 acres to 
Jurian Mackey, and 100 acres to Jane Wynant, wife of Jurie 
Wynant. These sales were all made prior to 1762. The Gillis 
Patent, or a portion of it, passed to John Fowler, and from him 
to Daniel Kniffen, in 1758, and afterwards to Underbill Merritt. 



• Written on the Tax-roll, "Gomoz, the Jew.'' He was a merchant in New York, 
t Their shares were sabseqnent known as "Grifrffs' Patent'' and "Bond's Patent.'* 
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The Patent to Alexander Baird and Company was divided into 
lots of 200 acres each, and the management of it was placed in the 
hands of William Brown of Salem, Mass., with a view evidently 
to invite emigrants from that Province. Brown sold, on the 25th I 

December, n4J9, twenty-six of the lots, numbered from four to j 

thirty, to Samuel Belknap,* who sold thirteen of the lots to his | 

brother Thomas, in 1754; one lot to Morgan Powell, in 1761; part 
of a lot to Josiah Talket, 1765; part of a lotto Felix McLannen, 
in 1765; part of a lot to James Stickney, in 1766; four lots to 
Isaac Belknap, in 1763; and four lots to David Belknap,in 1766. 
Thomas Belknap sold one [lot to Samuel Sprague, in 1761; part 
of a lot to Robert Beatty; and several lots to other persons. 
Brown also sold, in 1761, to Robert Beatty lot No. 1. i 

The Wallace Patent was purchased by Joseph Penny, and 
was henceforth known as the Penny Patent. Penny sold 200 or • i 

300 acres to Robert Ross, and settled upon the remainder in com- ; 

pany with his seven sons, John, William, Robison, Joseph, Peter, j 

James and Allen. The Patent to John Spratt and Company, | ! 

was purchased by Joseph Gidney and settled by his four sons, j 

Joseph, Daniel, David and Eleazer. We can find no record of 
the transfers of the Kip and Bradley Patents, but we presume 
that Nathaniel Foster, Silas Gardiner, and Thomas Edwards, 
who were early settlers, were the first purchas(»rH. 

But it is not necessary to give further details. Most of the 
Patents appear to have been sub-divided, after the commencement 
of the last half of the century, and the Patentees were succeeded 
by those energetic pioneers of this region — the Belknaps, Fowlers, 
Beattys, Merritts, Tookers, ('rowells, Gidneys, Fosters and others, 
whose descendants still occupy prominent j)ositions in the town. 
Few districts promised more certain returns for labor. The 
western Patents were covered with a dense growth of timl>er 
especially suited for ship building, and a good market was within 
comi)aratively easy reach. In addition to these advantages, the 
pathway from New England to what was then the Great West, 
ran through this region, and thus many ^emigrants were led to 
stop and rear their humble cabins here. 

Such was the condition of the Precinct of Newburgh when 
the discussions, which j»receded and produced the Revolution, 
fixed the attention and engaged the sympathies of the i)eople. 
When the news of the Boston massacre were wafted hither 

* Belknap paid £1500 for the tract, and sold to Thomas, his brother, one half for £826. 
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from New England, followed, as they were, by the tidings tliat 
patriot blood had been shed at Lexington — when the shock came 

''That hurled 
To diut, in miny ftigmenta dashed and ■trown. 
The throne, whose roots were in another world*'— 

they embraced with quick and unflinching zeal the cause Of their 
country. Yet few localities in the Province were more immedi- 
ately under the influence of officers of the Crown than was 
Newburgh. Lieut. Governor Golden had his residence within a 
few miles of the village, and in the vicinity there wore other 
persons intimately connected with the government whose influ- 
ence tended to secure a degree of favor for the British ministry 
that would not otherwise have been obtained. Although, perhaps, 
not opposed to the cause of the Colonists on the questions 
immediately under discussion, Gov. Colden saw that the tendency 
of events was to independence; and from this he shrank, not 
because he thought it could not be achieved, but that it could 
not be permanently maintained. Aside from the influence he 
exerted, other causes contributed, more or less, to divide the 
people of Newburgh on the great issue presented for their 
consideration; and it is a matter of surprise that in a population 
like that which then occupied the Precinct, so many were found 
ready to peril life and fortune in the seemingly desperate strife. 

The drama of the Revolution opened in Newburgh, as in so 
many other places, on the passage of the non-importation reso- 
lutions by the Provincial Congress in 1774, which resolutions 
led to the formation, in every City, Town and Precinct, of 
a "Committee of Safety and Observation." Tlie City of New 
York took the lead by organizing a committee of one hundred, 
of which Isaac Low was chairman, and by sending circulars to 
all the Towns and Precincts in the Province urging the formation 
of similar committees. About the same time a pamphlet entitled 
"Free Thoughts on the Resolves of Congress" made its appear- 
ance and was scattered broadcast over the land. The people 
now had the question fairly before them, and in their local 
meetings discussed the points involved. The result was soon 
apparent. The Precincts of Shawangunk, Hanover, Wallkill, 
New Windsor, and Newburgh, in January, 1775, publicly burnt 
the pamphlet, and at the same time organized the committees 
proposed. In Newburgh, a meeting was held at the house of 
Martin Weigand, on the 27th January, 1775, when Wolvert 
Acker, Jonathan Hasbrouck. Thos. Palmer, John Belknap, Joseph 
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Coleman, Mobcs Iligby, Samuel Sands, Stephen Case, Isaac 
Belknap, Benjamin Birdsall, John Robinson, and others, were 
appointed a "Committee of Safety and Observation/' 

The first duty devolving upon this committee was to attend a 
convention at New Paltz on the 7th of April, for the purpose 
of selecting delegates to a Provincial Convention to be held at 
New York on the 20th of the same month. Newburgh was rep- 
resented in the New Paltz meeting by Col. Jonathan Hasbrouck, 
Thomas Palmer, Wolvert Acker, and John Belknap, who voted 
to send Charles DeWitt, Oeorge Clinton, and Levi Pauling, to 
the Provincial Convention, "with full power to declare the sense 
of this County relative to the grievances under which Hi« 
Majesty's American subjects labor.'* 

Another and still more decisive proof of the position occupied 
by the inhabitants of the Precinct soon followed. The com- 
mittee of New York drew up and signed, on the 29th of April, 
a Pledge to observe and maintain the orders and resolutions of 
both the Continental and Provincial Congress; and this Pledge 
was sent for signatures to all the Precincts and Counties in the 
Province.* All who signed it, were avowed friends of the 
American cause, whose efforts and influence the patriot leaders 
could depend upon ; while those who refused to sign were equally 
well known as the supporters nf the ministry. The Pledge, 
was in the following form : 

"Persuaded that the sah'ation of the rijrhtfi and liberties of America depend, under 
God, on the firm union of its inhabitants in a vigorous prosecution of the measoreii 
necessary for its safety; and convinced of the necessity of preventing anarchy and 
confusion, which attend the dissolution of the powers of government, we, the freemen. 
free-holders and inhabitants of Newburgh, being greatly alarmed at the avowed design 
of the Ministry to raise a revenue in America, and shocked by the bloody scene now 
acting in Massachusetts Bay, do, in the most solemn manner, resolve nbvek to bkcome 
KLAVES; and do associate, under all the ties of religion, honor and love to our country, 
to adopt and endeavor to carry into execution whatever measures may be recommended 
by the Continental Congress, or resolved upon by our Provincial Convention, for the 
purpose of preserving our Constitution, and opposing the execution of the several arbi> 
trary acts of the British Parliament, until a reconciliation between Great Britain and 
America on Constitutional principles (which we most ardently desire.) can be obtained; 
and that we will in all things follow the advice of our General Committee respecting 
the purposes aforesaid, the preservation of peace and good order, and the safety of 
individuals and property.'* 

Immediately on receiving tlie proceedings of the New York 
committee, the Newburgh committee placed a copy of the 
Pledge at the hotel of Martin Weigand for signatures. The 
great mass of the people came forward voluntarily and subscri- 
bed their names; but a few timid ones, anticipating the final 
result of the controversy, or unwilling to risk the displeasjire of 
the Crown, shrank from the test, and the committee found it 

• American Arrhivwt. Vol. II.. 471 . 4th H#»rie«. 
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necessary to adopt euorgetic measures to induce them to unite 
in the movement. For this purpose, a meeting of the committee 
was held at the house of Martin Weigand (May 15,) and 
Wolvert Acker appointed chairman, and Cornelius Hasbrouck, 
' clerk. The proceedings read as follows: 

I "This Committee, Utkiog into considentioii the present must alarming situation of 

I oar pablic affiure, occasioned by the bloody measures of a wicked Ministry; and con- 

sidering the great utility of a General Association being fully ttigued by every mule 
I penoD, from the age of sijctcen and upwards, in this Province; and whereas wc have 

I reason to lament that a number of persons in this PrecUict arc so lost to the preservation 

j of themselves and their country, that thev reAise, or neglect, to sign the Association 

I with the rest of their neighbors, fellow-sufterers and countr>'men in this Precinct: 

I I. ReMlvedt That this Committee, in their several Districts, as they or the migor part 

I of them shall agree, respectively be, and are hereby appointed t<» wait on such ))ertM)ns 

who have neglected and refused to sign the said Association, and in the mot$t friendly 

maimer to invite them to sign the same. 
I 3. Ruolvtd, That in case any person or persons, being males of the age aforesaid, 

I shaU refuse to sign the same, or does not come hi and sign the same on or before the 

I 29th of this instant, he or they shall, and are hereby deemed enemies to their country. 

I 3. Resolved t That any person or persons refusing as afurei«aid, that it is the opinion 

I of this Committee, that no person or persons whatsoever t^hall have any kind of conuec- 

.| , tion or dealings with such person or iiersons whatsoever; and that whobocver shall have 

any such connection, ought te be treated in like manner, and be considered as an enemy 
I to nis country, notwithstanding he or they may have signed the AHsociation. 

i 4. ResolvMf And we do recommend it to all our neighboring Towns, Precincts. 

I . Counties and Provinces, that they -vih in like manner treat such persons aforesaid. 

I 5. Resolved, That the name of such person or persons, who shall refuse as aforesaid. 

' shall be made public in the Newspapers. 

I 6. Resolved^ That any person owning Negroes in this Precinct, shall not, on any 

I account whatever, suffer his or their Negro or Negroes to be absent from his dwilhng- 

' house or fiirm, after sun-down, or send them out in the day-time off their faim Without 

a pass; and in case any Negn)es shall be found abroad, contrary to the above resolve^ 
I (except it be in return with his or their master's team,) shall t« apfirehended ly any 

I I person or persons whatsoever, who shall cause them to receive thirty-five lashes, or any 

I number less, as the said Committee shall ludge proper. 

7. Retolved, That the above resolves of the Committee shall be subject to the control 
I . of the Provincial and Continental Congresses, to tlieir approbation and disapprobation. 

■ ' 8. Resolved, That we will truly adhere to and obey whatever licsulutiuuH the Pro- 

I vincial and Continental Congresses, or either of them, nhall i-c^dlve and direct, with 

respect to this Precinct, or other matters which are ^> l)e observed in general until such 
i times as His Mi^ty and His Lords and Commons shall repeal their pre»ieut tyranical 

acts and measures, and again restore us to our former libeities and pri\ileges, wiiich by 
j law and nature we are entitled to as natural-bom subjects.'- * 

On the 29th May, the Provincial Congress directed the com- 
mittees holding the Pledge to return the same before the 15th 
July "with the names of signers and those who refused to sign"; 
and, in accordance with this resolution, Wolvert Acker, the 
chairman of the Newburgh committee, made, on the 14th July, 
the return called for on behalf of the Precinct, viz: 

"At a meethag of the Precmct of Newburgh, on Tuesday the 6th of July, 1775, in 
compliance with a resolve of the Provincial Congress of New York, requesting us by 
the 15th of this instant to make a return of the names of those who have signed the 
Association, together with those who have not« — we lament, gentlemen, that it is our 
unhappmesB that there is such a number of the latter, and a number amon^ them who 
are the most daring, presumptuous vilhiins, often threatening lives, pro} erties and indi- 
viduals, damnhig Congress and Committees, declaring that they will join the enemy 
if opportnnitv presents, and b^ the general spirit they discover, we conceive ourselves 
exposed to their bloody principles, unless some metnod can be fallen upon for the 
preventing them in carrying into execution their wicked designs, — which we submit to 
your wisdom, conceiving ourselves safe under your wise protection. Enclosed you have 
a list of the names of those that have associated and those that have not." 

• Archive*! 606. Vol. IT., 4th scries. 
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The signoiK of tlic Pledge were as follows: 



Col. Jona. Hasbronrk. 
Thomas Palmer, 
Isaac Belknan. 
William Darlin^r. 
Wolvert Acker. 
John Belknap. 
John Robinson. 
Saml. Clark. 
Beig. Birdsall. 
Beqjamin Smith. 
James Waogh. 
Abel Belkna]!. 
Moses Higby, 
Henry Groj>8oy. 
Wm. Hardmg. 
Joseph Belkna)). 
John Stratton. 
l^wis Holt, 
Saml. HaUock, 
Samuel Spraffue. 
Burroughs HolmeK. 
Samuel Bond, 
Thomas Campbell. 
James Cosman, 
Lewis CUu-k, 
Jonathan Swett. 
Reuben Tooker. 
David Belknap, 
Daniel Birdsall. 
Ilobert Lockwoorl. 
Itonj. Knap, 
Saml. Westlakc. 
Josiah Wanl. 
Silas Gardner. 
Jacob Gillw. 
Wm. Kencadeii. 
James Denton. 
John Foster, 
lloiHJ Mills. 
John Cosman. 
Wm. Wear, 
Thomas Fish. 
Wm. lAwrence, Jr.. 
John Kemnghan. 
liol)ert Hanmer. 
Ilobert R088. 
John Crowel, 
Ol)adiah Weeks. 



Nicholas Stephens. 
Johannis 8nidcr, 
Bcmamin Robinson. 
Andrew Spngue. 
rhomas Beaty, 
Solo. Buckingham. 
Wm. Bowdlsh. 
Jona. Belknap. 
Jacob Trempcr. 
.Abraham Smith. 
<'amelius Wooil. 
John Lawrence. 
Ctcorge Hack, 
John Shaw, 
<'Onis.Ha8brouck. 
IwacDemott, 
David Smith, 
John Stratton. 
Absalom Case, 
Joseph Dunn, 
Daniel Morewisc. 
Jonathan Owen, 
Jehiel Clark, 
Ileuben Holms. 
Xathi Coleman. 
(«eorge Leonard. 
ElnaUian Foster. 
Neal McLean. 
Wm. Palmer, 
.\fartinWeigand. 
Wm. Foster, 
Wm. WUson, 
Wm.8tillwell,Jr.. 
Peter Donally. 
Charles Tooker. 
liOonard Smith. Jr.. 
Kcnry Smith, 
James Wooden, 
Thomas Smith, 
<;aleb Chase, 
David Green. 
John StiUweli. 
Luff Smith, 
John (Sates. 
Benj. Darby, 
Israel Smith. 
Thads. Smith. 
.Jacob Myers, 



John Tremper. 
chariea WiUett. 
Jeremiah Dmm. 
Wm. Lawrence. 
Robert Wangh, 
Wiggins OonkUn. 
Robert Beattj, Jr.. 
Abr*m Johnston. 
Sihw Spenr. 
James Clark. 
David MUls. 
(*aleb Collin, 
James Harris. 
Tho.Hagaman, 
Wm. Donn, 
Xehemiah Carpenter. 
I^eonard Smith. 
Wm. Day, 
John Wandel, 
Abel ThraU, 
Phineaa Corwhi. 
.Hoses Hunt, 
Samuel Sands. 
Jacob Concklin. 
•loseph Price, 
John Saonders, 
George Westlake. 
BniverWeigand. 
Tunb Keiter, 
Hug^Quigly, 
Daniel Darby, 
Isaac Brown, Jr., 
Hesekiah Wyatt. 
Wm. MThitehead, 
Daniel Goldsmith. 
<ktbriel Travis, 
Xathaniel Weed. 
John Weed, 
l>aniel Duboise. 
Arthur Smith, 
iHaao Fowler, 
Stephen Outman. 
Saml. Stratton, 
Joseph Carpenter. 
Daniel Thurstin. 
John Fowler. 
Daniel Clark, 
Isaac Donaldson. 



Francis Hanmer. 


Saml. Concklin. 


Wm. ConckUn, 


William Bloomer. 


Isaac Brown. 


<'harles Tooker. 


Abraham Garrison. 


Peter TUton, 


John Smith, 


James Marston. 


John Douaghy, 


Isaac Fowler, Jr., 


Samuel Gardiner. 


Ste. Stephenson. 


William Wright. 


Anning Smith, 


John Griggs, 
Saml. SnTith, 


Wm. White, 


Richard Albcrtsoii. 


Daniel Kniffeu. 


Benj. Lawrence, 
j Richard Buckingliaui. 


Jeremiah Wanl. 


Rob. Morrison. 


Wm. Ward. 


John Dolson, 


Jacob Morewise, 


Wm. Rus«cl. 


I^eonard Smith. 


! The persons refusing to sign were: 




Xehemiah Fowler. 


Thomas Fowler. 


Daniel Purdy, 


Stephen Wiggins. 
Inaiah Purdy. 


Stephen Wood, 
♦Abel Flewwelling. 


Daniel Purdy, Jr., 
John Hendrick. 


♦(Albert Purdy. 


Jonathan Pine, 


♦Isaac Barton, 


Xatban Purdy. 


♦Samuel Fowlfr. 


WUliam Roach. 


*.Tohn Wiggins. 


Joseph Cope, 


David Horton, 


* James Leonard, 


Hazael Smith. 


TheophilusMoeer. 


♦Morris Flewwelling. 


Jona. Brunbridgr. 


♦Jonas Totten, 


* Anthony Beatlobron . 

i 


.fowph Headley, 


Daniel Doriand. 
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^DAOiel UaiuH. ltei\J,Lewiii, Duaiel Uouudi*. 

*Dmniel Dentou. Peter Aldri|{e, John Morrel, 

Daniel Denton. Jr.. *John FlewweUiu^'. Mu«e8 Knap, 

*George Merritt. Jacob Frj, David Wvatt, 

■ ~ " - ~ - I Dentoi 



Adam Patrick, Jamea Perr}*, Samuel Dentou, 

*Gabriel Tnvid . Jaa. Pattenou . Thomas Orr, Jr. , 

JohnWiggina.Jr.. David Gedney, « Daniel Gedney. 

loaephGednev, Jr.. George Elnui. John Elmji. 

George DevoU. Nathan Pnrdy. Jr.. .lo«eph Pennv . 

Ou the day on whicli this return was rurwardcd, the i^eiisoiis 

whose names are marked in the preceding lint with an asterisk. 

came before the committee and made affidavit of their intention 

to abide bj' the measures of the Continental Congress. This 

paper is as follows: 

"Whereat*, we the aobacribent, have rcfti»«d to i»igu thv Amiuciatiuu within the thuf 
Ihnited by the Provhicial Congress; and whereas our troubles with the mother countir 
continue to increase, and we are now convinced that we have no other alternative left 
bat to repel force by force, or submit to be slaves; sewtible that this is our deplorable 
'(itaation, and in order to conthine to Ihik our chain of friendship still more firm, and 
to convince our friends and the friends of American Liberty in general, we do hereby | 

iiolemnly and sincerely swear on the Holy Evangelists that we will, from hencefortli. 
heartily agree and consent to whatever our Contmental and Provincial Congresses have, 
or may do, direct, ordain, and appoint, for the prc8er\'ation of our constitutional liberty : > 



unhappily prevailed m some parts c 
liear and pay our quota of all ezpei 
has ahpeaay or may hereafter accrui 



and that we will, as much as hi us lies, discourage the sphit of opponition tliat has ton 

' " ' I counlT}'' That we will, from time to time, 
ith the rest of our brethren in America, that 
' accrue in defending our liberties aforesaid. And we do 
liereby further swear, that we make this declaration and oath of our own tree will and 
voluntary consent; and in testimony whereof, wc have herennto set our hands thi^ 14th 
(Uiy of July, Anno Domini, 1775. 

Jamea Leonard, (Jeorge HardiuK. -'olm Trucsdiil. 

Daniel Gedney, Stephen Woo«l, Thomas Ireland. 

Daniel Hains, Daniel RejrnoldH. Inaac Barton. 

.Samuel Devinc Gabriel Travenkr, Samuel Fowler. 

Jona. Totten , Daniel Denton . ( iilbert Pnrdy . 

George Merritt. John Flewwelling. John Wiggiun. 

Abel Flewwelliug, Anthony Beatlebit»ii. James Denton, 

The signers of the I'ledge numbered one hundred and fifty-nini*. 
and tlie numl>er was subsequently increased by the declaration 
last quoted to one hundred and eighty. Thirty-eight persons 
refused to sign. The figures united give a total male population, 
of sixteen years of age and upwards, of two hundred and 
eighteen. 

While the proceedings recited above were in progress, another 
convention of committees from the several Precincts was held 
at New Paltz, at the house of Mrs. Ann DuBois, on the 1 Itli May, 
for the purpose of selecting deputies to represent the County in 
a Provincial Convention to be heM in New York on iUv. 2i>d 
May. In tlie New Paltz convention. Newburgh was represented 
by Col. Jonathan JIasbrouck, John ]vobinson, and Benjamin 
Birdsali. wlm united in the ballot appointing Col. Johannes 
llardenljcrgh, Col. James Clinton, Egbert Dumond, Esq.. Docl. 
Charles Clinton. (Miristopher Tappen, John Nicolson, and John 
llornbeck, Esqs,. <l(»pnties. and who continned to serve as such 
for one vear. 
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More active duties soon devolved on the euinmittee of the 
Precinct. A portion of those who had refused to sign the Pledge, I 

as well as a few who had signed the subsequent affidavit, | 

were guilty of acts which, in the opinion of the committee, 
deserved punishment, and which it was determined should be 
administered. The first instance of this character is report^ to 
the Provincial Congress of New York in a joint letter from the 
committees of Newburgh and New Windsor, read at a session 
of the Committee of Safety on the 18th July. The letter is 
signed by Wolvert Acker and Samuel Brewster, and states that 
John Morrel, Adam Patrick and Isaiah Purdy were not only 
"possessed of principles very inimical to the grand cause in 
which we are embarked, but whose conduct, ever since the com- 
Jiiencement of these unhappy times, has been such as to disturb 
the i)ublic tranquility."* The persons named were arrested and 
taken to New York under guard, where they were examined by 
the Committee of Safety. They admitted many of the charges 
against them, and were ordered to be confined in the barracks; but 
wore subsequently released **upon their contrition and promise 
of amendment," and the Newburgh committee was instructed to 
treat them kindly unless they should commit further unlawful 
acts. 

Again, under date of October 27, 1775, it appears that Stephen 
Wiggins and David Purdy, being deemed guilty of unlawful acts, 
wore arrested by order of the committee and sent to New York ;f 
but the tinal disposition of their case does not appear. 

Of those who signed the affidavit, quoted above, Samuel 

*"(tKNTLCMEN: Wc urc extitMiielv Horry to be under the disagreeable neceasityof 
trMililiiip you on this occason. Xotdin.^ but dire uei'ewity could have induced as to take 
uiiy Ktops Vhich may l>e (Mmi«tnicd by this honorable Conf^'CHS to be aside ftt>m the path 
ol'*»luty. We lierewith soiul you three [lerwon**, who u«it only possess principles very 
ininiical to the errand caiixv in which wcnre embarked, but whotH* conduct, ever since thie 
ilrst of these unhappy tinit-s, has been hucIi as to disturb the public tranquility and 
th'-itroy that unauimity so iiefosMarj- for the presen'ation of our liberties. Their names 
aro .John Mom*!, Adain Tatrirk and Isaiah Purdy. Herewith, (gentlemen, you will also 
rtM'oive several dep'witions tiken lieforo John Xicoll. Esq., relative to the matter, which 
is all wo have the time to tike at present; these we submit to the judfnnent of thehono* 
rable ('onp^ress, whether cither or all of these perwHis accused I* worthy of confinement 
or not." — Archives. 

t This is to certify, that wc, the Committee of Safety and Observatlfiii for the Precinct 
of Xewbnrph, for the apprehension of two persons, viz: Stephen Wiprgias and David 
Purdy, did rerpiest and tuimmand Capt. Samuel l/)gan, of tlie Minute ('ompany at New 
Windsor, to assist with eleven of his men in ajiprehonding the said (>erHonM, he having 
attended and assisted one day and a half, with himself at the hea<l of the following 
persons, viz: John Robinson, Ensign; David Mandevill and John .Scofield, Sergeants; 

: i^\'ates. Capt. Logan's accoiuit, signed by Mr. Acker, 

f himself and men, for the time above certified, is just; 
, we refer to be calcuUited by ymi. agreeable to the 
order of Congres".'' 

"X. B. The expenses are &<i follows, via: Laid out for the aliove men, this 27th day 
of October, 1775, one pound five shillings and three \}ence." ^Archive*, 
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Devine,* Samuel Fowler and Daniel Dentont renounced its terms 
and were arrested and confined. The Flewwellings were also 
disaffected, and one of them joined Claudius Smith's band of 
outlaws and was hung at Goshen in 1779. A few renegades 
were also found among those who had signed the Pledge, uf 
whom Silas GardinerJ was one. 

In some instances no doubt, these changes were honestly made, 
and were the result of the new and more advanced position 
occupied by the Whigs. At first, it will be borne in mind, that 
only the redress of grievances was demanded and a reconciliation 
with the £Jrown, on ''constitutional principles," w^as "earnestly 
desired." This, however, soon gave place to the declaration that ' 
the Colonies were, "and of right ought to be, free and independent 
States." Many who were ready to embark in the effort to secure 
redress, regarded a struggle for an independent national existence 
as hopeless, and all engaged in such an enterprise as already under 
sentence of death. Hence they preferred to remain loyal to the 
King, although denouncing the acts of his ministry. The course I 

pursued by the Committee of Safety and Observation, in carrying 
out the rule that those who wished to remain neutral, should 
be so beyond suspicion, and in arresting and confining persons 
on very slight provocations, no doubt contributed to drive some 
into the ranks of active opponents.§ It is not for us, however, } 

* *' Ulster Coanty— Stephen Seymour, of full age, being sworn on the Holy Evange- , 
lists, this 4th dav of Jan y, 1776, aaith, that on Monday evening, the flntt \nstL, at the j i 
house of Daniel McGiden, he heard Samnel Devine repeatedly drink damnation to the > < 
CoDgnm and all the Whigs; that hist year waa Whig year, bat this would be Tory year; ; | 
and ukewise that aU the Whigs would be hanged in the spring; and ftirthermorc called I ■ 
the Whigs a pack of damned rebeL»— and farther saith that he would not obey his officerM | j 
more than he would a dog.** 

"Ulster County—Henry Lockwood, of ftill ago, being duly sworn, saith. that on hia I i 

way home (h>m Newburgh he met with some persona, among whom was a certain > | 

ijamnel Devine, who then asked him if he did not know there was a reward for taking 
up a Committee man and sending him on board a man-of-war; who then threatened U> ' 

tue this deponent, he being one of the Committee of Marlborough Precinct, and that • i 

he would have £40 cash, or 50 acres of land, for delivering him, Ac—Archivet, \ 

t Aug. 18, 1778.— Samuel Fowler arrested as a person of "equivocal and suspected | 

character'^'-refuaed the oath of allegiance to tlie State, and was confined by the Com- I I 

mittee. Sept. 4, 1778.— Daniel Denton arrested as a person of "equivocal and suspected > 

«:d character*'— refused tiie oath and was confined. — CUnUm Papert. . 

X Silas Gardiner was arrested in 177G, afid confined in Connecticut. On the petition ! 

«»f Stephen Case and others, he waa permitted to visit his family; and on the further 
petitwn of Thomas Palmer, in 1778, nc was permitted to remain in Newburgh. Palmer 
Mtates that Gardiner's family were in "distressing circumstances, almost the whole of his i . 

peisoDal property having been sold for their support.'*— C/tnlon Papert, 

* A single instance related by our venerable friend, Mr. Janica Donnelly, will serve to \ | 
iUustratc this point George Harding, one of the signers of the affidavit visited New 

York, soon after the English obtained possession of the citv, and was detained there for i i 

three or four weeks, without waiting for an explanation, the committee seized his . . 

goods and turned his family into the street. On Harding's return and discovery of the ' > 

wreck mode of his i>o«)esHion8, he resolved to follow the perpetrators of the act wiUi , , 
his vengeance; and Joining the lovali8t«*. he acted a<« a spv aunng the whole war, caumng 

the IVhigv* no little trouble. i 1 
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to assume that the verdict passed by tlie Whigs of '76 on the 
conduct of the "King's men" was erroneous. The struggle of 
the former was not only for independence, but for liberty and 
life ; and therefore they had a right to expect that their neigh- 
bors should not join hands with their deadly foes. The testimony 
of history is, that many of the "King's men" proved themselves 
to be the worst and bitterest enemies of the Whigs; and it was 
natural that the latter should not only regard all of that party 
with suspicion, but treat them with severity. More than two 
generations, however, have elapsed since those stirring and 
trying times; and the deep hostilities engendered during the 
war have passed away witii those who were the actors in the | 

struggle. In perfecting our form of government and in develop- ' 

ing the resources of our country, the descendants of many of the 
"King's men" have borne an honorable part, and should not be 
subjected to reproach. The course pursued by our fathers belongs 
to history; and it is for us, and those who come after us, to 
cherish the devotion of and toils those engaged in the cause of j 

freedom, and to avoid the error of those who sought to abridge I 

the inalienable rights of man. 

Not only was the committee engaged in detecting and ♦ 

arresting the disaflectcd, but also in organizing the militia ! 

of th(^ Precinct. Two companies* were formed in 1716, the first J 

conmianded by Samuel Clark, and the second by Arthur Smith, 
and rendered active service. In July, 1776, in conjunction witli 
the general committee of Ulster County, the committee organized 
a company of Rangers. This company was composed of three | 

divisions — of one of which Isaac Belknap was Captain — subject I 

to the orders of the general committee; and was in service during | 

the war in guarding the frontiers, and on expeditions against the \ 

predatory bands of Tories scattered through the country.f 

* "Honorable Gentlemen:— Agreeable to your direction of the 9th Inst, the Militia 
Company of the Sonth-eaxt district of Newburgh, assembled on the 17th inst. at the I 

timise of CV)1. Jonathan llanbronck, and chose by a plurality of voices of the soldien of i 

said District, the following gentlemen for their Militia Officers: Samuel Clark, Captain; i 

Benjamin Smith. 1st Lieutenant; James Denton, Senr., 2d Lieutenant; Martin Wcigand, ' 

EnHign. We are, Ac. SAMUEL SANDS, { Two c5 I 

AuguHt 22, 1775. MOSES HIGBY, j Committtt». ' 

••Honorable Gentlemen:— Agreeable to your directions of the 9th inst, the Militia 
('ompany of the North District of Newburgh i*recinct, assembled on the 26th inst, at 
the Iiouse of I^ennicl C'uncklin, and choose, by a m^oritv of voices of the soldiers be- 
longing to said District, tlie following ))er8ons for their Militia Officers, viz: Arthur Smith, 
Captain; Isaac Fowler, Jr.. Ist Lieutenant: John Foster, 2d Lieutenant; Daniel Clark. 
Eni»ign. We arc, &c. MOSF^ HIGBY, ) Two of 

August 26, 1775. JOSEPH COLEMAN, ( Committee. ; 

t At the selection of officers, nine candidates were presented for Captahis, and four- 
teen candidates for Lieutenants. The Captains selected were Isaac Belknap, Jacob It. ! 
DeWitt and Elias Ha^hnmck.— ylrcAiw* 1^/., 1274,41* «^riM. ' 
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From itB proximity to tlic fort8 iu tlic HighlaudB — wliicli were 
properly regarded as ''the key to America,'' and for the defence 
of which the local militia were held in readiness to march at a 
moment's notice — the Precinct was kept in an almost constant 
state of anxiety, if not of alarm, by rumors of the incursions of 
the enemy. The history of the services of the militia of the 
Precinct cannot now be fully written from want of materials; 
but the records preserved, comparatively scanty though they be, 
as well as the general facts connected with the efforts of the 
British to obtain control of the navigation of Hudson's river, '^ 
suffice to show that they were repeatedly called out during the 
j war. In the still hours of the night, the beacon fires on the brows 

I of the rugged hills flashed out the alarm, and in the busy hours 

I of day booming signal guns responded to each other along the 

] line of fortifications, calling the toiling patriots to arm for the 

defence of their firesides. Anxiously were those signals watched ; 
and as soon as seen, fathers hurried away, and mothers stood 
' sentinel over the homes of their children.t 

Even the aged were not exempt from service in the ranks of 

I the militia. The Provincial Convention, in 1778, invited those 

i who, in ordinary circumstances, would be "exempts," to form 

companies to rei>el invasions and suppress insurrections, and the 

call was responded to by Martin Weigand, Humphrey Merritt, 

Samuel Stratton, William Bloomer, Joseph Albertson, William 

Carscaden, Isaac Fowlei-, ReuU»n Holmes, William Ward, James 

Denton, James Waugh, and others. A company was formed of 

j which Samuel Edmonds was Captain; Nathaniel Wyatt, 1st 
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I • Colonial History, VUI., 707. 

: t The militia were to march to thu defeucv of the fortd, or other poiuto of attack, on 

! tbe appeaimnoe of three beacon fires by night or a corresponding nomber of aignal gonii 

bv day. How frequently the militia of Newbargh were called out by thette signals in 
I nhown by the following return made of the servioefl of Col. Hasbrouck's regiment to 

' whkh tbev were attached, viz: 

Dec. 12, 177tj — Alarm and nervice at Hanuipr>. • .'UK) men 27 daj-n. 

" ' ' do - 100 " H " 

do 200 " 40 •• 

at Fort Moutgonierv. 150 *' 12 •* 

do 130 " 90 *• 

atPeekskill. 250 " 40 *• 

at Fort Montgomen*. 460 •• 8 •• 

do - * - .",00 •* H •• 

at Fort Constitntiou, 200 *' 10 •• 

at Bnming of EsupuM. iGO " 30 " 

at New Windnor, 120 " 45 " 

at West Point, 420 •• K •• 

--C'^mton Paptn. 

At the redaction of Fort Montgomery . the militia sullered neverely in killed and taken 
iirisoneiv. The Poor taxes rone from jE50 to £800, and special donatk>ns were collected | 

for "toch poor whoso husbands or parents were ki!led or taken prisoneni at Fort 
Mootgomery.^'— Pr«rm<4 Reeordt. \ 
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Lieuteuuiil, John Stratton, 2d Lieutenant, and Michael Lewis, 
Ensign; and held itself in readiness for service.* 

But it was not merely by their services as a militia that the 
|)eople of Newburgh contributed to the war. A depot for stores, 
under the charge of Andrew Taylor, Deputy Quarter \[aster 
Ueneral, was established here in 1777, and w^as maintained until 
the peace. Of course it devolved upon the inhabitants of the 
district, in the absence of regular troops, to collect the various 
stores needed by the army, and to convey them to distant points. 
When the tidings of the terrible sufferings at Valley Forge were 
received, they came forward with every mode of conveyance in 
their possession, eager to transport provisions, and the extent of 
their services may be inferred from a letter of Col. Taylor to 
Gov. Clinton, in which he states that "every sleigh and horse in 
this neighborhood is completely used up in this duty.-' 

Nor was this all. The inhabitants of Newburgh were subjected 
to great inconveniences and privations from the fact that the 
militia of other sections were located here. This place was 
made u point of rendezvous by General Orders.f and the billetiug 
of soldiers on the people was of frequent occurrence. To suppl}*^ 
them with food involved a heavy tax on the inhabitants, and their 
own families were often reduced to want by complying with the 
demands thus made upon their stores. 

On the reduction of Forts Montgomery and Clinton, in 1777, 
in accordance with the suggestions of the Committee of Safety, 
the people living near the river removed their families and goods 
into the interior, expecting that the expedition under Vaughau 
and Wallace w^ould lay waste the village; but in this they were 
fortunately disappointed. The expedition passed by, bestowing 
no other attention on the Hcttlement tlum the discharge of a few 
cannon. What was then the village of Newburgh, was shielded 
I'rom these passing shot by its position on the hill beyond the 
range of ship guns, as well as by a dense grt>wth of trees in 
many places along the river bank. It hence escaped injury, 
the i)resence of the militia in the vicinity ])robably preventing 
tlie enemy from lauding. 

The tleet, however, was Jiot permitted to go on its way entirely 

* The pciftonB named in the retura had previously tierved in hoiuc nnc of the Cuinpa- 
iiiei* compo8inK Col. Hanbrouck'n Regiment — Clinton Papers, 

t ''Nkwburoh, l>ec. 18, 1775. 

Pursuant to the ordera of < 'ongreMtj to the Ke^inent ander ray command, to be In 
leodincss upon any proper ahirm, 1 have appointed the place of general rendesvoufl to 
be at the honae of^Marttn Weigand, bi Xewburgh Precinct. J. HASBROUCK» Col. 
— i^rrAtvcf /F., 307. Uh Sene$, 
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unmolettted. A cuiiipauy of lads under the lead of Isaac Belknap, 
Jr., secreted themselves in the woods near what is now Mailler's 
dock, and as one of the transports neared the shore saluted the 
soldiers with a volley of musketry. No harm was done, although 
the soldiers were evidently surprised to find a foe lurking there. 
Discharging a cannon at the unseen enemy, the transport filled 
away on the other tack. Elated with their success, the lads ran 
up the river to about where the leather factory of Mr. Jennings 
is now situated, and, as the transport again neared the shore, 
fired another volley. This discharge created some confusion on 
board the transport; and another cannon ball was sent crashing 
through the trees. The boys then abandoned the contest, and 
proudly boasted that they had played a part in the war.* 

When the expedition returned, the militia moved along the 
river road and prevented a landing. A continual cannonade was 
kept up from the transports; and one man was killed on board the 
ferry boat.f After passing the chevaux-de-frise, one of the 
frigates anchored and remained for some time in taking sound- 
ings. The militia meanwhile was posted at Newburgh, New 
Windsor and other points in the vicinity, and kept watchful 
guard on the movements of the enemy.J 

Such were the services rendered by the people of Newburgh — 
such their toils and sacrifices in the achievement of the inde- 
pendence of the Republic. The great battles of the Revolution 
were fought elsewhere, and hence to fields red with carnage, they 
cannot point ; but in other and no less efficient methods they 
attested their devotion to the cause in which they had embarked. 
Well might the mothers of that period exclaim, when the bow of 
peace again spanned the national horizon, * 'Peace ! peace ! 
blessed peace !" 

But Revolutionary cvenls of more general interest cluster 
around the village and its immediate vicinity. From its secure 
and commanding position, the house of Col. Jonathan Hasbrouck, 

* Eiger's Onnge County, 153. 

t On the ISth of October. 1777, Gcu. JauieD Clinton, writing from his Head Qnarten 
At the hoose of Abel Belknap, mys: "Five of the British shipe retained this day down 
the river and fired many shotH, but onlv killed one man on the Ferry boat." 

^ In a letter dated "Abel Belknap'8, October 23d," Gen.ClinUm writes: "The enemy *h 
fHgate still lies below the ehevaux-de-friric. and it was my opinion she was stationed 
there to prevent our sinking any more; but Hen. Winds informed me yesterday be 
thoQj^fat she wanted to get higher up, as she has boats constantly sounding the channel. 
Gen. Winds' Brigade consists of about 500 or tfOO men, and is still increasing. Thcr are 
Klationed at New Windfior. Capt. Nichols and his company at the creek. Col. Thurs- 
ton's and Col. WoodhullV Regiments from the C-ounty Ime to Butter Hill, and thence 
along the Clove road to Francis Smith's. Col. McLaughry's Regiment at HasbrouckV 
Mill, keeping their main guard at Newburgh. Major DaBois with his company fW>m 
Newbonm along the river North.'* 
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which has heretofore been frequeutly ineutioiied in our pagen, 
was selected as the Uead Quarters of Washington, and here 
he continued to reside from April, 1782, until August, 1783; 
and at no great distance from the spot were the Head Quarters 
of his principal officers — of Hamilton, Wayne, Knox, Lafayette, 
and Steuben. On the ground where now are reared the homes of 
wealth, the tents of the encamped soldiers lluttercd in the passing 
breeze; and the heavy tread of the hosts of freedom, and the 
rumbling of cannon, awoke vibrations on the air that now 
resounds only with the hum of industry. 

Soon after the successful termination of the siege of Yorktown, 
(October, 1781,) the main portion of the American army returned 
to the Iludson river; and Washington (April, 1782,) made his 
Head Quarters at tlie Hasbrouck house in Xewburgh. For a 
short time in the autumn of 1782, the army was encamped at 
Verplanck's Point, where a junction waseflected witli the French 
forces, which, until this time had rt.Maained in Virginia. Immedi- 
ately after this junction, the latter marched to Boston, while the 
American army crossed the Iludson and went into winter 
quarters above the Highlands — portions being stationed at New 
Windsor,* at Fishkill, and in the vicinity of Walden. (lenerals 
Knox and Green, were quartered at the house of Mr. John 
Ellison, (now Capt. Charles Morton's,) Generals Gates and St. 
Clair were at the Kdmonston house; near Ellison^s; Lafayette 
was at the house of Mr. William Ellison; Wayne was at the 
old hotel of Martin Weigand, in Xewburgh; and the Baron 
Steuben at the house of Mr. Sanmel Verplanck in Fishkill.t 
During the summer of 1783, a portion of the army was in tents on 
the plain now occupied by the upper streets of the village, and 
passed through tin* usual exercises of camp-lif<» under the careful 
(hill of the Baron Steuben. The army remaineil in camp 

♦ Oct«)bcr 30. 17«2.— At reveilli?, ou the 26Ui iiwt., tlie left wing of tlic tinny, under thr 
iroiiiuiand of (ienerul Heath, ilecaiiiuetl from Ven)lanck'H Point and uiarcheU to the 
Highlands; took np our lodgiiiK iu tne wocmIh, wituont coverinfr. and were exiKM«ed to a 
heavy rain during the night and duv. Thence wc i-rot>Hed Uie HudHOU to >\W Point, 
and marched over the mountain called Butter-hill: p!iH8e<l the night in the open fleld, 
aind the next day reached the ground where we are to erect log hutf« for our whiter 
((uarten* near New Windwr I'hacherB Journal, 323. 

The Campicroand at New Windsor can be still distinctly traced by the nuns of the hute* 
(Ktcuoied by the aoldicni. The ixwition was chosen from its Hecurity and the focility with 
whicn fiopplieH could I* prcxrui^. The troojw ntationcd here were the New England 
line, Vau Cortlaiid'H New York Heginieut, and the Mar}'laud and i»art of the Virgiulst 
line. Another portion of the Virgiiua line wa>i stationed nour llic village of Walden: 
hut the main encampment whx at New Windsor. 

t With the exception of the hoiwe occupied by (ieneral W«yne, lluis*; Udldiugs aw* 
now standing. It mav be of IntereHt to add tluit the Life-(J^ard^>f Wanldngton occupied 
tentri where the old Malt-houBe, on Liberty Htreet, now stands. The Store-liouM' of 
the ('ommlwarA' (General was when* the old l*rc«b\'tei'lan Chun-h ixtand**. 
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here until tlie 3(1 i»f November, when, t»n the lawn around 
Head Quarters, Washington's Farewell Orders were read, and 
the army was formally disbanded. 

For a long time prior to the breaking up of the army, disamtent 
had prevailed among the soldiers and officers respecting the 
arrearages in their pay. On the 30th October, 1780, Congress 
had passed resolutions granting half-pay for life to the officers, 
but these resolutions stood on the faith of a government with no 
funds to enable it to perform its engagements; and after their 
passage, the Articles of Confederation hjid l)een adopted which 
made the consent of nine States necessary to give validity to 
any act appropriating public money; and nine States had never 
been in favor of the half-pay resolutions. Under these circuni- 
stances, and, considering the very scanty supplies that were 
furnished to the army, it was quite natural that discontent should 
prevail. 

Complaints were frequently made to Washington, w^ho was 
fully sensible of the sufferings of his companions in arms, and 
the most earnest appeals were made by him \o Congress to 
satisfy their claim; but Congress depended entirely on the States, 
and thuswas powerless to accomplish tlie end desired. The 
arn)y now resolved to take the matter into their own hands, and 
('olonel Nicola, an experienced c»fficer and a gentleman of high 
character, was selected to communicate to Washington their 
wishes and fears. In May, 1782, Nicola addressed a letter to 
Washington at Newburgh, in which, after some general remarks 
on the deplorable condition of the army, and the little hope that 
their services would be rewarded by Congi*ess, he discussed the 
different forms of government with a view to show that Republics 
were, of all others, the least stable, and the least adapted to secure 
the rights, freedom and power of individuals — and then made a 
formal tender to Washington, on behalf of those for whom he acted, i 

of the title of Kixg. "In this case," said the writer, "it will, I I 

believe bo uncontroverted, that the same abilities that have led us 
through difficulties apparently insurmountable by human power, 
to victory and glory — those qualities that have merited and 
obtained the universal esteem and veneration of the army — 
would be most likely to conduct and direct us in the smoother 
paths of peace. Some people have so associated the idea of 
tyranny and monarchy as to find it difficult to separate them. 
It may, therefore, be requisite to give the head of such a consti- 
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tntion as I propose some title apparently more moderate; but ' 

if all other things were once adjusted, I believe strong arguments 
might be produced for admitting the title of King, which I con- 
ceive would be attended with some advantage." 

We arc aware that it has been denied that this was an offer 
of the title of King, yet the whole tenor of the letter leads to the 
opposite conclusion. That it was so regarded by Washington, is 
evident from his reply, in which he says: "With a mixture of i 

great surprise and astonishment, I have read with attention the l 

sentiments you have submitted to my perusal. Be assured. Sir, 
no occurrence in the course of thijs war has given me more 
painful sensations than your information of there being such ideas 
existing in the army, as you have expressed, and which I must 
view with abhorrence and reprehend with severity. For the 
present the consideration of them will rest in my own bosom, 
unless some further agitation of the matter shall make a dis- 
closure necessary. I am much at a loss to conceive what part 
of my conduct could have given encouragement to an address 
which to me seems big with the greatest mischiefs that can 
befall my country. If I am not deceived in the knowledge of 
myself, you could not have found a person to whom your schemes 
are more disagreeable. At the same time, in justice to my own 
feelings, I must add, that no man possesses a more serious wish I 

to see ample justice done to the army than I do; and, as far as • 

my power and influence, in a constitutional way, extend, they I 

shall be employed, to the utmost of my abilities, to effect it. 
should there be any occasion. Let me conjure you, then, if you 
have any regard for yonr country, concern for yourself, or pos- 
terity, or respect for me. to banish these thoughts from your 
mind, and never communicate, as from yourself, or any one else, 
a sentiment of the like nature." * 

On no occasion does the disinterested patriotism of Washingon 
appear in more unmistakable language. Occupying a position 
in which he could have consummated almost any political scheme, 
he unhesitatingly rejected the offer of the scepter and the crown 
of royalty. The mind fails to grasp the magnitude of the results 
flowing from this act of moral heroism. The hand that thus 
nobly cast aside the scepter, consummated the liberties of an 
empire, whose future destiny no human eye can scan. 

But while the rebuke administered by Washington effectually 
checked monarchial tendencies, it did not remove the evils under 
♦ Bparki' Wanhingfton. VTTT.. 300. 302. ^ ' 
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which the army niiffered; on the Contrary', the grounds of diH- 
content continued rather to increase. Congress proposed to 
reduce the army, and to discharge many of the oiBcers. Wash- 
ington, fearing the result of the measure, urged the compensation 
of the officers and men. "When I see/' he adds, "such a number 
of men, goaded by a thousand stings of reflection on the past, and 
of anticipation on the future, about to be turned into the world, 
soured by penury, and what they call the ingratitude of the public ; 
involved in debt«, without one* farthing of money to carry them 
home, after having spent the flower of their days, and. many of 
them, their patrimonies, in establishing the freedom and indepen- 
dence of their country; and having Huffered everything which 
human nature is capable of enduring on this side death; I repeat 
it, when I reflect on these irritable circumstances, unattended by 
one thing to sooth their feelings or brighten their prospects, 1 
cannot avoid apprehending that a train of evils will follow of a 

I serious and distressing nature. * * You may rely upon it, 

the patience and long-suffering of this army are almost exhausted, 
and there never was so great a spirit of discontent as at tliis 
instant.'* This letter explains fully the situation and motives 
of the army, and the power of the restraining influence of 
Washington. 

The negotiations for peace were now in the hands of Commis- 
sioners; and, in view of the speedy dissolution of the army, the 
officers determined upon one more effort to secure that which 
they claimed as their right. Previous to going into winter 
quarters, (December, 1782,) they presented a petition to Congress, 
proposing to accept, instead of the money actually due to them, 
a commutation of the half-pay stipulated by the resolutions of 

I October, It 80, which, they flattered themselves, would be less 

objectionable than the half-pay establishment. , Some security 
that the engagements of the. government would be complied 
with, was also requested. But in consequence of the divisions 
in Congress upon other subjects, the important point in this 
petition — the commutation of the half-pay of the officers — ^re- 
mained undecided in March, when intelligence was received of 
the signature of the preliminary and flnal articles of peace 
between the United States and Great Britain. Soured by their 
past sufferings, their present wants and their gloomy prospects; 
liod exasperated by the neglect with which they believed them- 
selves to be treated, and by the injustice that they supposed was 
meditated against them, the ill-temper of the army was almost 
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universal, and Hocnied to require only n slight broath to canso 
it to burst forth into a flame. 

Early in March, a letter was received from the Committee in 
attendance upon the session of Congress, statinjic that they had 
failed to accomplish the object of their mission. On the 10th of 
the same month, an anonymous paper was circulated, requestin^^ 
a meeting of the general and field-officers at the public building* 
on the succeeding day; and stating that an officer from each 
company, and also a delegate from the medical staff, would be 
expected. The object of the convention was avowed to be, "to 
consider the late letter from their representAtives in Philadelphia, 
and what measures (if any) should be adopted to obtain that 
redress of grievances which they seemed to have solicited in 
vain." 

On the same day an address to the army was circulated, 
admirably adapted to work on the passions and to excite the 
most desperate resolutions. In this paper, the writer reviewed 
the services of the army — the toils and privations that had been 
encountered in securing the independence of the States; adverted 
to the injustice with which the army had been treated, and urged 
the necessity of some decisive action. "I would advise you, 
therefore," he concluded, "to come to some final opinion upon what 
you can bear, and what you will suffer. If your determination 
be in any proportion to your wrongs, carry your appeal from the 
justice to the fears of government. Change the milk and water 
style of your last memorial — assume a bolder tone — decent, but 
lively, spirited and determined, and suspect the man who would 
advise to more moderation and longer forbearance. Let two or 
three men who can feel as well as write, be appointed to draw up 
your last remonstrance; for I would no longer give it the sueing, 
soft, unsuccessful epithet of memorial. Let it be represented, in 
language that will neither dishonor you by its rudeness, nor 
betray you by itB fears, what has been promised by Congress 
and what has been performed — how long and how patiently you 
have suffered — how little you have asked, and how much of that 
little has been denied. Tell them that, tliough you were the 
first, you would wish to be the last to encounter danger, and 
though despair itself can never drive you into dishonor, it may 
drive you from the field;, that the wound often irritated and 

* The "pablic bailding*' here referred to was sometimes called the "new haOdfaur'* 
and "the Temple." It was situated on what is now the fkrm of Mr. William McOill, in 
^ew Windsor, and was nsed for public assemblies of varioafl kindn. 
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never healed, may at length become incurable; and that the 
slightest mark of indignity from Congress now, must operate 
like tlie g^ave and part you forever; tliat in any political event, 
the army has its alternative. If peace, that nothing shall 
separate you from your arms but death ; if war, that, courting 
the auspices and inviting the directions of your illustrious 
leader, you will retire to some unsettled country, smile in your 
turn, and ''mock when their fear cometh on.*' But let it represent, 
also, that should they comply with the request of your late 
memorial, it would make you more happy and them more respect- 
able; that while war should continue, you would follow their 
standard into tlie field, and when it came to an end, you would 
withdraw into the shade of private life, and give the world 
another subject of wonder and applause; an army victorious 
over its enemies.— victorious over itself." * 

Persuaded as the officers generally were of the indisposition 
I of government to remunerate their services, this passionate 

I * "To THX Offickbs of thb Army : 

"Gentlemen — A feilow §oldier, whoio interest and affections bind him strongly to you, 
I wboae pMt soflbringB have been as great, and whoee futare fortune may be as desperate 

I 



wboae past aoflbringi have been as great, i 

as yonia— would beg leave to address you. 

"Age has its claims, and rank is not w: 



"Age has its claims, and rank is not without its pretensions to advii«e; but, though 
onuipported by both, he flatters himself, that the plain huiguage of sincerity and expe- 
rience will neither be unheard nor unregarded. 

*'Lik« many of yoa he loved private life, and left it with regret. He left it, deter- 
mined to retire from the field, with the necessity that called him to it, and not until 
then— not nntil the enemies of his country, the slaves of power, and the hirelings of 
iiljaatioe, were compelted to abandon their schemes, ana acknowledge America as 
terrible in arms as she had been humble in remonstrance. With this object in view, he 
has kmg shared in your toils and mmgled in your dangen*. He has felt the cold hand 
of poverty without a murmur, and has seen the insolence of wealth without a sigh. But, 
too mnoh under the directitm of his wishes, and sometimeii weak enough to mistake 
I desire for opinion, he has until kitely— very hUely believed in the justice of hiM c<Hmtry. 

I He hoped, that as the clouds of adversity scattered, and as the simsliine of peace and ' 

' better fbrtune broke in upon us, the coldness, and severity of government would relax, i 

I and tbst more than Justice, that gratitude would blaze forth upon tlioite hands which 

j had upheld hef, in the darkest stages of her passage, fh>ra imitending servitude to 

acknowledged independence. But faith has its umits, as well as temper, and there are 
! points bc^rond which neither can be stretched, without sinking into cowardice, or 

I ploni^hig into credulitv. This my friends I conceive to be your situation. Hurried to 

' the wry verge of botn. another step would ruin you forever. To be tame and unpro- 

! voked when ii^^nries pre« hard upon you, is more than weakness; but to look up for 

I kinder ina^, without one manly effort of vour own, would fix your character, and shew 

1 the worid how ridily yon deserve those chains ytm broke. To guard against this evil, 

, let 08 take a review of the ground upon which we now stand, and from thence carry 

oar thoQgfata forward for a moment, into the unexplored field of expedient. 

! "After a pnianit of seven long years, the object for which we set out is at length 

bfooght within our reach— ves, my friends, that suffering courage of yours was active 

ODoe— it has conducted the united States of America through a doubtful and a bloody 

war. It has placed her in the chair of independency, and peace returns again to bless 

— ^wfaom? a country willing to redress your wrongs, cbensh your worth and reward 

j your aervioea? a country oonrting your return to private life, with tears of gratitude, 

{ and smiles of admiration, longhig to divide with you that independency which your 

gallantry has given, and those riches which your wounds have jpreser\'ed ? is this the 

case? or ia it rather a oountiy that tramples upon your rights, disdains vour cries, and 

, insolta yoor distreases ? have you not more than once ^ggested your wishes, and made 

I known voor wants to Congress ? wants and wishes which mtitude and policy should 

I have anncipated rather than evaded; and have yoa not hitely in the meek language of 

entreating memorials, begged firom thefar Jnstioe, what you could no longer expect fWmi 



C5 



<>r» KKVOLITIOXAUY KVKNTS. 

addrcHK made a profound impression; and nothing seemed 
wantinfc but the assemblage fixed for the succeeding day to 
produce the most disastrous results. *' Fortunately," says 
.Marshall, *'the commander-in-c^hief was in camp; and his charac- 
teristic firmness did not forsake him in this crisis. The occasion 
required that his measures should be fifm, but prudent and 
conciliatory; evincive of his fixed determination to oppose any 
rash proceedings, but calculated to assuage the irritation which 
waH excited and to restore a confidence in government." This 
course he at once adopted; and in the general orders of the next ' 

day he noticed the anonymous paper, and expressed the convic- ^ 

tion lie felt that the good sense of the oflBcers would guard them ; 

against paying any "attention to such an irregular invitation;-' j 

but his own duty, he conceived, "as well as the reputation and i 

true iutercHts of th(» army required his disapprobation of such • 

disorderly i^roceedings. At the same time, he requested the | 



their favour ? how have yon been an^woi-ed ? let the letter which yon are called to 
«M>n»ider to-morrow reply. 

••If thw, then,l)e yohr treatment while the swords you wear are necessary for the 
defence of America, what have you to expect fh>m peace, when your voice shall sink, 
and your stren/irth dissipate by division ? when those very swords, the instramenta and 
rompaniouH of your glory, shall be taken from your sides, and no remaining marit of 
military distinction left but your wants, infirmities, and scare ? can you then consent to 
l>e the only mifterers by this revolution, and retiring fVom the Held, grow old in poverty, 
wretchedness and contempt ? can you consent to wade through the vile mire ofdepend- 
(>ncy, and owe the miserable remnant of that life to charity, which has hitherto been 
npent in honour i if you can — go — and carry with yon the jest of toriea and the aocAn 
of whigs — the ridicule, and what is worse, tne pity of the world. Go, starve, and be 
forgotten ! but if your spirit should revolt at this; if you have sense enough to discover, 
and Hpirit enough to oppose t3rranny under whatever garb it may assume; whether it 
Ite the plain coat of republicanism, or the splendid robe of royalty; if you have yet 
learned to discriminate between a people and a cause, between men and principles- 
awake; attend to vour situation, and redress yourselves. If the present moment be 
lost, every fntniv effort is in vain: and yonr threats* then, will Iw as empty as your en- 
treaties now. 

** I would advise you, therefore, to come to some final opinion upon what you can 
l>ear, and what yoii will suffer. If your determination be in any i>roportion to your 
nTongs, carry your appeal from the justice, to the fears of government Change the 
milk and water style of your last memorial; assume a bolder tone— decent, but lively, 
spirited and determined ,' and suspect the man who would advise to more moderaUon 
and longer forbearance. I^et two or three men who can feel as well as write, be 
appointed to draw up your latt retrunutranct; for I would no longer give it the saeing, 
.s.)tt, unmiccessful epithet of memorial. Let it be represented m language that wul 
neither dishonour you by its rudeness, nor betray you by its fears, what has been 
nromii^d by Congi-ess, and what has been performed-^how long and how patiently yon 
have suffered — how little yon have asked, and how much of that litUe has been denied. 
Tell them that, though you were the first, and would wish to be the last to encounter 
danger, though despair itself can never drive you into dishonour, it may drive you fh)m 
tlie field: that the wound often irritated, and never healed, may at length become 
incurable; and that the slightest mark of indignity fh>m Congress now must operate 
like the grave, and part you forever: that in any political event, the army has its alter 
native. If peace, that nothing shall separate you fh>m your arms but death; if war, 
that courting the auspiccH, and inviting the directions of your illustrious leader, yon 
will retire t^j some unsettled countr>% smile in your turn, and 'mock when their nar 
rometh on.' Bnt let it represent also, that should they comply with tiie request of yonr 
late memorial, it would make you more happy, and them more respectable. That while 
war should continue, you would follow their standard into the field, and when it came 
to an end you would withdraw into the shade of private life, and give the worid another 
snbjert »»f wonder and a])plan»e : an army virtoriouH over its enemies— victrwions over itself. 
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general and field officers, with one officer from each company, 

and a proper representation from 
the staff of the army, to assembh* 
at twelve o'clock, on Saturday the 
15th Octriber, at the new building, 
_to hear the report of the committee 
1^ deputed by the army to Congress. 
.After mature deliberation, they 
will devise what further measures 
ought to be adopted as most rational and best calculated to attain 
the just and important object in view/' 

These orders changed the whole aspect of affairs, and the 
meeting called by the anonymous writer was n(>t held. V»y a 
master-policy, Washington had placed himself, as it were, at the 
head of the movement for redress, and had appointed in regular 
form a time and place of meeting. On tlie day succeeding the 
publication of these orders, a second anonymous address made 
its appearance, from the same pen which had written the former, 
in which the writer affected to consider the orders in a light 
favorable to his views. 'Tntil now," said he, **the commander- 
in-chief has regarded the steps you have taken for redress with 
good wishes alone; his ostensible silence has authorized your 
meetings, and his private opinion has sanctified your claims. 
Uad he disliked the object in view, would"not the same sense of 
duty which forbade you from meeting on the third day of the 
week, have forbidden you from meeting on the seventh ?" * 

On the 15th, the convention of officers assembled at the new 
building, and General Gates took the chair. There was a full 
attendance of officers; and deep solemnity pervaded the assembly 
as the commander-in-chief stepped upon the platform to read an 
address that he had prepared for the occasion. Amid the most 
profound attention Washington commenced reading: 

*'Gextlemex : By an anonymous summons, an attempt has been 
made to convene you together. How inconsistent with the rules 

* The writer of these letters was Msgor John Armstrong, at that time a yonng man 
of twenty-six, and aid-de^^mp to Migor General Gate^. Some yearn after the lettem 
were written, Armstrong acknowledged their authorship ; but insisted that they were 
written ''at the solicitation of friendtj, as the choHen organ to express the sentiments of 
the officers of the army, and were only an honest and manly though )>erhap8 an indi;*- 
creet endeavor to sapport pnblic credit, and do justice to a patient, long-suffering and 
gallant army.** Altnoagh entertaining a different opinion at the time the letters ap- 
peared, Washfaigton, in 1797, writes: "I have since had sufficient reason for l)elieving, 
that the olyect of the author was just, honorable and friendly to the country, though 
the means aoggested by him were certainlv liable tomuchmiHimden^tandingandabnse.** 
»' lAfe 
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of propriety, how nnmilitary, and how subversive of all order 
and discipline, let the good sense ef the army decide." 

Pausing for a moment, he drew out his spectacles, carefully 
wiped and adjusted them, and while doing so, remarked: "These 
eyes, my friends, have grown dim, and these locks white in the 
service; yet I have never doubted the justice of my country." * 
The effect was electrical. The whole scene, when we consider 
the time, the place, the man, the object of the convention, was 
hardly surpasKod in int(»re8t by any other event of those eventful 
days. 

Resuming his address, Washington exhibited the anonymous 
letters as "designed to answer the most insidious purposes," 
while tlunr ostensible object was simply to secure the redress of 
grievances. He then noticed more particularly the remedies 
])r(>posed in the letters for the assumed injustice of Congress. 
The alternative ])resented, said he, of "either deserting our 
country in the extremest hour of her distress, or turning our 
arms against it, which is the apparent object, unless Congress 
can be compelled into instant compliance, has something so 
shocking in it. that humanity revolts at the idea. My God! 
what can this writer have in view, by recommending audi 
measures? can he be a friend of the army? can he be a friend to 
his country? rather is he not the insidious foe plotting the ruin 
of both, by sowing tliQ seeds of discord and separation ])etween 
the civil and military powers of the continent?" 

He then explained what appeared to him to be the causes of 
delay in the action of Congress — ^pledged himself to exert what- 
ever abilities he ]>os8es8ed in order to obt^iin the demands of 
tli(^ army; and assured them that, previous to their dissolution ; 

as an army, Congress would cause all their accounts to be fairly ! 

licjuidated, and that they would "adopt the most effectual | 

measures in their power" to render ample justice to the army i 

"for its faithful and meritorious services." 

Concluding with a direct appeal to those present, he exclaimed: 
*'Let me conjure you in the name of our common country, as you 
value your own sacred honor; as you respect the rights of 
humanity; and as you regard the military and national character 
of America ; to express your utmost horror and detestation of the 
man who wishes, under any specious pretences, to overturn the 
liberties of our country; and who wickedly attempts to open 
the flood-gates of civil discord, and deluge our rising empire in 

• Am. Biol. Die. 827. TmnBr's Washinprton. iv. 



oaniry, nave no pan: and ne wan ngnt lo insinuate tne 
blackest design. That the address was drawn with f^rtai 
T the most insidious porposes; that it is calculated to 
i of premeditated ii^ustlce in the sovereign power of the 
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yon everv opportunity, consistent with yoni 
to make Known your grievances. If my ooi 
I have heen a fiuthftu friend to the army, i 



ever considered my own military reputation as hueparably connected with that of the 

army; as my heart has ever expended with Joy when I have heard its ^ 

indignation nas arisen when the mouth of detraction has been opened against it; it cau 



flcandy be supposed at this last stage of the war, that I am inoifferent to its interests. 
But how are toey to be promoted ? The wav is plain, says the anonymous addresser ! 
If war continues, remove into the unsettled country; there establish yourselves, and 
leave an ungrateful country to defend itself! But who are they to defend ? our wives, 
our chfldren, our (Sums and other property which we leave behind us ? or fai this state 
of hostile separation, are we to take the two first, (the latter cannot be removed,) to 
perish in a wudemess, with hunger, cold, and nakedness ? 

*' 'If peace takes place, never sheath vour swords,' says he, 'until you have obtained 
fhll ana ample justice.' This dreadfol altemative of either deserting our country in the 
extremest hour of her distress, or turning our arms against it, wmch is the apparent 
ot!)ect, unksB Coogreas can be compelled into instant compliance, has somethmg so 
shocking in it, that humanity revolts at the idea. My God ! what can this writer have 
in viewrbr recommending such measures? can he be a friend to the army ? can he be a 
friend to this countiy 7 riwier.is he not an insidk>us foe; some emissary, pertiaps, ftt>m 
New York, plotthig the ruin of both, by sowing the seeds of discord and separation 
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blood. By tliUH deteriiiiniiig and acting, you will purnuu tlio | 

plain and direct road to the attaiiimeiit of your wishes; you will 
defeat the insidious designs of our eneinien, who are compelled 
to resort from open force to secret artifice; y«»u will give one 
more distinguished jjroof of unexampled patriotism and patient 
virtue, rising superior to the pressure of the most complicated 
sufferings; and yon will, hy the dignity of your conduct, afford 
occasion for posterity ti» say, when s{)eaking i»f the glorious 
example you have exhibited to nntnkind — had thin day b*!en want- 
ing the world had never aeen the laat stage, uf iwrfetfum that human 
nature w capaUe of attaining f'^ * 

These sentiments, says Marshall, fnun a )>erson whom they 

* "Gentlemen, — By auanon3'moas summons au attempt has been made to convene 
you together. How inconsistent with the rules of propriety, how unmilitary, and how 
subversive of all order and discipline, let the good sense of the army decide. 

"In the moment of this summons, another anonymous production was sent intu drcu- 
latk>n, addressed more to the feelings and passions than to the judgment of the army. 
The author of the piece is entitled to much credit for the goodness of his pen: and I 
could wish he had as much credit for Uic rectitude of his heart; for, as men nee through 
different optics, and are induced by the reflecting faculties of the mind, to use different 
means to attahi the same end, the author of the address should have had more charity 
than to mark for susnicion the man who shotUd recommend moderation and longer 
forbearance; or in otner words, who should not think as he thinks, and act as he 
advises. But he had another pUm in view, in which candour and liberality of sentiment, 
regard to justice and love of country, have no part: and he was right to insinuate the 

darkest suq^ickm to effect the blackest c" — ^- - 

art, and is designed to answer '* 
i impress the mind with an idea ol . 

United States, and rouse all those nsentments which must unavoidably JSow from such 
a belief; that the secret mover of this scheme, whoever he may be, intended to take 
advantage of the pank>ns, while they were warmed by the recollectk>n of past dtstresses, 
without saving Ume for cool, deliberative thinking, and that composure of mind which 
is so necessary to give dignity and stability to measures, is rendered too obvious, by the 
mode of conducting the bushiess, to need other proof than a reference to the proceedings. 

"Thus much, gentlemen, I have thought it incumbent on me to observe to you, to 
Aaw upon what principles I opposed the irregular and hasty meeting which was pro- 
posed to have been held on Tu«Klay last, and not because I wanted a disposition to give 
"iy, consistent with your own honour, and the dignity of the army, 
conduct heretofore has not evinced to you, that 
y, my declaration of it at this time would be 
equality unavailing and improper. But as I was among the first who embarked in the 
cause of our common countiy; as I have never left your side one moment, but when 
called tnm yon on public duty; as I have been the constant companion and witness of 
your distresses, and not among the last to feel and acknowledge your merits; as I have 
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had beeu accustomed to love, to reverence, aud to obey; the 
Holidity of whose judgment, and the sincerity of whose zeal for 
their interests were alike unquestioned, could not fail to be 
irresistible. No sooner had the commander-in-chief withdrawn 

l)etween the civil and military powern of the contineut ? aud what a compliment does 
he pay to our understandings, when he recommends measures, in either alternative, 
impracticable in their nature ? but here gentlemen I will drop the curtain, because it 
I would be as imprudent in me to assign my reasons for this opinion, as it would be insult- 

ing to your conception to suppose you stood in need of them. A moment's reflection 
wul convince every dispassionate mind of the physical impossibility of carrying either 
I proposal into execution. There might, gentlemen, be an impropriety in mv taking 

I notice, in this address to you, of an anonymous production: but the manner m which 

that performance has been introduced to the army; the effect it was intended to have, 
together with some other circimistances, will amply justify my observation on the 
tendency of that writing. 

'* With respect to the advice given bv the author, to suspect the man who shall recom- 
mend moderate measures and longer forbearance, I spurn it, as everv man who regards 
that liberty and reveres that Justice for which we contend, ondoubtedly must; for, if 
men are to be precluded from offering their sentiments on a matter which may involve 
the most serious and alarming consequences that can Uivite the consideration of mankind, 
reason is of no use to us. The freedom of speech may be taken away, and dumb and 
HUent we may be led, like sheep to the slaughter. I cannot injustice to my own belief, 
and what I have great reason to conceive is the intention of Congress, oonclade this 
address, without giving it as my decided opinion, that, that honourable bodv entertain 
exalted sentiments of the services of the army, and fh>m a fhll conviction of its merits 
and sufferings, will do it complete iustice. That their endeavours to discover and 
establish fUnds for this purpose nave oeen unwearied, and will not ceaK until they have 
succeeded. I have not a doubt. 

"But like all other hirge bodies, where there is a variety of different interests to 
reconcile, their determinations are slow. Wliy then should we distrust them ? and in 
consequence of that distrust, adopt measures wtiich may cast a shade over that glory 
which has been so justly acquired, and tamlBh the reputation of an army which w 
celebrated through all Europe for its fortitude and patriotism ? and for what is this done ? 
to bring the ol^ect we seek nearer ? no; most certainlv in mv opinion, it will cast it at 
a greater distance. For myself, (and I take no merit in giving the assorance, being 
induced to it from principles of gratitude, veracitv, and justice, and a gratefhl sense of 
the confidence you have pUiced in me,) a recollection of the cheerfm aasistance and 
prompt obedience I have experienced from you, under every vicissitude of fortune, and 
the sincere affection I feel for an army I have so long had the honour to command will 
oblige me to declare in this public and solemn manner, that in the attainment of com- 
plete justice for all your toils and dangers, and in the gratification of every wish, so fiu- 
OS may be done consistently with the great duty I owe m^ countrv, and those powers 
we are bound to respect, you may freely command my services to the utmost eitent of 
my abilities. 

">Vhile I give you these assurances, and pledge myself in the most nneqaivbcal 
manner, to exert whatever abilities I am possessed of in vour favour, let me entreat yon. 
gentlemen, on your part, not to take any measures, which viewed in the calm liKht of 
reason, will lessen the dignity, and suUv the glory you have hithesto maintained: — ^let 
me request you to rely on the plighted ndth of vour country, and place a (aXL confidence 
in the purity of the intentions of Congress; that, previous to your dissolution as an 
army, they will cause all your accounts to be fitirly liquidated as directed in the resolu- 
tions which were published to you two days ago; and that they will adopt the most 
effectual measures in their power to render ample iustice to vou for your fidthftil and 
meritorious services. And let me conjure you in the name of our common country, as 
you value your own sacred honor; as you respect the rights of humanity; and as you 
regard the militanr and national character of America; to express your utmost horror 
and detestation of the man, who wishes, under any specious pretences, to overturn tho 
liberties of our country; and who wickedly attempts to open the flood gates of civil 
discord, and deluge our rising empire in blood. 

"By thus determining, and thus acting, you will pursue the plain and direct road to 
the attainment of your wishes; you will defeat the insidious designs of our enemies, 
who are compelled to resort from open force to secret artifice. Yon wiU give one more 
distinguished proof of unexampled patriotism and patient virtue, rising superior to the 
pressure of the most complicated sufferings; and you will, by the dignity of your con- 
duct, afford occasion for posterity to say, when speaking of the glorious example you 
. have exhibited to mankind— had this day been wanting the Vorld had never seen the 
last stage of perfection to which human nature is capable of attaining.*- 
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fruui tliu ruoiii, than General Knox movecl, and tiunerul Fntnuni 
necondcd, a resolution tendering the tlmnks of the convention to 
•*Hi8 Excellency, and assiirinp: him that the offioers reciprocated 
his affectionate expressions witii the gTcatest sincerity of which 
the human heart is capable.*' This resolution was imanimously 
voted; and. on motion of General Putnam, a committee, consist- 
ing of General Knox, Colonel Brooks, and Captain Howard, was 
appointed to prepare resolutions on the business het*ore th<* 
convention, and report in half on hour. 

The committee, after consultation, reported a sfrit's of reso- 
lutions which were passed unanimously. These resolutions 
expressed unshaken confidence in the justice of Cong-ress: antl 
that the representatives of America would "not disband or 
disperse the army until their accounts" were "liquidated, the 
balances accurately ascertained, and adequate funds established 
for payment;" and that in this arrangement the officers expected 
"that the half-pay, or commutation for it, should be efficaciously 
comprehended." It was further resolved, "that the officers of 
the American army view with abhorrence and reject with disdain 
the infamous propositions contained in a late anonymous address 
to the officers of the army, and resent with indignation the secret 
attempts of some unknown persons to collect the officers together, 
in a manner totally subversive of all discipline and good order." * 



*"/leMfoftf, wnanimoutty. That, at the coinmeucementof Uie pi'efM.'Ut war,theofflceiv 
of the American annv engaffed in the iervice of their country fh)ni the parent love and 
attachment to the rights and liberUea of hnman natnre; which motives still exist in the 
highest degree; and that no circnmstances of distress or danger shall induce a condact 
^t may tend to snUy the reputation and glory which thev have acqulre<1. at the prici> 
of their blood and eight years* fidthfhl ser>'icef<. 

**RM$ol9ed, unatUmouuy, That the army continue to have un uiidliakeu contidence in 
the iustice of Congress and thehr country, and are fully convmced that the representatives 
of America will not disband or disperse the armv till theh* accounts are liquidated, thi* 
balanoea iccontelv ascertained, and adequate nmds established for uayment: and in 
thto arrmngement the officers expect that the half-pay. or a com mutation for it. nlionld 
be efficMcioasly comprehended. 

"Reaotved, wumtmomdy, That his excellency the commauder-m-chiet' be requested tt) 
write to his excellency the president of Congress, earnestly entreating the most speedy 
decision of that honorable body on the suttject of our late address, which was forwarded 
by a committee of the army, some of whom are waiting on Congress for the result. In 
the aftematire of peace or war, thia erent would be highly satisnctory, and would pro- 
duce immediate tranquility hi the ndnds of the army, and prevent any fhrther machma- 
tkms of designing men. to sow discord between the civil and militarv jiowors of the 
United States. 

"On motion, Ruolved, unanimouthf^ That the officers of the American army view 
with abhorrence, and reject with disdain, the influnous propositions contained in the lat** 
anonymous address to the officers of the army, and resent with indignation the secret 
attempts of some unknown persons to collect the officers together, in a manner totally 
imbrersive of all discipline and good order. 

"Ruohed, unammouahf. That the thanks of the officen» of the uiiiiy be given to thf 
committee wlio presented to Congress the late address of the anny, for the wisdom and 
prudence with which they have conducted that business; and tlmt a copy of the pro- 
ceedings of this day be transmitted by the president to Mi^or-General McDougall; and 
that he be requested to continue his solicftationK at rongrep<>. till thr objects of his 
mission are accomplished.*- 
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The triumph of right was complete. The storm which had 
threatened to overwhelm the infant Republic, was hushed. 
Washington immediately enclosed to the President of Congress 
the whole proceedings, accompanied by a letter in which he 
again urged prompt attention to the subject. Not only did he 
assume the entire justice of the claims of the army; but, for the 
first time in his history, he asked a personal .favor at the hands 
of Congress. "Having," he wrote, "from motives of justice, 
duty, and gratitude, spontaneously offered myself as an advocate 
for their rights, it now only remains for me to perform the task 
I have assumed, and to intercede in their behalf, as I now do, 
that the sovereign power will be pleased to verify the predictions 
I have pronounced of, and the confidence the army have reposed 
in, the justice of their country." 

Immediately on the reception of Washington's dispatches, 
Congress passed, with the concurrence of nine States, the reso- 
lution commuting the half-pay of the officers into a sum in gross 
equal to five years full pay; and the result was hailed by the 
army with unbounded satisfaction. 

Meanwhile the peace commissioners had concluded their labors, 
so far as arranging the articles between Great Britain and the 
United States was concerned; but the exchange of ratifications 
was contingent upon a similar exchange between the contending 
European powers. It was feared for some time that the obstacles 
to a general pacification would not be overcome. These fears, 
however, were entirely dispelled by a letter from LaFayette, in 
March, announcing a general peace. In April, official notifica- 
tion was received of the exchange of preliminary articles, and 
the cessation of hostilities ; and the commander-in-chief announ- 
ced the joyful intelligence to the army in his orders of April 18th. 
"The commander-in-chief," reads this interesting paper, "orders 
the cessation of hostilities, between the United States of America 
and the King of Great Britain, to be publicly proclaimed at the 
new building, to-morrow at twelve o'clock ; and that the procla- 
mation which will be communicated herewith, be read to-morrow 
evening at the head of every regiment and corps of the army; 
after which the chaplains, with the several brigades, will render 
thanks to Almighty God for all his mercies, particularly for his 
over-ruling the wrath of man to his own glory, and causing the 
rage of war to cease among the nations." 

Although the proclamation referred to extended only to the 
cessation of hostilities, yet it was regarded as the sure* precursor 
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of au event to tlie accomplishment of which had been devoted 
the toils and sufferings of a long and doubtful contest; and as the 
morning sun of the 19th tinged the mountain tops it was hailed 
with reverberating peals of rejoicing. In this feeling Washing- 
ton joined. "The commander-in-chief," continues the orders, "far 
from endeavoring to stifle the feelings of joy in his own bosom, 
offers his most cordial congratulations on the occasion, to all the 
officers of every denomination, to all the troops of the United 
States in general, and in particular to those gallant and deserving 
men who have resolved to defend the rights of their invaded 
country so long as the war should continue; for these are the 
men who ought to be considered as the pride and boast of the 
American army, and who, crowned with well-earned laurels, may 
soon withdraw from the field of glory to the more tranquil walks 
of civil life. While the General recollects the almost infinite 
variety of scenes through which we have passed with a mixture 
of pleasure, astonishment and gratitude — while he contemplates 
the prospect before him with rapture — ^he cannot help wishing 
that all the brave men, of whatever condition they may be, who 
have shared in the toils and dangers of affecting this glorious 
revolution, of rescuing millions from the hand of oppression, and 
of laying the foundation of a great empire, might be impressed 
with a proper idea of the dignified part they have been called to 
act, under the smiles of Providence, on the stage of human 
affairs; for happy, thrice happy, shall they be pronounced here- 
after, who have contributed anything, who have performed the 
meanest office in erecting this stupendous fobric of Freedom and 
Empire^ on the broad basis of independency; who have assisted 
in protecting the rights of human nature, and establishing an 
asylum for the poor and oppressed of all nations and religions." 
* * "The adjutant-general will have such working parties 
detailed to assist in making the preparations for a general 
rejoicing as the chief engineer, with the army, shall call for; and 
the quarter-master-general will also furnish such materials as he 
may want." 

Full details of the public rejoicings at Ncwburgh on tlie 19th 
April, 1783, we believe, do not exist; and we only know that, as 
had- been done on a former occasion,* the army lined the 
banks on botli sides of the river, with burnished arms and 
proudly floating banners, and, at a given signal, paused and 
presented arms. The pealing of thirteen guns from Fort Putnam 

*ThecelebmtioiiortlwUrthorttieDMpliiB. 
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now awoke the echoes of the hill«, uiid was followed by u fev 
de joie which rolled along the lines from West Point to th<» 
utmost limits of the camp. The 

''ThrUUng fife-note unil draruit beart-kiudliug bent," 

then called the host« of freedom to the place t)f prayer, and 
])atriot knees bent low in thanks to the God of battles; and as 
the bowed heads arose, their voices joined in a hymn of praise 
addressed to the Eternal Throne.* These services concluded, the 
army returned to quarters and united in festivities suited to the 
occasion. As the day closed, the signal guns from Fort Putnam 
again called the soldiers to arms, and the feu dejoie again rang 
along the line. This was three times repeated, iiccnmpanied by 
the discharge *»f cannon, and the "mountain sides resounded and 
echoed like tremendous peals lA thunder and the flashing from ^ 

thousands of fire-arms in the darkness <4" evening was like unto | 

vivid flashings ^if jgUtnin(< from the clouds." Then the Beacons i 

on the hill tops, no longer the harbingers of danger, ighted up tht? 
gloom and rolled the tidings of peace on through New England 
and shed their radiance on the Itloo<l-Btained field of Lexington. 

Released in a great measure from the cares and anxietien 
which had so long pressed heavily upon the commander-in-chief 
iiuA t)jr iirmy, the discipline of the camp was relaxed, and the 
° ^ i t ic reused faoilitiet? for social 

iritercourse were improved 
\o tlie fullest extent. Enter- 
ptainments were given by all 
;tlie principal officers; while 
^at Head Quarters Mrs. 
^Washington was surround- 
tinl by ill I the court of the 
^comp. Many anecdotes are 
related of this period, which wf* ahonld be pleased to embrace in 
our pages, but we can give only a few of them. At the social 
gatherings, the Baron Steuben was alwaj's a welcome guest ti» 
the ladies and the officers. Dining oncj day at Head Quarters 
with Robert Morris and other gentlemen, Mr. Morris complained 
bitterly of the miserable state of the treasury. "Why," said the 
Raron. "urt^yuu not Jinuuuier'— why do you not continue to create 

• April 19» 17&3,— Ou tbe rampl*r«oti af eiglit yean from tht m«not«blir Ijattle of 
Li"Am(fton,the prCK'lumfltioii ol (on^rrtiw tor a cessation uf hortilities ttm puWiahM at 
tbPil<>urof Ibc i>ul»lk buiMinp. folia wed hv three buzzaa; afeir which u prayer w»k 
.>Btr^tJ to the Almiffhty Ruler f>f the world, "bv the Rev. Mr. Ganno. and an nn«iem wt»» 
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funds r' **1 have done all I can; it is not posbibict'or me to do 
more/' "But you remain financier, though without finances?" 
"Yes." "Well, then, I do not think you are so honest a man an 
my cook. He came to me one day at Valley-Forge, and said, 
' Baron, I am your cook, and you have nothing to cook but a piece 
of lean beef, which is hung up by a string before the fire. Your 
negro wagoner can turn the string and <lo as well as I can. You 
have promised me ten dollars a month; but. as you have nothing 
to cook, I wish to be discharged, and not longer to be chargeable 
to you.' That is an honest fellow, Morris." 

On another occasion, Mrs. Washington asked the Baron what 
amusement he had recourse to now, that the certainty of peace 
had relaxed his labors ? "J read, and write, my lady, and chess, 
and yesterday, for the tiist time, I went a fishing. My gentle- 
men told me it was a very fine business to catch fish, and I did 
not know but this new trade might, by-and-by, be useful to me; 
but I fear I never can succeed — I sat in the boat three hours, it 
was exceedingly warm, and 1 caught cmly two fish; they told 
me it was fine sport." "What kind of fish did you take, Baron ?" 
•'I am not sure, my lady, l>ut I believe one of them was a whale." 
"A whale, Baron, in the North river?" "Yes, I assure you, a 
very fine whale, my lady — it was a whale, was it not ?" appealing ' 

to one of his aids. "An eel. Baron." "I beg your pardon, my I 

lady, but that gentleman certainly told me it was a whale." 
Washington joined heartily in the laugh that terminated the 

StOl*}'. ! 

The social enjoyments at Head (Quarters were marked by I 

peculiarities that were long remembered by those who partici- ' 
pated in them." In the reception and dining hall, a dinner 

and supper were daily served, as plentiful as the country ' 

* Verplanck relates the following anecdote in connection with this mbject, at occnr- ' 

ring in- Paris: "The American ininiiter (we forget whether it was Mr. Crawford, Ifr. i 

Brown, or one of their sacceMora.) and sereial of his countrymen, t<^ther with 
(General Lafiiyette, were in>ited to an entertainment at the house of a distinguished and i 

(latriotic Frenchman, who had served his country in his youth in the United States, 
during the war of our independence. At the supi>er hour the company were shown I 

into a room fitted up for the occasion, which contrasted quite oddly with the Parisian 
<*legance of the other apartments, where they had spent their evening. A low. boarded . ' 

]>ainted ceiling, with large beams, a single, small, uncurtained window, with numerouiv 
HmaU doors, as well as the general style of the whole, gave at first the idea of the 
kitchen, or largest room of a Dutch or Belgian farmhouse. On a long rough table was 
a repast, just as little in kee|)ing with the refined kitchen of Paris, as the room was 
with its architecture. Jt C4)nsi8ted of large dishes of meat, uncouth-looking pastry, and 



wine in decanters and bottles, accompanied by glasses and silver mugs, such as indicated 

other habits and tastes than those of modem Paris. "Do you know where we are?" 

i«id the host to General Laftiyette and his companions. They paused for a few moments 

in sospense. They had seen something like this before, but when and where? *'Ah, | 

the aeven doors and one vrindow,-' said Lafayette, "and the silver camp-goblets, such as 

our T"*"****'* of France used in my youth ! We are at Washington's Head Quarters ou I 

the Hudson, fifty years ago.*' , 

I 
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cuuld Hupply, and as good as they could be made by contiucnta] 
cooks.* The repasts ended, French wines for our French allies 
and those who affected their tastes, and more substantial Madeira 
for Americans of the old school, circulated freely, and were served 
in little silver mugs or goblets made in France for Washington's 
camp equipage. In the summer time, the guests soon withdrew 
from the table to the open grounds; but in the autumn, the long 
evenings were frequently passed around the table, beside the 
blazing iiro. On such occasions apples and hickory nuts mingled 
with the wine; and the amazing consumption of the former, by 
Washington and his staff, was a theme of boundless wonder 
to the French officers. 

But, while the officers thus amused themselves, the thoughts of 
Washington were mainly devoted to the future of his country; 
and, among his letters of this period, his circular letter ( Jime 
8,) to the Governors of all the States, in which these thoughts 
are embodied, deserves to be specially noticed. "This letter," 
says Sparks, "is remarkable for its ability, the deep interest 
it manifests for the officers and soldiers who had fought the 
battles of their country, the soundness of its principles, and 
the wisdom of its counsels. Four great points he aims to 
enforce, as essential in guiding the deliberations of every public 
body, and as claiming the serious attention of every citizen, 
namely, an indissoluble union of the States ; a sacred regard for 
public justice; the adoption of a proper militaiy peace establish- 
ment; and a pacific and friendly disposition among the people of 
the States, which should induce them to forget local prejudices, 
and incline them to mutual concessions for the advantage of the 
community. These he calls the pillars by which alone indepen- 
dence and national character can be supported." 

In July, Washington was requested, by the President of 
Congress, to attend the session of that body at Princeton. In 
consequence of the illness of Mrs. Washing^n, however, he 
could not comply with the request until the 18th August, on the 
morning of which day he took his departure from Newburgh. 

• Washington was sometimes compelled to resort to expedients to supply his table. 
Continental bills^were worthless, and coin could not always be obtained to exchange. 
On one occasion the specie ran out, and ho did the supply of eggs. Washington was 
very fond of eggs, ana when he learned the cause of thehr absence fh>m the table, he 
iMsued an d^er on the Quarter-Master-General for a butt of salt. As soon as the salt 
arrived al Head Quarters, a messenger was sent through the country to give notice that 
salt could be had in exchange for eggs, at Head Quarters. This haa the desired eflbct, 
for salt was scarcer than money, and in a few oays eggs were in store in abnndance. ' 
This fiu:t was related by Mr. John PhiUips, father of Robert Phillips, who was one of 
the Life Guard and charged with the duty of obtaining snppliep. 
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The army was drawn up on the lawn around Head Quarters, 
and the commander-in-chief passed along the lines, and parted 
with many of his subalterns and soldiers forever. 

The definite treaty of peace was signed on the 23d of September. 
After its ratification by Congress, that body issued a proclamation 
(October 18,) by wliich "that part of the army which had stood 
engaged to serve during the war, and by several acts of Congress 
had been fnrloughed, should be absolutely discharged after the 
3d of November from said service; and the further service in 
the field of the officers on furlough, dispensed with, and permis- 
sion given to them to retire from service, no more to l>e called to 
command." * 

On the passage of this proclamation, Washington, then at 
Rocky Hill, N. J., prepared his Farewell Orders to the Army of 
the United States, which were dated in advance of their delivery, 
(November 3d,) that they might be read at the same hour at all 
the points of encampment. In these orders, Washington briefly 
reviewed the events of the past, and suggested the general 
line of policy which, in his opinion, should be pursued by the 
army in the future; and closed with these words: "And being 
now to conclude these last public orders, to take his ultimate 
leave in a short time of the military character, and to bid adieu 
to the army he has so long had the honor to command, the 
commander-in-chief can only again offer in their behalf his 
recommendations to their grateful country, and his prayers to 
the God of armies. May ample justice be done to them here, 
and may the choicest of Heaven's favors, both here and hereafter, 
attend those who, under the divine auspices, have secured 
innumerable blessings for otliers! With these wishes and this 
benediction, the commander-in-chief is about to retire from 
service. The curtain of separation will soon be drawn, and the 
military scene to him, will be closed forever." 

On the morning of November 3d, 1183, the patriot army 
encamped at Newburgh assembled for the last time on the 
grounds around Head Quarters. At the head of each regiment 
and corps the proclamation of Congress and the farewell orders 
of Washington were read, and the formal and last word of 
command passed along the lines. "Painful," says Thacher, 

* By ft proclamfttion of Congress, adopted 18th October* all officers and soldiers absent 
OB fbrloagfa, were discharged from fortiier service; and all others who had engaged to 
serve daring the war were to lie discharged from and after the 3d of November. A 
small force only, composed of those who had enlisted for a definite period, were to )je 
retained in service nntil the peace establishment shonld be orginiaed. — Irving, hr, 434. 
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'*WMS till; pariin^- sct^ne; no deHcriptioii can \h\ julequato to thn 
tragic exhibition. Both officers and soldiers, lonp: unaccustomed 
to thp aifairH <»f )>rivate life, turned loose on the world to starve 
and become m prev to vulture speculators, \ever can that 
nielanchoUy day bo forgotten when friends, companions for seven 
lt>np years in joy aiwl sorrow, were torn asunder, without the 
hope 4>r iM^^r meeting* again, and with prospects of a miserable 
tfubBistence lu future. Among* other incidents j»eculiarly affecting 
on this occasion, were the lamentations of women and children, 
earnestly rut renting that those with whom they had been 
connected in the cliaracter of husband and fiither, would not 
witlidraw from them the hand of kindness and protection, and 
leave them in despair; but in several instances the reply was: 
■ Xo. We took yuii as companions during tlie war, and now we 
nrr dostitnte of supirort, and you must provide for yourselves.'*^* 
Nfajor Xortli, who was also a participant in this parting scene, 
thwfl writes: "At the disbandment of the revolutionary army, 
wlien inmates of ihe same tent, or hut. for seven long years 
were separating, and probably forever, grasping each others 
hand in silent ngouy, I saw the Baron Steuben's strong endeavors 
t*> throw gome ray of sunshine on the gloom — to mix some drop 
of cordinl with the j)ainful draught. To go, they knew not 
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whither; all recollection of the art to thrive by civil occupation 
lost, or to the youthful never known. Their "hard-earned military 
knowledge, worse than uselesH ; and with their badge * of 
brotherhood, a mark at which to point the finger of suspicion — 
ignoble, vile suspicion ! — to be cast out on a world long since 
by them forgotten. Severed from friends, and all the joys and 
griefs which soldiers feel ! (rriefs, while hope remained — when 
shared by numbers, almost joys ! To go in silence and alone. 
Mid poor and hopeless; it was too hard ! On that sad day how 
many hearts were wrung I 1 waw it all, nor will the scene be 
ever blurred or blotted from my view. To a stern old officer, a 
Lieatenant Colonel Cochran, from tiie Green Moimtains, who had 
met danger and difficulty almost nt every step from his youth, 
and from whose furrowed visage a tear till that moment had 
never fallen; the good Baron said — what could be said to lessen 
deep distress. * For myself,' said Cochran, * I care not — I can 
stand it; but my wife and daughters arc in the garret of that 
wretched tavern. I know not where to remove, nor have I means 
for their removal !' ' Come, my friend,' said the Baron, 'let us 
go — I will pay my respects to Mrs. Cochran and your daughters, 
if you please.' I followed to the loft, the lower rooms being all 
filled with soldiers, with drunkenness, despair and blasphemy. 
And when the Baron left the poor unhappy cast-aways, he left 
hope with them, and all he had to give ! A black man, with 
wounds unhealed, wept on the wharf — there was a vessel in the 
stream bound to the place where he once had friends. He had 
not a dollar to pay his passage, and without it the vessel would 
not take him. Unused to tears, I saw them trickle down the 
good Baron's cheeks as he put into the hands of the black man 
the last dollar he possessed. The negro hailed the sloop, and as 

* "Head Ouartsrs, XswBrBOU, Wednesday, Augost 7tb, 1762. 

"HonoFBry Badges of distinction are to be conferred on the veteran non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers of the army who have served more than three years with braver}-. 
Adelitv and good conduct: for this purpose a narrow piece of white cloth of an angolar 
form is to be fixed to the left arm on the uniformed coats— non-commissioned omcen* 
and soldiers who have served with eqoal reputation more than six years are to be 
distinguished by two pieces of cloth set in parallel to each other in a similar form. 
Should anv who are not entitled to these honors have the insolence to assume the 
badges of them, they shall be severely punished. On the other hand, it w expected 
those gallant men who are thus designated will on rII nccasionfl be treated with particu- 
lar confidence and consideration. 

"The General ever desirous to cherish a virtuous ambition in his soldiers, au well an 
to foster and entourage every species of Military merit, directs that whenever any 
singnkrly meritorious action is performed, the author of it shall be permitted to wear 
on his beings over the left breast, the figure of a heart in purple cloth or silk, edged 
with narrow lace or binding. Not only instances of unusual gallantry, but also of 
extraordinary fidelity and essential service in any way shall meet with due reward. * * 
This order is also to have retrwipect to the enriieot Atafren of the war, and to be roii- 
irider^ as a permanent one." 
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he passed from the small boat on board, ' God Almighty bless 
you, master Baron !' floated from his gratefnl lips across the 
parting waters." 

How tragic must have been the scenes of separation, when the 
scanty record of them is so touching. While we point to the 
Head Quarters, and repeat the story of Washington triumphing 
over the temptation to assume a Crown — of the victory of an 
army over itself— let us not forget that the soil has been baptised 
with the tears of veterans who had passed through the horrors 
of Valley Forge without a murmur — of men who had met the 
foes of their country on many a hard-fought battle-field without 
flinching; and may these recollections kindle a warmer gratitude 
and a deeper reverence for those, the fruits of whose toil and 
suffering we now enjoy. 

The population of the Precinct was considerably increased, 
after the occupation of New York by the English forces, by 
"refugees" from that city, whose participation in the struggle for 
liberty had compelled them to remove. Among these persons, 
Adolpli DeGrove, Derick Amerman, Daniel Niven, and others, 
became permanent residents after the peace.* Besides these 
refugees, quite a large number of persons who had been in the 
army, took up their residence here, among whom were Major 
Josepli Pettingale, James Johnson, and others. This addition 
to the population, composed as it was of men of energy and 
enterprise, contributed largely to develope the business capacities 
of the village. Up to the commencement of the war. New 
Windsor had mainly absorbed the commercial enterprise of 
the settlers in this vicinity; but the shipment of stores to the 
army had demonstrated that Newburgh possessed much greater 
natural advantages for commerce, besides being nearer the 
centre of the populated districts; and these advantages, in the 
hands of an energetic people, soon began to change the current 
of population, lands were speedily taken up, wharves were 
constructed and the way was opened for that tide of prosperity 
which for years rolled in with a steady wave. 

Anticipating this influx of population, Mr. Benjamin Smith 
laid out in streets and lots, that portion of his farm lying east 
of Montgomery street, between South and First streets, under 

* The Clinton papera, in the State Library, contain the petitions of these and other 
refagees, praying that the hooses and lands which they had owned and occupied hi 
New York prior to the war, and fh>m which they had been compelled to flee on the 
occupation by ^®Bi^^><^oiild^i^s^i^ to them; bat for reasons entirely nnex- 
plained, so far an we have been able to discover, the petitions were never granted. 
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the name of the ''Township of Washington,'' and gave a deed 
to the people of the lands now covered by Montgomery, Smith 
1 2 3_ * 5 S 
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Streeti desfgnated bj letlen and flgores. C-^Colden^s Dock. Lr— Continental Dock. 
Water, and Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth streets, from 
Montgomery street to the River. The plot embraced seventy- 
two lots, the largest number of which soon after passed to the 
possession of other proprietors.* 

The streets dedicated to the public were not formally opened 
until 1790, when the Road Commissioners of the Town, by virtue 
of a general act of the Legislature, ordered the establishment 
of "a street called Wagon street, running from the S. W. corner 
of Lot 81, on Western Avenue, Easterly on that Avenue to the 
S. W. corner of Lot 16; thence N.J), to the N. W. corner of Lot 
9, in the Newburgh townshipf ; thence Easterly until it intersects 

* The lots were owned, in 1782. aa follows: John Anderson, No.*b 1 and 6; James 
Denton, No. 2; Mr. Mcnge, No.'b 3 and 13; E. C. Lutherlob, No.'h 4, 10, 11, 23, 24 and 
35; JacobReader, No. 6; A. Fairchild, No.*8 7 and 20; Uugh Waldh, No.8 8, 21 and 
36; Wm. Forbes, No.'8 9 and 22; Mr. Crosbv, No. 12; Wm. Qiiackenbusb, No.'s 14 and 
16; 8. Clark, No. 16; B. Palmer. No. 17; Wm. ThurHton, No. 18; Adolph De(]rove,No. 
19. The remaining lots were held by Mr. Smith. The deed given by Mr. Smith, and 
the map of the plot are still preserved in the office of the Clerk of the Village. The 
deed rnids as follows: 

''Know all men by these Presents: That I, the underwritten Benjamin Smith, for my- 
self, my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, do forever release, and quit claim 
all the lands in the said streets of the within map, according to the several Mridths as 
marked or mentioned in said map, except First street and the place where my dwelling 
hoose now stands on Second street, which shall remain unmolested during the pleasure 
of myself, my heirs and assigns, or the proprietors of said place their heirs and asi-igns 
forever. As witness my hand and seal this thirteenth day of August, in the vear of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two. BENJAMIN SMIlft, [L£.] 

''Witnesses present: Hugh Walsh, John DeOrove, Aaron Fairchild." 

fOld Town of Newburgh Plot. See ante page 33. The pecnliar angles in all of our 
principal streets arose fh)m this fact: Colden and his associates in laying out the Old 
Town of Newburgh Plot, commenced their streets on the natural plateaus. The Trus- 
tees of the Glebe laid out their streets parallel with the river. >\'hen Smith came to open 
his land. Water street was placed nearer the river and a corresponding division can led 
back in Smith and Montgomery streets. When the Road Commissioners took the duty 
in hand of joining together the streets thus dedicated, an angle was formed in Water 
street at the junctions with Wagon and South streets; and also at the junction of High 
and Smith streets and of Montgomery and Uasbrouck streets. The angfe is necessarily tol- 
owed in Grand street, and mars Chamber and other streets more recently opened. 7 he 
cftizena of Newburgh thus have a perpetual memorial of the "Township of Newburgh,'^ 
the "Township of W^ashington" and of the "Glebe." 



C« 



B2 TOWK OP K1WBUA3B. 

Water street in the township of Washington. Also, a road 
beginning at the S. E. corner of High street and running N. E. 
along that street to the N.W. comer of Lot 1^, in the township 
of Ncwburgh; thence N. E. to First street in the township of 
Washington; thence across said street intersecting Smith street, 
and thence Northerly to South street. Also, a street called 
Montgomery street in the township of Washington, beginning 
at the S. E. corner of a lot given by Benjamin Smith for the use 
of the Presbyterian congregation, and thence Northerly to South 
street." Also, roads called First, Second, Third, Fourth and 
Fifth streets. Also, a road beginning ip the S.W. corner of Lot 
1, in the township of Washington, and running Southerly across 
the lands of the heirs of Richard Nicolls Golden in a direct 
course to the end of Water street in the township of Newburgh, 
between Lots 1 and 9. 

This order, it will be seen, opened Water street from South 
street to Western Avenue; Golden or Wagon street from Water 
street to Western Avenue; High street; Smith street; Montgom- 
ery street; and First, Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth streets, 
the latter from the river to .Montgomery streets. Wagon 
street intersected the "Wallkill road," as it was called ; -while 
South street was opened from Water to Liberty street, and from 
thence its course changed,* and what is now Gidney Avenue was 
formed. Such, with the ad(fition of Liberty street, were the 
opened streets of the present village of Newburgh in 179L 

The Precinct of Newburgh continued to be recognized by that 
name until 1788, when, by an act of the Legislature '*for dividing 
the Counties of the State into Towns," passed March 7th of that 
year, the title of *Trecinct" gave place to that of *'Town."t The 

* Minutes of Trustees of Glebe, Bep. 22, 1791. "Whereas, there is a vacancy of eight 
rodd lett on the south side of the Minister's lot for a street, which, nmning through wet 
ground and over a high bill, is impracticable— agreed, to enclose said road, and allow a 
road of four rod.s wide to run through the lot from opposite Martin Weigand's to the 
northward of a piece of swamp Una adjoining said high hills." 

t This act, after reciting the boandi of New Cornwall, New Windsor and other towns, 
define.-) the boundi of the town of Newburgh as follows: "All that part of the said 
County of Ulster, bounded Easterly by Hudson^s river, Southerly by New Windsor, 
Wc.-iterly by the Bast bounds of one thousand acres of land granted to John Johnston, 
and the Ka-tt bounds of three thousand acres granted to Ilenry Wileman, and the East 
bounds of throe thousand acres granted to Rip Van Dam and othere; and Northerlv by 
a line beginning on the West side of Hudion's river, at the North-east comer of a tract 
of land granted to Francis Harrison and Company, called the five thousand acre tract, 
and running from thence Westerly along the North bounds of the said tract and the 
North bounds of another tract granted to the said Francis Harrison to the tract of land 
commonly called Wallace's tract, then along the same Northerly and Westerly to the 
North-ca-stcrly bounds of a tract of land granted to Jacobus Kip, John Cruger and others, 
commonly c-ailed Kip and Cruger's tract, thence Westerly along the Norui-easterly and 
Northerly bounds thereof, to the North-west comer thereof, and then Westerly to the 
Nirth-east corner of said three thousand five hundred acres of land granted to Rip Van 
Dam and others— shall be, and hereby is erected into a town by the name of Newbnrgh.'* 
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boundaries, however, remained unchanged, and as they at 
present exist. 

We have already brought down the history of the Glebe to 

the period of the Revolution. The Rev. John Sayer, the successor 

of Mr. Watkins, resigned the charge in 1775, and during the 

war the* church had no minister. The school, however, was 

continued by Mr. John Nathan Hutchins,* who, in addition to his 

duties as teacher, read prayers in the old church on the Sabbath. 

On the death of Mr. Hutchins, in 1782, Mr. Richard King was 

selected as teacher; and in 1790, the Rev. George H. Spierin 

performed the duties of minister and school-master. Changes 

j had also occurred in the trustees. Mr. Alexander Golden died in 

J 1775, and his place had been filled by Isaac Belknap; and on 

! the death of Mr. Albertson, Mr. Henry Smith was elected his 

successor. 

It was during the year 1790, that the discussions commenced 

j which subsequently terminated the control of the Episcopal 

church over the Glebe. In June, of that year, Col. Cadwallader 

Golden, son of Lieut. Governor Colden,t was elected trustee to 

fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Henry Smith; and 

almost immediately after his election, those opposed to the 

j church raised the question of his eligibility, he being a non- 

I resident although a free-holder on the patent. To meet the 

I difficulty. Golden proposed an amendment of the charter so as to 

j permit the election as trustees of persons residing within twelve 

I miles of the patent who were free-holders thereon; and the 

! trustees adopted a petition to the Legislature to that effect. J 

I The opponents of the church immediately drew up a counter 

I petition, asking the Legislature "that no act relative to the 



I 



I 



* The &ct here stated is trom a MSS. foand among the papers of iHaac Belknap. The 

Siper recites, that owing to the scarcity of money and other difficulties in collecting the 
lebe rents, Mr. Hntchins* salary had not been fully paid, there being due him at the 
time of his death the sum of eighty-two pounds one sbilling and sixpence. 

t June 4, 1790. Col. Cadwallader Colden elected Trustee. Thirty-six votes were cast, 
thirty of which were for Colden and six for Isaac Ilasbrouck.— MintU<«. 
t Jan.6, 1791. Col. Colden stated that he had conferred with Messrs. Hoffman and 
I Harri2«, Attorneys, in New York; and that, in consequence of a line he had received from 

Mr. Hoffman, he recommended that application should be made to the I^gifUature, by a 
petition trom the inhabitants on the patent, jiraying that the I>egi»lature would please 
I j to alter the letter of the patent in that part where it du^*ts the choice of TrusteeH; and 

I to determine positively what portion or the rents arising from the Glebe bhould go 

I towards the support oj" a school, and how much to the minister; as aim to alter the 

name and style of said charter, as should be agreeable to the present Constitution of the 
United States. And that the alteration in that part of the charter which respects the 
, choice of a trustee, shall be thus: That said inhabitants of the German patent shall have 

a right to elect any person residing withhi twelve miles of said pat4?nt, being a free- 
holder on said patent, as a trustee; and not be confined to tho}«e residing on the patent 
, only. This proposition bemg agreed to, it was likewise agreed, that a petition lor the 

abd^e pnrposea should be handed about among the inhabitant8.~J1f ihti/e#. 
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premises be passed until the collected sense of the Parish be 
taken/' This petition, or remonstrance, was very nnmeronsly 
signed; and led to the calling of a meeting, by the trustees, to 
take the whole subject into consideration. The call was issued 
on the tth, and the meeting held on the 10th of February, at the 
house of Martin Weigand, at 2 o'clock, P. H. The inhabitants 
of the patent, regarding the affair as an attempt on the part 
of the church to divert the revenues of the Glebe from the 
support of a school, to which they had been wholly applied since 
1175, were thoroughly aroused and attended the meeting in large 
numbers. After a turbulent discussion of considerable length, 
the proposition to amend the charter was rejected by a majority 
of thirty-four votes.* 

The result of this meeting, viz: the defeat of the attempt to 
amend the charter, led to, in May following, the resignation 
of Golden as trustee, and of Spierin as school-master.f Colden's 
resignation was accepted; and, on the 16th May, Isaac Hasbrouck 
was elected his successor, having received fifty-one votes and 
William Seymour sixteen. The resignation of Spierin produced 
no other action than a resolution to divide the income of the Glebe 
equally as compensation for the duties of minister and school- 

* Feb. 10, 1791. A motion was made, that in order to open the meeting, the adver- 
tisement Mhoold be read, which was agreed to and done accordingly. Gol. Golden then 
went on to inform the inhabitants of the measnres thev had taken in electing him their 
trustee. Also, how for they had proceeded in the business with him; and that, flrom the 
opposition of certain persons hostile to his election, he had been under the necessity of 
employing certain attorneys in New York, in consequence of whose advice a petition to 
the Legislature, pra3ring an explanation and amendment of the charter, had been drawn 
up and signed by sundry of said inhabitants. That another petition was handed about, 
and signed by a number of inhabitants, requesting the Legislature that nothing might 
be done in favor of the before-mentioned petition until the sense of the inhabitants might 
be taken thereon collectiyely; and was going fiuther to remark that such conduct, 
after having chosen him, tended to ii^ure nis character, and only served to gratify a few 
deigning persons. Col. Golden was now interrupted by Phineas Howell, and informed 
that his character as a gentleman and citizen was not impeached; that it was a sut^ject 
foreign from the business of the dav, and therefore moved, that a vote be taken whether 
Col. Golden shall undertake to vindicate his character in this meeting or not The 
motionbeingseconded, was put to the people and voted, that he shall not. A motion 
was then made and seconded, whether Gol. Golden shall speak on the business of the 
day or not. Voted, he shall. Gol. Golden then went on and asserted that falsehoods 
were contained in the last mentioned petition; and denied the charges held np therein. 
Here he was again interrupted, so he said no more. A motion was then made and 
seconded, whether there snail be an alteration of the charter or not. After some debate 
upon the question, it was agreed that the sense of the people should be taken by ballot, 
and was carried in fiivor of those against the alteration by a minority of thirty-four^— 
MinuUi. 

t May 3, 1791. The Trustees met at the house of Martin Weigand, and being opened, 
Gol. Golden observed that upon consideration of the difficulties that seemed to attend 
the trusteeship since he had been elected, and in all probability were likely to be con* 
tinned, it appeared that the inhabitants of said patent were very much divided; and 
therefore concluded that it mi^t tend to restore peace and harmony among them, and 
so be for the public good of the parish, for him to resign his office as trustee; and ac- 
cordingly he delivered his resignation. The Rev. Mr. Spierin proposed not to have any 
thing to do with the Glebe school any ftirther, which the trustees a^peed to. Agreed, 
also, by said trustees, that the income of the Glebe lands be equally divided between Mr. 
Bpierin and the school-master^— JlfimUff. 
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master respectively, until the 28tli of May» when the trustees 
conferred with Spierin on the subject, and obtained his consent 
to be inducted agreeable to the charter.'*' 

Mr. Spierin continued to serve as minister and school-master 
until 1793 or '94. Meanwhile the subject of the disposal of 
the revenues of tlie Olebe was more or less discussed. The 
membership of the Episcopal church had dwindled away until 
very few of tliat denomination remained; and the inhabitants 
belonging to other religious denominations renewed their efforts 
to get the revenues exclusively applied to the support of a 
school-master. The old trustees insisted upon maintaining their 
agreement with Mr. Spierin; and, having no other alternative, 
the people held a meeting and elected William Seymour and 
Phineas Howell trustees, and voted that the Olebe rents should 
be paid to them. This action led to a compromise of the diflS- 
culties, in virtue of which both the old and the new trustees 
resigned their places, and Timothy Hudson and Phineas Howell 
were chosen their successors.f 

In this way the revenues of the Olebe passed from the control 
of the Episcopal church. The very means — the elective franchise 
conferred on the inhabitants by the charter — which the Episcopa- 
lians had employed to wrest the privileges of the patent from the 
Lutherans, had been successfully used for the overthrow of their 
own power. The Olebe now passed wholly into the hands of the 
people; and a limited but useful system of free education for the 
children of the poor, began to dififuse its blessings. 

The concluding years of the century were marked by the 
formal incorporation of the Presbyterian and Associate Reformed 
churches;^ and by the establishment of the Newburgh Academy. 
An attempt had been made to organise the latter institution in 
1791, and for that purpose authority was asked from the Legis- 
lature to establish a Lottery}— a mode of raising money for such 

• llinutefl. Hay 28, 1791. f Minutes, Sept 22, Oct 13 and 27, 179i. 

X A BBore puiicalar acooont of these ehardiei wfli he ghren In another chapter. 

§ ''The petition of the inhabitants of the town of NeTlmigfa and parts adjacent, most 
humbly sheweth: That in the year 1761, a tract of 600 acres of tand on the banks of 
Hodaon's rirer at Newburgh, was nanted by Government as a Glebe, for the use and 
support of a minister of toe Chnrch of England, and a school for the edncation of youth: 
That fW>m the poverty of the inhabitants to whom the grant was first made, and other 
inauqsicious cncnmstances, the benerolent intentloni of Government hsve been in a 
great measure flrustrated: That the healthy sitnatlon of Ncwbnnh and other welMmown 



natural advantages, nutke it a very eligiUe spot for a public sdiool: That the present 
inhabitantH, sensible of those advantages, and wishfaig to co-operate vrith the sood in- 
tentions of Government, bj making the said grant extensively useftd, hsve given en- 



cjuragement to the Bev. George HT Spierin to settle on those lands as minirter,and also 
to undertake the superintendoke of an Academy, fbr both of which diarges he is well- 
known to be amply qualified: That they hiboor under great ineonv«nienoes for want of 
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purposes very common at that time. This petition failed, and 
during the pendency of the difficulties in regard to the Glebe, 
little was done. In 1795, however, the public took the matter 
in hand with energy. Mr. Elnathan Foster gave a lot of land; 
and the building was erected by means of private subscriptions, 
the title and management of the property being vested in the 
trustees of the Glebe. 

Population poured in rapidly, and mercantile, commercial and 
mechanical enterprises were established and prosecuted with 
vigor. The heavily timbered lands in the western part of the 
town gave employment to fourteen saw-mills, and large quantities 
of ship timber, planks and staves were forwarded to market. 
The foot of North street, where Major Pettingale had established 
a whaif, was almost entirely devoted to the shipment of lumber, 
and vessels were loading there constantly for New York. Ship- 
building was also carried on to a considerable extent by William 
Seymour and others; and Newburgh ships entered into the Liver- 
pool trade, and her smaller vessels engaged in coasting and in 
trade with the West India Islands. 

In 1797, the village had attained to such size that it was 
found necessary to establish a Fire Department; and for this 
purpose a law was passed by the Legislature defining the fire 
limits of the village, and directing the election of five trustees, 
"to be called the Trustees of the Fire Company in the Village of 
Newburgh." * The fire limits defined by this act included that 
portion of the totvn lying south of an east and west line running 
six rods north of the Academy; and the district thus defined was 
**to be called the Village of Newburgh," the free-holders in which 
were empowered to elect annually not less than three nor more 

a building sufficiently large to keep such a school as the extent of this generous grant 
certainly merit;), and which they are unable to erect:— Your i>etitioners therefore humbly 
pray, that they may be indulged with leave to set on foot a lottery to raise a sum not 
exceeding to be expended in raising convenient buildings for the purposes afore- 
said. And your petitioners will ever pray.'* Dated, Newburgh, January, 1791. 

• TImj third section of this act reads as follows: "Tlie said Trustees, to be chosen as 
aforesaid, or a mqjor part of them, shall have full power and authority to nominate and 
appoint a sufficient number of firemen (willing to accept,) not exceeding twenty to every 
fire engine now provided, or hereafter to be provided, for the use of the said village, out 
of the inhabitants being free-holders or persons renting property to the value of one 
hundred dollars per annum, to have the care, management, working and using the said 
fire engines, and the other tools and instruments now or hci'eafter to be provided for the 
extinguishment of fires within the said village, which persons so to be nominated and 
appointed as aforesaid, skill be called the firemen of the village of Newburgh, who are 
hereby required to be ready at all fires, as well by night as by day, to manage, use and 
work the other tools and instruments aforesaid.^' 

By other sections of the act, firemen were exempted from service as constables or as 
jurors of inquest; and the Trustees had power to remove firemen for cause, to make all 
necessary rules and regulations, and, in case of fire, to command the assistance of all 
''able-bodied inhabitants in said village'' to extinguish the same. The inhabitants of the 
village were also required to furnish their houses with suitable fire-backets. 
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than five trustees, who should have the appointment of firemen and 
the control and management of a fire department. This was 
the first crude form of the village authority. 

In September, 1797, the publication of The Mirror — the second 
newspaper printed in the present village of Newburgh — was 
commenced by Philip Van Home, and, in 1799, passed into the 
hands of Joseph W. Barber. In 1798, The Nexo Windsor Gazette 
was published at New Windsor by Jacob Schultz, but was soon 
after removed to Newburgh and called The Orange County Gazette. 
This paper was subsequently sold to David Denniston, the name 
being changed to The Citizen, It was afterwards merged in The 
Rights of Man* a paper established by Elias Winfield, for whom 
it was printed by Benoni H. Howell. The Mirror gave place to 
The Recorder of Die Times, and the latter to The Political Index, 

We mention these papers in their order, for the purpose of 
introducing the facts in the religious history of the town which 
led to their publication. As the Revolution had severed the old 
connection between church and state, the people of America 
were naturally led to consider what should be the future political 
relation of the church. These discussions finally subsided on the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution, as that instrument expressly 
declared that Congress should "make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." 
But besides these debates, there were other and mightier agencies 
operating in the direction of scepticism. Voltaire and his friends 
had already begun the work of unsettling the religious faith of 
Europe; they shook, as it were, the very pillars of the church, 
and desolated France with the terrible Revolution of '98. 

The doctrines taught by Voltaire and Paine were accepted by 
many prominent and able men in the United States; but at no 
place did these anti-religious sentiments prevail to a greater ex- 
tent than in Newburgh. The Citizen first, and subsequently TAe 
Rights of Man, hoisted the infidel flag; there was a regularly 
organized society of infidels, and a blind man, by the name of 
Elihu Palmer,t was induced to visit the village weekly and deliver 

* In the Aotobiography of Rev. Doct Johnston, a paper under the title of The Tem- 
ple of Reaton is mentioned, (p. 94.) The paper referred to was probably Tlte Rizhtt 
qf M^n, which, we are informed bj Ur, Schultz, was the only infidel paper publi^ed 
at that time. 

t In a lltUe book entitled "The Fato of Infidelity,'* written by Abner Cunningham, 
it is stated that Elihu Palmer was bom at Norwich, Conn., about the year 1763, and 
graduated at Dartmouth College in 1 787. He was early settled as a miniister of the Gospel ; 
but he subsequently changed ms faith to Universalism, and fh>m that passed over to Infi- 
deltty. In 1793, be was attacked by Yellow Fever which left him entirely blUid. He 
died at Phihidelphia in 1805. 
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lectures at the Academy in opposition to the Bible. Besides the 
above-named newspapers, Paine^s **Age of Reason," TyndaPs 
"Christianity as Old as the Creation," and works of a similar 
cliaracter, were re-published under the auspices of the society and 
circulated with all diligence. 

"That there was infidelity, and organized infidelity," says Doct. 
Johnson,* "I have no reason to doubt. Nay, I have my informa- 
tion from one who was a member of w^hat was styled "The Druid 
Society." It was one of the branches of the "Illuminati Society," 
at the head of which was AVcishaupt, of Germany, the leading 
object of which, according to his representations, was, destruction 
to all organized governments, *civil and divine.* Hence the Bible 
was the avowed object of their hatred, as well as all that pertained 
to the church of God and her institutions. I have a number of 
facts, dates and particulars on this subject, which would help 
posterity to know more of the sad effects of infidelity in New- 
burgh, the latter end of the last and the commencement of this 
century, than is generally known at present. A clergyman 
informed me, that after preaching here, he was attacked in the 
evening by a fierce dog, set on by several who were reputed 
members of the Druid Society. The place where the attack was 
made was near the large elm tree on Liberty street. I presume 
many have heard it stated, (and I have never heard it contro- 
verted,) that in the afternoon or evening of the day in which the 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper was dispensed by our officiating 
clergyman, a mock administration was performed at a springf 
within the limits of the Corporation, by formally presenting to a 
little dog a cracker and a small quantity of water, using the 
words of our blessed Redeemer when he instituted the holy 
supper." 

"It ought to be known," continues Dr. Johnston, "that the prin- 
cipal actor in this impious transaction did not long survive. On 
the following Sabbath evening he was found in his room, with 
the door locked, apparently in a fit. The door was forced, and 
he was seen lying on the floor, convulsed with awful spasms, 
and he died without being able to utter a word. Whether he had 
taken anything with a view to self-destruction, or whether it was 
the immediate* act of God, without his voluntaiy agency, we 
know not. This occurred in July, 1798. In the grave-yard there 



* A series of sermons delivered by the Rev. Joho Johnston, D. D., deceased. 

t The place referred to is said to have been the spring on the premises now owned by 
Edward R. Johnes, Esq. 
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is a stone with the following inscription: *'The Tomb of — 

— -, who died July 2d, in the year of the Christian Era, 1799, 
aged 34 years." For a time it seemed as if these infatuated men 
had determined that there should not remain in Newburgh and 
its vicinity a vestige of Christianity; and they employed every 
means in their power to accomplish their object." 

Dr. Johnston's account of the objects and doings of the infidels 
of Newburgh, comes to us somewhat colored perhaps by religious 
prejudice; but the main facts are generally conceded to have been 
as he states them. There are, we believe, but three living wit- 
nesses of the events referred to, Mr. James Donnelly, a member 
for a short time of "The Druids," Mr. Jacob Schultz, the editor of 
the first anti-infidel paper, and Mr. Daniel Niven. We have 
conversed with Mr. Donnelly and Mr. Schultz on the subject, and 
they boUi agree that the accounts given by Dr. Johnston and by 
Abner Cunningham'*' are exaggerated, especially in reference to 
the deaths of several of the participanta in the scenes described. 
''The Druids," says Mr. Donnelly, ''first organized as a debating 
society, and was composed of the best men in the place. Many 
of the members became infidels after they had joined the society, 
and then changed the association into an infidel club. A good 
many withdrew at this time and myself among the number. It 
is a great mistake to assert that all the infidels were bad men 
and came to violent deaths." Mr. Schults states that Dr. Phineas 
Hedges, whose sudden death Dr. Jdinston refers to, "it was 
always understood, died in a fit brought on by nervous excitement. 
The circumstances were these: I printed an article in my OazeUe 
in which Dr. Hedges and the infidels were handled severely. The 
Dr. was very much excited over it, and came down to New 
Windsor to ask. the privilege of a reply. I told him that I must 
see his reply before I would agree to print it; but that if it was 
couched in proper terms, he might expect its publication. The 
next I heard was that the Dr. had died in a fit. Some of the 
more ardent anti-infidels said it was a visitation of God; but 
this was not generally believed.f The discussions of that period 



^"Fftteor Infidelity/* by Abner Cunningham, in wliich tlie aathor profesBes to reveal 
the fiite of several of the prominent Newburgh infidels. The fites of our village papers ; 

show conclusively that the statements made are incorrect in many instances. "D. D." 
says Cunningham, referring to David Denni8ton,''a printer, three days after fell in a fit, I 

and died hnmediately.** This is not true, for Denniston edited The RighiM qf Man after i 

this, and was subsequently connected with the Am/triam CiUxtn and fVateh 7bi0er,a ! 

paper printed in New York. He died Dec. 13, 1803, of a malignant fever. | 

t 7%e Mirror f of July 9th, thus speaks of Dr. Hedges: "In Justice to his memory, it 
ouA[bt to be observed, that he was a man po sse ss e d of a strong mind, and this mind 
hignly improved and cultivated by the principles of general science and the knowledge 
oT tiie phuoaophy of MtoK." 
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will always be remembered by me; and after the lapse of sixty 
years I have come to regard the acts of my contemporaries in a 
softer light than that in which I then looked upon them." 

While these corrections are due to the memory of the dead, the 
files of The BiglUs of Man and of The Recorder of the Times— 
the first the advocate, and the latter the opponent of the doctrines 
taught in Paine's "Age of Reason" — give ample evidence of the 
violence of the discussion, and of the efforts made to overthrow 
all religious worship. According to a statement in The liecorder 
of the Times, in 1803, these efforts gradually subsided after the 
close of the century, and now, after the lapse of fifty years, we 
behold the scene of these old contests decked with the spires of 
fifteen churches. 

In 1798, the political relations of the town were changed by 
an act of the Legislature making a new division of the original 
counties of Ulster and Orange and erecting the present county • 
of Orange, with Newburgh and Goshen as half-shire towns. 
Under this law Courts were held in the Academy, the upper 
rooms of which were fitted up for the purpose; and this arrange- 
ment continued until the erection of the present Court House. 

— We have now traced the history of the town and village 
of Newburgh from the first settlement down to the close of the 
century; and have enumerated the leading events occuring in 
their progress. We have noted the settlement by the Palatines 
of the Parish of Quassaick — the transfer of the Patent to other 
settlers xmder the title of the Parish of Newburgh — the settle- 
ment of adjoining Patents and their incorporation in the Precinct 
of Highland — the erection of the Precinct and subsequently of 
the Town of Newburgh — the participation of the people in the 
struggle for national independence, and the discussions in which 
they engaged and the enterprises which they fostered. We 
cannot close the record more appropriately than by giving place 
to the following recollections, prepared for our pages, by our 
venerable townsman, Mr. James Donnelly: 

"When I look back almost eighty years and think of our village 
as it was then and compare it with the present, I can scarcely 
realize the change. It certainly was one of the most forlorn . 
looking places that I ever saw. It had but one street — a very 
good one to be sure — along which was scattered a few old look- 
ing brown houses; and that was the village, for below the hill 
yon could hardly set your foot for the mud. Water street was 
not worthy to be called a street, as it only extended from about 
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opposite where the Steam Mills are nearly to where the Bank of 
Newburgh is. I have often seen the continental wagons pried 
out of the mud with rails when four large horses could not draw 
them out. The side hill was covered with orchards principally. 
A strip of laud along tlie river, commencing where the upper 
malt houses stand and reaching to the west side of Water street 
and north to Pettingale's landing, was called the Dismal Swamp. 
It was a deep swamp, covered with a dense thicket of black 
alders and alive with pilots (snakes.) Na one thought of going 
there, except in the winter when the boys sometimes caught 
rabbits there, and they were plenty. 

"On the hill were the old church, the parsonage and the school- 
house, Martin Weigand's hotel, which stood just opposite Gidney 
Avenue, and a few houses on the Glebe. At the south end of 
Liberty street was Hasbrouck's house, and on beyond him were 
the residences of Henry Smith and his brother Leonard. Has- 
brouck's and Smith's were considered quite out of town. 

"I believe that I was born in the first frame house that was 
built here, from facts that I noticed when I demolished the old 
house, although I had forgotten them for many years until you 
roused my memory by your inquiries about Albertson's tavern. 
Now I recollect all about it. It was very old at the time I took 
it down, but could have been repaired by putting in new sills. 
It had a poor foundation, and bore the appearance of having been 
built in a hurry. The reasons why I think it was the first frame 
house, and built before there were any saw mills in this part of 
the country are, that there was not an inch of sawed stuff in the 
whole house in its original state, that is before the kitchen, piazza 
and window-shutters were added. One side of the frame was 
hewed smooth enough to nail the sidings on, but the bark was 
left on in the garret. The siding was split oak about three feet 
long — shingles the same, only not so long, and lapped lengthways 
like the siding. The chimney was flat stone laid in loam mortar. 
It was completely cemented when removed. The walls were loam 
and not a particle of lime, hair or bristles in it. Whoever built 
it made the loam mortar adhere better than we do lime and hair 
mortar. It was the only frame house in the place that had no 
sawed stuff in it. It had beams over-head and a floor water 
tight. The kitchen was built by Albertson I believe — at least I 
was told so. The piazza and shutters were made at the same 
time, I presume, for they were the same style of workmanship. 
The piazza was a smart affair for those days — it had a cornice 
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and neat posts. The kitclien is still standing. I see by my old 
deeds that the lots were designated as No. 6 and 18, on the Glebe, 
and were conveyed in 1768 by Cad. Colden to Joseph Albertson; 
and by Joseph Albertson, cordwainer, to Peter Donnelly, of New 
York, currier, in 1774. It is over sixty years since I took down 
the main building. 

"After Albertson sold to my father, he built an addition to 
Henry Bend's house, on lot No. 4, and kept a public house there. 
Jeremiah Smith, father of Daniel Smith of Balmville, bought the 
place of Albertson and kept a tavern there sometime after the 
war. The house is still there. John Mandeville afterwards 
bought it and built an addition to it. 

''During the war the fife and drum were heard almost con- 
stantly, and soldiers were quartered on us nearly all the time. 
When they came, the sergeant would open the door and tell you 
that you must take in the soldiers, while the soldiers stood dripping 
in the snow or rain, anxiously waiting for shelter. My father 
frequently gave up the whole house to them ; and when the out- 
kitchen and house were full, I have known him to be at the bam 
until ten o'clock at night making places for them to sleep. They 
were compelled to lie on the floor to sleep, and I thought no 
more of walking over them, than I now do of walking on a 
carpet. The soldiers were generally militia men called out on 
alarms. Sometimes they remained a long time, but generally 
only a night or so. My father always tried to make them com- 
fortable ; he gave them potatoes, apples and cider. They never 
would steal from him, but would go to the fences of the neigh- 
bors and take rails and burn them ; but they were regarded as 
privileged to take such things. It was a tight fit for some of 
the King's folks to take in American soldiers, but they had to 
do it. We had no trouble with the soldiers from bad conduct. 
They were a little mischievous, and to amuse themselves one 
would hold me up and tell me to kick another, I expect I kicked, 
for I am told that I was a good boy to mind. Father would say, 
"Boys, boys, you are spoiling that child," and then they would 
stop ; but as soon as his back was turned, I would be hoisted up 
again for the same trick. 

"At the time the British sailed up the river and burned King- 
ston, those that had anything worth preserving hid it in the 
woods. My mother had some things hid away across King 
street. Among the rest was a small table, which we have still 
in a good state of preservation. Almost all the male portion of 
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the population was off to the defence of the fortn, and my father 
among the number. My mother took us children down cellar to 
avoid the shots, two or three of which, lodged in the bank oppo- 
site the house. The British fired a good many shot. I do not 
recollect being taken down cellar, for tlie reason, I suppose, that 
I was used to going tliere, and there was nothing unusual in it 
to make me remember it. 

"I recollect distinctly, however, the Hessian prisoners who 
were brought here after the surrender of Burgoyne. The oflScers 
wore long blue cloaks. They were in charge of a company of 
Morgan's riflemen, a part of whom were billetted at my fatherV 
j house. The riflemen were certainly the wickedest men that it 

j was ever my lot to see or hear for profanity. Ask them their 

I pedigree, and the reply was, **My fatlier was high Dutch and my 

I mother Irish," or "My father was Irish and my mother Dutch." 

I ! So it ran through the company. 

! , "One blessing was, that provisions were plenty; but clothing 

! . was difficult to obtain. A wool hat was a fine affair. I never 

j I went without shoes; but I remember being without a hat, from 

I , the fact of hiding once with some other boys, when we saw 

General Washington coming, so as to burst out when he came 
I . by and throw up our hats and hurrah for him. Those of us who 

I had hats threw them up, and those who had none threw up their 

I hands, which done just as well. Every family made their own 

1 clothing, but they could not make hats very well. 

! "The Hard Winter of 1780, made a very deep impression on 

f I my mind. We were fourteen days without bread. Owing to 

the severity of the weather, the mills could not run much of the 
time, and when they did run it was on flour for the army. We 
had plenty of everything else, but missed the l)read. Wheat i 

was so plenty that the horses were fed with it ; but we could not 
get flour. My father sent over the river tt) DePeystei's mill and 
had a barrel brought over on a hand-sled. In three days it was 
all gone — lent out — for the neighbors devoured each other, like 
the Kilkenny cats. The destitution was universal. After that 
there came a thaw, and we never wanted for bread again. The 
mills were poor affairs. There were only two — Hasbronck's and 
Nehemiah Denton's; the latter on one of the streams north of the 
village. For forty days that winter the water did not drop from 
the eaves. It snowed almost every day. We did not see the i 

sun until ten o'clock in the morning, and then it was only visibU^ 
for a short time, and looked as if it was wallowing through a 
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snow bank. Tho suow was even with the roof of our piazza. 
Between the war and the weather, we had such times as we 
would not be likely to forget. 

"The appearance of General Washington is familiar to me. 
He seemed different from any one else. He was of a commanding 
form, and calm, majestic countenance. He was a splendid rider; 
and we boys reverenced him, and extended a due share of respect 
to his horse and his servant, Will. Will was a handsome black, 
somewhat in years, and always rode a short distance behind his 
master on a brown horse. The General rode a bay horse. Mrs. 
Washington was short and stout. I thought she ^was homely, 
and that she never could have been a handsome woman. 

"General Wayne had his Head Qnarters at Mrs. Wool's house, 
which was near my father's, and I saw him almost every day. 
Ho was short and heavy set, and had red eyes. I remember his 
eyes l>ecau8e we had a cross dog that had red eyes, and the 
soldiers swore he had Mad Anthony's eyes. They called the 
dog Mad Anthony altogctlier. Trip was a tory in feelings, for 
lie hated the sight of a soldier because they teaz(5d him. 

"The Life Guards often visited at my father's house to discuss 
tlic events of the war, and after the peace tliose who had been 
soldiers used to gather there and talk and tell stories. When 
the news of peace came, my mother said, "Peace, blessed peace." 
"Mother, what is peace ?" I asked. 1 thought times had always 
been as they were then. 

"Mrs. Wool's house, which must have been Martin Weigand's 
old hotel, was torn down by Benjamin Darby who built part of the 
house subsequently known as the Downing house. Darby was a 
tanner and had one vat under an apple tree. I suppose he was 
frightened away from here, as he had been a tory during the war. 
At all events he went away and left his wife destitute. My father i 

j took her to his house, and finished and sold the leather for her • 

that Darby left, and she went away with the proceeds. Richard 
Hudson owTied the place afterwards and enlarged Darby's house. 
Mr. Downing purchased the place some thirty years ago. 

"Martin Weigand, Col. Palmer and Col. Hasbrouck each had 
a wagon, and these were all there were in the place. A few 
iwrsons had ox-carts in and about the village; and Capt. Coleman, 
up at the brook, had a Nantucket calash. Those who had horses 
had sleighs; but the usual mode of traveling was on horseback 
and on foot. I don't remember when I first saw umbrellas used. 
When I was a boy the men had hoods cm their over-coats to wear 
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over their heacU when it rained; bnt there wuh not nnich bnHinesB 
then to call people out in the rain. 

''Those who had beef to sell, uscil to drive it under an apple 
tree, and kill, dress and sell it there. The best cuts sold for six 
coppers (twenty-four coppers to a shilling) a pound; and pork 
sold for three coppers a pound. These coppers were made by 
Capt. Machin, out at the Big Pond. I took about a peck of them 
once down to Schultz's mill and got two bushels of flour. I 
remember it because Schultz sat down on the floor to count them, 
and I had to wait until he was done. The very highest price for 
mutton was six shillings a head for a large fat sheep of the old 
fashioned breed. Good horses averaged seventy-five and eighty 
dollars. My father bought one of Hugh Stevenson and paid one 
hundred dollars for it. This was an extraordinary price, but it 
was an extraordinary horse, and had been taken from the Indians. 
VV^e called him the Sturdy Beggar. This purchase wan during 
the war; but the butchering business was long after it. 

*'Broad street only extended about tliree hundred feet below 
Grand. It wsCH there fenced in and Mr. (iuthries had his black- 
smith shop in the middle of it. There was no house below Grand 
street, on the Glebe, when I first remember it. Tliere might 
have been one or two l)efore the war. The housgs that were 
standing after the war were p(M>rly built, and being generally 
without foundations, didn't last long. The old Ward house stood 
in the hollow. It must have hveu as old a house as ours, but I 
don't remember whether it liad any sawed stufl* in it or not. 
There is nothing U^ mark th<; spot wliere it stood except a 
chestnut tree, very old, on tlie land of J. J. Monell. Tlie Wards 
had a cider mill of very primitive constructitm. Tlie apples 
were pounded in a trough and the cheese jiressed by [dacing a 
heavy beam on it. The chestnut tree that I have referred to was 
so large, when I was a boy, that they used to saw the limbs off 
to get the nuts. The elm tree in Liberty street is about my age. 
I remember it when it was a mere whip and so slender that it 
could scarcely bear the weight of the mower's scythes while 
they rested from their work in the meadow. 

"The old story of the seizure of the Palatine church, and the 
carrying off of the bell, I have heard rei)eated a good many 
times years ago. It was always said that it was Burger 
Meynders that was buried under the falling door during the 
fracas. The old bell was the smartest little bell that I ever heard. 
You could hear it ring clear down to Murderer's creek. Burger 
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Meynders owncil tlic Head Quarters property, and I alwayu 
understood that he built the oldest part of the house. The old 
church was used as a cooper's shop by Morgan Cole before it 
was fitted up for a school-house. Once during the war the 
soldiers stabled their horses in it. After the war, Martin 
Weigand, who had a deep regard for the old church, proposed to 
have it repaired. The project was agreed to by others, and a 
bee was held and the repairs made. After that the Methodists 
and preachers of other denominations held service there. The 
school-master's house was taken down, and Mr. Mandeville made 
a blacksmith shop out of part of the frame. 

''The first dock was called Denton's Landing, and was probably 
built by Alexander Golden long before the war. It was after- 
wards George Gardiner's dock, and is now Mr. Ramsdell's. The 
next dock was built during the war, and was called the Continental 
Dock because the Continental Ferry used to land there. It was 
where Mailler's dock now is. Where the north-east corner of 
Water and Third streets now is, were barracks for the soldiers, 
and across the street, back of the Orange Hotel, were more 
barracks. They were subsequently removed to the west side of 
Smith street, and were burned down some years ago. ^Vhat 
was known as Oakley & Davis' dock was built during the encamp- 
ment here expressly for the use of the army; and noilh of it was 
an enclosure for cattle, and a slaughter-house, &c. After the 
war, Major Pettingale established what was called Pettingale's 
Landing. It was near the foot of North street, which was 
then a good road. Large quantities of ship-timber, staves and 
shingles were sent off from this landing. There was no dock — 
vessels were loaded from scows. Pettingale moved a building 
from the neighborhood of Powell's down there and a man by the 
name of Hogan lived in it. The landing was in the cove just 
north of the Powder magazine, and the road to it is yet there. 
John Peter DcWint built the dock between Mailler's and Oakley 
& Davirt, and also the brick house opposite the Bank of New- 
burgh. It was the first brick house built in the village. A road 
ran down to tlie dock and the brick house was on the corner of 
it. Front street was not here tlien. The river ran up in places' 
nearly to Water street, and tlie docks were small affairs. 
Water street, north of Fourth, ran up tlie hill ui an angular 
direction, and intersected South street. 

"There were but five houses below the hill, besides the conti- 
nental blacksmith shop which extended from Mr. Tyler's corner 
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to Mr. Carter^H store. David Howell finished it and lived there 
after the war. One of these houses was Mr. Denton's, after^vards 
Judge Gardiner's, and is still standing on Water street near the 
Whaling house. Another was where Isaac Belknap lived, 
nearly opposite the Gardiner house. The third, was a house on 
the north side of Denton's dock, where John Harris afterwards 
commenced the hatting business. The fourth was the residence 
of Alexander Golden, and was called the Newburgh House. It 
stood at the head of the gore between Golden and Water street. 
The fifth, was a house where Benjamin Smith lived, built by his 
father, on Smith street near the corner of Second.* The houses 
below the hill clust^^red in the vicinity of First street, probably 

from the fact that Goldeu's 
old ferry boats landed 
there. Gulden's house w|i8 
a two-story frame build- 
ing, with dormer windows. 
It was thirty or thirty-five 
Tl feet square, and had four 
rooms on the first floor and 
a hall through the centre. | 

It stood fronting the river. Benjamin Koe, the first harness- 
maker in town, lived there. The Square, as it is now called, used 
to be known as Golden's Gore. It was formed by opening Water 
and First streets, and the prior- course of Wagon now Golden 
street. Old Wagon street ran down about as far as the intersec- 
tion of Golden and Water streets and then wound down the hill 
south to Denton's dock. While the army was here, Adolph 
DeGrove built a tavern on the west side of Water street, corner 
of Third, and several other buildings were put up about the same 
time. Not long after the war, John Anderson built a store on the 
south-east corner of Water and Third streets. Robert Ludlow 
afterwards bought the place. Adolph DeGrove sold his place to 
John McAuley, and built a hotise on the east side of the street, 
about half-way between Second and Third streets, where he kept 
a tavern, and where he opened the first bakery in the place. John 
and Joseph Hoffman afterwards carried on the baking business 
at the same place. They subseqtiently dissolved partnership, and 
Joseph started a new shop on the north-west corner of Water and 




* See deed of Benjamin Smith, page 81. We add a few iioteH tu Mr. Donnelly 8 
paper for the purpow of giving concurrent fiicta f»oin <»tli('r Honrcn? which throw wme 
additional light upon the fml^ectB noticed by him. 
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Second streets.'^ Daniel Niven, Jr., and Marsh & Ferris were 
the principal tailors. John Shaw kept a store on the east side 
of Third street, opposite the Market; and Hugh Walsh kept a 
store on the west side of the Market. The Market stood at the 
foot of Third street, and the street ran down to the dock on each 
side of it. Robert Gonrlay, John McAulay, George Monell, and 
Denniston & Abercrombie had stores in Water street, the latter 
firm on the corner where the Orange Hotel now stands. John 
McAiiley kept his store in DeGrove's old tavern. Matthew 
DuBois was the first tobacconist. His shop was in Smith street, 
and the business was continued after his death by David M. 
DuBois. Jonathan Carter was the next tobacconist. But time 
would fail me to enumerate a tithe even of the changes that have 
occurred in the progress of the village. There are, I believe, 
only three of the descendants of the old business men now in 
Water street — the Chapmans, at Joseph Hoffman's old place; 
James S. Brown, who succeeded John Brown in the hardware 
business, and Enoch Carter who keeps his shop where his father 
and grand-father did. 

"I have said that the river ran up to nearly where Water 
street now is. The bank of the river formed a curve, setting 
in south of South street, and the water, at about Second street, 
was within a hundred feet of Water streetf I have rowed 
boats on the beach where the United States Hotel stands. The 
channel was very abrupt, and at high-tide sloops sailed almost 
up to Water street. 

'The Druids were first organized as a debating society. I 
joined it under the impression that it was to be conducted for 
the mutual benefit and instruction of the members. The laws 
said that neither politics nor religion were to be discussed. I 
met with the society four or five times, and finding that politics 
were discussed, I quietly withdrew and never troubled myself 
about them afterwards, as I did not approve of a secret political 
society. Perhaps two-thirds of the members were infidels. Dr. 
Johnston makes a sweeping charge that they were all infidels, 
and all came to violent deatlis. It is a great mistake. I have 
heard of vile acts attributed to some of the members, as well as 

* "Joseph Hoffman, baker, respectfully informs the pablic and his friends that he has 
removed from the house owned by Mrs. IMJrove, where he formerly lived, to the comer 
of Water and Second streets, two doors south of John Brown's store."— ^rf». in Recor- 
der, May 7, 1804. 

fin an advertii«ement of mortgage foreclosure, dated January 1, 1805, we find Lot 
No. 5, in the Township of Washington, now the north-west comer of Water and Second 
streets, described as "in depth (h)m the enst line of Water street to the river, 100 feet.*- 
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to some who were not. A great many withdrew after I left. | 

They ape all gone now but myself. When I met with the society : 

it held its sessions in the upper part of William L. Smith's house, ! 

now Eli Hasbronck's, in a room that had been occupied by a 
Masonic lodge. Mr. Smith was a member. Alexander Falls was I 

Secretary of the society for some time.* When I joined there 
was no initiation form or fee. I understood afterwards they used 
a ceremony similar to the Masons — administered an oath, &c. 
The society afterwards met in a room finished off for it in the i 

building which now stands on the south-west corner of Smith i 

and Third street. I don't know anything about the society ; 

holding meetings in the old Mcintosh house, although it might \ 

have done so after I withdrew. I never knew how the society 
broke up, but always supposed it died out with the infidel move- 
ment. It may have broken up in a quarrel, as you say you have i 
heard it stated; but if so it must have been a quarrel got up for 
that purpose. ! 

"I see that the house occupied by Richard Rikeman, adjoining ! 

Doct. Morrison's old place, is still standing. I do not know ' 

whether Rikeman built it or not — it was built before my recol- 1 

lection. Rikeman was a shoemaker. 

''James Johnson built the first house on the corner where the 
Orange Hotel stands. Benjamin and Daniel Birdsall opened the 
first regular store in the village. It was on Denton's, now 
RamsdelFs, dock. It was robbed, and I found the stolen goods 
down by the river in a clump of bushes — about ten dollars worth ' 

of thread, tape, Dilworth's spelling books, and other articles. 

"During the war salt was very scarce. I have seen farmers ■ 

I who were wealthy obtain salt from my father; and they would ! 

wrap it up and carry it home more carefully than they would ' 

money. My father obtained salt, and many things that others ] 

could not get, from his intimacy with Hugh McConnell, father of 
our present Surrogate, who had charge of the public stores at | 

Fishkill. ; 

"The first Pest-house stood near where John W. Brown's | 

residence now is. It was a building erected by Capt. Coleman | 

for his Nantucket trade, as I have understood. It stood in a | 

* The ''Society of Ancient Draids** was organized September 22, 1803, as appears by j 
a notice in the Rteorder qf the Time» of that year, and also by the followinf: Rdvertiw* 

ment in the RighU qf Man of September, 1804 : I 

"Society op Anciknt Druids.— The members are requested to meet at the Lodf^e j 

Room on Saturday, the 22d inst, at three o'clock in the afternoon, to celebrate then* ! 

annirersarT festival; at arhich time and pla/ct an Oration will be delivered by one of the i 
members. Sept 7, 1804. ALEXANDER FALI>(, Secy.*' 
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grove of pincb, and wa« a riulitary place. The people then 
regarded the small-pox, and other contagious diseases, with great 
horror, and when persons were attacked they were immediately 
removed to the Pest-house. 

•'Speaking of the small-pox reminds me, that I have often heard 
it stated that the first case of that disease here was in the 
Birdsall family. It was during the war, and caused no little 
alarm among the inhabitants. The circumstances of the case I 
do not remember.* 

"Martin Weigand^s tavern, during my recollection, stood on 
Liberty street just north of the grave-yard. It was a frame 

building, two-stories high, and 
had a stoop in front. I don't 
know when it was built. The 
soldiers used to gather there 
during the war, and it was a sort 
of rendezvous for old people 
to meet and tell stories. The 
^ Justices of the Peace had their 
courts there, and the town meet- 
ings were held there for a long 
time. It was tlie best tavern in the place for a good many years. 
Weigand was a good citizen, although not a man of any educa- 
tion. His wife was 8usan, daughter n\' Joseph Albertsoii. I 
believe they never had any children. 

"My father, Peter Donnelly, was the first person who manufac- 
tured leather here. He commenced in 1774, and had a currying 
shop only. Many of the farmers tanned their own leather and 
brought it to hin> to finish. He worked during the war at 
dressing leather for the army whenever they needed it, and 
received no pay until after the peace. Phineas Howell was the 
first tanner. He had a shop back in the lot on the north-west 
corner of Smith and Third street. 1 sunk my tan-yard (now 
Jennings «fe McKinstry\s) forty-<^ight years ago. It was tlien a 




* Wc find the following letter nraong the Clinton papers in the State Library: 

"XEWBrBiJii. Feb. 26, 1778. 

"1 think it proper to inform you, that one Ilinlaall, who wa«t taken iirisoncr and 
brought to PouRhkcepsie goal, but had liberty to come ijo Xewburgh to nis brothers, 
some way or other has got the Nmall-i)ox, ii|»on which Inaac Belknap's and two other 
families i)ecanie inuoculated in that neighborho<Kl, near the dcM^k a little aonth of the 
Continental ferry. Ah Hoon as I lieard it I endeavored to prevent it. but I nnderatand 
their Committee has ooni»ented to it. though they have promiMed not to Kiiflfer any more 
to be innoculated in Newburgh town or near it, where the troops might be exposed; 
but I am informed thev have not mmplied with that ]>n»mi^. Or. Higby is the person 
who innoculates. *' ♦ .IAS. CLINTON. 

"To (tovernor Cie«irge Clinton." 
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part of tlic Disiiiul Swuiiip partially ivclaiiiicHl. 1 iiseil to .jump • 

from boj^ to bop: to ^et to it, and have helped to lift many a cow | 

t>nt of th(» mud ther<\ When the villa>re was laid out, Wat<'r | 

street reached as far as Mr. Barclay's morocct) factory, wlu^rc | 

there was a j^ate not fifty years ago. Kohert (iardiner was the | 

lir«t man who worked the street thronpfli. 

**The building of ships and other vessels was quiti* actively 
prt)secuted here both before and after the war. The vessels owned 
by George Gardner were built at his yard, just north of First 
street. I believe he had three sloops built — two I know. His 
nhii)-wright was William Holmes. Jason Rogers established a 
8hii>-yard between Fourth and Fifth streets, where he built a 
brig of two or three hundred tons burthen. The stocks for this 
vessel were laid on Water street north of Fifth. \Vhen she was 
launched, the hill was so steep that when she struck the water 
she went taffrail under. She was l)uilt for a company of farmers, 
of whom Isaac Fowler, I believe, was one, and sailed to the 
West Indies. William Seymour — Mr. Bailey, ship-wright — ^built 
one ship and other vessels at the same yard. David and Walter 
Burling afterwards built a ship there and called her the Robert 
Bums. Richard Hill had a ship-yard where the Mansion House 
(now Chandler's and other stores,) stood. He contracted tt) 
build ships and other vessels. This was some sixty years ago. 
After that the building of vessels became so common as not to 
attract much attention. 

"I knew all the principal men of the town who were living- 
seventy years or so ago. The Rev. Mr. Sayer, the last minister 
who occupied the parsonage, was imprisoned during the war — 
whether in New York or Goshen, I don't know for certain, but 1 
am under the impression that it was in Goshen. While he was 
there the dysentery broke out among the soldiers somewhere in 
the vicinity, and, being a skillful physician, they gave him his 
liberty in order that the soldiers might have the benefit of his 
attendance. He afterwards went over to the British. This is 
the substance of conversations between my mother' and others 
when I was a boy. As my parents were Episcopalians. I would 
be likely to hear the truth on the subject. 

**The Rev. Mr. Spierin, the last Episcopal minister under the 
old Glebe charter, was a good preacher, a line reader, very 
pleasant and social in his disposition, and a man of noble 
appearance; but he was as ignorant of household affairs as any 
one could be. One day when I was going to mill, he asked me 
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if 1 would get 8ome meal for him. 1 told him 1 would. Uc I 

immediately called to his wife for a bag. Said he, ''James is 
going to mill and will get us some Indian meal, and we will have 
some nice Buckwheat cakes." His wife laughed heartily, and ; | 

exclaimed, ''A bull! a bull! an Irish bull!'' His look of aston- | 

ishment was amusing; but we did not explain the matter to him, 
and lie turned on his heel, saying that we both acted like fools. | i 

Mr. S. and his wife were natives of Ireland. He lived in the ! I 

lionse now occupied by C. F. V. Reeve, on the corner of Grand ! | 

and South street, where he taught a few scholars preparatory i j 

for college. William Ross was one of his pupils. i ' 

•'The first Methodist minister who preached here was a Mr. 
Gillespie, an Irishman by birth. He was rather a fine looking \ 

man, although he wore a very unclerical red handkerchief around | 

his neck. The first Methodist meeting was held in the old I 

clothing store-house, then occupied by the Presbyterians. Aft^r i 

that they held meetings in the old Glebe church, except when 
the weather was very cold. Their meetings were well attended. ] 

as it was not only a privilege to hear preaching, but a Methodist | 

parson was a curiosity in those days. Es^kiel Cooper was the | 

next preacher on the circuit, and John Cooper next. They were | 

a source of annoyance to Mr. Close, the Presbyterian minister, , ! 

who complained to deacon Reeve that the Methodists were 
gaining ground very fast. "Yes," replied the deacon, "and if \ 

you do not preach better than you have done, they will have all • 
the ground." 

"Mr. Close was a very dry preacher. 1 have been told that 
he preached to the soldiers during the war, but where I do not 
know. Mr. Graham, a Presbyterian minister, came from Fishkill 
and preached sometimes during the war and after. He preached 
in High street after the war. His son married a daughter of > 

Elnathan Foster. Mr. Lewis was stationed here before Mr. I ' 

Johnston. Deacon Lawrence was a leading man in the Presby- 
terian church. He was chorister in the old store-house, and 
wore a white cap, as did all the very old men at that time. He 
continued to sing until some Yankees came here and introduced 
singing by note, which caused great dissatisfaction and opposi- 
tion. He was a very good man. He lived in the old house still 
standing on High street, near the corner of First street. 

"Mr. Hart wick, of Hartwick's patent, was the last Lutheran 
minister here. He preached in the old church, by permission, 
before the war, and a few times afterwards. One of his sermons 
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was declared mouarchicai. He preached until he was very old — 
ninety years or so. He used to go to church and cry like a 
child. One day he met the Methodist minister at Mr. Foster's. 
"Come," said he, "take the Bible and let us go into the church." 
They went, and the Methodist preached and he listened. When 
he died he willed his property to his "heavenly master, Jesus 
Christ;" but I believe the property passed to his tenants then in 
possession. 

"Mr. Penny, the teacher in the Glebe school, was a native of 
Yorkshire, England. He came to this country with thirteen 
children, and had another born here which he called his "Amera- 
can." He must have been a very odd teacher, as he spoke the 
Yorkshire dialect. He taught before my remembrance, but I 
knew him well when he lived at Rossville. He brought from 
England a recipe for the prevention of hydrophobia, which is 
still preserved among his descendants of the Everett family of 
Modena, Ulster county. Some one found a nest of caterpillars 
on a tree and asked Mr. P. what they did with them in England. 
"Whoy," said he, "we call them rabels, ond we just tak' them 
ond crash them onder our feet, just soo," stamping his foot on the 
ground. I have known several instances where his medicine 
has prevented hydrophobia. There was a great deal of hydro- 
phobia here during the war and after its close. Animals went 
mad without number, and even the foxes went mad. It was 
attributed to the severity of the winters, animals being unable 
to procure water. 

"Mr. John Nathan Hutchins lived in the parsonage house 
during the war and taught school in the back room. He founded 
what was long known as "Hutchins' Family Almanac," for which 
he made the astronomical calculations. He was a learned man; 
but he would read the church of England prayers literally. This 
gave offence to some of the whigs, who did not like the idea of 
praying for the king. Major Isaac Belknap took him to task on 
the subject. "Tut, tut, friend Isaac," replied Hutchins, "does 
not the Bible command us to pray for our enemies." "Yes," said 
Belknap, "I know that, but I don't believe it." 

"Mr. King succeeded Mr. Hutchins in the Glebe school, and 
also lived in the parsonage. He was a very grave man in his 
manners, tall and light complexioned, of English descent but a 
native of Bermuda. 

"I do not recollect seeing Col. Jonathan Hasbrouck, but I have 
often seen Mrs. Hasbrouck. They kept a sort of a store, and I 
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was sent there soiiietiiiies to make purchases. Mrs. Uasbrouck 
waited on customers. She was tall, thin, and dark, and always 
laced up in stays. She always carried a great bunch of keys 
by her side, and held all her conversation with her servants in 
Dutch. The old Head Quarters house had a post and rail fence 
around it, and an orchard on the west and south side. A large 
barn and monstrous hay-barracks stood south-west of the house. 
The Life Guard used to parade in the door-yard west of the 
house. They were a line body of men — every one six feet or 
over in height. 

** Wolvert Acker was a very prominent man. lie was a large, 
dark complexioned man, and spoke with a Dutch accent. He 
was a zealous whig, and, together with John Simpson and Brom 
Johnson, was noted for hunting tories. The boys had a song 
commencing — 

*-r.HUiw Brrtin Juhiison ride« up and down, 
Bringing the poor tories to Xewburgh town." 

"Major Isaac Belknap was a staunch whig, and was one of 
those who entered into the-agreement not to use goods of British 
manufacture. He was a generous, open-hearted man, hasty in 
a flash to resent an insult, and as quick to do a kind act. 1 
remember an anecdote that illustrates the Major's disposition. 
It was the custom for the people during the winter to take turns 
in breaking the roads after a heavy fall of snow. On one 
occasion, while the Major was thus engaged, Joseph Albertson 
came along and the Major reminded him that it was his turn to 
work the road. Albertson replied very deliberately, "Major — 
you — lie" — a blow from the ^[ajor laid him tioundering in the 
snow, but on r(»gaining his feet he completed the sentence, 
*'under — a — mistake." 'I am very sorry I struck you," said the 
Major, extending his hand, ''but you must learn to put your 
words closer together.*' 

"Major Pettingale, the pro^jrietor of Petti ngale's landing and 
of a farm adjoining, was one of the officers who took leave of 
Washington at Fraunce's tavern in New York. He was a 
Massachusetts man, large and rather fine looking, very jocose 
and pleasant, but, like many of our officers, army life had injured 
his habits. He lived where the old Poor-house now stands, and 
died there. His son sold the farm to William Seymour. His 
wife was a very amiable woman, small in person, fair complexion 
and blue eyes, and looked too delicate to bear the fatigue of 
camp life, which she did with her children during the war. 
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I They had threo huiih, Jonepli, lloiiry tfiid Fry, and tliree dau^hter8. 

One of the daughtern married Col. Price, who had charge of 

West Pt»int at the time. The other two married Thomas CarK- 

caden as his first and second wife. 

' *'Mr. Ward — the first and only one at' that name that owned 

I aiiy filebe land, except his sons, to my knowledge — lived and 

I died in the hollow, now nn the lands of J. J. Monell. 1 have 

j already sjiokcn of the Ward house. He left four children, two 

sons and two daughters. One of his daughters married a Mr. 

Whitehead, of Marlborough, and the other married Doct. Morrison. 

The sons, William and Jerry, died bachelors. They moved from 

the hollow into a house on LiU^rty street, where they lived when 

I first knew them. They wen? quite old men then, and I think 

tliey were both over eighty at the time of their death. — 

Afiairs did not |)ros}>er with them in their old age — by some 

means they lost all their |)roperty. They were kind and easy in 

their disposition. Jerry was fortunate enough to die at home. 

I William lived alone about three years atter Jerry's death, and 

I then had a ro(mi at Weigand's tavern where he died. They were 

in all probability the children of William Ward, Jr., although I 

I never knew their father's name. Doct. Morrison had three 

I children, two daughters and one son. One of his daughters 

' married a shii^caipenter named Bradley and lived here — the other 

I married a Mr. Hawkins and removed to Ballston. His son, Hugh. 

I was a physician. 

I "Col. Bowman was one of the first lawyers who settled here. 

I He had been a colonel in the army during the war. In person 

' he was short and rather corpulent, large head and face, and a 

1 mouthful of teeth as black as ebony. He always wore a cocked 

hat. He was a man of fine talents and gentlemanly manners; 

but was very intemperate during the last years of his life. His 

principal com[>etitor was Mr. Sleight, and afterwards Judge Fisk. 

i Bowman's only child, Mary, married Ben. Anderson, a lawyer 

I but a worthless fell.ow. 

"The first tailor that had work done at his shop or house, was 
j Mr. Coo[»er, father of Gilbert Cooper, and grand-father of Mrs. 

Stephen Hyatt. He removed from New York, at the close of the 
I war, and took up his residence in High street. We had tailors 

I before his time, but, like the shoemakers, they used to whip the 

1 cat around the country — that is, they traveled from one house to 

I another as their services might be required. Mr. June was our 

first fashionable tailor. A lawyer friend of Col. Bowman's lost 
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some buttoiiB from his vest and asked him where he should go 
to get them put on. "Go down street," said Bowman, "and the 
first man you meet that looks like a gentleman and wears a 
cocked hat, ask him and he will do it for you." He referred to 
Mr. June, who was exceedingly neat and fashionable in his dress. 

George Gardner was a blacksmith by trade, and a man of no 
little force of character. He married a widow Wyatt. They 
had three children — two sons and a daughter. William married 
a sister of Capt. Henry Robinson. The other sou (I forget his 
name) married a Miss Crissey. The daughter married Doct. 
Smith, and, after his death. Rev. Dr. Luther Halsey. 

"Edward Howell kept the first tavern where the Orange Hotel 
now stands. It was a frame building, two stories high and had a 
side entrance by stairs on Third street. Benjamin Case kept a 
tavern on the south-east corner of Water and Fourth streets. 
Benj. Case, Jr., I believe, built the brick building now standing 
there. The Mansion House was the next principal hotel. 

"In regard to the Balm of Gilead tree, my own observation 
confirms the statement given by Isaac Demott, in Eager's Orange 
County, page 200. Mr. Demott says that "the tree grew there 
naturally — that when it had grown large enough for a rail, he 
cut it down and used it for that purpose — that it sprouted from 
the root and he let it grow." Mr. Demott owned the place on 
which the tree stands, and hence would know more about it 
than any one else. I first saw the tree when I was between 
eight and nine years of age, which is seventy-six years ago. 
The trunk then was six or eight inches in diameter, and the top 
large and spreading. I remember the tree, and visited it often, 
as there was considerable talk then about its medicinal virtues. 

"I might give you some more information, perhaps, if I knew 
just what you wanted, but my memory is failing me and the past 
comes back slowly. It seems but a little while ago since our 
village was almost nothing, and I can hardly realize that it is the 
same place where I played when a boy. I am sorry that your 
History was not commenced while there were more of our old 
citizens living, that you might have had the benefit of their 
conversation ; but you are doing the work well, and I wish you 
ample success. Yours, &c., 

JAMES DONNELLY." 



I CHAPTER III. 

I VILLAGK OK XEWBUR6H — AMKXDF.l) GLEBE CHARTER — WAR OF 1812^ 

I PUBLIC ENTERPRISES GENERAL PROGRESS. 

I 1800—1859. 

"A lew yean circle by. The taliiuiiau 
I Of toil has waved above this forest scene— 

I : Rich meadows, spotted with dense waving wood:*. 

> tlUope to the son-lit sorlkoe of the stream 

Whose plashings mingle with the viUsge din. 

Where glitter walls and closter roolk of men , 

With terraced gardens, leaning to the wave. 

Religion rearing spires, and T<eaming domes 

To the bright skies that aivh this Eden spoL*' 

Struct. 

At the opening of the present century, the village of Newbnrgli 
had increased in population to an extent sufficient to demand a 
municipal organization for the better regulation of its internal 
affairs. In response to an application for that purpose, the 
Legislature passed, on the 25th of March, 1800, an act of 
incorporation, defining the bounds of the village and authorizing 
the election of trustees and other officers. The act further 
provided that the trustees should have power to make, ordain 
and publish such by-laws, rules and regulations as should be 
deemed meet and proper, particularly in reference to public 
markets, streets, alleys and highways; to abate slaughter-houses 
and nuisances generally; to determine the number of inns or 
taverns, and grant licenses to the same; to restrain the running 
at large of geese, cattle, hogs and other animals; to erect and 
regulate hay-scales, and to have general powers ''relative to 
anything whatsoever" that should concern the ''public and good 
government" of the village thereby created.* 

This act took immediate effect, and on the first Tuesday in 
May after its passage, seven trustees, three assessors, three 
fire-wardens, a collector, and a treasurer, were elected; and 
the board of trustees organized under the presidency of 
John Anderson. The immediate duties devolving upon them 
were comparatively light, and beyond the erection of a public 

* Kewborgh was the second incorponted village in the state. The village of Lan* 
ningborgfa was the flnt. 
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market uiid tlio leui^iii^* ol' the tstalln, the partial fj^radiui^ of 
Water street, and the adoption of* a tew j^-eneral reprulations, 
very little was done.* 

Immediately after the incorporation of the villa«;:e, an act 
was passed (March 2U, 1801.) constitnting* and apfminting 
Uobert Bowne, John DeWint, William Seymour, Levi Dod^e, 
Johannes Miller, Ilujj^h Walsh, (»eor|;-e Clinton, Jr., Jacob Powell, 
John McAuley, Charles Clinton, William W. Sackett, (jCorp:e 
Ciardner, and all such others as should associate for that purpose, 
a body corporate and politic by the name of **The President, 
Directors and Company of the Xewburgh and Cochecton Turn- 
pike Road," with a capital of $125,000, for the construction of a 
road from Xewburgh to the Delaware river. The stock was 
soon taken and the road constructed. In its effect upon the 
prosperity of the village, this act was of far greater importance 
even than that of municipal organization, as it opened an avenue 
of trade extending for many miles into the interior, and connected 
the southern tier of counties with the city of New York, via 
Xewburgh. 

Meanwhile the alfairs of the Glebe demanded attention. The 
trustees under the charter were acting, in a measure, in deliance 
of its provisions by denying to the church any participation in the 
revenues, and by appropriating the whole income to the supi>ort 
of schools. To remove the legal disabilities under which the 
trustees labored, the Legislature passed, in 1803, *'an act toalt^r 
and amend the charter of the Glebe lands in the German patent, 
in the village of Xewburgh,'^ by the terms of which the inhabi- 
tants residing on the patent were empowered to elect, on the 
second Tuesday in May, annually, three persons to '^officiate as 
trustees of the aforesaid Glebe." The act also ordered, that the 
monies arising from the annual income should forever thereafter 
be approprated solely to the support of schools, that $200 should 
be paid annually to the trustees of the Academy, and that the 
remainder of the income should be paid to other schools which 
were then, or should be thereafter, established on said Glebe: 
''Provided," that if at any time thereafter, "a minister of the 
Episcopal church should be inducted on said patent," then the 
trustees should have power to "pay annually for the support of 

*Tne records of the trubteen, from tho patigage of the act of incoiiK>ratiou until the 
aunnal election in 1804, have been lost. Wc gather the facts stated from a report of the 
receipts and expenditures for the years 1801-2, signed by John Anderson, president. In 
1S03, Jacob Powell was president of the board; and, in 1804, George MoncII. A \M> of 
the officers of the villaire will be given in n suliseqnent chapter. 
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i 

said minister'* hucIi proportion of the nionicK as aliould be i 

"reaBonable, according to the trne intent and meaning of the 
charter.'* Under this act, an election was held at the Iiourc of , 

Edward Howell, (May 10, 1803,) when Daniel Smith, AVilliam H. 
Smith and John Harris were chosen trustees. 

Thus the matter remained until 1805, when the memlwrs of 
the Episcopal church determined, if possible, to regain possession ' 

of the income of the Glebe, and to re-i^stablish the provisions of | 

the old charter. With a view to accomplish this, the bishop 
appointed the Kev. Cave Jones agent for the church, and Messrs. \ 

Jonathan Fisk and Walter Case were (»mployed as counsel. To j 

allay public excitement, a card was issued by the agent and the '. 

counsel for the church, in which they pledged themselves that i 

in case the church should succeed in establishing her claim j 

to the Glebe, the income therefrom should be appropriated 
according to the true intent and meaning of the charter for the i 

support of a free school for the children of the poor residing on 
the patent; and that in renewing the leases, all things should hv I 

made ^'commodious and agreeable to the parties concerned." * ! 

To this card was appended a call for a meeting of the male 

*'*Tothe InhabitanU of the German Patent : — Tn order to satisfv the public minil 
with regard to the appropriation of the propert}', in caflc the charch "be raccemful in iYiv 
ftitabliwment of her ciaiui to the Glelic, in the Un\ n of Xewbnrgh— We, the undersigne^l . 
make the following Declaration, for the wmpnloui) and religioufl fulfilment of which, wo ' 

Holemnly pledge oursielves, as far us Providential circumstances will permit— 

1. The proceedH 8hall be applied according to the true intent and meaning of the ' 
irharter, to the establishment and mipiwrt of an Epimopal church in the town of Xew- > 
iMirgh, and of a n'gular clerg>'man for the same, Miiiject to the dinciplinc of the Protestant i 
Kpifloopal chnrch in the State of Xew York, and in the United States— the flaid clergy- 
man to receive such a proportion of the income of the ))roi>erty, aft. acconling to the 

tme intent and object of the charter, the TniBtcea shall ai>point and Htipulate. 

2. I'roviaion shall be mode for an instructor of youth, aci'onling to the true intent and 
Mpirit of the charter, who shall be subicct to the directions and discipline of the said church . 
and for whom an appropriation shall be made in like manner, by the Trustees aforesaid. 

3. The Academy shall be put under such regulations, subject *to the authority of the 
>«id church in Xewbnrgh, in conjunction with the bishop and convocation of the clergy*, 
as shall promise l^est to promote the literary advantage of the town of Xcwburgh afore- 
said, ana of the state at large. 

4. Afl sooo as the income from the property shall be found sufficient, provision shall 
lie made, by the Trustees, for the support of 'a free school, for the children of thewKir 
residing on the Patent, at the discretion of the Tmstees, according to the spirit of the 
charter, which school shall be confined to a certain iiniiil)er, to »»e enlarged, however. i 
from time to time, as the funds will permit. i 

:*, The Trustees shall appoint a Trea.««uix*r and Collector in one iierson, Vho may Ik* i 

one of themselves; who siuill be allowed a reasonable per centum, to lie fixwl by the 
Vestiy in session; and the Tnistees shall regularly ivnder every year to the Vestry in 
their corporate capacity, an account of the pnnWds and expemli'tures; which acc4)unt 
shall not be allowed asjust, unless audited and iiasscfl by the Vestr}'. or by a committor 
of their appointment. 

6. In oraer to make all things commodious and agreeable to all jNirties concerned, the 
leases, if renewable, shall l)c renewed on reasonable terms, on the three hundred acres, 
according to the true intent and meaning of the charter, and in all cases the present , 

lease-holdere shall be first considered, and then* convenience shall in all iwints ite pro- 
moted: excepting only where it shall be made to ap|>earthat the said lease-holders have 
made the property an object of s])ecnlation, to the ui^tist disadvantage of the church. 

In tertimouy of onr religions dotormination to carry- the alwve Orclaration into i 
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inhabitants of the patent, who were members of the Episcopal 
church and entitled to vote at other elections, to be held at the 
old Episcopal church building, on Monday, November 4th, for the 
purpose of choosing "two Trustees of the Parish of Newburgh, 
according to the true intent and meaning of the charter granting 
the Glebe on the said Patent." * 

The meeting was held — the votes offered by those who were 
not members of the Episcopal church were rejected— eleven votes 
only were received, and Jonathan Fisk and Joseph Hoffman 
were chosen trustees. Tliey then proceeded to re-organize the 
church, by the election of wardens and vestrymen, so that it 
might be in a proper position to maintain its authority by an 
appeal to the courts. 

For the purpose of determining the legality of the law of 1803, 
an action of ejectment was immediately brought by the church 
against Michael Nestle, who held a portion of the Glebe by virtue 
of a lease from the trustees elected pursuant to that act. The 
cause was tried November 26th, 1806, at the Orange Circuit Court, 
before Mr. Justice Tompkins, and the church was non-suited. 
At the succeeding term, a motion was made to set aside iho 
non-suit, and argument was heard before Justices Van Ness and 
Spencer. Mr. Fisk, on the part of the church, held, that the 
original intention in granting the Patent evidently was, that 
members of the Episcopal church alone should be permitted to 
vote at elections for trustees, and that to deny this position 
would be to defeat the intention of the charter. The act of 1803, 
he held, was void, as the Legislature had no power to divest the 
church of any rights vested by the charter in the original 
grantees of the GIel)e. J. Radcliff and T. A. Emmet, on the part 
of the trustees under the act of 1803, held, that the original 
charter was to "German Lutherans. On their removal from the 
tract, the remaining inhabitants being of the church of England 
or Episcopalians, met together, elected trustees, surrenderinl 
the original patent and obtained a new charter to them and their 

complete ftilfilment, in all points in good faith, according to the best of oar abilities : 
We nave hereunto affixed our hands and seals, in Newborgh, this Slst dav of October, 
in the year of oar Lord, 1805. CAVE JONES, Agent for the Charch, 

W.^ASE, f ^^^* ^^^ *^« ^^«"^^- ^^^^""^ ^^ ^"^ ^^''^' 

* "Notice.— All the male inhabitants, above the age of twentjrK>ne years, residing on 
the tract of land known by the name of the German Patent, and who belong to the 
Protestant Episcopal charch, are desired to give their attendance, at the old Episcopal 
charch in the village of Newburgh, on Monday the 4th day of November next, at 13 
o^clock at noon, in order to choosis two Trustees of the Parish of Newbargh, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the charter granting the Glebe on the said Patent. 
October 31, 1805.'' 
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successors. If none but persons of the same religious denomi- 
nation with those named in the original grant had a right to 
vote, then the Episcopalians, in 1750, had no right to elect 
trustees"; that there was as *'much ground to object to the 
charter of 1762, under which the plaintiff claims, as to the act of 
1803, under which the defendant holds"; and that the Episcopa- 
lians, in 1750, acted in the same manner towards the Lutherans, 
as the Presbyterians, in 1803, acted towards the Episcopalians." 

But while in the argument of counsel the case was made to 
depend entirely upon the question of the right of the inhabitants 
of the Patent, irrespective of church membership, to vote at 
elections for trustees, the point raised was not decided by the 
court. In his opinion, Mr. Justice Van Ness avoided the issue 
presented, for the avowed purpose of leaving the matter open to 
a compromise; but held that the trustees elected under the act 
of 1803, were the trustees defado^ and were hence clothed with 
competent authority to grant the lease to Nestle, and that a 
new trial ought to be denied.'*' 

Mr. Justice Spencer, however, met the question presented, and 

* **yAN Nkm, J. On the argament. serenl nice and delicate qoestiona were raised 
for oar decMon. The property in dlapnte is nnderstood to be valuable, and being 
appropriated for religious and other beneficial public punxwes, it is desirable that a 
compromise should be eftected between the parties, upon principles of mutual concession 
whereby the ends of the orighial grant may. in some wsy, be attained. My opinion will 
leave the door to compromise open, and if the parties shall not avail themselves of this 
opportunity to adjust the controversy by amic^e arrangement among themselves, they 
must abide the consequences of such decisions as the court shall, in the course of future 
litintion, feel itself bound to pronounce. 

The lesson of the plaintiff fDund their right to a recovery, upon the legality and 
\'alidity of the election of trustees, in November. 1805, conducted, as they contend, in 
ounfonnity to the original charter. They deny the riffht of the legislature to make the 
law of 1803; but even conceding that the legfalature had the right, they allege that the 
law was obtained by fhiud and misrepresentation, and ought therefore, to be avoided. | 

The defendant denies the legality of the election of 1805, inasmuch as episcopalians, 
exclusively, were permitted to vote thereat But, admitting that the charter gave to | 

episcopalians only the right to vote, he says, that the act of 1803 has altered and modified i 

the charter, and that he derives his possession fh>m trustees chosen pursuant to that act ' 

The trustees of the parish of Newburgh are a body corporate, and it is taken for | 

granted, on aU hands, that the title to the land hi controveray is vested in that corpora- 
tion, or those claiming under it And, in view of the sul^fect, the only question pre- 
sented by the case is, who are the memben composing this corporation. | 

To determine that question, the counsel on both sides have proceeded on the idea, that 
a decision as to the validity of one or both of the election of trustees, is necessarily ! 

involved. I think differently. The Question in this action is not who are the trustees | 

dtjurt, but who are the trustees de facto. As long as the conflicting claims of these 
different sets of trustees, both elected under color of right, to the exercise of the corpo- 
rate rights, remain undetermtaied, so long the possession held under either ought not to 
be disturbed. I am satisfied, that in the present suit these cUims cannot be tned. If an 
inquiry taito the qualifications of the persons who were permitted to vote at the election 
of 1805 , can be made, the same inquiry is equally proper, as to the qualification of those I 

who voted at the election of 1803. In fitct, the regularity of every part of the elections • I 
would be open to investigation. This would be, not only an unprecedented mode of ! 

prooeediiig, but contrary, in my opinion, to known and well-settled rules. I 

The defendant is hi possession, iPMier M« Iruttoet e/erferf pMrstiaiU lo (Ae orf <tf 1803. | 

I intend, that he is in possession under a lease, sealed with the corporate seal; and thiif^ ■ 

trasteea,as it respects this portion, at least, of the lands belonging to the corporation, 
must be regarded as the trustees defarto. They were elected b^ort the other wt of 
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held, that "the right of election" was ^'expressly given by the 
charter, to all male inhabitants of the German patent who were 
above the age of twenty-one years"; and that, "the plaintiff 
having failed to show any title,-' the defendant conld not l>o 
disturbed in his possession.* 

Although not regarded as a decision on the merits <»f the caw. 
these opinions destroyed all hopeofre-establishhig the jurisdiction 



trasteee, under an existing law of the legialatdre, and until tliey arc otuited, the conrt i«4 
honnd to protect the poaseasion of their tenant. 

The ODly way in which the legality and regularity of those electionfi can be settled, in 
by informatum, in the nature of quo warranto^ under our statute. This is the appro- 
priate remedy, in all cases of contested corporation elections; and either of the present 
parties may resort to it, to have their rights fully investigated and finally detennmed. 

Until it shall have been determined by this mode of proceeding. Tho are the rightftal 
and legitimate representatives of the corporation, I shall be unwilling to disturb the 
possessions of cither of the parties. My opinion, accordingly, is, that a new trial ought 
to )ie denied. 

* "Sfenceb, J. The plaintiff having been non-suited at the trial, it becomes a que^. 
tion, whether a title has been deduced under either of the demises. The first demise is 
from the religions incorporation, formed under the statute, on the 4th November, 1805, 
and their title is supposed to have commenced, at the time of the incorporation, and to 
extend to such real estate, as the original trustees, Golden and Albertson, held under 
the grant of the 26th March, 175*2. Upon the principles of the common law, this reli- 
gious incorporation could take such property only, as liad been granted to it, by \U 
corporate style, and not being in esset when the flnt grant was miuie, it could not ac- 
qnire any interest by relation. If, therefore, it beeame invested with any property in thi' 
lands granted to Coldcn and Albertsou, it can only be under the provisions of the gene- 
ral statute. To acquire a title by that statnte, it is necessary that the grant should have 
Ijeen to the corporation, to tho congregation, or society, or to Colden and Albertson for 
their use. By a reference to the charter, it i^ill be seen that although Colden and Al- 
l)ertson were "trustees, they were not trustees exclusively for the benefit of that society, 
but for the benefit of a minister of the church of ICngland, and a sclio6l-master, in the 
proportion which the trustees shall think meet and convenient; so that the trustees had 
a discretionary control over the fimd, tho profits uf which they could distribute as they 
thought proper. It appears to me, that under the cliarter. therefore, it cannot be con- 
tended, tnat the corporation acquired any legal interest in the land itself, they not being 
ceitui qu£ tru$t», for the entirety, nor for any definite portion of it. 

The second and third demises involve the same question, except so for as respects 
(^ave Jones, and that is, whether the election of November, 1805, was a valid election 
and conferred on the lessors the legal estate to the lands in controversy. The case states, 
that a large migority of the inhabitants of the German {Mitent, who assembled to vote, 
were not episcopalians, and for this reason only their votes were refused, and that none 
but episcopalians, who did not conijKtst^ one-tenth part of the inhabitants, were allowe<l 
to vote at that election. ITie right of election U expressly given, by tlie charter, to all 
male inhabitants of the German patent, who are aliovc the age of tiienty-one years. The 
trustees, when elected, have the disposal of the revenues of the glebe, and are to dki- 
tribute them, as they think mee,t iK>twecn the minister and school-master; the minister 
U required, by the charter, to be of the church of EngUnd,and has the care of souls of 
all the inhabitants on the patent, whilst the school-master may be of any religious de- 
nomination, and it iM his duty to instnict the children of all the inhabitants. 

From this statement, it would seem to me, most conclusively, that no conrt of law, 
calle<1 upon to pronounce, not to make tho law, can hesitate in saying, that all the in- 
habitants of the German ])atent have an important right secured to them by the charter, 
of electing trustees, to make, not only the selection of a school-master, Irat to decide on 
his salar}'. Of this right, they ought not to be deprived, from a supposed inconsistency 
that persons of various religions may,undcr the wonls of the charter, interfere in the choice 
of an episcopal clergyman, or may be averse to the cmplojinent of one of that order. 

It must have l)ecn foreseen, when the charter was grunted, that there would be persons 
ot different modes of religious worship on the (tennan patent; yet, still, they were to be 
admitted to a participation in the elections. It cannot lie requisite to advert to other parts 
of the charter to enforce the propriety of the opinion 1 have formed; if it was necessary, my 
opinion would receive additional force from that part of the charter which enables the 
trustees to hold foirs, in which, as well as in the choice of a school- master, all the inhabi- 
tants have a vested interest, by the charterand, con<«e«jnently cannot, and ought not, to ht* 
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of the church over the income of the Glebe, and further proceed- 
ings were stayed. 

The records of the trus^tees of the village contain many proofs 
that they were not neglectful of the duties devolved upon them by 
the charter. In 1804, a public meeting was called by them for the 
purpose of adopting a plan for supplying the village with water; 
and during the same year a night-watch was organized. In 1806, 
I public hay-scales were erected; and several improvements made 

in the streets. Private enterprise, too, began to yield its fruits 
Turnpikes were opened in different directions,* thus increasing 
the commercial facilities of the town; and the Bank of Newburgh 
was established in 1811. The results of these, and kindred 
enterprises, are forcibly illustrated in the fact that, from the 
overwhelming indebtedness, which rested like an incubus on the 
town at the close of the war of Independence, in thirty years it 
had attained such a position of wealth that it paid one-fourth of 
the tax of the entire county. 

But while the citizens of Newburgh were thus engaged in 
these various enterprises, the cloud of war again darkened the 
national horizon. The stirring up of the Indian tribes to the 
commission of hostilities, and the impressment of American sea- 
men, were followed, on the part of England, by the famous Orders 
in Council, which declared that all American vessels going to and 
from the ports of France and her allies, without first touching 
at or clearing from an English port, should be considered lawful 
prizes. These Orders provoked the Berlin and Milan Decrees, 
on the part of France, by which all vessels that had touched 
at an English port, or submitted to be searched by an English 
cruizer, were pronounced to be the property of France; while 

deprived of the right of choofiing their trustees, od the propriety and fidelity of whose 
condact their rights, in a great measure, depend. 

With respect to the demiK fh)ni Cave Jones, there is no pretence to say, that he 
acquired any legal title to any portion of the lands, under his induction and settlement 
The only claim he had, was to such part of the revenue of the glebe as the trustees 
thought proper to give him. 

The plaintiff having fUled to show anv title, the defendant cannot be disturbed in his 
possesion. This view of the case renders it unnecessary to consider the objections 
raised to the^tct of the 6th April, 1803. My attention has not been particularly directed 
to the consideration, whether the legality of the election of trustees can be tried in this 
collateral way, inasmuch as both parties have considered the validity of the election of 
' November, 1805, fairiy betore the court, without any ok^ection to the manner in which 
it has been presented. In my opinion, the non-suit ought to be confirmed; and that, 
consequently, the plaintiff must take nothing by his motion.*^ 

The case may be found at length in 3 John. Bep. 115, and also in Eager's Orange 
County, 112, Ac. 

* In 1808, the Newburjj^h and New Windsor turnpike was chartered, connecting at 
New Windsor with turnpikes to ComwaU and Monroe. In 1810, the Newburgh and 



Sullivan turnpike penetrated the heart of the present county of Sullivan; and, in 1812, 

the Newburgh and PlattekiU ti 

ral section of southern Ulster. 



the Newburgn and PlattekiU turnpike opened to the Newburgh market a rich agricultn- 
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British goods, wherever found, were made subject to seizure and 
confiscation. 

Under such circumstances the American government could not 
remain inactive, or allow its commerce to be ruled or ruined by 
the policy or the pride of Britain or of France. Accordingly in 
December, 1809, Congress resolved to retaliate by laying an 
embargo upon all American vessels and merchandize. This 
embargo prohibited American vessels from sailing from foreign 
ports, and all foreign ships from carrying away American cargoes; 
and its effect was suddenly to suspend commerce, to expose- 
thousands of merchants to the risk of bankruptcy, and to check at 
once the flow of produce from the interior to the s^a-board — results 
which were severely felt by the people and which tried their 
patriotism to the utmost. 

But while these measures — so disastrous to our trade in all its 
branches, and which issued in the Second War of Independence 
with England — were in progress, the citizens of Newburgh never 
wavered in their devotion to their country. From first to last, by 
resolutions passed in conventions, by the expression of their 
sentiments through the ballot-box, by the prompt offer of volun- 
teers and by the contribution of men to actual service, they 
evinced their unflinching purpose to resist the "attacks of domes- 
tic enemies, and the insolent aggressions of foreign powers." 

The first formal manifestation of the sentiments of the people 
of Newburgh occurred in 1807, when the local militia tendered 
their services to the Governor of the state, as volunteers.* 
This was followed by the overwhelming defeat of tlie Federal 
party, which was supposed to have some English sympathies, at 
the election in 1808. In March, 1809, the Republicans held a 
county convention at Goshen, preparatory to the State election 
— Gen. Ilathorn, chairman, and Jonathan Fisk, Esq., Col, John 
Nicholson, Gen. Reuben Hopkins, Capt. Josiah Brown, and Judge 
White, committee on resolutions — and resolved, "That we view 
the laying of an Embargo as a wise and patriotic measure, 
imperiously demanded by the exposed condition of our seamen, 
shipping and trade, to the audacious outrages of foreign powers 
— that it has saved thousands of our seamen from imprisonment 
and slavery, and millions of property of our countrymen from 
capture and confiscation." 

This convention was followed by another representing the 

* Reference te made to the "Republican Blues," a company of Light Infantry, com- 
manded by Alex. Denniston. 
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I 

Federal party — Daniel Niven, chairman, and John Barber, Alex. 

R. Thompson, Alanson Austin, John Bradner, G. X. Phillips, John 
I Morrison, John Duer,- Samuel Sayer, Jonas Storey, Solomon 

Slcij^^ht, John Decker and Samuel B. Stickney, committee on 
; resolutions — which resolved, "That the act for enl'orcinp^ the 

Embarp), passed January 9tli, 1809, in our deliberate opinion, 

is unjust,' illeg'al and o})pres8ive — subversive of the rights and 
, dangerous to the liberties of the people/' 

I The issue was thus fairly joined, and the electors of Newburgh 

I responded by a vote of three hundred and twenty-seven for the 

j Republican, and one hundred and twenty-one for the Federal 

' , candidates. When war was declared, the i)eople of Newburgh 

I [ approved the act, holding it to be "just and necessary to redress 

I ' oar grievances and avenge our violated rights;'* and this position 

I they continued to maintain until peace was restored?* 

I Soon after the declaration of war, the local military companies 

I 

' ♦ At a meeting of the citizens of Newburgh, held at Famam's tavern, Nov. 16, 1812, 

Isaac Belknap, Jr., was chcnen chairmair, and Ward M. Gazlay, secretar}'. After some 
desultory debate, the following gentlemen, viz: Hezekiah Belknap, Selah Reeve, Joseph 
I Morrell, Isaac Belknap, Jr., and Daniel Smith, were named as a committee to form and 

report proper matter for adoption; and, for the pnrpose of receiving such report, the 
meeting was acyoumed to the li)th. At the acUounied meeting, the committee reported an 
address and resolutions which were unauimoosly adopted. The resolutions were as follows: 
I , RtBolvtd, That we consider the war in which we are engaged, to be founded on as 

Just cause as ever existed between nation and nation. That its honorable termination 
' can be effected only by a vigorous prosecution: this the nation expects, and this the 

I ; nation will have; and when congress and the people shall have equalled the president in 

the di^harge of their duty, the enemy must begin to feel that our terms are admissible. 
i Reaoivedf That our confidence in the president remains imdiminished; h\A each suc- 

- cessive act gives additional splendor to his character, and affords new proof of his 

I devotednesfl to his country's cause. His late communication to congress bes])cak8 a 

mildness of character that sighs for peace, whilst it displays a nobleness of soul that 
, ' would spurn a dishonorable one. It will elevate him upon the proud column of the con- 

fidence of the nation, far above the reach of the cshunny of the British party, that Uie 
j war U in obedience to French dictation. 

Reaolved, That the conditional repeal of the British orders in council . whilst it partially 
i - removes one of the causes of the war, demonstrates the ultimate efficiency of our re- 

I strictive system, and points out to the statesman the vulnerable point of the enemv. 

I Reiolvedf That should any of the christian commanders of his majesty's fhgates 

. ■ approach our sea ports and lav them in ashes, it would be constitutional for the gover- 

nor, if he were Strong, to order out the forces of the state to repel the pious enemy 
after he was gone. 

Re»oloed, That if congress, contrary to the recommendation of the president, has 

neglected iy place the country in that "armour and attitude of defence wluch the nation 

expects-' before they declared war, it is more wise, more honorable, aad more to our in- 

I terest to redeem the fault by redoubling our exertions, than to seize upon the oc<^ision 

to distract and divide for party sake, or to withdraw our aid, that calamity may be 

' doubly sure. 

j Resolved f That the pure and disinterested patriotism of the five companies of volun- 

teers, and four companies of enlisted regulars, besides three companies now on duty at 
I ' Staten Island, that nave stepped forth ftn>m this county at their country's call, deserves 

' the praises of the patriot and will receive the plaudits of the nation. Orange can act 

i a<} well as resolve. 

' Resolved, That Daniel D. Tompkins, governor of this state, for his independence and 

I patriotic efforts in aiding and supporting the government of our country, for the able 

, ' and indefatigable discharge of the important trust reposed in him, of drawi.ig forth and 

! disposing of the militia to protect the frontier and maritime {Mrts of the state, merits 

onr highest esteem and gratitude; the malignity of his enemies to the contrary not* 
! withftanding.— PoUtiea/ Index, 
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were ordered on duty and stationed at Staten Island;* and, at a 
later period, Newburgh was temporarily made the rendezvous of 
the companies of Grenadiers, Light Infantry and Riflemen of the 
34th Brigade.f 

Among the many facts which showed the temper of the 
people of Newburgh during the war, we notice the contribution 
of clothing, by the ladies of tlie village, to the volunteers in 
service on the northern frontiers ; J the detestation expressed, on 
all public occasions, of those who sympathized with the common 
enem}', or who esteemed the blessing of peace paramount to 
national honor; § and the very spirited celebration of Perry's 
victory on Lake Erie. On the latter occasion, the trustees of 
the village, acted with a committee of citizens, viz: Solomon i 

♦ The comimjiv of Artillery under the command of Capt Henry Batterworth, and the , 

uniform companies of Light infantry under the command of Captains Alexander Den* ! 

niston and Charles Birdsall, of this town, have been ordered by nis excellency the Crov- 
emor, to be in readiness to march to New York on the 15th iDgL—huUx^ Aug. 11, 1812. 

t General Orders— Albany, Sept 1 , 1813 — The companies of Grenadiers, Light 
In&ntry and Riflemen of the 34th Brigade, will rendezvous for service at Newburgh, on 
the 8th September Inst., at ten o'clock in the forenoon. ♦ ♦ 

X "Newburgh, Dec. 5, 1812. 

"Sir: Accompanying this, your Excellency will And a package of two hundred and 
eighty woolen stockings and eighty mittens. They are forwarded to vou by the Ladies 
of this village, with the request tliat you will send to those of the Volunteer corps now 
on duty on our northern frontiers whom yonr excellency may suppose to be most in 
want of them. The unremitting attention which has marked your excellency's conduct 
since the declaration of war, towards the protection of our northern ftontler and mara- 
Ume coast, and your constant endeavor to alleviate the situation of our fellow-citizens 
who are in the military service, will, I hope, sufficiently apologize for troubling you with 
the disposition of this small tribute of respect to those brave and patriotic defenders of 
their country's rights, 

With considerations of much respect, and esteem, I am yours, sincerely, 

W.ROSS. 

Hit Exeeliency, Gov. Tompkins. 

Albany, Dec. 9th, 1812. 

Gentlemen : I have forwarded to the militia of this State remaining in service on the 
Champlain station, the following quantity of woolen stockings, socks and mittens, 
presented to them by the amiable and benevolent ladies of Hudson and Newburgh. 

674 socks, 100 stockings, and 40 mittens, by the ladies of the city of Hudson, 280 
stockings and 80 mittens by the ladies of the Village of Newburgh. 

Our faithful and patriotic fellow citizens who are engaged in the arduous duty of 
protecting the exposed inhabitants of the northern frontier, took the field in a mild 
season, without a competent supply of warm clothing for a winter campaign. Their 
wants and suflTeringH will be greatly alleviated by the seasonable donation of the ladies 
of Hudson and Newburgh. 

Besides the comfort in point of clothing which the militia on duty will derive from 
this example of female tenderness and generosity, it evinces an approbation of their 
conduct and a mindfulness of their services which will cheer and support them under 
fatigues and hardships, and will animate others to emulate their courage and constancy. 

As the articles came to this place under your direction, I take the liberty, in behalf of 
our brethren in arms of desiring you to tender to the fair donors, a respectful acknowl- 
edgment of their bounty, and an assurance that it will be recollected with gratitude and 
affection. 

I have the honor to Ixj, gentlemen, with great respect und esteem, your obedient 
servant, DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 

John Hathaway, Esq., Hudson, and William Ross, Esq., Newburgh." 

§ One of the resolutions adopted in 1813, is as follows: *'Re»olved. That we consider 
the tories of the present war as having a much better title to the halter than the tories 
of the revolution, because they have had a longer time to get weaned from their un- 
natural mother." 
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Sleight, William Ross, Isaac Belknap, Jr., John S. Hunn, John 
Anderson, John MandeviU, Seth Belknap, John W. Morrell, 
Joseph Reeve and Hezekiah Belknap. The national flag was 
displayed in all public places in the village and from the masts 
of the vessels lying in the harbor; there was a public collation 
and sundry patriotic toasts at the Newburgh Coffee House, and 
a procession and a very general illumination in the evening. 
These arrangements were entered into heartily by all classes of 
citizens, and the exercises on the occasion were long held in 
remembrance.* 

The general appearance of the village has almost entirely 
changed since the war of 1812. The old wooden buildings 
where the Orange Hotel now stands, and those on the same side 
of Water street as far south as the old stand of Joseph Hoffman, 
which was the last to fall before the march of improvement,f 
were removed to give place to the present structures; while 
fires swept off those on the east side of Water street, from 
Third street south to the middle of the block, and from First 

• The Political Index of September 30, 1813, contains a lengthy accoont of this 
celebration. "Never " sajrs that paper, "did each aniversal Joy pervade the breasts of 
American citizens, as has been manifested on a recent occasion; and never has that joy 
been more distinctlv, nneqoivocally and oniversallv expressed by the citizens of New- 
buiKh and its vicinity, than has been done on receiving the official letters annoancing 
the late aflkh- on lake Erie. * * On the arrival of the news, a federal salote was fired 
from the U. S. corvette John Adams, moored opposite the village, which vessel was 
decorated with the flags of diflferent nations daring the progrem of the celebration. • 
At one o'clock, P.M., the tmstees, with upwards of one hundred citizens, partook of a 
c<^tion at the Newburgh Cofl^ House, after which, Joseph Morrell being chosen pre- 
sident, and Solomon Sleight, vice president, toasts were drank, and a song written for 
the occasion by the editor of the index, was sung by Joseph Reeve. * * At seven 
o-clock, P. M., at the signal of a cannon, all the windows in the village were brilliantly 
illuminated, some were ornamented with transparent paintings designative of the occa- 
sion; others inscribed with the names of our naval heroes, whose deeds are destined to 
illume the historic page: all of which had a handsome effect, and, connected with the 
occasion, fired the soul with a proud satisfiiction of being an American, and made the 
conscious heart to swell with forebodings of the rising glory of America. A numerous 
piDoession of citizens, headed by the band of music, now marched through the principal 
streets of the village. At nine o'clock, the lights were extinguished and the village 
enrobed in darkness." 

A tradition connected with this celebration reUtes, that the official news of Perry's 
victory was brought to Newburgh by the corvette John Adams, referred to by the index , 
and that that vessel arrived in the bay on Sunday morning, and immediately fired a salute. 
The people, many of whom were in attendance upon divine service, were in great con- 
sternation and rushed into the streets, fearfU that an enemy's vessel had passed the 
Highlands and had commenced a bombardment of the village. Presently, the Adams 
ran up the "stars and stripes," and sent a boat on shore with the news, which was 
received with cheer after cneer. In the general joy the Sabbath was forgotten. 

t That venerable old yellow wooden building, on the comer of Water and Second 
streets, with its humble front and moss-covered roof— its sign of a sheaf of wheat, 
denoting its occupant as one who fomishes the staff of life — has been knocked into 
rubbish under the impulse of hnprovement After having served nearly half a century 
as a place of business to that patriarch among our citizens, Joseph Homnan, it has had 
to move the way of many sublunary things, to make room for a more costly and elegant 
specimen of art Workmen are now employed in laying the foundation of a substantial 
brick edifice on the spot which so long sustained the old yellow wooden building and 
around which were clustered so many associations connected with the history of New- 
burgh^ TWegra^iA, Jul$ 15, 1841. 
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Street north to the brick building south of the Highland Bank, 
as well as the barracks on the west side of Water street, north 
of the Orange Hotel.* 

To note all these changes as they occurred would be a task 
beyond our power, and we shall only attempt a brief review. For 
several years, the vicinity of Colden's gore was the business 
centre of the village; and when the Bank of Newburgh was 
chartered, an effort to locate the banking house there, was only 
defeated by a .ipajority of one vote in the board of directors. 
In 1812, the stores on the west side of the gore were erected 
and were occupied — counting from First street north — the first 
by James Dennistdn, the second by Selah Reeve, the third by 
Lott & Chambers, the fourth by John Anderson, Jr., the fifth by 
Samuel Williams, f and the sixth by William H. Smith, beyond 
•which came the old stand of James W. Miller. On the opposite 
side of the street was the brick store of Jacob Carpenter, then 
occupied by A. Gourlay & Co., J now the corner of Water and 
Carpenter streets, and beyond this, on the corner of the old road 
to Gardiner^s dock, was the brick store of Chauncey Griswold, 
while at the head of the gore stood the old Colden house. AVater 
street was then extended south, and the old Colden house, falling 
partly within its line, was removed; and about the same time 
the old road to Gardiner's dock was closed, and First street 
opened. Soon after, John D. Lawson erected, on the north-east 
corner of First street, a block of wooden buildings, which were 
destroj-ed by fire and were succeeded by the ware-house of Daniel 
Farrington and other stores. These buildings were again de- 
stroyed by fire, and the present block took their place. About 
1835, the Colonnade Row was erected by Col. Alex. Denniston,' 
and the banking house of the Highland Bank by John Ledyard. 
The buildingtj on the east side of Water street, south of Third 
street, were destroyed by fire, and a new row. was erected 
by Messrs. Reeve & Falls, John Lawson and others. Of the 
remaining buildings of the block, several wery subsequently 
taken down, and those now standing were put up in their place 

* An account of these and other fires will be given in a subsequent chapter. 

t Amkrican MANUFACTrRED GooDS. — The subscriber respectfully infonna the imblic 
that he has opened a store in Colden street, where he has a general assortment of Cotton 
(}oods. which he will sell at the facton' ^trices for cash or approved credit — among which 
are, Bed ticking, Ginghams, Stripes of*^ different kinds, &c. Xitting, twist and colored 
Yarn from No. 5 to 40, a general assortment of European, East and West India Goods, 
which he will sell on advantageous terms to the purchaser. 8. WILLLVMS. 

I Newburgh, June, 1812. — Adv. in Political Index, 

I X A. GorKLAY k Co., have removed to Capt. Jacob Cari>€nter'8 brick store, in Water 

street, where they are now opening a very general assortment of Dry Goods— -^rfr. 
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"by John Jamison, John Clugston and Samuel G. Sneeden, and 
the block was completed in its present form by Benjamin 
Tyler. On the west side of Water street, between Second 
and Third street, the first brick house was built by John 
Brown — now occupied by his son, James S. Brown ; and the row 
of buildings north to Third street, including the old store of 
John McAuley, gave place to the present structures erected by 
William Walsh, C. A. Jones, and others. On the cast side of 
the street, the Messrs. Crawford erected, in 1827, the building now 
standing on the north-east corner of Third street. The block 
between the Orange Hotel and the Bank of Newburgh, was 
erected by John P. DeWint; and the old Coflfee House of Robert 
Gardiner has given place to the buildings owned by the Messrs. 
Fowler and by George Sneed. More recent improvements by 
William Colvill, John C. Tartiss, Jacob Brown and others, have 
filled up the northern part of Water street and have given to it 
its present appearance. 




Equally ^iX'iil clunjgeB Ijave boon made in all of the other 
Btrcots. Front street was opened in 1833. Prior to this time the 
extensive brewery of Law, Bcveridf^ & Co,, had been erected 
close by the river sidc» and the present bed of the street was 
covered witii water, or occupied by tlie wharves of the freighting 
companictf. In 1828, tlie Messrs. Crawford erected their large 
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store-house,* and, in 1829, a similar building was put up by 
Benjamin Carpenter. In 1833, Isaac R. Carpenter commenced 
the erection of the United States Hotel and the construction of 
the long wharf.f At the south end, the large brick house known 
as the Bath Hotel, built by Thomas Colden, was for several years 
a prominent land-mark; but the Erie rail-road, and the extensive 
iron works of Messrs. Stanton & Co., have changed the whole 
aspect of that part of the village. 

For the beauty of its private residences, Newburgh had not a 
high reputation thirty years ago. The Ruggles house, on the 
south-east corner of Washington Place, was then regarded as 
one of the most elegant, and views taken from it found their way 
into the sketch-books of the times. Then came the residences 
of David Crawford, James S.Brown and William Roe; and now, 
charming cottages and sumptuous villas are to be seen in every 
direction, and year by year our hills are more and more crowded 
with the abodes of wealth. 

But the general progress of the town and village has been 
comparatively slow. From 1782 to 1820, the increase in popu- 
lation averaged a fraction over one hundred annually, or about 
eleven hundred each decade. This increase may be regarded as 
the result of the natural advantages of position which the town 
enjoj^ed. It was a period during which not only the trade of the 
large district adjacent to Newburgh, but a very considerable 
portion of that of the southern tier of counties, found here its 
natural mart. No impulse, comparatively speaking, was given 
to this trade; but it sprung from and was the result of the 
laws of commerce. Regarding it in this light, the people, it must 
confessed, failed to put forth those efforts which, if made at the 
proper time, would have established, at an early period, on 
a spot so favored by nature, a flourishing commercial city. 

* "Among the improvement8 of the present seamn, we ought not to forget the sub- 
stantial and commoaious ware-house erected by the Messrs. Crawford, as it seems to 
indicate that the increase of business in the village requires extended acconmiodations.** 
—Index, Oct. 18, 1828. 

t "The improvements on the Ferry Wharf are on the most extensive, and, we might 
alnioHt term it, magnificent 8cale. ThiM wharf is being constructed by Col. I. R. Car- 
penter, and is to be extended to the utmost limits warranted by the State grant of the 
land under water, that is to Hay five hundred feet from high water mark. Its increased 
breadth at the outer extremity, one hundred feet, will add much to the convenience and 
safety of passengers going on board, or landing fh>m the Hteamboats; while the splendid 
new hotel which Col. C. is also erecting at the Junction of the wharf with the main 
land, will not only offer a noble olyect to all who pass the village on the river, but will 
be of esnential comfort to persons waiting for steamboats, or whose business confines 
them to the water's side. The enterprising projector of the above named improvements 
must be viewed as a public benefactor, as no work of the same magnitude has ever been 
undertaken by a single individual, hi the town, witiiout a promect of more ctttain pri- 
vate gain."— Gazette, Nov. 23, 1833. 
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In 1819, the trade of the village had extended itself as far west 
as Canandaigua, with which place Xewburgh was connected by 
turnpikes over which passed stage-coaches conveying passengers, 
and freight wagons laden w^ith goods. During the sunnner of this 
year, a company was organized for the purpose of constructing a 
steamer on Cayuga lake, with a view to extend the route south- 
ward to Ithaca. The first meeting of the stockholders of this 
company was held at Ithaca, December 20th, and David Wood- 
cock, Oliver Phelps, James Pompelly, Joseph Benjamin, and Lewis 
Tooker, were chosen directors, who appointed David Woodcock, 
president; Chas. AV. Conner, treasurer; Chas. Humphrey, secre- 
tary, and Oliver Phelps, agent. To this enterprise the people of 
Newburgh were asked to contribute the sum of one thousand 
dollars. Thirteen hundred dollars, however, were immediately 
subscribed and paid; and, in 1820, the first steamer on Cayuga 
lake plied in connection with stage lines from Newburgh, "per- 
forming the route to Ithaca in two days." * 

This western trade, however, was almost wholly cut oft* by the 
construction of the Erie canal, although considerable travel by 
stage-coach continued until the opening of rail-roads through the 
centre of the state. In common with other towns on the river, an 
effort was made by the citizens of Newburgh, in 1826, to secure 
the construction of a Macadamized state road from Buffalo to the 
Hudson, through the southern tier of counties. The proposition 
was favorably received by the Legislature, and commissioners 
were appointed to survey the different routes. Strenuous efforts 
were made by the people of Catskill and Poughkeepsie to secure a 
terminus of this road on the Hudson which should be favorable to 
their interests, and similar steps were taken by the people of 
Newburgh; f but the commissioners reported in favor of Catskill, 
and the bill authorizing the making of the road was defeated 
in the Legislature in March, 1826. 

The effect on' the prosperity of Newburgh of the construction 

* Tht8 line wati subtieqoently (1834) extended fh>m Newburgh to Geneva and BaffiUo, 
and the entire route from New York to Buf&lo was performed in sixty-five hours— '*tbe 
shortest and most expeditions route from the Hudwn river to the western country.-*— 
Adv. in OaxetU. 

t At 8 meeting of a number of gentlemen of the town of Newburgh, held at the 
Orange Hotel, on the 18th day of Januarv. 1826, pursuant to previous notice, Thomas 
Powdl was choHen chairman, and Ward M. (razlay, secretary. 

After the meeting was called to order, the Hon. Jonathan Fisk addressed it in an able 
Kpeech demonstrating the nroprietv and expediencv of the state road termhiatingat this 
place. Mr. Buggies and other gentlemen aadremed the meeting on the same sul^ject. 
and after some consultation, it was resolved: That a committee of five, consisting of 
David Baggies, Selah Beeve, Jonathan Fisk, Ward M. Gaslay,and Thomas Phillips, Jr., 
was appomted to take charge of tbe infefesta of this place in relation to the state road. 
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of the Erie canal, and the openhig of new routes of travel to 
the west, is shown in the census returns, which exhibit a reduction 
in the average increase in population to six hundred and twelve 
during the decade ending with 1830. Notwithstanding this 
loss, a large trade still remained with the south-eastern counties 
of the state and the north-east^jrn counties of New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania; but, like the approaching trenches of a besieging 
army, the influence of internal improvements was again felt — 
the Hudson and Delaware canal penetrated this district and 
bore off* another source of wealth upon which much reliance had 
been placed. Efforts were made to repair the loss thus sustained 
by the organization of ii company for the purpose of engaging 
in tlie whale fishery, and by endeavoring to secure the establish- 
ment here of a government navy-yard. The former enterprise, 
however, met w^ith limited success, and was abandoned; and 
the latter failed to receive the attention desired at the hands of 
the federal authorities. 

The principal trade now remaining to the village was that 

i drawn from north-eastern New Jersey and from the nearer 

district embracing the counties of Orange-and Ulster; but this 
trade was rapidly increasing and very valuable. The years j 

1835, '36 and '37 were marked by more than usual business 
activity, and the village participated to a considerable extent in 
the speculations which culminated in the revulsions of the latter 
year. Speaking i»f this period, the Rev. James R. Willson, in 
an address delivered before the Newburgh Library Association, j 

remarked: **The average arrivals and departures daily, estimated | 

together, cannot fall much short <»f three hundred, or eighty-four j 

thousand in one season. Th(j sections of country in the interior, 
occupied by those travelers, are generally connected with this 
village by some commercial ligament. Great numbers of them 

i transact much business here. From late estimates of tlie amount 

of daily exports, fn»m Newburgh, it would se<?ni that in one 
season, they cannot fall much below four and a half millions of 
dollars.'' * 

It was during this period that the construction of the New 
Y'ork and Erie rail-road was commenced; and the Legislature 

* Records like the following frequently occur in the village papent from 1834 to 1840: 

*' YeHtcrtlay, Water street wan bUx'ked up with country teams for four or five houn*, 
and twice during the afternoon they were so jammed in that it was impossible to pant.** 
—Telegraph, Nov, 13, 1834. 

"We learn that $300 per foot are offered for vacant lots on the new street (Pront 
street) extending north from the whale dock, in this village."— TV/., Nov, 5, 1836. 
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was asked to aid the project by a loan of the credit of the state. 
Previous to this application, the citizens of Newburgh had 
secured a charter for a road from the Hudson to the Delaware 
river, with a view to reach the coal beds of Pennsylvania; but 
this charter had been permitted to become void. When the 
loan to the Erie road was proposed, an eflbrt was made to 
connect the Newburgh road with the Erie, and thus give to 
Newburgh the eastern terminus, but this effort failed. Tlie 
road to the Delaware, however, was re-chartered, and a portion 
of the route was graded. 

Under the financial revulsions of 1837, work was suspended 
on both the Erie and Delaware roads; but on the former it 
was soon resumed and the road completed from Piermont to 
Goshen. The effect of the opening of this section of the road 
was even more disastrous than had been anticipated. The 
census returns, which, for the decade ending with the year 1840, 
had exhibited an increase in population of twenty-five hundred 
and nine, gave only sixty-eight as the increase for the five years 
ending with 1845. Real estate fell off one half in value, and 
depi:es8ion pervaded all brandies of business.'" 

At this time difficulties arose in the prosecution of the work 
on the Erie road, and fresh efforts were made to secure to ; I 

Newburgh some of the advantages of its construction. This was ,' 

accomplished by an agreement on the part of the Erie com- 
pany — confirmed by the act of the Legislature releasing the ! j 
company from its liabilities to the state — to construct a branch 
road to Newburgh. This road was completed in 1849, and j 
proved an immediate and powerful stimulant to business, under 
the influence of whicli other sources of prosperity have been ; | 
developed, giving to the village mechanical and manufacturing I 
establishments, in addition to its commerce; and the sound of ' j 
tlie axe, the hammer and the saw, and other implements of the ' \ 
mechanic arts, now mingle with the music of the shuttle and the 
Khrill whistle of the locomotive. The long struggle against 
unpropitiouK circumstances has, apparently, closed; and the ' | 
of the business village again has found its old connections with ' > 
the west, and from our wharves its staple commodities go to find 
a market in our sea-board cities, or more distant regions. , j 

The past ten years have been marked by many evidences of ■ \ 

* Mr. Eai^r, writing at this period, remarlu: '*Sach were the deadening influences of I 

the coDfltmction of thlH road, for a few yean, that it profltrated the biwinesH of the place. 
HooMR were tenantleas, men shut ap their shope and removed to more fiivorable locali- 
tiea. and the whole trade of the mechanic arts stood stOI.*' 
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substantial progress. At an outlay of about one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars, wator has been introduced; and 
about forty thousand dollars have been expended on our alms- 
house. Plank roads have been constructed at a cost of about 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars; and extensive 
improvements have been made in the public streets. Education / 

has been promoted by the establishment of a liberal system of 
free schools; and religion has reared new and costly temples of 
worship. 

During the period extending from the close of the war of 1812 
to the present time, many events of historical interest have 
occurred, which properly belong ta a subsequent portion of our 
work. In concluding this part of our task, however, a brief 
notice of the present C(mdition of the Glebe lands is necessary. 
It is a remarkable coincidence that, at the close of each half 
century since the granting of the charter, these lands have been 
subjected to some important change. After remaining for nearly 
fifty years in the hands of the Palatines, the income passed to 
the church of England, where it legally remained until the passage 
of the law of 1803. From this time until the passage of the act 
establishing free schools, in 1852, the revenues were confined to 
the support of schools on the Glebe, but, by the law referred to, 
they were devoted to the public schools without distinction. By 
an act passed April 10, 1855, persons holding the lands by lease 
were enabled to obtain titles in fee simple, by the payment of such 
sums of money as would yield an annual interest equal to the 
annual rent. Under this act, a considerable portion of the leases 
has already been converted \\\\o fee simple titles; and it is but 
reasonable to anticipate that, after the lapse of another half 
century. Glebe leases will be a matter of history, and tliat the 
<mly monument remaining of the Palatine settlers will be the 
j proud one of a free school fund, limited in amount, it is true, but 

I sufficiently large to render essential aid in the education of the 

children of the poor. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

LOCALITIES CENSUS RETURNS — SUPPORT OF POOR — ^TURNPIKES AND 

PLANK ROADS RAIL-ROAD ENTERPRISES BANKING INSTITU- 
TIONS INTRODUCTION OF WATER — STOCK 

COMPANIES COURT HOUSE, ETC. 



LOCALITIES. 

The town of Newburgli is located on Hudson's river, in the 
extreme north-eastern part of the county of Orange. It has a 
front on the river of nine miles, and extends westward from 
eight to eleven miles. It is in latitude 41 :30; and is about sixty 
miles in a northerly direction from New York, eighty-three miles 
south of Albany, fifty miles east of the Delaware river, one 
hundred and twenty miles from the head of Cayuga lake, and 
two hundred and fifty miles from lake Erie in a straight line. 
It contains 27,323 acres of land, and had, in 1855, a' population 
of 12,773. The surface of the town is stony, and is broken 
into high hills which run north-east and south-west. The soil 
is composed of deposits of clay, sand and loam, and, along 
the river, is warm, productive and well cultivated. In the 
western part of the town the soil is not so deep and warm, and 
requires more laborious culture. The rock formations are prin- 
cipally slate and lime. 

The village of Newburgh has a river front of about two miles. 
Its harbor is the best on the Hudson, and extends from the Quas- 
saick creek on the south, to the Dans-Kammer on the north, a 
distance of about eight miles, is in width from one mile to one 
mile and a quarter and in depth from five to seven fathoms, and 
is protected from storms by a high range of mountains, which, 
extending from the river in a northerly and westerly direction, 
describe nearly a semi-circle. It is remarkable for the healthful- 
ness of its climate, and for the variety and beauty of its natural 
scdnery. The returns made to the Regents of the University, 
embracing the observations taken during a period of thirteen 
years, give the average temperature as 49:16, or a fraction of a 
degree colder than the temperature due to latitude and elevation. 
Shadbush is in bloom here six days earlier than in other portions 
of the valley of the Hudson; Peach, eight days; Plum, five days; 
Cherry, eleven daj's; Apple, eight days; and Lilac, two days; 
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while the first killing^ frost occurs thirteen days later than at 
other points. 

As we have previously stated, the village was originally 
settled by German Palatinates, and other parts of the town by 
English emigrants from the eastern Provinces and from the 
county of Westchester. The character of the population of the 
village was gradually changed, and that of the town became 
divided into English, Dutch, Scotch and Irish nationalities. The 
site of the village was first called by the Indian title Quasmick, 
a word formed from the Algonquin root terms Qu^uky signifying 
stone or rock, and icit, land — literally, stony land.* The present 
name was first applied by Alexander Golden in lt43, and is from 
Newburgh^ a town in Scotland, on the river Tay, which it resem- 
bles in many of its physical features.f 

Balmville. — A small collection of houses two miles north of 
the village of Newburgh, and named from a large tree growing 
there, commonly called Balm of Gilead, which is remarkable for 
the strong balsamic scent of its leaves and bud8.| Tlie place 
was formerly called Hampton, and was the commercial centre 
of the town as early as n67.§ In later times, the freight- 
ing business was conducted here by Daniel Smith, and subse- 
quently by the Messrs. Butterworth. The village has a district 
school, a burying ground, and one or two shops. The Olenburn 
vineyards of Arthur Potts are also located here, and in the 
vicinity are several fine country seats. The first settlers here | 

were Johannes Fyscher and Andries Volck, who sold to Zacharias 
Hofi*man.|| 

MinnLEHOPE. — A small hamlet four miles north of the village 
of Newburgh, and formerly called Middletown because half-way 
between Newburgh and Marlborough. It has a Post Office and 
a store ; a Methodist and a Presbyterian church, and a district 

« Schoolcraft's Indian Tribes of the United States, Part 1, 291. In reply to an inqaiiy 
BHto the meaning of the word ^uanaidt. Dr. El B. O^Callaghan, of AUMUty. haaUndly 
Hent UH the following: "In Elliott'8 Indian Grammar, (Maw. Hist CoU. aeoond Ber. iz. 
258,) a Ktone is Husnm; a rock, Qu99uek. Next, turning to Elliott^s Indian Bible, I 
find in Gen. 31:46, ouMuAcanash, utoneB; {ana$h Beems to be the plural terminfttkui.) 
In Joshua 4:5 — qussuk, a 8tone; same chapter, T.9—qu89uekaaiaKh, stones. In Dent. 
27:5— qtu9iikquane, altar, an altar of Rtones; Hame chapter, S—MU9ukqua ndUm, upon 
the Rtones. In Inaiuh 28:16 — mutuk, a Rtone. QnassaicK may, tnerefore, according to 
this authority, be rendered— the Htony pUce or locality: iek being the termination i^fni* 
fymg locality." 

t See ante p. 39. Also, Harper's Gazetteer. The first application of the prewnt 
name of the town was by Alexander Golden to that portion of the ▼illage owned by 
him, and which was long known as the "Old Town of Newburgh Plot." It was next 
applied to the Parish, (1752,) then to the Precinct, (1763,) then to tlie Town, (1788,) 
and lastly to the village at its incorporation, (1800.) 

i Ante p. 106. Also, Eager's Orange Gonnty, 199. § Ante p. 42. || Ante p. 33,47. 
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school ; and recently a fine Cemetery has been laid out here, under 
the title of "Highland Cemetery/' which is owned by an associa- 
tion organized under the general statute of the state. After the 
establishment of a Post Office here, considerable difficulty arose 
out of the fact that there was another Post Office of the same name 
in the county; and, at the suggestion of the Post Master General, 
a meeting of the residents in the neighborhood was held for the 
purpose of changing the title. At this meeting, several names 
were proposed and rejected, until finally Mr. James P. Brown, 
recollecting that there was a village in Scotland, the land of his 
birth, by the name of Hopeton, proposed that of Middlehope, 
which was adopted.* The first settler in this vicinity was 
Melchior Gulch, in n09.t 

TuE Dans Kammer. — "De Duyfel's Dans Kammer !" (the DeviPs 
Dance Chamber,) so the point of land forming the north-western 
head of Newburgh bay was described by some Dutch skipper 
more than two centuries ago. It has ever since borne the title 
of The Dans Kammer, The first notice of the spot that we 
we have met with, occurs in the journal of DeVries, under date 

of April 26th, 1640; and 
as DeLaet, in his very 
minute description of the 
river, written in 1624, 
makes no mention of the 
Dans Kammer. the name 
must have originated be- 
tween 1624 and 1640. 
We find an explanation 
of the origin of the name 
in certain religious rites 
of the Indians, which 
were often performed on 
this very point of land. 
These rites consisted in 
the worship of their god 
Baehiumo, and were de- 
nominated "devil wor- 
ship,'' by the Dutch. — 
For the celebration'oflhis worship, the Indians held niootiiigs 
prior to starting on expeditious of hunting, fishiiij;-, tu* war, t^) 

• Eager'8 Orange County, 20*i. f AnU* j>Rges 34. 47. 
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ascertain whether they would be succeBsful or not. "At these 
meetings," says a paper describing the natives of New Nether- 
land, written in 1671, "conjurors act a wonderful part These 
tumble, with strange contortions, head over heels; beat them- 
selves, leap with a hideous noise through and around a largo 
fire. Finally they all raise a tremendous caterwauling, when 
the devil appears (they say) in the shape of a ravenous or 
harmless animal — the first betokens something bad, the second 
something good." Lieut. Couwenhoven witnessed an exhibition 
of this character at the Dana Kammer, during the war with the 
Esopus Indians, in IGGS."" The spot was dedicated to this rude 
worship, and was so employed for perhaps a hundred years after 
the discovery of the river. In point of fact, there were two dance 
chambers — the first being the rocky point which juts out into the 
river, called in the original deed, "the little dans kammer;" 
and the second, the plateau now occupied by the residence of the 
Messrs. Armstrong, which is specified in the same instrument as 
"the large dans kammer." The little dans kammer has a level 
surface of perhaps half an acre, and is separated from the main 
land by a marsh over which the water flows at times, while the 
largn dans kammer embraces a plot of ten acres or more. 

Hampton. — A landing on the Hudson in the extreme north- 
eastern part of the town. The place was first known as Acker's 
Ferry, from Wolvert Acker who established a ferry here soon 
after the Revolution. The present name was given by William 
Acker, son of the original proprietor, and is said to mean, "a house 
or farm on a hill." While the new name was very appropriate to 
a part of Mr. Acker's possessions, it is to be regretted that 
the original title of Acker's Ferry has not been retained, as 
it would liave helped to preserve the memory of a patriot and a 
worthy man. 

FosTERTowN. — The district known as Fostertown was originally 
embraced in the patent to the Bradley children, and which was 
known as the Bradley patent. This patent was purchased and 
settled in 1768, by John Foster, William Foster, Richard Ward 
and John Griggs; and the Fosters being the most numerous, the 
settlement was called Fostertown. The lands of John Foster 
were sold by him to James Innis, the father of William Innis; 
and the place owned by William Foster is now occupied by 
j David Wyatt. The descendants of Richard Ward and John 

* Ante p. 15. 
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Griggs continue to hold the lands of their fathers. The Foster- 
town M. E. Church is in this neighborhood. There is also a 
district school. 

RossviLLE. — ^This is the name of a section of the town about 
six miles north-west of the village of Newburgh, and was 
originally covered by the Wallace patent. As previously stated,* 
this patent was purchased by Joseph Penny, who sold about 
two hundred acres to Robert Ross. The remainder of it Mr. Penny 
divided among his sons, William, John, James, Peter, Joseph, 
Robinson, Allen and Isaac. Mr. Ross, we believe, was the first to 
settle on tJie patent, where he established a tannery. As early, 
probably, as 1770, he built a substantial stone 
house, which is still standing and forms a part 
of the residence of John L. Aderton, who now 
owns the place. The sons of Robert Ross 
— Alexander and William — subsequently oc- 
cupied a prominent position in the town, and .their birth-place 
was called Rossville. There is a M. E. Church here, besides 
a district school, and a Post Office and store. The Post Office, ad- 
dress is Savillf a name of no local significance, was but applied by 
the Post Master General to avoid confusion, as there are various 
other places bearing the name of Rossville. 

Gardnertown — Is a small settlement four miles north-west of 
the village of Newburgh, so called from Silas Gardner, one 
of the first settlers, many of whose descendants still reside in 
the town. There is a neat M. E. Church here, also a store or tavern, 
a district school, and one or two shops. A 
short distance south of the church, stands the 
old residence of the original proprietor — a 
massive stone structure of a style of archi- 
tecture very prevalent a century or so ago. 
i In the samo vicinity is the mill owned for many years by David 

I Bond. 

I Rocky-Forest. — This district embraces a large portion of the 

patent to Jacobus Kip and Company, and lies in the north-west 
part of the town adjoining Orange Lake. The name is derived 
from the physical features of the region, a large portion of which 

I was originally and emphatically a rocky forest. A part of 

I the district has, of late years, been called Luptondale, from ou<? 

1 of the owners of an interest in the patent. There in u tradition 

* See ante page 48. 
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that the fii'Ht settler in this vicinity was Jacobus Kip, one of 
the proprietors of the patent, who was inducx?d to go there by 
the Coldens, the owners of adjoining lands; l)nt we have not 
been able to verify the tradition. 

(iiDNEYTOWN. — The Settlement known as Gidneytown originally 
embraced the patent to John Spratt, which was purchased about 
the year 1760 by Eleazer Gidney, whose four sons, Joseph, Daniel, 
David and Eleazer, about that time settled upon it. A part of 
the original purchase remains in the possession of the family. 

Belkxapville. — This neighborhood is about seven miles west 
of the village of Xewburgh, on the Newburgh and Cochecton 
turnpike. The name is given to it in honor of Samuel Belknap, 
th<^ ancestor of the Belknap family of this town, who purchased 
and settled on the Baird patent in 1749-'50.* The Coldenham 
Post Office is now located here, although the village of Golden- 
ham is about two miles farther west in the town of Montgomery. 
The hamlet has two hotels and one or two shops. 

Dubois' Mills. — The water power of the Quassaick creek was 
first applied to practical use at the place now known as Dubois' 
Mills, about one mile and a half west of its confluence with the 
TTudsoTL AU^xander Golden erected a millf hen? as early, 

probably, as 1743. — 
Tills mill was one of 
the oldest, if not the 
: first built, in this re- 
gion. Mr. Golden sold 
it, and lots No. 1 and 
, No. 2 of the German 
'[latent, to Jonathan 
r 1 [ isbrouck by deed 
^vliited May 3d, 1753. J 
It remained in the 
possession of the Has- 
brouck family until after the Kevolution, and during the war was 
frequently occuj)ied by the militia when called out on alarms. 
The Ilasbroucks sold it to a Mr. VanKeuren. From him it 
was bought by a Mr. Dickonson, who occuj)ied it in 1798. 

♦ Ante p. Aii. f ThU old mill was taken down by Mr. Dickson, OctolKjr, 1859. 

t The price paid by HaBbrouck waj» $1050. and the deed specifies lots 1 and 2, of the 
(lennan imtcnt, includinf? the houne where Burger Meyndertse formerly dwelt, and the 
"Grist Mill and appurtenances, mill houxe and mill dam and dams."— r/Ww- Record qf 
Detdt.EJU.jm. 
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Subsequently it l>ecanie the j)ro))erty of iivu. Xutliuiiiel Dubois, 
who ereettnl in connection with it u saw mill an<l a fulling mill. 
It remained in his handn upwards of forty years. After the 
death of Mr. Dubois, the property was purchased by a Mr. 
VVey«(ant, who sold it to James M. Dickscm. the j^resent owner. 
Mr. I), has recently very much eular;r<'d the water power by 
the erection of a substantial stone dam. thus formiu^r a lake 
that covers some twenty-nine^ acres. He has also completed a 
lar^ce brick flourinp: mill with six run of stone, capable of turning;- 
out two hundred and fifteen barrels of Hour daily. 

New Mills. — The second enterprise of this sort, in the vicinity 
of Dubois* Mills, was undertaken by Chancy, Joseph, Thomas and 
Daniel Belknap, under the firm of C. Belknap &. Co., who erected, 
in 1783 or *84, a lar^e flouring mill, and constructed a canal — 
the first, probably, in the state — to supply the water ptiwer. 
New Mills is the name now generally applied to the whole neigh- 
borhoo<l. The mill of the Messrs. Belknap was, in its day, one 
of tlnj largest in the state; and, for several years, they were 
the only Newburgh firm represented (»n ^change in New York. 
The mill was purchased by James Halstead, from whom it 
passed to William IT. Beede. The old mill was destroyed by 
fire, (Oct. 6, 1846,) and a new one was erected by Mr. Ik^ede 
in 1847. The present proprietors are James Ross and Napoleon 
B. Beede. 

Powder Mills. — About four miles north-west of the village of 
Newburgh, are the Powder works owned by Djiniel Rodgers. 
They were first erected at this place by Asa Taylor, in 1816, 
and w^ere subsequently purchased by Mr. Rodgers. They are the 
most complete and extensive works in the country. 

Orange Lake. — This body of water lies in the north-western 
part of the town, and covers about four hundred acres. The 
aboriginal name was probably Qu^uk* or stony pond, from the 
large number of boulders on its western shore. It was called 
Binnin Water by the Dutch, a name signifying a "water between | 

other waters, or, a water within land.'' It was next called 
Mouse Pond, from an old settler of that name; and was subse- 
quently known as Machin's P(md, and then as Big Pond. The 
present name was conferred, we believe, by the Rev. Dr. James 
R. Willson, who resided in the vicinity some thirty-five years 
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ago.* The lake is fed by internal springs, and by small streams j 

which flow into it. Its outlet is the Quassaick creek. 

The principal fact of historical interest, in connection with 
this lake, is the erection of a coinage mill, near its outlet, 
by Capt. Thomas Machin, about the year 1787-88. Capt. Machin 
began to build a grist and a saw mill here in 1784, and gave 
the name of New Grange to the place.f In 1787, he formed a 
co-partnership with several residents of the city of New York, 
for the purpose of coining money. The firm was afterwards 
incorporated with a similar company in the states of Vermont 
and Connecticut.f The mill and the manner in wliich coins 

* Eager- 8 Orauge County, 205. j 

t "On the 18th of April, 1787, Capt. Machin formed a co-partnership with Sainnol i 

Atlee, James F. Atlee, David Brooks, James Grier, and James (liles, all of New York. , > 

The term snecified for its continuance was seven years, with a capital of £300. The firm j '' 

seenus to nave been formed for the avowed purpose of coining copper, provided j 

Congress, or any of the State legislatures, enacted a law allowing individuals to coin I 

money. As the obtject was to make money, a small capital was considered sufficient for ; 

the undertaking. On the 7th of June following, that firm formed a copartnership with i 

one then existmg, which consisted of four partners — Reuben Harman, Ri«q.. \N illiam | i 

Coley, of Bennington county, Vermont, Elias Jackson, of Litchfield crmnty, Connecticut. | 

and Daniel Van Voorhis, goldsmith, of the city of Ne-v York— for a term of eight years 
from the first of the following July, that being the limitation of an act of the legislature 
of Vermont to said Harman, for the coinage of copper. The first mentioned ftrm was 
to furnish a capital of £500 for the ccmcem; £200 of which capital, with £400 more, 
New York currency, to be paid to the latter firm two years after, was to be theirs as an 
equivalent for admitting the New York firm into communion with them — the latter 
being required to fiimi^h no capital. The ten partners were to enjoy eouallv **the 
benefits, privileges, and advantages arising fh)m tne coinage of copper m the State of 
Vermont, to be coined in that State, and also in Connecticut, New York, and elsewhere, 
as the parties should see fit On or before the first day of July, the first mentioned, or 
New York firm, were required, by the co-partnership, "to complete, at their own cost, 
the works then erecting at the nulls of the said Thomas Machin, near the Great Pond, 
in the county of Ulster," while the other part of the firm agreed, in the same time to 
complete works they were then erecting, at Rupert, in the county of Beimin^n, 
Vermont Agreeably to the written contract, Giles was to have chaiige of the writing 
and book-keeping; Harman and Coley were to manage the numey changers at Rupert; 
and Machin and J. F. Atlee were to "manage, act, and p^orm that part of the trade 
which concerned the coinage of money and manu&cturing hardware," at Machin-s 
mills; Grier was to be "cashier of the money coined at Rupert;" Van Voorhis, "cashier 
of the money coined at Machin-s mills;" Gner and Jackson were to have the general 
management of the expenses, purchase of necessarv articles, &c., while other ioint 
business was to be performed by Brooks and Samuel Atlee. It was further stipulated 
that Giles should keep a "certain book of resolutions;" that the firm should meet, either 
in person or by proxy in other members, agreeably to a written form of authority 
incorporated, on the 1st day of February, June, and October of each year, at Rhinebeck, 
New York, unless otherwise agreed upon. In case either of the partners obtained a 
grant fh)m Congress or any of the states to coin money, the profits resulting fh>m snch 
act were to be shared by all the partners, who also bound themselves personally, "in the 
penal sum of one thousand pounds," for the punctual performance of the contract 

At Machines mills perhaps a thousand pounds of copper was manufactured, as appears ■, < 

by his papers, in the year 1789; previous to which time little seems to have been done. 1 ! 

Ilie business appears to have been discontinued in 1790, for in a letter from J. F. Atlee ; 

to Mr. Machin, dated Vergennes, October 14, 1790, he expresses a wish that the concern ! i 

might arrive at a settlement on equitabit terms, and compromise their matters without | i 

a tedious and expensive hiw suit"— iKwmt' Jiiaiory qf SehoKarie County, 696. ; ' 



Capt Machin died at Charleston. Schoharie county, April 3d, 1816, aged 72 years. 
During the Revolution, he superintended the construction of the chain and otiier ob- 
structions to the navigation of Hudson's river, and rendered other important service. 
He settled in Newburgh at the close of the war, and subsequently removed to Schoharie 
countv. "In the camp and in retirement, his qualifications were holden in very high 
consideration." 
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were manufactured, were recently described by ThoinaB Machiu. 
a son of the proprietor, to Doct. F. B. Hough, of Albany, to whom 
we are indebted for the following particulars: 

"The coinage mill was from forty to fifty rods below thi* pond, 
on a canal dug for the purpose. The building was of wood, 
tliirty by forty feet, and two stories high. The metal used was 
copper, obtained by melting up cannon and leaving out the zinc 
in the alloy. The copper was then run into moulds, rolled into 
flat sheets of the thickness of the coin and from one to two feet 
wide. It was then punched with a screw, moved by a lever, so 
adjusted that half a revolution would press out a disk of the 
size of the coin. The blanks were then put into a cylinder and 
revolved with sand, saw-dust and water. They wore generally 
left revolving through the night; and the coiners circulated the? 
story that the devil came by night to work for them. They also 
sometimes worked in masks to create a terror in the neighbor- ; I 

hood. One night in the cylinder would wear the edges of the ! i 

blanks smooth. The coining press was a screw, with an iron i 

bar about ten feet long through the top. On each end of this i 

bar was a leaden weight of perhaps five hundred pounds. The | 

threads of the screw were large and square and worked through 
I an iron frame. Ropes were attached to each end of the bar, and ' 

' it was swung about half way around by two men pulling upon 

the ropes; two other men pulled the lever back, and a fifth laid 1 

on the blank and took off the coin with his fingers. The last i 

I operative named sat in a pit so that the lever would not touch 

his head. The coinage was about sixty per minute. A little 
silver was coined, but mostly copper, and the work was con- 
tinued four or five years. Atlee, the engraver, wore a horrid 
mask, and frightened some boys who came to fish so that thoy 
never ventured near the mill again. The machinery was removed 
to New York, and the building was afterwards used as a grist 
mill. Machin abandoned the enterprise probably about 1790.''t 

QuASSAicK Creek. — This stream is composed of the outlet of 
Orange Lake and of the Fostertown and the Tent Stone Meadow | 

creeks. The Indian name was Qussuk* signifying stony. It is | 

sometimes called Chambers* Creek, from the fact of its having 
been the north bounds of the patent to Chambers and Sutherland ; 
but the Indian name, both for its antiquity and appropriateness, 
should supersede every other. Its water power is very durable. 



• Written Quauk in 1709, ante p. 23. 

t Operation* were probably soqiended on tiie adoption of the Federal constitation. 
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ao it has Orange Lake for a reservoir. In 1798, the following 
mills were located on this stream, viz: Schultz^s, near its con- 
fluence with the Hudson; Dickonson^s, formerly Hasbrouck's; 
Niven's, about one mile west of Ilasbrouck's; Foster's, Gardner's, 
(2) and Belknap's saw mills, and Burns' grist mill formerly 
Machin's coinage mill. In 1799, Hugh Walsh erected extensive 
paper mills, and in 1816, Peter Townsend established a cannon 
foundry and made the first cannon manufactured in the state.* 
Mill privileges are occupied at the ])resent time as follows, viz: 
C. H. Havemeyer, cotton mill; J. Longking, daguerrian instru- 
ments; J. D. Walsh, paper; J. R. Dickson, flour, plaster and 
woolen; Beede & Ross, flour; J. Standring, file; D. Rodgers, 
powder; J. Bond, flour. 

FosTERTOwN Creek. — This stream rises in Ulster county, flows 
through Fostertown and Gidneytown and empties into the 
Quassaick creek at Niven's mill. It is called Fostertow^n creek 
until it reaches Gidneytown when it takes the latt<?r name. 
In 1798, Smith's and Denton's saw mills were on this stream. 
The Gidney mill was erected at a later perio<l, and is still 
standing. 

Tent Stone Meadow Creek. — This creek rises in a large swamp 
in Ulster county, known many years ago as the Tent Stone 
Meadow. It flows through Rossville, and empties into the 
Quassaick at the Powder mills. In 1798, the Pennys had two 
saw mills upon it. Hartshorn one, and Hasbrouck one. The 
name of the creek we give as we find it recorded on a map of 
the town made by W. Sackett in 1798, now on record in the 
office of the Secretary of State, Albany. 

Bushfield's Creek. — This creek has its source in a swamp in the 
town of Plattekill, known as the Stone Dam Meadow from the 
fact that across the south end of the swamp is a stone dam about 
one hundred and fifty yards long, three feet high, regularly built 
and now in good preservation. Neither the period at which it 
was erected, nor the person by whom it was built, are known.f 
The creek issues through a sluice way in this dam and empties into 

* During the rammer pa8t, Mr. Peter Townsend has been engaged in bailding a Can- 
non foundry at Chamber^s creek , Just below this village. It is now in complete operation. 
On Tuesday last, the casting of cannon was commenced. — Index ^ Dee. 3, 1816. 

Referring to a trial of the cannon cast by Mr. Townsend, the National Intelligencer of 
Julv 17, 18l7, remarks: "The first cannon ever manufactured in the state of New York, 
ana of metal and accuracy of firing, were never excelled." 

* The early settlers attributed the erection of this dam to the beavers. The work w 
certainly not beyond the skill of those ingenieuB animals. 
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Orange Lake. Its original name was Beaver Dam creek — tlie 
present name was given in honor of James BushiieKl. 
i ' Denton's Creek. — A small stream near Balmville and ho calietl 

j I from Nehemiah Denton, who had a grist mill and landing at its 

j , continence with the Iludscm. 

I J Acker's Creek. — A small stream which runs through the north- 

I em part of the town for a slKui distance an<l joins the Hndsoit 

I in the town of Marlborough. It was formerly called Jew's cre(»k 

j . from a Mr. Gomaz, a .Jew, who held a portion of the Harrison 

i i patent. The present name is a memorial of Wolv<»rt Acker who 

I ! had a grist mill and a saw mill upon it. 

I Troit Brook. — This brook flows north through Middlehope 

I ' and empties into Acker's creek. 

T.\GOERT*s Pond. — A sheet of water between Xewburgh and 
' the New Mills, south of the turnpike, and owned by James 

; Taggert. It is principally valued for the ice which it supplies. 

i It was long known as Pol, Kose's iHuid. 

I ; King's Hill. — An eminence in the north-west part (»f the town, 

j over the crown of which passes the boundary line between the 

' towns of Newburgh and Montgomery. The name is derived 

; from a Mr. King, an old settler, whose descendants still reside 

j ' in the town. 

[ Racoon Hili.. — Is north of King's hill, and is so called from its 

I having been infested with rac(K)ns. 

I i Cronomer's Hill — Is alxmt three miles north-west of the village 

of Newburgh, and is so (*alled from having l>een the residence 
and hunting ground of an Indian chief named Cronomer, the 
last of his tribe, prior to the war of the Revolution. One of the 
lotu on the farm of J. Cornish is still known, we are told, as **the 
hut lot," where Cronomer lived. Tradition affirms that Cronomer 
once pointed out to Martin Weigand a deposit of lead ore on this 
hill, the location of which the latter soon forgot, and for which, 
during the war, he searched in vain. [ 

Belknap Ridge — Is about three and a half miles west of the \ 

village of Newburgh, and is named from the Belknaps. ; ! 

Much-Hattoes Hill. — A mountain near the south boundary ' 

of the town of Newburgh, in the town of New Windsor. The j 

name is Indian, and, like other Indian names, describes some j 

physical or other peculiarity. This hill had three remarkable ' I 

features — its bold, rocky face; the '*8 wallow-hole," which re- ' I 
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ceives the water from Little Pond, and, for many years, a great 
abundance of rattle snakes and pilots, a circumstance which gave 
it the title of Snake Hill.* Our impression is that the word 
is from the same root as ManhaUoeSf the Indian name for the 
island of New York, which Mr, Schoolcraft renders, "bud, dan- 
gerous, frightful." Thus interpreted, Much-HaUoes would signify 
"dangerous hill," from the venomous reptiles which had here 
their abode. The Newburgh Alms-house is situated on the 
north-eastern spur of this hill; and along its eastern base are 
several finely cultivated farms and vineyards. An extensive 
deposit of iron ore has recently been discovered upon it, and 
arrangements have been made for opening it. 

Lime Stone IIill. — A ridge of lime stone, about two miles 
north-west of the village of Newburgh. 

The Vale. — A beautiful valley extending up the Quassaick 
creek for half a mile from its mouth. A few years ago it was a 
favorite resort for the citizens of the village, but recently the 
proprietors have denied them the privilege. There is a tradition 
that, in the house once occupied by Mr. Richard Trimble, and 
more recently by Mr. Hale, Mr. Roe, and others, but which was 
known in the days of the Revolution as Ettrick Grove, an attempt • 

was made to betray Washington, whose head quarters were then 
at the Ellison house, New Windsor. Ettrick Grove was then 
occupied by a Col. Ettrick, a zealous tory. The story goes, 
that Washington had accepted an invitation to dine with Col. 
Ettrick, who had, meanwhile, made airangements with a com- 
pany of tories to take him prisoner. Washington, warned of 
the design, ordered a detachment of the life guard, dressed in 
the English uniform, to be on the ground before the arrival of 
the tories. ^Vhen this detachment made its appearance, Wash- 
ington's host, supposing them to be his tory friends, stepped up 
to him and accosted him as his prisoner. Washington looked 
at the troops for a moment and replied, *'I believe not, sir, but 
you are mine." The treacherous host was spared his life, through 
the intercession of his daughter, who had betrayed her father's 
intention, and he was permitted to remove to Nova Scotia. f 

* Tn 8oinc lettera on the natural hintory and internal rewurces of the state of New 
York, written b^^ DeWiU Clinton in 1820, it in stated, that "the rattle make, among 
other localities, is found at Snake Hill, in Orange County.'* Mr. Eager relates the tra- 
dition "that an old resident of the last generation was known to kill fifty snakes in one 
day, in this vicinity." (p. 610.) 

t We find this tradition referred to in one of our village papers in 1837, and we have 
read the story in some one of our files, but we have not oeen able to recoTer the paper. 
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C'KNSl'S. 



Thos. Kllis(on) 
(Jforjfe I^K'kHtottd. 
Jeiirian Quick, 
Williuiii Ik)ii<l. 
Hurger Minders, 
Thomas Hraiiicr, wiilow. 
'.Villiuni Ward, 
(ieo. Wa^gont, 
Will. Saiulors*, 
Alexuiider Mackel. 

Will. CliamU'rs. 

IMiiiifaM MrliitoHh. 

Thoma»< Ellwon, 

.lanie^ KIswortli. 

Jurie Quirk. 

Win. Bond. 

<rOuiaz the Jew. 

Uiirffer Meyndeivi*, Jr.. 

MoHes EN worth, 

John Haskell. 

Jolin AIhoi), H««j.. 

William Ward. 

.lohn Vantinc, 

<Ieo. Wugagont, (WeigamI) 

TIh' most coiniilctc of iIm* early (iinimeratit)iis oftlioiuliabitantH 

of tlio iVcciiict was taken in 1782, pursuant to an act of the 

Provincial Convention entitled, ''An Act for taking* the number 

uf white inhabitants within this State," passed March 20, of tliat 

year. It ;;ave a i)upulation t«» Xewbur^h of 1,487, divided as 

foHows: Males under 1(), 429; over 10 and under 00, 252; over 

<»0, 37. Females under 10, 308: over 10, 371. XuuiIkt of i>cr- 

sons making: Xewbur^^h their i>lace of jibode 

invasion of the <Miemy," ir)4, viz: Males under 

and under 00, 20; over f>0, 0. Femal(*8 under 

44.* The several census taken since 1782, exhibit the followinj^ 

results: 



David Sntherland. 
John Davidn. 
John Willson. 
OldDenefj, 
William Fonntain. 
(iomez the Jew, 
ChriHtopher FVhl), 
J(»hn Ankdl. 
Jr»hu AnntyiK*. 
ThoinaM EdwanN. 
172i;-!». 
John Davis. 
Melpert Gillis. 
tlw). SlHHHlwell, 
\Wn\. KlHWorth. 
N'athl. KoHter, 
Franei« Harrison, 
J. Mackneel, Jr., 
James Gam well. 
Steplien Bedford. 
TliomaH Shaw. 
Jof^eph Gah'. 

Henry 

John'MomK 



John Filip.-*, 
Robt. Kirklantl, 
John Alsop, 
Peter lion^, 
Peter Mullmer. 
Melcher (Jillis. 
Henrv Hedael. 
llem.'Elsworth. 
Xatlianiel Fo»*t<'r. 



Burger Meynderse. 
Wm. Saundent, 
Alex. Mackie, 
Cad. ('olden, 
John Slaughter. 

George 

Tobiaa Wagaffont, 
Kol«rt Strickland. 
John Umplirey. 
Peter I^aig, 
Davis Hutherland. 
Peter Muliner. 
Christian Che vis. 



by reason of the 
10, 30; over 10 
10, 42; over 10, 



\'ear. 


Population. 


Invrease, 


Vear. 


Population. 


Intrease. 


171MI 


•2,:J(m 


s7H 


U'M\ 


6,424 


256 


1H(M) 


3.2r.s 


si»:{ 


]s:\:, 


7,7m.'{ 


1,35!» 


IHIO 


4,027 


1 M6\} 


1^4(1 


H,n:\ 


1,150 


1K14 


.-..107 


4M0 


1H4,5 


9,001 


68 


n^'io 


r),8l2 


7a) 


1K50 


11,41.-. 


2,414 


1K2.> 


G,1«)H 


:$:.♦> 


isor, 


12,77:5 


1,358 



These returns include the population of the town and village. 
Statistical tables prejiared in the year 1814, gave the ]K»piilation 
of the village as 2323; hi 1817, 2404; in 1821, 2877; in 1822, 
3500; in 1855, 9250. The census of 1855 gave the following" 
statistics: 

TOWS OF >'GWBi:K(;ii. 

XationuUtift. — Canada, 22; Xew Bninswiek, 12; Nova Scotiti. 12; New FoundUind, 
1: England, 329; Scotland, 11W5; Ireland. 2,800; Wales, 8; France, 24; Holland, 1; 
West Indies, 2; Mexico, 2; South America, 4; (jemiany, 214; Pniwia, 16; Spain,!: 
Poland, .T: Sweden, 1; Africa, 1; Turkey and (ircece, 2'; iMlandn, 2; Asia, 2; at sea. 
1: unknown, 4; United States, 5,437; native and naturalized, 9,1 OG: AlieiiH, 3,667; of 
foreign birth, 7,330: native. 5,437; total, 12.773. 



Documentary HiHtorj' of New York, iii. 996. 
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Z>trf//Mft.—.Stoue,')l, value |226,2r>0: Brick, 314, value $l.a'>8,aS0: Kraino, 1.360. 
valne,$l/i97.7o5; other, 4, valae $43; total, 1,729; value,$3,185.0<.i7. 

/^im/.— Acres improved, 23,244 3-4; nnimproved. 4,078 1-2: total, 27^123 1-4. Value 
of Farms, $1,904,630; Stock, $227,839; tooK $63,M}0; total, $2,196,329. 

CAiircAej.— Number of rhurchen, 24; seating 11.600; value, $190,000; attendance. 
7.7:i0: commank*antM. 3,246. (These fl^urert are estimated.) 





Value 


Value 


Value 


Value 


No, 


Matn^factutr9. 


Ao. Real Ettate. 


Tbolt. 


Raw Mat. 


Manf.Goodt, 


Men. 


Furnaces, 


X $17,400 


$24,500 


$6M,912 


$14l/>00 


9H 


Cotton Faclorie^. 


1 .>0.000 


5(»,000 


Ik5,900 


1 14.984 


309 


Shoddy Mills, 


1,000 


1,000 


5.(MW 


10.000 


15 


Woolen Cloth. 


I :.,ooo 


Ajmt 


10/>00 


19,50*1 


10 


Brewers, 


1 50.(MN> 


r»,ooo 


lKl,a50 


r.»5.950 


37 


Soap Factories, 


4 29,700 


5,200 


103,360 


152,075 


13 


<;as, 


1 60,000 


5.000 


4.200 


11 ,.300 


5 


OU Cloth, 


1 12.000 


1.000 


17.0ft.S 


24,000 


16 


Boiler Factory, 


1 6.000 


3,000 


17,500 


29300 


33 


Ship Yard, 
Sash and Blind«. 


1 20.000 


10,000 


37,4r» 


55,500 


20 


1 4,500 


2.300 


HOO 


.J.000 


3 


Coach. 


1 5,000 


250 


1.975 


4,375 


5 


Flour Mills, 


7 4,5.200 


13.600 


1.36,400 


156,280 


24 


Cooper Shops. 


1 l,i>00 


150 


2,400 


5.1.55 


4 


Saw Mills, 


1 .30,000 


io,oor» 


150,(J(M) 


200,000 


50 


Brick Kilns. 


K 61,000 


22.(KK) 


21,10.> 


74,450 


215 


Harness Makers. 


:; 10,000 


450 


3,784 


27,200 


10 


Plaster, 


2 1,000 


500 


5,100 


8,200 


3 


Stone Cutters, 


1 700 


200 


1.100 


3,000 


4 


Cilove Makers, 








1,600 




Morocco Factor}-. 


1 r»,ooo 


400 


20,0.35 


31,000 


16 


Tanneries, 


2 14.000 


4.000 


3.'i,4:J0 


(•»o,458 


24 


Furniture, 


3 4,600 


3.a50 


7,750 


22/>50 


30 


Piano Factor>-. 


2 1.1,000 


1.300 


7,567 


20,000 


14 


Tailor Shops.* 


1 .''.,000 


50 


10,000 


18,000 


15 


Tobaccct. 


1 5,000 


300 


5,000 


9,000 


10 



53 458,600 187,250 819;M8 l,40<i,477 983 

* The census of 1860 will undoubtedly show a ronsiderahlo 
increase in the population, as well as in the mechanical and other 
business pursuits of the town. 

XKWBUKGH rooil SY.«*TF.M. 

Provision for maintaining^ the poor was included in the act 
creating the Precinct of Xewburgh. The first record in relation 
to the subject, aside from the annual eh'ction of Overseers of 
the Poor, occurs in 1769, when j£30 were raised '*for the support 
of the Poor for the year ensuing." In 1771, the following rules 
were adopttjd at the annual Precinct meeting, viz: 

*'Ri'LB FIR8T. — Voted, as an encouragement to all succeeding Poor Masters, the uion* 
faithfully to discharge their duty in their office, by preventing all uunetressary charges 
and needless costs on the inhabitants of the l^reciuct, and also tu» a reward for their 
good services, we freely vote them the sum of £10 each, to lie paid out of the money 
voted to be raised for the use of the poor or out of such fines as may bt» niif^d for the 
same use. 

"Rule THIRD.— Voted, that no Poor Master for the time Wing sluill for any i-auw 
whatever, relieve or cause to be relieved, or made chargeable, any pers<»u or perwonw 
whatever, that may by law be transported: or any private {person who can lie made 
accoantable according to law; on imin of perjury,* and making themselves liable to puy 
all aoch charges, and forfeit to tlie use of the )M)or twenty shillings and charges (if 
proMcation, to be recovered before any of his Majesty's Justices of the Pea<'<*." 

In 1775, Jg50 were raised for the poor; in 1777. iClOO; in 1778. 

ie200, and 

''Voted, That donations lye collected in this Precinct to lie applied to such i»o<)r whosi' 
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hugbandd or parents were either killed or taken primniL- > at Fort Montgomery." 
1780.^"Voted, That £800 be raised for the poor." 
1800.— "Voted, To hire a hoiwe for the accommodation of the Poor." 
1805.— "Voted, That the Overseer of the Poor be authorised to contract with one or 

more persons to take the whole of the poor, and to put out the children as they shall 

see best for the town." 

The increase of population made it necessary to })rovide 
larger accommodations for the poor; and, in 1814, an act of 
the Legislature^ was passed authorizing the construction of a 
town Poor House. The town voted, (April 1,) a tax of $1500 
for that purpose ; and appointed John Mandevill and Benoni H. 
Howell, Overseers of the Poor, to act with Andrew DeVVitt, 
John D. Lawson, Eleazer Gidney and Henry Butterworth, 
commissioners, "to direct the building of the house and to take 
the whole management of the same." A site was selected on 
Water street, and a building completed in the course of the year. 
The system was conducted with success and economy, as the 
following figures from the annual reports will show, viz: 

Reocipt<: 

$750 00 
3«5 



1827 — House expenses: 






Victualing, Clothing, &c. 


$297 71 


Tax, 


Wood, 


81 87 


On hand, 


Doctor's bill, 


63 19 


Fines, Ac, 


Keeper's wages, 


60 00 




Temporary relief, 


651 75 





385 4li 
17 81| 



1,153 23 



1,144 52 I 

In 1830, the receipts were $2,172 64 3-4, and disbursements, 
$1,158 58 1-4. In 1831, receipts, $3,160 69 1-2; disbursements, 
$1,648 64; expenses of alms-house, $872 72 3-4. 

In 1830, the Orange county Poor House was erected at a cost 
of $12,000; and on the 22d April, 1831, the Legislature authorized 
the sale of the Newburgh Poor House and lands, which was soon 
after eftected, and the proceeds were applied to the payment 
of the county poor tax. 

The county system of supporting the poor continued until 

1855, when the rapidly increasing charges for temporary relief 

aroused public attention and investigation. The subject was 

first brought before the Board of Supervisors by Mr. Enoch | 

Carter, supervisor from Newburgh, and the abuses of the county 

system were thoroughly exposed. At the instance of Mr. Carter. 

the Board adopted the following resolution, viz: 

Reaolvedt That in the opinion of thfs Board of Supervisors, it w«)uld be tor the mutoal 
interest of the citizens of Newburgh and of Orange county, that an application be 
made to the LcgiMlatnre by the citizens of the town of Newburgh for the passage of an 
Act paying to the town of Newburgh Iier proportionate interest in the present County 
House, and also era]M)wering said town to provide a town House for her own poor, tfaie 
expenses of which shall be borne by the town of Newburgh.*' 

The inhabitants of Newburgh immediately responded to the 

action of the Board of Supervisors by a j)ublic meeting held at 




CO 



;3 
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Crawford's Hall on the evening of the 11th of December, Mr. 

George Cornwell, chairman, and James \V. Fowler, secretary. 

The subject was discussed by Messrs. N. Reeve, J. J. Monell, 

Wm. C. Hasbrouck, and G. C. Monell; and a series of resolutions 

offered by J. J. Monell, were adopted. A committee of twelve 

persons, — viz: Messrs. John W. Brown, David W. Bate, Wm. C. 

Hasbrouck, J. J. Monell, John Beveridge, Homer Ramsdell, 

Gilbert C. Monell, Lewis W. Young, Charles Drake, Enoch Carter, 

Charles U. Cushman, and Rev. Jno. Forsytli, — was appointed to 

prepare, and report at a subsequent meeting, an act to be passed 

by the Legislature to re-establish a town system for supporting 

the poor. 

At a meeting held December 30th, Mr. Brown, from the 

committee for that purpose, submitted the draft of a law, 

accompanied by an able report illustrating the necessity of the 

movement, from which we select a single paragraph: 

''PrerioiM to 1840, the sums expended in temporary relief seldom, if ever, exceeded 
$1600. for the coanty, and $600 for this town. The Superintendent's Report for 1838 
ezhibitB this item at $1589 27, for the coanty, of wliich $560 90 was for the town of 
NewburKh. The report for 1839 exhibits the same item at $1658 45 for the county, of 
which $585 90 was lor the town of Newburgh. This item of expenditure has grown 
with a steady and rapid growth, nntil we And it set down in the Superintendent's Report 
for the year 1852, at $12,802 13 for the county, of which $6,451 90 is set down as 
expended in the town of Newburgh. But it is due to the occaKion to say, that notwith- 
standing the figures of this report, and the known integrity of its autbom, the committee 
have good authority for saying that the expenditure for temporary relief for the last 
year waa little short of $14,000 for the county, and $8,000 for the town of Newburgh.'* 

The act applied for passed the Legislature, March 23, 1853. 
By its terms the town of Newburgh was established as a 
separate and distinct Poor District; and a corporation created 
by the name of "the Commissioners of the Aims-House of the 
town of Newburgh." The commissioners named in the act, — 
viz: Henry Wyckoff, David W. Bate, David H. Barclay, George 
Oeam, Alfred Post, and Eugene A. Brewster, — immediate!}' 
entered upon the discharge of their duties, and a farm was 
purchased and the erection of suitable buildings commenced 
under contract with Mr. John Little, Jr. The building was 
completed and opened December 10th, 1853, and was occupied 
by six persons from the town of Newburgh and forty-nine 
(exclusive of insane) from the County House, being the number 
apportioned to Newburgh under the act of separation. 

The general results of the system are stated in the annual 
report of the commissioners, submitted November Ist, 1857, 
from which it appears, that an expenditure of $27,700 had then 
been made in the purchase of land and in the erection of buildings 
ftc., and that the cost of maintaining the poor had been $19,699 
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92, during the five years that the system had been in operation 
— or about $4,000 per year. 

TURNPIKES AND PLANK ROADS. 

We have already referred to the organization of the Newburgh 
and Cochectou, Newburgh and New Windsor, Newburgh and 
Sullivan, Newburgh and Plattekill, and the Snake Hill turnpike 
companies.* In the autumn of 1849, the construction of a plank 
road from Newburgh to Ellenville was proposed. In January, 
(14th) 1850, a meeting of citizens was held at the United States 
Hotel, Homer Ramsdell, president, and Robert Proudfit, Jr., secre- 
tary, — and on moticm of David Crawford, a committee of twenty- 
five was appointed **lo go out to Ellenville, in company witli 
engineers, and inquire into the practicability of constructing a 
[>lank road thither, and the best route for the same." The com- 
mittee employed Mr. W. A. Perkins, engineer, to make a survey 
of the route, who, on the 13th March, submitted a report at a 
public meeting. The report presenttnl a survey of three routes, 
southern, northern and middle, with an estimate of the cost of 
each; and, on motion, it was resolved, that ''measures be taken 
to organize a company for the construction of a plank road to 
Ellenville with a capital of $100,000." Committees were appointed 
to ascertain the amount of stock that would be su'bscribed, and 
the land damages claimed, by persons residing on each of the 
proposed routes. On the 24th March, a meeting of subscribers 
to the stock of the "Newburgh and Ellenville Plank Road Com- 
pany," was held at the United States Hotel,— Homer Ramsdell, 
president, and E. Pitts, secretary, — and, on motion, proceeded to 
the election (if nine directors, and the following named gentlemen 
were chosen: 
Xewburgh—Uomvr Uain^Hlell. K. W. Farringt^^n, David Crawford, Thumtou M. 

* TJie Newburgh and Coohecton turnpike company was organized in 1801. (Ante p. 
113.) Ttie Newburgh and New Windj*or turnpike company was incorporated bv Act of 
tiie legislature pa<«4cd April 2d, IHOCi. Capital $^'),000. Cbarlen Clinttm, Daniel String- 
h;im, John McAalev, (ieorge Monell, Hugh Wal^h, iHaac Hasbrouck, Selah Reeve, 
Jo!M^>ph Miinell. Abniliam Schultz, Uichard Trimble, Jonas Williams, John D. Nicoll and 
Samuel Lo<-kwoo4l, tir»t directorH. The Orange and Uloter Branch tampike company 
was incorporated in isas. Capital $90,500. The Newburgh and Sullivan turnpike 
company was incorporated March 30, 1h 10. Capital, $35,000. CorneliiwBniyn, Jame* 
Uumsey, Abraham Jansen, John D. Lawson, John MuAukiy,Mo9esRoeekranM, Nicholas 
Hardenburgh, Johannes T. Jansen, director.^ The route was through Rocky Forest. and 
New Hurley to SiilUvan County by way of Ham's Point. The Newburgh and Plattekill 
turni)ike company was incorporated April 5, 1810. Capital $14,000. Jacob Powell, 
Daniel Smith, John Wells, Jonathan Bailey, Justus Cooley and Henry Butterworth, 
<lirectors. The Snake Hill turnpike company was incorporated March 24, 1815. Capi- 
Ul, $14,000. Jonathan Hasbrouok, William Taylor, Hiram Weller, Nathaniel Dubois 
tt.id Jonathon Hedges, directors. With the exceptiim of the Newburgh and Cochecton 
and Newlmrgh and New Wind'U)r. the^ turnpike^ have been abandoned and opened a*« 
common highways. 
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Niveo, WUlumi FuUertou; UtHerviUt—k, R. Taylor; Waldtn—K. K. SckofieUi: 
Shawangunk — Jamen G. Orahum; BruyinnDiek — Richard Jackson. 

At a subsequent meeting: of the directors. Homer Kanrsdoll 
was elected president; E. W Farrinp^ton, vice president; T. Af. 
Xiven, secretary; and David ^foore, treasurer. 

At u meetinp^ of the directors, held April 5th, it was resolved 
to adopt the southern route; and at a ineetinp^ on the 11th, it 
was agreed to put the work under contract as soon as $100,000 
should be subBcribed. 

Immediately after this action, those in favor of a northern route 
organized the "Newburgh and Shawangunk Plank Koad Compa- 
ny." and, at a meeting held on the 18th April, they elected 
Robert A. Forsyth, (.'ornelius C. Smith, John B. Jamison, Odell S. 
Hathaway, Kichard A. Southwick, Jacob V. B. Fowler, of Xew- 
burgh, and James G. Graham, S. M. Bniyn and Jas. N. Mitchell, 
of Shawangunk, directors. At a subsequent niceting of the 
directors. Jacob V. B. Fowler was elected president; Robert A. 
Forsyth, treasurer; and B. A. Southwick, secretary. 

Both companies were organized under the general statute of 
May 7, 184T, and the roads were completed in December, 1851.* 
The capital stock of the Ellenville road, paid in, was $79,770. To 
complete the work and pay existing indebtedness, the Legislature 
passed an act authorizing the issue of $44,000 in preferred stock, 
and iixing the whole capital at $124,000. The capital stock of the 
Xcwburgh and Shawangunk road, paid in, is $30,000. Although 
both of these roads aft'ord great accommodation to the section 
of country travers(»d by then), neither of them have, we believe, 
yielded a dividend. 

ItAIL-ROAn KNTKRl»RISES. 

The organization of a company for the construction of a rail- 
road to connect Xewburgh with the coal mines of Pennsylvania, 
was first proposed in 1829, and an act was passed by the Legis-. 
lature, on the 19th of April, 1830, constituting and appointing 
David Crawford, Christiipher Reeve, John P. DcWint, Thomas 
Powell, Joshua Conger, Charles Borland. William Walsh, John 
Forsyth, and their associates, "a bmly corporate and politic by 
the name of tiie Hudson and Delaware Rail-Road Company,^' 
for the purpose of constructing a single ov double rail-road or 
way, from any part of the village* of Xewburgh, through the 
county of Orange to the Delaware river. The capital of tlu* 

* The openiiHF or the houUi pliuik road was relrhnitcd Ht Kllenvilli'. her. 22. A lar^ 
delepitlon from Xewhnrprh woh jirownt. 

CIO 
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company was fixed at $500,000, with power to increase the same 
to $1,000,000, if necessary; and David Crawford, Charles Borland, 
Peter Cuddeback, Thos. Powell, J. P. DeWint, Jos. Kernochan, 
Peter H. Schenck, and John W. Knevels were appointed commis- 
sioners to open subscriptions. 

This act, however, became void — no effort having been made 
to build the road "within three years" after the time of its pas- 
sage. Nothing more was done until the 30th of September, 1835, 
when a meeting of citizens was held at the Orange Hotel, pursuant 
to a call signed by David Ruggles, John Forsyth, Nathl. DuBois, 
Chas. n. Bellows, Oliver Davis and David Crawford, of which 
Gilbert 0. Fowler was chDsen president; Nathaniel DuBois, vice 
president, and John W, Knevels, secretary'. The subjects dis- 
cussed at this meeting were, mainly, these two, viz: What course 
should be pursued in reference to an application to the Legislature 
i for a subscription on the part of the state to the New York and 

Erie rail-road company; and the feasibility of uniting the Hudson 
and Delaware road with that of the New York and Erie. The 
meeting 

**Re$olved, That we will unite in the application to the leginlature for a subscription 
on the part of the state to the stock of tne New York and Erie rail road company. 
That we will also Join in a petition to the legislature for the grant of a charter npon 
liberal terms incorporating a company to construct a rail way from this village to the 
Delaware river, and that we will bear our proportion according to our several means in 
riubscription to the stock. 

"Ruolved, That a committee of five persons be appointed to communicate with the 
directors of the New York and Erie rail road company, and present to them a 
proposition (as detailed to the meeting) for uniting the efforts of the inhabitants of this 
vicinity with that commmy in the sncc«8sfiil prosecution of the project for constmctiog 
a rail road from Lake Erie to the Hudson river. 

On this committee the following persons were placed, viz: 

John W. Knevels, Nathl. DuBois, Oliver Davis and G. 0. Fowler. 

Tlie following resolution was also unanimously concurred in, viz: 

'*Re9olved, That a committee be appointed whose duty it shall be to give the required 
legal notice in the public newspapers of our intention to apply for an act of incorpora> 
tion for the construction of a rail way from the village of Newburgh to the Delaware 
river; to prepare and circulate petitions to the legislature in behalf of this application; 
to draft the act of incorporation, and report their proceedingn to the meeting at the 
time to which it shall stand adjourned." I 

Tlie following persons were appointed upon the last mentioned . 

committee, viz: John W. Knevels, Abraham M Smith, John | 

Forsyth, John Thayer, Beiijaniin II. Mace. i 

Now began the long struggle to secure the eastern terminus 

of the Erie road at Newburgh ; and the interests of the Delaware | 
road, as a distinct project, awaited the issue. When it became 

known that those prominent in the Erie company had decided I 

in favor of the Piermont route, the citizens of Newburgh again I 
i took up the Delaware road; and, on the 21st of April, 1836, the 

I 
I 
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I Legislature passed an act "to renew and amend" that of 1830. 

I By this act, "David Crawford, Christopher Reeve, Oliver Davis, 

I John Forsyth, Thomas Powell, Joshua Conger, David Buggies, 

I Benjamin Carpenter, and their associates," were constituteil a 

' body politic and corporate, by the name of "The Hudson and 

I Delaware Rail-Road Company," for the purpose of constructing 

I a road "commencing in the north ]>art of the village of Newburgh, 

and running from tlietice along the Hudson river in front of said 
I village as far as the trustees of tlie said village" should deter- 

I mine; and thence to the Delaware river. The capital stock of 

I the company was lixed at $500,000; and Gilbert 0. Fowler, Chas. 

Borland, John Forsyth, Thomas Powell, Benj. H. Mace. John P. 
1 DeWint, Abraham M. Smith, James (r. Clinton and John W. 

I Knevels were appointed commissioners to open subscriptions. 

I On the 15th June, 1836, the first election for directors, under 

I the amended act, was held at the Orange Hotel, when Thomas 

I Powell, John Forsyth, David Crawford, Benjamin Carpenter, 

John P. DeWint , John Led^'ard, Christopher Reeve, Gilbert 0. 
I , Fowler, James G. Clinton, Nathaniel DuBois, Samuel G. Sneden, 

I David W. Bate, and Oliver Davis, were chosen. At a subsequent 

I meeting of the directors, Thomas Powell was elected president; 

I David W. Bate, vice president; John Ledyard, treasurer; and 

James G. Clinton, secretary. 

A fturvey c)f the route was niade soon after by Jolm B. 
Sargeant, who reported the length of the proposed road as 
thirty-eight mih's, and the cost as $10,000 per mile. Stock to a 
sufficient amount having been subscribed,* steps were taken to 
grade the section between Washing t<^)nville and the Quassaick 
creek. Ground was broke on the 3d of November, 1836, with 
appropriate ceremonies, and the auspicious event was celebrated 
by a general illumination of the village. f In response to a 

* The Telegraph of Augii8t 26, Hay«: "(ireat IKierality in ceding lands for the track 
we understand iit maiiil'ested in many iuHtanceM. A large landholder in one instance, 
wboiie extenmvc lands arc traversed for Home ditftanc^ by the line, (we allude to the 
Hon. R. Dennidton.) gave the company permiaMion to take without price, any route 
except through his housf. Such u spirit as this will build the road Mj>eedily." 

t A general illumituitiou by tlie citizens of the village took place on Thunday 
evening la-nt, to celebrate the commencement of the Hudson and Delaware railroad— 
the notice for which, to many waM first announced by the blazing of tar barrels through- 
out the streets ; but no sooner wan it generally known than every window in the village 
from the cellar ti the gurret which could show a light was filled with blazing candlen. 
The spirit with which the storekeeuen* vied with each other on the occasion was well 
displayed, for having placed caudlefl in every pane of glass in their windows, they 
paraded them in rows on the awning rails — whicn gave to the closely populated part of 
the vilUige a most splendid ap])earance. The private residences of the ii)(>n li.iiitj» and 
wealthy rcsidentH on the upper streets are also deserving of notice. :i..i ^.i^ luose who 
who had somethUig extra both in point of position and brilliancy ut eflect, were Thomas 
Powell, Esq., W. Roe, Esq., H. Robinson, Esq., and in a most eminent degree James S. 
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I^neral petition on the part of the citizens interested in tiie road, 
the Liegislature, in the early part of the session of 1837, passed 
an act enabling the trustees of the village to purchase at par 
$150,000 of the stock. The subscription was made in accordance 
with the provisions of the act; and on the 10th of January, 1838, I 

the trustees paid their first and last instalment of $10,000. 

The financial reverses of 1831 prostrated the enterprise; and, 
although a considerable portion of the section placed under 
contract in August, 1836, was graded, the work was not con- 
tinued. However, in 1840, the Erie company having asked the 
aid of the state, the whole influence of the citizens of Xewburgh 
was exerted to compel that company, as a condition of aid, to 
construct a branch road to Newburgh.* The effort was unsuc- 
cessful — the Erie company received a loan of the credit of the 
state to the amount of $3,000,000. The progi-ess of the Erie 
road, however, was arrested in 1845; and, the company having 
again applied to the Legislature for aid, the citizens of Newburgh 
again, and this time with success, pressed the subject of a branch. i 

The Legislature passed a law releasing the Erie company from ' 

the payment of the $3,000,000 loan, on condition that the | 

company should secure within eighteen months a bona fide i 

subscription of $3,000,000, and should construct, within six I 

years, a branch to Newburgh. The bill passed May 14, 1845. ' 

The citizens of Newburgh agreed to raise one-third of the amount > 

necessary to construct the branch — the original stoclf of the I 

Hudson and Delaware company beifig received in payment at a i 

Brown, and Samuel Koyen, Esq., who with all the enthafdasm with which his liberal 

apirit is endowed kept up two bonflrea on the end of his dock and continued the firing of i 

cannon ftom early in the evening till after ten o'clock. I 

John Ledyard, Esq., with hii usual promptitude, was moHt active in the discharge of | 

his official dutv, and continued till the last at the bonfire; to him, for bis immediate 
compliance with the wishes of the citisens, and Mr. Jonathan Hasbrouck, in granting 
the use of his ground, are the inhabitants particularly indebted. 

J. P. DeWint, Esquire, of Fishkill Landing, had hw residence most brilliantlv illumi- 
nated, which had a most beautiful appearance from the beighti» on the south of the 
village. 

On the mountain south of the village of Canterbury there was a large bonfire earl v hi 
the evening, and we believe throughout the whole county a general rejoicing has taken 

pUtce Qax,, Nov, 10,1836. I 

• I 

* At a meeting of citizens of Newburgh, held March 4th. 1840.— .Mones H. Belkiup. 
president, and Solomon Tuthill, clerk^— it was 

ReMohed, That if the LegiahUnre shall grant further aid to the New York and Erie 
rail-road company by any former or future law, to be passed for that purpose— in such 
case the expenditure thereof shall be made under the more immediate snpervisioa of the 
state— and upon the middle and western sections of said road, where the same would 
connect with works already constructed, such as the Delaware and Hudson, the Che- 
nango and Chemung canalsf and the Ithaca and Owego rail-road, and yield an immedi- 
ate profit, whidi cannot be effected by constructing tne eastern end of said road in the 
first place, as is now being done. 

Ruotved, That no such fhrther aid be granted, unless it be accompanied by Legisla- 
tive provision for the oonstmctlon of a branch of said road terminating at Newburgh. 
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Stipulated ratt^.'^ The law required that the branch road should 
be finished by May, 1861; but the directors of the Erie company 
proposed that if the people of Xewburgh would make a further 
subscription, they would complete the work without delay.f 
The proposition was accepted — the additional subscription was 
made; and, on the 8th of January, 1850, the pe<iple of Newburgh 
celebrated, with appropriate festivities, the opening of the branch 
road to Chester — the first link in the road to the coal mines 
of Pennsylvania. 

The old Delaware and Hudson company left behind, as the only 
memorials of its existence, a partly graded track, and the stock 
subscription of tlie village of Newburgh ($10,000,) upon the debt 
for which the interest has been annually paid since 1838; but its 
record is a proud one, illustrating as it does, the indomitable 
energy of a comparatively feeble people in thus undertaking 
single-handed n work of such magnitude. 

RANK or NEWBURGH. 

The Bank of Xewburgh was incorporated by act of the 
Legislature, passed March 22, 1811, on the petition of Jacob 
Powell, John McAulay, Chancy Belknap and Jonathan Fisk.J 
The capital named was $120,000, in shares of $50 each; and the 
state reserved the right to subscribe to the stock any amount not 
exceeding one thousand shares. The first directors were: Isaac 
Belknap, Jr., Jacob Powell, Selah Reeve, Chancy Belknap, 
Freegift Tuthill, Leonard Carpenter, Saml. S. Seward, Jonathan 
Hedges, Francis Crawford^ James Hamilton, John D. Lawson, 
and Richard Trimble, elected by the stockliolders ; and William 
Ross and Jonathan Fisk were appointed directors on the part of 
the state. The stock was all taken soon after the passage of the 
act of incorporation; and on the 11th June, the comernstone of the 
present banking house was laid. The building was completed 

* It would have aflTorded as pleasure to have given the names of the sabsciibers to 
this stock; bat the list can only be obtafaied with difflcattv from the books of the Erie 
company. Too mnch credit, however, cannot be awarded to such men as Forsyth, 
Powell, Beveridge, Crawford, Carpenter, Smith and others who were prominent fHends 
of the enterprise, and without whose aid and influence, the eflbrt would have fUled. 

t We learn that the company required, in order thus to finish the Branch, a loan, or 
endorsements which would guarantee a loan, of $145,000 fh>m capitalists in thisjpbce; 
and that that requirement has been, or will be complied with. We are gratified in 
believfaig that the branch will now be prosecuted to an early completion<~7WrgrajBA, 
Jan. 18, 1849. 

i Notice is hereby given, that the subscribers and others, intend to petition the legis- 
lature of this state, at their next session, for a law of inoorporation to eslablMi a bank 
in the village of Newburgh, in the county of Orange, the capital stock to consist of 
Four Hundred Thousand Dollars. Dated, Newburgh , Janumr Ist, 181 1. 

CHANCY BELKNAP, JACOB POWELL, 

JONATHAN FISK. JOHN McAULAY. 



* On Saturday, Jone 15, 1811, the president and directors of the Bank of Ncwbnrgh, 
assisted by the nuister mason, laid the comer stone of the banking hooae, in Water 
street. l*he building is to be of brick, thirty feet front, forty-six deep, three stories 



high, and finished in a handsome style.— /mtex. 

t The increase of the capital of the Bank, here referred to, was made by the sale by 
aoction of the stock, on Tuesday, September 2d, 1852. The increase was mainly taken 
by the old stockholders, and yielded a preminm of $14,130 75. 

i Mr. Vermilyea tendered his resignation for the purpose of accepting the appointment 
of cashier of the Merchant's Exchange Bank of New York, which commeuoed business 
in September, 1831. 
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and tlie Bank was opened for business on the 9th oF September.* 
The charter of 1811 continued until 1830, when the stock held 
by the rtate was withdrawn, the Bank was re-organized under the 
Safety-fund law, and the capital was increased to $140,000. In 
1851, the capital was farther increased to $200,000, when the 
Bank was re-organized under the general banking law. In I 

September, 1852, the caipital was increased to $300,000.t 

The first president of the Bank was Isaac Belknap, Jr; and i 

the first cashier, John S. Hunn. Wni. Walsh succeeded Mr. i 

Belknap in 1827, and served until his death, in 1839, when John ! 

Chambers was elected. Mr. Chambers served until his death, in , 

1854, when George W. Kerr was elected. Mr. Hunn was * 

succeeded in the cashiership by Frederick W. Farnum; Mr. i i 

Farnum by Wm. M. Vermilyea; Mr. Vermilyea J by Levi Dodge; | 

Mr. Dodge, in 1836, by George W. Kerr: and Mr. Kerr, in 1854, . | 

by Francis Scott. ' j 

HRANCH BANK OK NEWBym.H. | j 

In 1818, the directors of the Bank of Ncwburgh determined to ■ 
establish a branch at Ithaca; and the arrangements for this | 
purpose were perfected and the institution went into operation I I 
on the 15th Feb., 1820, under the following officers: Luther Gore, i , 
president; Charles W. Connor, cashier; Benjamin Johnson, Jos. ' 
Benjamin, Levi Leonard, Calvin Burr, Ilerman Camp, and Chas. j ! 
A. Morrell, directors. The branch continued in operation until ' 
1830, when, on the expiratidn of the old charter, it was dis- 
continued. ! 

HIGHLAND BANK. 

In 1833, application was made to the Legislature to incorpo- 
rate the Highland Bank; but the bill was lost in the senate. 
This result was followed by a meeting of citizens at the Mansion 
House, April 20, 1833, "to take into consideration such measures 
as might be deemed necessary to obtain an increase of the 
banking capital of Newburgh." Of this meeting Selah Reeve 
was chosen president ; Daniel Farrington and Robt. Lawson, vice 
presidents; and Abraham M. Smith and Aaron Belknap, secreta- 
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ries. After the passage of a resolution regretting the loss of 
the bill incorporating the Bank, Benjamin H. Mace, Samuel G. 
Sneden and Christopher Reeve were appointed a committee to 
prepare a petition to the next Ijegislature; and James Belknap, 
H. W. Dobson, Tooker Wygant, H. Coleman, Geo. Cornwell, 
Wni. Thayer, Jonathan Gidney, A. C. Mulliner, Isaac Schultz, S. 
J. Farnum, Wm. L. F. Warren, Jas. \V. Miller, Win. K. Mailler, C. 
Cropsey, D. Brown, Chas. Reeve, J. P. Gedney, John Farnam, 
Geo. Reeve, J. Oakley, J. Jamison and R. Clugston, were 
appointed a committee to circulate the same. 
! The petition was granted, and the Highland Bank was char- 

' ' tered April 26, 1834. Tlie capital fixed by the charter was 

I : $200,000. Nathaniel Jones, Egbert Jansen, Robert Fowler, 

I i Nathl. P. Hill, John Forsyth, James Belknap, Aaron Noyes, 

I I Noah Mathewson, and Christopher Reeve were appointed com- 

missioners to receive stock subscriptions. In a few weeks ngarly 
double the capital required was subscribed, and a pro rata dis- 
tribution of the stock became necessary. 

The Bank was organized on the 2l8t of July, 1834, under the 
following officers, viz: Directors — Gilbert 0. Fowler, Samuel 
Williams, Jackson Oakley, Thomas Powell, Charles Borland, 
Jr., Daniel Farrington, Benj. H. Mace, James Belknap, Benj. 
Carpenter, Nathl. Jones, Abm. Vail, Robert Fowler. Gilbert 0. 
Fowler, president, and James Belknap, cashier. Mr. Belknap 
subsequently resigned, and Tlios. C. Ring was elected. Mr. 
Ring resigned in 1838, and Rolx^rt Burnett held the office until 
his death, in 1840, when (March lOj Alfred Post was elected. 
Mr. Fowler served as president until his death, when George 
Cornwell was elected. 

HOWKLL BANK. 

The Powell Bank was organized December 12, 1838, as an 
associated bank — with a capital of $135,000. The first directors 
and officers were: Directors — Thos. Powell, Samuel Williams, 
Daniel Farrington, Benj. Cari>enter, Charles Halstead, Homer 
Ramsdell, Wm. L. F. Warren. Thomas Powell, ^iresident; Saml. 
Williams, vice president; Thos. C. Ring, cashier; Nathaniel R. 
Belknap, teller. The capital stock was held by Hiram Bennett, 
A. k M. H. Belknap, Benj. Carpenter & Co., Daniel Farrington, 
A. P. Johnes, H. ftarosdell, Roe & Darby, Thos. Powell, George 
Sneed and Samuel Williams. 

In January, 1843, the stockholders, with the exception of 
Thos. Powell and Homer Ramsdell withdrew their stock; and the 
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iimtitution becuiiio an individual bank, with a capital of $110,000. | 

Tlios. Powell, president; Horner Ramsdell. vice ])re8ident; and 
T. C. Rinj>;, cashier. Messrs. Powell and Ramsdell subsequently 
increased the capital to $175,000. The Bank was discontinued ' 

in the autunni of 1851. 



giASSAUK HANK. 

Tiie org-anization of the Quassaick Bank was based entirely on 
the necessity for a larger banking capital to accommodate the 
business of the village. The directors of the Bank of New- 
burgh endeavored to supply this want by increasing the capital 
stock of that institution $100,000; but this addition proved 
inadequate to the demand. On Thursday evening, September 
4th, 1851, a meeting of citizens was held at the Orange Hotel 
for the purpose of considering the subject. David Crawford was 
chosen chairman, and 0. M. Smith, secretary. The meeting was 
addressed by Wm. Fullerton, W. E. Warren, S. \V. Eager, T. M. 
Niven, and others, and at the conclusion of their remarks, it was 

Retolved, That the chairman appoint a committee of neven to nuine suitable iieraonm 
for directore, and alHO to flz upon a name for the new institiituui. 

The following gentlemen were named by the chair as said 

committee, viz: 

Thornton M. Niven, Wm. K. Maiiler, Col. 1. II. Carpenter. John Jamim>u. W. K. 
Warren, Robert Sterling, John F. Van Nort. 

On the report of the committee, the following gentlemen were 

unanimously chosen directors, viz: 

K. WyFarnngUm, David Crawfoni, A. \l. Sherman. CDmeliu^ C. Smith, Ada Sterling, 
Win. K. MalUer, John Jaminon, Win. L. F. Warren, E. R. Johnes, Isaac 8. Fowler, 
Charles U. dishman, Wm. B. Jarvts, Adam Lilbum, of Newburgh; A. B. Preston, 
Ellen ville; Miles J. Fletcher, Marlborough; George Weller, Walden; R. S. Warner, 
Washingtonville; Luiah Townsend, Cornwall. 

The name or title for the Bank, reported by the committee, and 
adopted by the meeting, was, "The Quassaick Bank," being the 
aboriginal name of Newburgh. 

A meeting of the directors was held on Tuesday', Sept. 9th, 
when Mr. C. C. Smith and Mr. 1. S. Fowler, having declined to 
serve, Stephen Ilayt and William E. Warren were substituted 
in their place. , 

On the 31st March, 1852, the Bank was formally organized 
l>y the adoption of articles of association, and commenced busi- 
ness with a capital of $130,000 in the spring (if that year. The 
first officers were: Directors — E. W. Farrington, J. I. Crawfordj 
I. H. Carpenter, Asa Sterling, Isaiah Townsend, Charles V. 
Cushman, John Jamison, W. K. Maiiler, Jas. Patton, John J. 
Monell. K. W. Farrington, president; Jonathan N. Weed, 
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cashier; \V. H. (jerard. teller. The capital of the Bank was 
increased to $200,000. Sept. 1852; and to $800,000. March, 1854. 

NEWBURGH RAVINGS BANK. 

The Newburgh Savings Bank was incorporated by act of the 
legislature passed April 13, 1852. By the act, E. W. Fanring- 
ton, John J. Monell, Charles U. Cushman, Rol)ert L. Case. Robt. 
A. Forsyth, Richard A. Sonthwick, Odell S. Hathaway, GiU)crt 
C. Monell, David H. Barclay, Adam Lilburn, Samuel W. Eager, 
Cornelius C. Smith, Rolx^rt Sterling, Robert D. Kemp, Charles 
Drake, David Moore, John 11. Waters, James I. Crawford, James 
Patton, William K. Mailler, Benjamin Carpenter, T. M. Niven, | 

and their successors, were constituted **a body corporate and | 

politic, by the name of The Newburgh Savings Bank." The 
Bank commenced business January 1, 1853, w^ith the following 
officers, viz: Robt. L. Case, president; 0. S. Hathaway and E.W. 
Farrington, vice presidents, and Charles U. Cushman, secretary 
and treasurer. In 1854, E.W. Farrington was elected presi- 
dent; Charles Halstead, Jr., treasurer; and G. C. Monell, 
secretary. In 1858, Daniel B. St. John, president; Thos. C. Ring, 
treasurer; and J. R. Wiltsie, secretary. Tlie business of the 
Bank is now conducted at the rooms of the Powell Bank. The 
deposits on the Ist July, 1859, were $150,000. 

BANK SUSPENSIONS. 

The Bank of Newburgh and Highland Bank suspended specie 
payments, May 12, 1837. On the morning of that day, the 
directors and officers held a meeting and passed the following 
among other resolutions: 

**Re9olved, That during the BORpeiuiou of specie pajmentii by the New York Citj 
Banks, it will be prudent and necesMry for the Yilbige Banks to retain tbefa* specie for 
the use of the town and county; to be need in the ordinary bnsineu of the oonnty. 

"Retolvtd, That the Banks win, therefore, for the present, suspend paying specie for 
the redemption of their billn — other than snch as may be olfored by our cinsens to 
obtain nmall minui for tlie prosecution of their accustomed business.*' 

At 11 o'clock, the same day, a meeting of citizens was held at 

the Orange Hotel — John Ledyard, chairman; Christopher Reeve 

and David Sands, secretaries. After reading the resolutions 

adopted by the Banks, it was 

"Ruoived, That we cordially approve of the course taken by the Banks in Newburgh 
as annoiinced thin morning.'' 

In consequence of this action, the Banks were able to supply • 

specie to the business public daring the whole of the period of , t 

suspension. On the 1st of September, 183T, the Bank of j | 

Newburgh held $23,921 in specie, and the Highland Bank 

$15,450. The suspensions of 1857, were made in a similar man- | > 
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ner. While amply prepared to redeem their circalation in gold 
and silver, the suspension of the city banks rendered the same 
course necessary on the part of the village banks; but, so far 
us the wants of the business public were concerned, our banks 
suspended in name rather than in fact. 

NEWBURGH WHALING COMPANY. 

Among the enterprises in which the citizens of Newburgh 
have engaged, a company for the prosecution of whale fishery 
was for several years prominent. The precise date of the 
organization of this company cannot now be ascertained; but the 
first entry of stock was made on the 31st December, 1831. On 
the 24th of January, 1832, the Legislature passed an act incor- 
porating the company, by the terms of which "William Roe, 
John P. DeWint, Abraham M. Smith, John Harris, Benoni H. 
Howell, Samuel Williams, Benj. Carpenter, Christopher Reeve 
and Augustus F. Schofield," and such others as were thcfti or 
might thereafter be associated with them, were empowered to 
engage "in the whale fishery in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, 
and elsewhere, and in the manufacture of oil and spermaceti 
candles." The capital stock was fixed at $200,000 in shares of 
$50; but the company was authorized to commence business 
as soon as $50,000 should be subscribed and paid in. The 
persons named in the act were t^) be the first directors of 
the company, and were also to act as commissioners to receive 
subscriptions to the stock. Directors were to be elected on the 
first Tuesday in January of each year; the company authorized 
to purchase and hold real estate to an amount not exceeding 
twenty-five thousand dollars, and to have and perform all the 
rights and privileges of an incorporated company, with the only 
restriction that "no foreigner" should "ever be a stockholder, or 
in anywise interested in said company."* 

The company was immediately organized under this act, and 
William Roe appointed president; Aaron Belknap, secretary, 
and Abraham M. Smitli, agent. The books were opened for 
subscriptions and $109,000, or 2186 shares, of the capital stock 
taken. On the 1st of April, the company purchased the ship 
Portland, for $15,250— in August, the ship Russell, for $14,500, 
and in May following, the ship Illinois, for $12,000. During the 

* The act encountered considerable opposition in tbe AaBembl^, as appears from the 
debate on the 18th Janoary. Mr. King, in replv to Mr. Myen, said, that *'the reason 
why an act of incoiporation was askea for, in this instance, was because the present 
tiUxk company in Newboigh was nnable in any other way, to collect the Deceteaiy 
capital for tbe prosecution of their bosiness on sach a scale as thciy could wish, or as 
would be advantageous to the company."— 7Wcgra|i^, Jan, 26, 1833. 
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same year, they aUo erected a large store-house on Water street, 
near First street, and a commodious wharf. The ships purchased 
were fitted out and made two voyages each. The Portland was 
under command of Capt. Cook; the Russell, under Gapt. Brock; 
and the Illinois, first voyage, Capt. Leonard — second voyage, 
Capt. Merchant. 

The business of the company was continued until 1837. In 
183^, Charles Ludlow% David W. Hate, John Harris, Edmund 
Sanxay, Abraham M. Smith, James G. Clinton, Daniel Farrington, 
David M. DuBois and John Chambers were chosen directors. 
In the presidency, John I). Lawson succeeded Mr. Koe, in 1833, 
and Charles Ludlow succeeded Mr. Lawson, in 1834. Uriah 
Iiockwood succeeded Mr. Belknap, and James Belknap, Mr. Lock- 
wood, as secretary. The last voyage made was by the ship 
Portland, Capt. Cook, which arrived in New York in March, 
1837, with 2100 barrels whale oil, 350 barrels si>erm oil, and 
19,000 pounds of bone. This cargo sold for about $40,000. 

The enterprise, however, failed to yield the profit anticipated 
and was abandoned. Receivers were appointed, the ships and 
other property sold, and the stockholders paid back their original 
subscriptions with the addition of a small dividend. The exist- 
ence of the company ceased in 1840; and hi 1846, its books, with 
the exception of an imperfect day-book, were destroyed by the 
fire which consumed the store of Daniel Farrington, in which 
they were deposited.* 

NKW BURGH 8TEAM MILLS. 

In tile early part of the year, 1844, a stock company was 
formed for the purpose of erecting mills for the manufacture of 
cotton goods. The capital agreed upon was $100,000, and the 
subscriptions to the stock were completed on the 25th of May. 
On the 5tli of June, the company was formally organized, and 
John Forsyth, Hiram Bennett, David Crawford, Aaron P. Johnes, 
Homer Ramsdell, Benjamin Carpenter, Christopher Reeve, Uriah 
Lockwood, and Daniel Farrington, elected directors; Hiram 
Bennett, president; Homer Ramsdell, vice president; Daniel 
Farringtom, treasurer; and Uriah Lockwood, secretary. On the 
12th of June, the directors selected the site and soon after com- 

* la addition to this company, an act was paned by the LegiEilatare, on the 29th of 
April, 1833, «'to incorporate the North River Whaling Company.'' The capital of this 
company was fixed at $300,000. John Fonyth, Alexander Falls, John Ledyard, James 
Halstead, Jonathan Hasl^tHick, Edmund 8anxay, John W. Knevels, John D. Phillips 
and William C. Hasbroack, were named as directors in the act This company, we have 
been told, owed its origin to Jonathan Hasbrouck. Bejwnd incorporation, however, we 
believe nothing was ever done in its name. 
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mcuced the erectiou of the necessary buildings.* The works 
were completed and the manufacture of cotton commenced in 
1845, since which time the mills have continued in operation, and 
partial time kept during the most trying revulsions. A large 
portion of the original stockholders have disposed of their inter- 
est, and a majority of the stock is now held by Thos. Gamer. 

The mills give employment to three hundred and fifty persons ; 
and the average payments for wages amount to about $1200. per 
week. The main building is two hundred and fifty feet long by 
fifty feet broad, and has five floors besides the basement — one 
floor being devoted to each of the main processes of cotton 
manufacture. In addition to this building is another, ninety by 
forty feet. The entire establishment contains 17,000 spindles, 
producing 110,000 yards of muslin per week. The officers in 
1858, were: Robert A. Forsyth, president; D. R. Mangam, secre- 
tary; James Whitehill, agent. 

XEWBURGH GAS-LIOUT COMPANY. 

Tliis company was organized in May, 1852, with a capital of 
$65,000. The following gentlemen composed the first board of 
directors, viz: Homer Ramsdell, David Crawford, E. W. Farring- 
ton, and John J. Monell, of Newburgh, and J. A. Sabaten, of 
Albany, and S. Sabaten, of Newark, N. J. David Crawford was 
elected president, and J. J. Monell, secretary and treasurer of 
the board. Gas was first lighted in the latter part of September, 
1852. The present officers of the company are: Lewis D. Lock- 
wood, president; George W. Kerr, secretary and treasurer, and 
Chas. Halstoad, Jr., superintendent. 

NEWBrKGH COURT HOUSE. 

The project of erecting a Court House in Newburgh, was 
discussed contemporaneously with the proposition to divide the 
counties of Orange and Ulster and erect a new county, in 1793. 
Upon the town records of that year (April 2,) appears the 
following: 

" Voted, That a committee be appointed to meet a body of delegates from difl^rent 
towns in the county, at Ward's Bridge, on Monday, the 6th inst, to conaalt about 
building a Court House at this end of the county, and that Daniel Niven. Hogfa Walsh, 
and William Seymour be that committee.'' 

* The trustees of the "Newburgh Steam Mills^' held a meeting on Tuesday last to 
Mlect a site for their cotton factory from the several locations oflbred. We leam that 
they unanimously accepted the proposals of Messrs. J. Beveridge & Co., and have taken 
their lot at the north fMui of the village on the immediate bank of the Hudson. It ii 
205 feet in front on Water street and 750 feet on the river. The troatees have SMored 
an advantageous site for their works, and obtained the property for the trifling oooride- 
mtion of $3,000— Messrs. Beveridge A Co., in connection with the other holdeiB of rani 
estate in that vicinity, engaging to build a sufficient road on the shore and a mitable 
wharf for the establishment.— Gazette, /tin« 15, 1844. 
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The action of the meeting at Ward's Bridge on the 6th of 
April, 1793, is reported in the town records under date of Febru- 
ary 1, 1794, as follows: j 

**Ai ft special town meetiag, held at the house of WUliam WUlSs, at the request of two I 

magistrates and the petition of twelve respectable free-holdem, for the porpone of 
oonsnlting each other upon the subject of annexing the south end of the coun^ of Ulnter 
to the north end of the countj of Orange, agreeable to adrertisement dated January 
20th, 1794— the people being collected, and the meeting opened by Daniel Niven, Esq.. 
Isaac Fowler was unanimously chosen moderator. 

"Daniel NiTen, Esq., having 6een one of the committee chowu to convene with 
delegates from other town* at Ward^s Bridge to consult on the above subject, proceeded 
to nukke a report to the town, and informed the inhabitants that there was some prospect 
of Orange county joining with us, or rather that the members from Orange had agreed. 
or seemed inclined to agree, thai in case the two ends of the counties might be united I 

together to form one distinct county, that then a Court House might be erected at • | 
Newborgh and Goshen. 

'* After discussion, it was voted to appoint a committee of nine to meet othern from | 

Onnge county, on Wednesday next, at the house of John Decker at Ottorkill; and that 
Da^ Niven, Isaac Fowler, Moses Higby, Hugh Walsh, Timothy Hudson, Robert Horn, \ 

Uriah Drake, John Belknap, and David Fowler, be that committee. 

" VaUd, That eight active persons be appointed to hand petitions about with dispatch I 

and that four of them shall be in each District as divided by the Assessors; and that 
John Fowler, Arthur Smith, William Drake, and John Crowetl, be the Committee from 
the North District; and Levi Dodge, Eleazer Gidney, Joshua Goldsmith and Samuel 
Weed, the Committee from the South District 

"In case a union should not be agreed upon on the conditions before mentioned (the 
boihUng of a Court House at Newburgh,) then the Committee be instructed to decline 
a^y nnkm at aU."^ 

Theae proceedings, however, do not appear to have led to any 
definite action, on the part of the Liegislature, until 1798, when 
the act dividing Ulster and Orange, and erecting the counties 
of Rockland, Orange, and Ulster, was passed. This act provided 
for the holding of courts at Goshen, where a Court House had I 

been erected in 1773,* and at Xewburghf alternately. Greater 
facilities were thus supplied for the transaction of legal business. 

Under the arrangement of 1798, the people of eastern Orange 
rested content until 1823, when the rapidly increasing population 
and the consequent necessity for better legal accommodation, 
together with an effort on the part of the citizens of Goshen to 
erect a new Court House there, induced the people of the towns 
of Newburgh, New AVindsor, Crawford, and Montgomery, in 
Orange, and Marlborough, Plattekill and Shawangunk, in Ulster, 
to apply to the Legislature for the erection of a new county 
to be named Jackson. Meetings were held in all these towns, j 

• The flrst Court House and Jail at Goshen was erected hi 1737. It was built of stone I 

and wood and was three stories high. The first floor was occupied by debtors cells, the 
second by the court room, and the third oy dungeons for prisoners. The second Court 
House and Jail was erected in 1773. It was built of stone and was two stories high. 

t The Courts were held at Newburgh in the Academy. The LegisUture, on the 8th of i 

April, 1808, pas se d a Uw anthoriiing a tax of fire hundred doUars to repair the Court 
room and the constructing of one for the Grand Juiy, and another for the confinement 
of prisoners during the sittfaig of Courts. The money was expended by Isaac Belknap, 
Jr^ of Newburgh, Joseph MorreU, of New Windsor, and Reuben Hopkins, of Goshen, 
fWMnissioiieia. For a number of years, persons arrested for pettr offences were tempo- 
rarily confined in the cellar, under the Golden Street Hotel, which was called the '*C'oai 
Hole.^ It was a dismal phice. 
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and the very general desire of the people was expressed in favor 
of the cHange proposed. The county seat, it was agreed, should 
be located at New^burgh, tlie commercial centre of the district. 
The proposition was opposed by the people of Goshen, in Orange, 
and of Kingston, in Ulster; and although pressed with much 
vigor, it failed of success. 

In 1832, the question of erecting anew Court House at Goshen 
was again agitated, and an application made to the Legislature 
to authorize a tax on the county for the sum of $25,000 to be 
expended for that purpose. The proposition was opposed by 
Newburgh, although it came ''sweetened with the bonus of a jail 
or necessary cells," in that village; and the scheme failed. The 
spirit of rivalry between the towns now ran so high, that 
improvements, which all conceded to be necessary, were arrested; 
and so the matter remained until 1840, when the condition of the. 
county buildings had become such that the erecti(m of new ones 
could no longer be delayed. The people of Newburgh now 
renewed their application for the erection of a new county*, 
to be named Newburgh. A large public meeting was held at the 
Orange Hotel, Tuesday evening, Feb. 18, 1840, — ^AVilliam M. 
Wiley, president, Robert Wardrop and John Forsyth, vice presi- 
dents, and William Fullerton, secretary, — and a report and 
resolutions submitted by John M. Eager, in which the necessity 
for new county buildings was urged as a prominent reason for 
the formation of a new count}'. Application for this purpose 

-^-^^_ was made to 

t li e legisla- 
ture, which 
again failed.- 
lu December, 
the board of 
8 u J) (» r y i sors 
held an extra 
session (Dec. 
7,) and adopt- 
ed, by a vote 
of ten to four, 
a resolution to 
apply to the 
legislature for 
power to lay a 
tax of $30,000 on the county for the purpose of building court 
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houses at Newburgh and Ooshen — seventeen thousand dollars to 

be expended in the latter town and thirteen thousand in the former. 

The act applied for was passed by the Legislature in April, 

1841; and the comer-stone of the court house at Newburgh was 

laid in September, of the same year. The building was erected 

under the direction of Alexander Thompson, David VV. Bate and 

Roswell Mead, committee of the board of supervisors; T. M. 

Niven, architect and superintendent; Thomas Kimball & son, 

contractors. The following paper, deposited in the cornernBtcne, 

explains itself : 

*'The Board of Supenriflon of the county of Onmge, haring authorized the erectkui 
of a Court House in the Tillage of Newburgh and selected for a site therefor the aouth- 
eait corner of this lot: It was proposed that an effort be made by voluntary contributions 
of the citizena of the village oi Newburgh, and its vicinity, to raiw a sum wfflcient for the 
purchase of the bidance of the lot with a view of changing the location of the building 
nom the comer to the centre thereof ; and to have the grounds laid out and to be 
fineverkeptopenaaa public square:— which olitject, through the most commendable 
Uberality of Thomas Powell, John Peter DeWint, Henry Robinson, and many others* i 

was sucoeHftilly accomplished.** 

The deed for the lot was taken in the name of the trustees of | 

the village, and the express reservation made by and in the name { 

of the subscribers, that the ground should **be forever kept open \ 

08 a public square.^' ■ 

SUPPLY OF WATER. ! | 

Prior to 1817, the village of Newburgh was mainly supplied 
with water by wells; but, as it became more compactly settled,' | 

it became necessary' to procure a supply from other sources. | 

Private enterprise, for a time, relieved the more pressing de- | 

mand;t and, in 1804, the board of trustees took the subject in j 

hand, and submitted to the inhabitants a plan for forming a stock 
association,^ which resulted in the incorporation, by an act of I 

* A list of the subscribers and the sums may be found in the minutes of the clerk of i 

the board of trustees. ' 

t Under date of August 3d, 1803, we ftnd the following advertisement of the first I 

waterworks: j 

**Watbb.— The proprietor of the works on the tenement formerly the property of 

Fruicis Brewster, of this village, hereby infbrms his neighbors, that water may be had ! 

at the works until other arrangements are made, on the following easv tarms, to wit — I 

For every 5 pails of water, or lev quantity, 6 cents; for each barrel fiUed at the works, | 
6 cents. All persons who come to the works for water, will, in future, be so obliging as 

to call on some of the Ikmily, in order that an account may be kept. Prompt payment { 

will be expected at theend of every month. For workmen to drink, who are employed | 

in erecting any building in the town, or such as are at work improving the rtreeto, or \ 

other pubBc labor, water gratis.'' !. 

t " A meeting of the inhabitants of the viUage ot Newburgh is requested at the house 
of Edward Howell, in said village, on Saturday next, at 7 o'clock in the afternoon 
precisely, to devise a suitable i^an to supply this village with good and wholesome water 
ror all mmily purpo^^, and to supply the engines with water in cases of fire. 
In the meantime the following plan is submitted to their consideration: I 

That the amount of the expense of the oroposed measure (estimated not to exceed i 

3000 dollars) be divided into 600 shares, of ftve dollars each; that each inhabitant shall \ 

be at liberty to subscribe as many shares as he as he may think fit, not exceeding *20 in j 

number, during the first ten days after opening the subscriptions; that none but inhahi- : 



160 



SrPPIT OF WATKR. 



the Legislature, passed March 7th, 1806, of the **Newburgh 
Aqueduct Association/' Beyond this, however, nothing appears 
to have been done until 1809, when, on the 27th of March, the 
Legislature passed an act empowering the trustees to procure a 
supply of water for the use of the village, and for that purpose 
to enter upon the possession of any springs or streams of water 
within the corporate bounds; provided, that there should, "in all 
cases, be left a sufficiency of water in said spring or springs so 
taken, for the use of the owner of the lands whereon the said 
spring or springs are situated, and his heirs and their assigns 
forever;" and further, that compensation should be made for the 
property so taken. Two hundred and fifty dollars were to l)e 
raised annually by tax to meet the expenses incurred, and the 
act of 1806 was repealed. The sum named in this act proved 
to be insufficient, and no further proceedings were had until 
1812, when a meeting of the citizens was held (Feb. 29,) who 
sanctioned the levying of a higher tax, bj' the trustees; but 
the latter regarded a compliance with the wishes of the former 
as illegal, and directed the raising of only the amount specified. 
This was the first water-tax levied. 

In May, 1813, the trustees determined to contract with Jona- 
than Hasbrouck, the owner of the Cold Spring, and AValter Case 
and Jacob Powell were appointed a committee for that purpose. 
No arrangement, however, was made with Mr. Hasbrouck, and 
the subject rested until the 20th of June, 1814, when the trustees 
"Resolved, That we will proceed with all convenient speed to 
supply the inhabitants of the village of Newburgh with pure 
and wholesome water;'' and, as Water street was about to 
be paved, that water-logs be laid before that work was done. 
In 1815, the difficulties under which the trustees labored were 



tanU of the villase, or penons holding real estate within the nanie, Hhall be permitted 
to mibflcribe any Bhares daring the firat ten days aforesaid; that mibHcription books be 
provided by the Trustees of the village, and the subscriptionri be made payable to the 
Treasarer of the Corporation at such times and in sucn proportions as the board of 
trustees may from time to time dlrtct, and emergencies may require; but to be appro- 
priated only to the object of the institution; tliat the purclia^es of springs and sources 
of water, and the soil necessarv for this purpose be made by the trustees in their corpo- 
rate capacity, and be held by (hem and their successors, in trust for the exclusive benefit 
of the subscribers, their legal representatives, or assigns, until the income of the work;* 
shall be equal to the amount of the subscriptions, and interest after the rate of fourteen 
per cent per annum; that the works shall be carried on and when C4>mpleted be, and 
always remain, under tlie sole direction and control of the trustees for tlie time being, 
and that they may at all times make and ordain such prudential by-laws and regulations 
concerning the same, as shall be Just and right; and that the whole interest, rights and 
emoluments of the institution shall be vested in the trustees for the time being, for the 
use of the inhabitants, when the subscribers sliall luive received the amount of their 
subscriptions and interest after the rate of 1 4 per cent, per annum. By order of the 
Trustees. (;. MOXELL. President. 

Newburgh, June 30. 1804. 
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partially removed by an amendment to the charter of the village 
by which two thousand dollars could be annually raised by tax, ' 

for contingent expenses and for the introduction of water. An I 

effort was then made to purchase a spring owned by Mr. Mandevill, I 

now the property of J. J. Monell; but it was not successful. ' 

Nothing further was done until 1816, when the trustees api)ointed I 

j a committee to examine the water-lots of Jacob Ritchie, in the : 

vicinity of Grand and Third streets, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the extent of the supply which could be obtained from i 
that source. Experiments were made by tliis committee, who I 
subsequently reported that the yield was not sufficient. The ' 
proposition to take the Cold Spring was then renewed, and an 
agreement was made with Mr. Hasbrouck for that purpose. The | 
water was to be taken from a "pen-stock,'' wliich had been i 
erected on Liberty street for supplying the brewery of Robert i 
Dunlop, and conveyed "from thence down Ann street to Colden 
street, thence through Colden and Water streets as far north as ' 
the store of Harris & Miller." * i 
At this stage of the proceedings, the court of chancery, (Aug. , 
26, 1816,) on the application of George Gardner, through whose ! 
lands the outlet of the spring passed, granted an order restraining 
the trustees from further action, as, under the act of 1809, they 
were required to leave sufficient water in the spring for the use ! 
of those interested in it as a source of private supply. The | 
trustees referred the subject to their counsel, Mr. Henry, of | 
Albany, who, after examining the act, advised them that he i 
considered it inexpedient to make a motion to dissolve the | 
injunction. The trustees then agreed (Jan. 10, 1817,) to ask the 
Legislature to ''repeal the act of 1809, and substitute, in lieu ; 
thereof, a law for the same purpose based upon more just and 
constitutional principles as to the mode and extent of contracting i 
for or taking the water to be introduced into the village." This i 
action was approved by the citizens, at a public meeting held j 
on the 29th of March, and the act applied for passed the Legisla- 
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* "Rtaolved, That a committee be appointed to contract with Jonathan and Eli Has- | 
bfoack for the riffbt of entering their pen-stock, which contains the water fW>m the 

Cold Spring, with an inch anger, and to agree with them for the quantity of water to I 

1111 aafd hole for the purpose of supplying the village with water, for the term of seven , 
yean or longer; and that Francis Crawford, Jonathan Carter and John Anderson, Jr., 

be that committee.''— Mtmi/ea, Jufy 6, 1816. | 

"Proposala for digging the ditch for the logs of the aqueduct by the rod. from the . 

place contemplated in the contract with the Messrs. Hasbrouck, read. Resolved, That 
the propoaala of William Hill be accepted.'*— 3ftnut€«, July 13, 181G. i 

"Ruohed, That a contract be made with Mr. J. Gilcrist fr>r pivpariug and kying i 

down water logs."— JUmnc/m, July 15, 1816. 
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ture on the 7th of April. This act authorized the trustees to take, 
for the use of the village, sucli sources of supply as thej' might 
deem necessary. In case of disagreement with the owners of the 
property so taken, the subject of damages was to be referred to 
Wm. Thompson, Daniel C. Verplanck and Abm. H. Schcnck, who 
should fix the amounts to be paid. The trustees immediately 
made application to Jonathan and Eli Ilasbrouck, George Gard- 
ner, and Patrick McGahey (the guardian of the infant heirs of 
Charles Mackin,) for the sale of their several rights in the Cold 
Spring. Jonathan Hasbrouck demanded $10,000; Eli Ilasbrouck, 
$5,000; George Gardner, $5,000, and the heirs of Charles Mackin, 
$500. The trustees, regarding these sums as altogether too 
large, applied to the commissioners named in the act, who 
awarded to Jonathan Ilasbrouck, $2,000; to Eli Ilasbrouck, 
$100; to George Gardner, $1500, and to the heirs of Charles 
Mackin, $50. The award was accepted by the trustees, and 
the several sums paid. The deed from Jonathan Ilasbrouck, 
however, was made subject to a previous contract with Robert 
Dunlop, then held by James Law, for supplying his brewery with 
water.* The construction of the works was then resumed, and, 
in addition to those already named, logs were ordered laid through 
Smith and Liberty streets. In 1819, the Legislature passed 
an act enabling the trustees to fund the water debt, then amount- 
ing to $5,0p0.f In 1821, a larger supply of water being deemed 
necessary, the trustees purchased the Ritchie lots, on Graiid 
street, from John Ledyard, for the sum of $450; and, in 1829, 
sold the property, with the exception of the spring, J for $4,715. 
Subsequently, an additional source of supply was found on the 
lands of Wm. P. C. Smith, and a reservoir built near the late 
residence of Rev. Doct. Johnston. 

Such — with the addition of several large reservoirs — were 
the Newburgh water works prior to the introduction of a supply 
from the Little Pond. In regard to this source, we briefly re- 

* The release of Mr. Iaw wrr Buljeeqiiently obtained fi-om .1 . Bcveridgc & Co., his 
HaccesDora, for the sum of $2,000. 

t The reason assigned in the petition to the legislature for the passage of thM law, 
was, that "the general pecuniary embarrassment'' of the citizens renden^d it "extremely 
oppresfdve to raise the money by tax," as required by the law under wliich the debt had 
been created. The original debt, however, was subsequently largely increai»ed by expen- 
ditures for other purposes. Having no power to issue any other bonds, when money 
was required a "Water Bond'' was issued, until the debt reached some $20,000. 

i Ritchie's spring is situated in Thu^ street, between Grand and Liberty streetc*. At 
the time of its purchase, the lots in the vicinity were covered with a j>ond which it 
supplied. When the lots were filled in and Third street opened, the spnng was arched 
and covered over and its outlet conducted to a reservoir m Liberty street. The water 
from it is now, we believe, conducted into the sewer in Thini street. 



• The commissioners named in the act were Lcwim W. Yomi^^ Georgo Cornwell and 
< James Belknap. Mr. Comwell subseqaently resigned, and Eli Hasbrouck was api)ointod 

I tofill the vacancy. 

I 
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, mark, that the proposition to secure it was first made 'in i 

I , 1835, and was renewed, in various forms, until its final adop- j 

tion in 1852. To trace the several plans wliich were, from time . 

to time, submitted to the public on the subject, is unnecessary. ' 

It is sufficient to say, that after a full examination of the 

Powelton springs, the Gidneytown crwk, and the Little Pond, I 

' the people of the village almost unanimously approved the latter | 

as a source of supply; and, in March, 1852, an act appointing | 

I commissioners for the purpose of constructing the works, was | 

' passed by the Legislature. In accordance with the terms of 

this act, on the report of the commissioners, an election was held j 

' (Nov. 15, 1852,) when eight hundred and twentyone ballots i 

I were cast for, and sixteen against, the plan of KU[)[)lying the | 

1 , village with water from Little Pond. The works were put under , 

I ' contract in 1853, and $93,976.91 were expench'd by the commis- ; 

1 sioners.* In addition to this sum, the trustees expended in ] 

' , 1852, $950.16; in 1854, $7,007.87; in 1855, $2,778.60; in 1856, 

! $750.16; in 1857, $1,646.88; in 1858, $4,796.01 ; in 1859, $1,541,- 

I 36; and from March Ist, of the latter year, until January Ist, 

1 ' 1860, about, $2,000— making a total of $115,448.75. The act, 

I however, ccmtemplated an outlay of only $100,000, for which 

sum bonds were issued, $92,000 of which is in six per cents, and 
I $8,000 in seven per cents. The number of buildings supplied 

I is 1,331, and the present annual revenue, $10,000. 15,200 feet 

I of twelve inch pipe; 5,720 feet of six inch pipe, and 24,758 feet 

I of four inch pipe, have been laid. More ample details are given 

in an able statement recently prepared for thc^ board of trust(»es 
by Wm. L. F. Warren, Esq., to which reference can be made. 
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SOTE,— Post-office at Rot»vme.—iiec page 131. 
We learn frum Thomas George. Esq., that the title of Savill was given to the Pa«(t 
Office at Roasville, by Channcey F. Belknap, Et<q., deceafled. in honor of his son, Savill 
Belknap, The circumstances were these: An old gentleman from RossvUlc called at 
Mr. Belknap's office, and in conversation on neighborhood matters, Mr. B. jokingly 
asked Wm why they did not have a Post Office there. The gentleman replied that he 
did not suppose one could be obtained. "Nothing easier,'- said Mr. B., and turning to 
his desk he drew up a petition, which was signed by himself and Mr. George and foi^ 
warded to Washington, expecting that that would be the last of it The Department, 
however, regardhig the application as having been made in p<>od fiiith, OKtablished the 
office and appointed a PosVmaster. 

^OTE.—ErectUm qf the New MiiU.—Sce page 133. 
We are informed by Ruftis Belknap, Esq., that the mill of the Messrs. Belknap was 
erected in 1802, instead of 1798. The site was selected on the o}>ening of the Cochecton 
Turnpike. At the thne of the erection of the mill, there was only one dwelling— a log 
hoacK) — Ijetween the mill and the village. 
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I NOTE.— i:«ricifc Grove — See page 13M. 

I The following paragraph in reference to a vWt of the National Graye, of New ] 

I York, is from the Telegraph of July 25, 1839: 

"One of their numerous marches, in the neighborhood of our village, to receive the I 

I well-deserved hospitality of our citizens, was to Et trick Grove, the beantiftil seat of Mr. ' 

I Hale, a mile below the village, taking in their way "W^ashington's Head Quarters," to j 

which the company wished to pay a last visit before their departure. The entire march ' 

was over consecrated ground — Washington himself had known and traversed every foot 
of it— in the neighborhood was the g^und where the army was stationed, and in the | 

I ravine below, was the revolutionary cannon foundry, traces of which are stni visible.* 

These were all pointed out, as also the remaining portion of the house (now Mr. Hale's | 

kitchen) to which W^ashington was invited to an entertamment, in order to his betraj'al 

by a land of conspirators against his life and his country's hopes.'* j 

I * In the vicinity of the village of New Windsor, and at the head of the Vale, Mr 
' Robert Boyd lived before and at the close of the Revolution, and had a forge in opera* , 
tion between that and the residence of Mr. Walsh, on the Quaasaick creek, as early as i 
I 1775. The spot is, and has for many years been overgrown by woods. Mr. Boyd manu- 
factured cannon, muskets, bayonets. Hoabbards, &c Eager* Orange County, 620. j 



CHAPTER V. 

STOCKS AXn WHIPPIXC-POST NEWBrRGH P<>ST-OFFK'E — MARKET — 

HAY-SCALKS N-EWBUR(JH FKRRV — FIRE DEPARTMENT — FOR- 
WARDING LINES MILITARV ORGANIZATIONS — 

REGATTAS — FIRES, ETr. 

PlllUt' STOCKS. 

By an old colonial law, minor ofl'eiices were pUDished b}' 
confinement in the public stocks, or by public whipping. In 
1695, a law was passed forbidding "traveling, servile laboring 
and working, shooting, lishing, sporting, playing, horse-racing, 
hunting, or frequenting tipling houses,'' by any of the "inhabi- 
tants or sojourners within the province of Xew York, or by any 
of their slaves or servants, on the Lord's day,** under penalty, 
if a free white person, of a fine of six shillings or confinement 
in the public stocks for three hours, or, if a slave or indian. 
thirteen lashes upon the naked back. Each town and precinct 
had its whipping-post and stocks. Those erected in Newburgh 

were situated on what, is 
•now known as the square, 
or triangle, at the junction 
of Colden and Water streets, 
and were standing after the 
commencement of the pres- 
ent century. A map of the 
_ _^^^^^^^ property of Thomas Colden, 
II ^^i^\^^^JjtM(i09/f^^^^^^ made in 1791, shows the 
h)cationof the stocks, and an outline representation, from which, 
as well as from a description by Mr. Benj. Carpenter, our en- 
graving is drawn. Mr. Carpenter states that the stocks consisted 
of a frame resembling a heavy sfpiare box, on the edge of which 
were seats, and that the bar for confining the feet of prisoners 
was about fourteen feet in length and was secured by heavy pad- 
locks. Near the centre of the frame stood the whipping-post, 
which was some ten feet high with arms placed in an angular 
position. The stocks were probably removed in 1810 or M2. 

NEWBURGH POST-OFFICE. 

In reply to an inquiry in relation to the establishment of the 
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Post OfBcx) at Xcwbur^h, Horatio King, First Assistant Post- 
Master General, writes as follows: 

"From the loss of the oldest records of this office, by the fire 
which consumed the building in 1836, it is not within the means 
of the Department to furnish the exact date of the appointment 
of the first Post-master, or of the establishment of the office; 
but, on referring to the records of the Auditor's office, in which 
the accounts of the Post-masters are kept, the books of which 
were preserved, it is ascertained that the office at Newburgh 
commenced rendering accounts on the 1st of January, 1796, and 
that Ebenezer Foote was the first Post-master. From this it is 
highly probable that the oflicc was established sometime during 
the month of December, 1795. As the best means of giving you 
all the information in the possession of the Department, a list of 
all the Post-masters is annexed, each Post-master holding the 
office up to the time of the rendering of accounts by his successor, 

to wit: 

Ebenezer Foote, from lut January, 1796 { Daniel Binl»iII, from Ist October, 1802. 
Harry Caldwell, from let October, 1797 | Chester Clark, from l«t July, 1810. 

From this time forward, the records of this office furnish the 

exact date of the appointment of each Post-master, as follows: 

Oliver Davia, June 17, 1841, 



Aaron Itelknap, March 26th, 1812, 
Tooker Wygant, Nov. 26. 1H30, 
A. C. Mulliner, May 23, 1833, 
Benjamin II. Mace, Nov. 23, 1836. 



James Belknap, May 18, 1843, 
Samuel W. Eager, Aug. 6, 1849. 
Joseph Casterlme, Jr., May 4, 1853.* 



NEWBURCH MARKET. 

The act of incorporation gave the board of trustees power 
to establish a market and lease the stands, and a building for this 
purpose was erected at the foot of Third street soon after the pas- 
sage of the act. The first leasing of the stands occured in 1811, 
when Jas. Lyon, Ed. Griswold, Chas. Birdsall and David Tice 
were licensed as butchers — Birdsall and Griswold occupying two 
stands each. Wm. Mathewson also occupied one for several years. 

The building, we have 
been told, was of wood, 
one story high and open 
as represented in the 
engraving. Third street 
divided and ran on the 
-north and south sides 
of the market to the 
ferry and public land- 
ing. During the winters, when the stands were not occupied, 
young lads had merry times in riding down "McAuley's hill," as 
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Third street was called, and sliootin^ straight through the 
market. The building was probably removed in 1822 or '23, and 
about the same time a new market of i>eculiar architecture was 
erected by John Neely, on Third street, east of the Mansion 
house. Th(» amendcKi charter of 1836, relieved the trustees from 
the duty of providing a market building; and, although the 
subject has since been frequently discussed, the village remains 
without a public market. 

HAY-dl.'.Vl.KS. 

The hay-scales were a land-mark on Western Avenue for over 

a quarter of a century. They were 
er(?cted in 1806, and by the sub- 
sequent opening of (Jrand street, 
Were left standing on a small 
triangle at the junction of that 
street and the avenue, where they 
remained until the 8th of January, 
1838, when they were prostrated 
during a heavy gale of wind. — 
The scales were of j)eculiar con- 
struction, and were composed of a 
a beam from which chains were 
suspended for raising the teams 
which wei-e U* be wi^ighed. The* north end was enclosed for a 
weighing room, and tlu^ roof was extended south to cover the 
beam. The engraving which we give is from description by 
John H. Corvvin, Esq. 

.\KWBUR(iH KERRY. 

On the 24th May, 1743, Alexander Colden presented a petition 
to the lion. Oeorge Clarke, Lieutenant-Governor of the Province, 
and Council, for letters patent enabling him to establish a ferry 
between Newburgh and Fishkill. This petition, after reciting 
the patent to the Palatinates, states: "That as there are now 
many settlements on b(»tli sides of the Hudson river, persons 
frequently have occasion to cross over from one side of the river 
to the other, but are often obliged to wait a considerable time 
for a passage over the same, there being no ferry established on 
either side thereof: That your petitioner is willing to provide 
proper boats and persons constantly to attend for the transpor- 
tation of passengers, horses and goods across the 'said river to 
and from the aforesaid tract of land, now commonly called the 
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Newburgh Patent; and has obtained liberty of the owners of 
the land on the easterly side of the said river to land or take on 
board any passengers that shall have occasion to cross the said 
river with their horses and goods, which will be of great use and 
benefit to travelers and other persons that may have occasion to 
cross said river." The petitioner asked that the letters patent 
be issued to himself, his heirs and assigns forever, for "all the 
soil under the water one hundred feet into the river from the 
high-water mark, the whole length of the patent, (219 chains,) 
that he may be enabled to make proper wharves and landing 
places;" and also that "His Honor and the Council" should 
establish "such ferriage fees" as they should deem reasonable. 

The petition was accompanied by a statement showing the 
"Rates heretofore taken by way of Ferriage for crossing Hud- 
son's river above the Highlands," as follows: 

"For every Man and Horse, 
For every person without a Horse, 
• lifbadw< 



Andi 



[ weather, a Man and Horse, 
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The following were the "Rates proposed to be taken: 

"For every Man and Horse, 

Bnt if three or more together, for each Man and Horse, 
For a single person onlv. 
For each footman, (if tnree or more together,) 
For every Horse or single beast. 
Bat if three or more together, for each. 
For every Calf or Hog, 
For every Sheep or Lamb, • 
'^** For every full Barrel, 
For every empty Barrel, 
For every Pail of Butter, 
For every Firkin or Tub of Butter, 
For every bushel of Salt or Grain, 
For every hundred weight of Iron, Lead, Ac., 
For every Chaise, Kitterin or Sleigh, 
For every Wagon and Cart, 
and so in proportion for all things according to their bulk and weighf 

The minutes of the Council, under date of May 24, are as 
follows : 

"His Honor withdrawing, the g;entlemen of the Council resolved themselves mto a 
committee to consider the aforesaid petition. The committee having taken the said 
petition, and the rates proposed, into consideration, and bemg agreed as to the report 
to be made thereon, and his Honor acquainted therewith: 

"His Honor returned to the Council Chamber and took his seat. 

"Ordered, That the said Report be made immediately — 

"The committee are of opinion that His Honor do grant to the petitioner, Alexander 
Colden, His Msjcsty's Letters Patent for the sole keeping of a Veny between any and 
every part of the said Tract, and for the soil under the water, so mr only as his own 
land runs, 100 foot into the water from high-water mark, under the yearly Quit Rent of 
five shillings, and under the following rate*— (See above "Rates proposed.") 

"Report approved accordingly." 

Immediately after receiving the charter, Colden complied with 
its provisions, and continued for several years in the exercise of 
its privileges. Sail and row-boats were used for the purpose of 
ferriage; a landing-place was constructed at the foot of First 
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Street, and the enterprise conducted with considerable system. 
The charter, however, was defective from the fact that it did not 
grant exclusive privileges to convey passengers, &c., from the 
Fishkill shore. This defect led to the establishment of a ferry from 
Fishkill to New Windsor, by Martin Wiltsie and Daniel Carpen- 
ter. This ferry was continued until the Revolution; and, during 
the early part of the war, it was placed under the charge of the 
continental officers at Newburgh, of whom Isaac Belknap was 
one, and was called the "Continental Ferry." The place of landing 
was fixed near the foot of what is now Third street, where the 
buildings and dock for the use of the army were situated ; and 
the Colden ferry thus superseded. 

This arrangement was continued until 1781 or '82, when, for 
the purpose of establishing more direct communication between 
the main points of the army encampment at Fishkill and New 
Windsor, the ferry-boats were run directly from the former to the 
latter place. Tliis plan was not satisfactory to the people 
of Newburgh; and, as chartered privileges were then without 
effect, a new ferry was established, from Newburgh to Fishkill, 
by Peter Bogardus, of Fishkill, and John Anderson and James 
Denton, of Newburgh.* We have not been able to ascertain 
how long this ferry continued in operation; but as by the terms 

* This is to inform the pnblio in general, that we, the sabscribeFS hare erected a pri- 
- vate ferry, at Fishkill and Newborgh Landings, where the pablic Ferry was formerlv 
kept, and mean to give ftiU satisfaction to every person who chose to fitvor ns wita • 
their custom. We have built boats for the porpose of attending said ferry, on the best 
confctniction for transporting of wagons and norses, with the greatest safety, and a 
good scow is provided for the convenience of transporting loaded wagons. Proper 
attendance will be given both day and night. A good convenient store-house is also 
provided for the receiving of goods at the Landing; and the prices of ferriage is as it 
was before the war, which is one third less at this time than any other Ferry near this 
place, viz: 



Four horse Wagon, fourteen shillings, 
Loaded do one pound, 

Phseton and pair, twelve shillings, 

Ton of Iron, eight shillings, 

Hogshead of Rum, five shillings, 

Good entertninment will be fhmished both 



For a footman, one shilling, 

Man and horse, two shillings, 

Two horse Wagon, ten shillings, 

Loaded do twelve shillings, 

Riding Chair, six shillings, 

and so in proportion for ever^ other article, 
for man and beast, on both sides of the river, by the subscribers. 

PETTER BOGARDUS, Fishkill Unding, 
JOHN ANDERSON, { v-wKn«rK t^«^i«« 
-.V. r. Packet, July 4, 1782. JAMES DENTON, ( Newburgh Landing. 

This advertisement received the following reply from the owners of the "Continental 
Ferry," viz: 

**MR. Loudon: Please to give the following a place in your next issue. 

••Whereas, we have observed an advertiwment in your paper, signed by Peter Bogar- 
dus of Fishkill Landing, John Anderson and James Denton, of Newburgh Landing, 
setting forth, that they have erected a Ferry, where the public Ferry was formerly kept, 
as if uat Ferry was no more. Those advertisers do not stop here, they are pleaised to 
publish their prices of Ferriage, and say that "their prices am as they were before the 
war, which are one third less, at this present time, than any other Ferry near this pUce." 
As the subscribers have kept a Ferry for a number of years, we must be the persons 
pointed at We beg leave to mform the public that this last clause, respectmg the 
prices being one thud cheaper than any oUier Ferry near this place, is absolutely alse. 

'* We an greatly obliged to all thoae who have formeriy fkvored as with their coatom ; 
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of the treaty of peace with England all chartered privileges, 
existing prior to the war, were confirmed — and as Mr. Bogardus 
was afterwards associated in the continental ferry companj' — 
we infer that the ferry from Xewburgh was resnnied and contin- 
ued under the Golden charter. 

On the death of Alexander Golden, the charter of the Newburgh 
ferry was sold by his heirs, on the 15th December, 1802, to 
Leonard Garpenter for the sum of $2,500. On the 24th October, 
1804, Leonard Garpenter sold to Jacob Garpenter one half of the 
charter for the sum of $1,250. h\ August, 1805, the Gontinental 
and the Newburgh ferries were combined, the joint owners being 
Leonard and Jacob Garpenter, Martin Wiltsie, Martin AViltsie, 
jr., and Peter Bogardus. 

Sail and row boats alone were used until 1816, when a horsc^ 
boat was launched at Newburgh, (July 10,) and commenced 
her trips on the 8th of August. The Foli- 
tical Index of Aug. 10th, says: **The team- 
boat Moses Rogers, passed from this village, 
on Wednesday last, to Fishkiil Landing 
with the following load — one coach and 
horses, a wagon and horse, seventeen 
chaises and horses, one horse, and fifty passengers." The Rogers 
was a flat-bottomed boat with a wheel in the centre. The engra- 
ving which we give is from a jdate published at the time. 

On the 26th October, 1825, Ann and Gatharine Bogardus, heirs 
of Peter Bogardus, sold their interest in the ferry to Benjamin 
Thome for $200; and on the 9th of November, Mr. Thome sold the 
interest thus purchased to J. P. DeAVint, for the same sum. On 
the 1st of April, 1826, Bridget, widow of Leonard Garpenter, sold 
to Alexander L. ('arpenter her right in the ferry for the sum of 
$300. On the same day, Alexander and Jane B. Garpenter sold 
to Isaac R. Garpenter their interest in the ferry — the former for 
the sum of $2,800, and the latter for the sum of $2,500, the differ- 




and we hope for a continuance of it from them and all othent. The best attendance 
shall be given. We have furnished ounelveH with excellent new Pettyaugen for that 
purpose. We have now larger Scows building with great expedition, for transporting 
loaded wagons. All such as chuse to cross at this Ferry, at the prices set forth under- 
neath, which are as cheap as the other Ferries. 

**For a foot man. one shilling ; Man and Horse, two sliillings; Two Hortie wagon, 
nine shillings; Loa<led do. twelve shillings; Riding chair, six shillings; Four Horse 
wagon, fourteen shilling; Ijoaded do. one pound; Phjeton and pair, twelve shillings; 
Ton of Iron, eight shillings; Hogshead of Rum, five shillingH.*' 

This Ferry being opposite to New Wihdsor, is the most convenient for travellers. 

MARTIN WILTSIE, 
DANIEL CARPENTER. 

Fishkiil Landing, July 15, mir^FUkJaUPackti, Juiy 18. 
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ence in the sums being made by the addition of the third held by 
the widow to that of Alexander. Isaac R. Carpenter was now the 
owner of the entire interest held by his father; to which he added, 
by purchase, on the 1st of March, 1827, from Henry B. Carpenter, i 

the interest formerly held by Jacob Carpenter. The deed from 
Henry B. Carpenter recites the sale of one half part in a lot of land 
and dock at the foot of Second street, one equal fourth part in the 
horse boat called Caravan^ the fourth part of a stable at Fishkill 
, Landing, one half part of the sail boat called the Menlor and of 
the row boats used in and about the ferry, and one half part of 
the ferry privileges, for the sum of seven thousand dollars. 

Under the management of Isaac R. Carpenter, the ferry 
assumed a very complete arrangement. Boats were in readiness 
to convey passengers every five minutes, and every accommoda- 
tion provided. Heretofore the boats had landed at different points 
along the shore; but now the place of arrival and departure was 
fixed at the foot of Second street.* The old horse-boats, too, 
were compelled to give place to steam.f The first boat of this 
class was called, we believe, the Jack Douming. Another steam- 
boat, the Post-Boy y was subsequently purchased. 

On the 25th February, 1832, Mr. Carpenter purchased from the 
heirs of Martin Wiltsie, senr., all the right, title and interest of 
their father, for the sum of $8,000; and sold (Nov. 27,) one half 
of the interest purchased to J. P. DeWint for the sum of $6,000. 
On the Ist of March, 1833, Martin Wiltsie, jr., sold to Mr. DeWint, 
and Isaac R. Carpenter, by whom the ferry was now conducted 
in partnership, all his right, title and interest in the ferry for 
the sum of $5,000; and on the 26th of March, of the same year. 
Carpenter purchased the entire right of DeWint, and became sole 
proprietor. On the 1st of May, 1835, Mr. Carpenter sold the 
ferry to Mr. DeWint for the sum of $52,000; and on the 30th 
of May of the same year, Mr. DeWint sold the whole to Thomas 

* The foot of Second street wm selected as the landing place, in 1833, as appears from 
the GaxtUe-. "It must be gratifying to oar citizens to learn that arrangements are now 
making to pat the ferry between this village and Fishkill Landing apon a more effectiye 
footing, and also to make a material redaction hi the rates of toll. We believe this pUm 
will be foand as beneficial to the spirited proprietors as it will be advantageoas to this 
pbce; the croosing and transportation will no doabt increase and conseqaentiv augment I 

the revenue in a far greater degree than the abatement in the charges would tend to { 

reduce it. Another circumstance which will have a fitvorable influence in the communi- 
cation between tiietwo shores, is the confinmg the running the boats between the Ferry 
Wharf on this shore, and the Long Wharf on the Fishkill side. 

t The GaxeUe of August 30, 1828, has the following: "The enterprising owners of 
the ferry have built a commodious boat to ply between this village and Fishkill. A 
steam engine is in preparation at Philadelphia, and we are informed that the boat will i 

be in operation about the first of October. The owners of the ferry wharf have done, i 

and are doing much for the convenience of travelers. We hope they will be amply ' 

rewarded. j 
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t I Powell for the sum of $80,000. Mr. Powell continued the owner 

I I until 1860, when, on the 16th of October, by deed of gift, the 

; j property passed to his daughter, Mrs. Frances E. L Ramsdell. 

': ! Mr. Powell placed upon the ferry the steamer Goid-Hunt^, and 

j subsequently the Fulton. The WiUianifburgh, we believe, was 

I purchased by Mrs. Ramsdell, by whom the ferry bridge w^as also 

I erected. Under the deed from Mr. Carpenter, the proprietors of 

the ferry are required to continue the landing at the foot of 
Second street, and to preserve an open and free ))assage to and 
from the public street. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The Hrst formal organization of a fire department iii Newburgh 
was in lt9t, when, on the 24th of March, the Legislature passed 
an act authorizing the election of trustees with power to appoint 
firemen and to have the general control and direction of fire 
companies.* No record exists of the proceedings under this 
act; and it is not until after the incorporation of the village, 
that we find any other reference to the department. Under the 
act of incorporation, the trustees of the village became vested 
with the powers granted by the act of 1191, and their minutes 
show that, in May, 1806, there were two fire engine compa- 
niesf composed of the following members: 

NO. 1. 
Wm.L. Smith. Gilbert N. Clement, <ieo. E. Hulsc. Andrew Presiton, 

Knoch K. Tilton, Minard Harris, John Coleman. Nicholas Wright, 



Walter Burling, John Garshaden, John Hoagland, John Fontyth. 

Henry Tudor. 

WardM.Gazlay 



Henry Tudor. Caleb Sutton, Wm. Adee, Walter Cane, 

■VarifM. - • 



I . 
I : 



i 



NO. '1. 

John Harris. Ijeonord Carpenter, Jonathan Carter, Joneph Hoffhian, 

Jonathan Fink, Jas. Hamilton, Hiram Weller, Cadwallader Bne. 

John Richard-Hon, Saml. I. Oregorj-, Saml. Wright, l>aniel Niven, Jr. 

Helah Reeve, Wm. (lardiner, Hugh Spier. Benoni H. Howell. 

; Joseph Reeve, Nathl. Burling, Thos. Powell, KylvanuH Jef«>up, I ' 

I John Anderson, Jr. Solomon Sleight. Cornelius De Witt. 

The house of company \o. 1, was ordered established (July | i 

11, 1806,) ''near the house of Robert. W. Jones, on Eight-rod 

street;" % and the house of No. 2, (May 11, 1810,) was located on j 

"the north-east corner of the Presbyterian church lot.'* On the t ' 

• Ante page 86. ' ' 

I t In 180r>, an independent organization was formed under the title of the *' Bagmen.** j I 

j Members of this company were required to attend all flres for the puronse of taking 

' charge of goods, for which purpose each member was to furnish himself with a hag. , , 

I The uniform of the companV consisted of a "hat, the crown thereof to be painted white. | 

> and the rim or brim thereof black, and a large letter B, black, in front of the crown, i 

I fftanding for Bagman." The officers of the company were: John McAnlay, Fonman; I . 

Wm. H. Smith, Secretary; Alexander Falls, Collector. Private members: Thomas S. 
j Tiockwood, John Shaw, Robert W. Jones, John Chambers, Jacob Powell. How long 

the company continued in existence caonot now be ascertained. 

X The place derignated was the soatb-west comer of Water and South streets. Sooth 
street was called Sght-Rod street at that time. 
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3d of March, 1810, a hook and ladder company was orofanized* 

with the following" members, viz: 

Jacob Oupenter, James Donelly, Tbos. Phillips, Jr., Xathl. Boyd. 

Eiyah Bowdman, Be^j. Anderaon, Wm. Thayer, Saml. Buit'w. 

We find nothing further in reference to the department, in the 
minutes of the trustees, — except the ofiicers of the companies in 
1821,— until tlie 9th of December, 1823, when a meeting of 
citizens was lield at Crawford^s hotel, and a resolution adopted 
requesting the trustees to "purcliase a new engine for the 
protection of tlie village against fire/' In compliance with this 
request, the trustees, on the 1st of January following, contracted 
with E. Force, of New York, for a new engine at a cost of $750. 
On the 20th of the same month, they purchased the lot on the 
north-east corner of Montgomery and Second street for^the sum 
of $92, and subsequently laid a tax of $1200 for the erection of 
an engine house thereon and to pay for the engine. In addition 
to this sum, the Washington Insurance Company, of N. Y., con- 
tributed $100; the Fulton Insurance Company, $100; and the 
North River Insurance Company, $50, towards the purchase 'of 
the new engine. 

The new engine was completed in March, 1824, and the question 
at once arose among the firemen, which company should be 
honored with its use and preservation. After a sharp discussion, 
the question was decided by the trustees (March 18,) in favor 
of company No. 1, by the casting vote of the president of the 
board. The company immediately re-organized under the title 
of No. 3; and a new Company was soon after raised for the old 
engine. During the same year, the engines were removed to 
the new engine-house. 

In 1828, (Aug. 5,) three persons were selected from each fire 
company and organized as a hook and ladder company. Previ- 
ous to this time this company had only had a nominal existence, 
the trustees having no power under the charter to make a sepa- 
rate organization. An amendment of the charter, however, was 
now passed and the company was regularly organized. A few 
rudely constructed ladders were procured and a truck, for the 
protection of which a shed was erected in the rear of the engine 
house. These appointments were continued in use until about 



*'*Re9olv§d, That an addition of eight men be made to the two fire companies.which 




orden of the tniste8s.''~Jlftfiiil«f qf TnuUet, March 3, 1810 
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1852, when new ladders, &c., were purchased and a suitable house 
erected on First street. 

In 1835, (May 6,) on the petition of John McClelland, James 
G. Clinton, Francis Bolton, and others, the trustees organized 
Washington engine company. No. 4, and ordered a new engine 
from James Smith. On the 1st of July, they purchased a lot on 
Western Avenue, for $300, on which a suitable building was 
erected for the company. The new engine was delivered in a 
rough coat of paint, and was subsequently finished in a very 
complete manner at the expense of the company. 

In 183t, (July 4,) Niagara engine company. No. 5, was 
organized by the trustees, on the petition of Samuel J. Farnum, 
Albert Noe, C. A. Gardiner, and others. On the 22d of August, 
a lot was purchased on South street, a house was ordered to be 
erected thereon, and a contract was made for the construction of 
an engine. 

From 1838 to 1840, the department was in its most palmy 
days; and the rivalry between companies No. 4 and No. 5, was 
carried on with great spirit. In 1840, the membership of several I 

of the companies exceeded the number fixed by the trustees, and i 

it was proposed that the surplus should be permitted to act as 
volunteers. The trustees referred the subject to a committee, 
who reported (July 18,) against the plan. This result led to an 
"indignant parade," on the part of the volunteers of company 
No. 5 ; but the excitement soon subsided, and tlie cause of com- 
plaint was removed by the adoption, (Sept. 14,) on the part of the 
trustees, of a resolution permitting each company to have a 
membership of fifty. 

In 1844, (Aug. 22,) a meeting of citizens authorized the pur- 
chase of a new engine for company No. 3; and the trustees 
(Dec. 2,) contracted with James Smith, of New York, for its 
construction. This engine was delivered in the spring of 1845, 
and was finished in an elegant manner by the company. In 
1849, (April 23,) a new engine was purchased for company No. 
4; and, in 1850, one for company No. 5. 

The introduction of water from Little Pond superseded, in a 
measure, the necessity for fire engines, and has led to the organi- 
zation of hose companies. Engine company No. 1, was changed 
to Excelsior hose company No. 1, and subsequently (Sept. 6th, 
1852,) to Columbia hose company. No. 2. Ringgold hose com- 
pany was organized February 1st, 1854, and Neptune hose 
company, September 6, 1858, These companies have been 
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supplied with carriages of an improved and elegant construction, 
and, together with engine companies Nos. 3, 4, and 5, and hook 
and ladder company, No. 1, render the department very complete 
and efficient. 

CHIEF ENGINEER. 

The duties of chief engineer, for several years after the 
organization of the fire departmejnt, were performed by the 
president of the board of trustees and by the fire wardens. We 
have not been able to ascertain the date of the first appointment 
of an engineer. Benoni II. Howell, we believe, first served in 
that capacity; and, subsequently, Benj. F. Buckingham, who 
filled the station for six years prior to 1851. 

In 1851, the trustees gave to the fire department the power to 
nominate a chief engineer and two assistants; and, (May 1,) C. 
A. Gardiner was elected chief, Isaac Wood, Jr., 1st assistant, 
and John W. Thomas, 2d assistant. On the 1st of May, 1852a, 
Isaac Wood, Jr., was elected chief; John W. Thomas, 1st assist- 
ant, and J. A. McCartney, 2d assistant. In 1853, the firemen 
failed to elect, and the trustees appointed B. F. Buckingham, 
chief; Aikman Spier, 1st assistant, and James T. Hamilton, 2d 
assistant. In December, 1854, the trustees adopted more strict 
regulations for conducting the nomination, under which, in Jan- 
uary following, the department elected John K. Lawson, chief; 
J. A. McCartney, 1st assistant, and John Proudfoot, 2d assistant. 
In 1851, John D. Kelley was elected chief; J. H. II. Chapman, Ist 
assistant, and J. J. S. McCroskcry, 2d assistant. In 1859, J. H. 
H. Chapman was elected chief; J. J. S. McCroskery. Ist assistant, 
and Hugh McCutcheon, 2d assistant. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT FUND. 

In 1851, an incorporation of the fire department became neces- 
sary, in order to make available the provisions of an act of the 
Legislature, passed the previous year, requiring the payment by | 

Insurance companies of a certain per centage of their receipts for 
the benefit of local fire departments. To accomplish this object, 
the several companies appointed committees, who agreed to the 
terms of an act of incorporation, which was submitted to the 
legislature and became a law, July 1, 1851. This act directed 
the organization of a board of trustees, composed of representa- 
tives from each company, to ''manage the affairs and dispose of 
the funds of the corporation;" and the corporation, by its by-laws, 
established a "Fire Department Fund," the income of which 
should be appropriated to the relief of indigent or disabled 
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firemen, or their families, if such eases should arise. This fund, 
on the 24th of July, 1851, amounted to $175.68, and on the Istof 
January, 1860, to about $1200. 

FORWARDING LINES. 

The forwarding o f produce to market has been the leading 
commercial business of the village for nearly or quite a century. 
As early as 1767, we find it recorded that "Many People from the 
Back parts of the Country bring their Produce to send to New York, 
having at lead three three Boats belonging to the Place that conftantly go 
from thence to New York and return back again with Goods, which 
creates a very considerable Trade." The names of the persons who 
i ; were engaged in the trade at this period are lost. Mr. Donnelly, 

! , with whom we have conversed on the subject, says: **I know 

I nothing about events bcjfore the war of the Revolution; but 1 

; have been informed, by those who were old men when I was 

young, that Major Belknap sailed a sloop prior to that time. 
Another sloop was sailed by a Capt. Donoughue, or Donaghy; 
and a third, by William Harding. Richard Buckingham and 
Lewis Clark each owned a sloop during the war, but I presume 
they were not in the New York trade. Their sloops and Hard- 
ing's, however, were frequently in the public service; and just 
before the British sailed up the river, they were sent to Albany 
to carry troops to reinforce Gcnl. Gates. It was a fortunate 
occurrence for their owners, as the British would have destroyed 
i them if they had found them here. The sloops were built I 

I at Albany, were of Dutch model, fast sailers and easily managed. 

They were built of red cedar, and were subsequently planked 
and re-planked until they were so spike-eaten that nothing more ! 

could be done with them. There was also a sloop sailed from 
j here to Nantucket, commanded by Capt. Coleman, a native of ' 

I that place; and Major Belknap and others were engaged in some ' 

I trading ventures with the West Indies. "*" Belknap's sloop sailed ! 

I from what is now Mr. Ramsdell's dock, and it was here that my ' 

I father landed on his removal to Newburgh in 1774. One of the ' 

sloops received part of her cargo at Denton's landing near < 

Balmville, and the other at what was afterwards Pettingale's j 

landing near the foot of North street." 
During the Revolution the business was, of course, suspended ; i 

* Among the papers of MiUor Belknap we find Htatementa confirming Mr. Donnelly in 
reference to the aloops of William Hardmg, Richard Bockingham and Lewis Clark; and i 

alao a paper showing that on the 28th of Jan. 1771, the sloop NewBem, Isaac Belknap, 
captain; Edmond Jones, mate, and Silas Howell, mariner, while on her pasnsge to tne ' 



buuid of Antigna, was driyen on the rocks on the west coast of the Island of Bermuda, 
and, although considerably injured, succeeded in reaching Mangrovet bay. 
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and, although resumed at the close of the war, was not probably 
prosecuted to any considerable extent until after 1190. 

The docks which were first built were small and were princi- 
pally located on the west side of what is now Front street. The 
first dock was unquestionably that built by Alexander Golden at 
the foot of First street; and the second, that afterwards owned 
by Daniel Smith at Balmville. Mr. Donnelly states that, "prior 
to the war, the dock at Balmville was owned by Nehemiah 
Denton;" and that "the Golden dock was then occupied by Isaac 
Belknap. After the war, Benjamin Birdsall occupied the Golden 
dock, and, subsequently, George Gardner. Gol. Jonathan Has- 
brouck built a small dock — afterwards known as the "red store- 
house" — on his own property, just below the Head Quarters, for 
the purpose of receiving grain and shipping flour. During the war, 
the "continental dock," near the foot of Third street, was built 
for military purposes. During the year in which peace was pro- 
claimed, the dock since known as Oakley & Davis's was built, 
together with a store-house for provisions for the army. After the 
close of the war, David Howell built a dock near the foot of Second 
street. Then came Walsh's dock, now Mailler's, and afterwards 
the dock of Jacob and Leonard Garpenter south of the present 
ferry. The Oakley & Davis dock was first owned by a Mr. 
Grosby, I believe. DeWint's dock was the old "continental 
dock;" and John Anderson's dock was just south of Walsh's.* 
The docks were such as we now see occasionally along the river 
at some old brick-yard. A great depth of water was not 
required, for the vessels employed were generally flat-bottomed." 
We have referred to the construction of the present wharves in 
a previous chapter.f 

From 1798-99 to the present time, the names of forwarders, 
captains, and vessels, are fully set forth in their published 
advertisements, from which it appears that the leading forward- 
ers during that period have been as follows: From Golden's dock, 
foot of First street — Geo. Gardner (1798), Geo. Gardner & Son 
(1822), T. Powell & Go. (1835), Reeve, Moore & Go. (1846), 
Powell, Ramsdell & Go. (1845, Fall), H. Ramsdell & Go. (1858). 
From Walsh's dock, foot of Third street — Hugh Walsh, Derick 

* Mr. Donnelly-s ntatcment docs not entirely correflpond with the map of the Town- 
ship of Washington given on a previous page, which shows that Mr. Walsh then (1783) 
owned the river fh>nt where DeWint's and Oakley & Davis's docks were afterwards 
ntnated; and that the Continental dock was directly at the foot of Third street Mr. 
Crosby, too, then owned the lot now occupied by the Brewery; and Aaron Fnirchild 
that now occupied by Mailler-s dock. John Anderson's location correspond-* with the 
map. The lots in question, however, may have changed hands at the time of which 
Mr. Donnelly spoiks. t Ante page 120. 
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Amermaiu Crawford Ac Hacri^ aD<i others until ISOS. F. Crawford 
and C. Belknap & Co. ISIT . F. i D. Crawford 1S2T ». D. Craw- 
ford k Co. 1S31 . Crawford. Mailler A Co. 1S3> . W. K. MaiUer 
& Co. 1*55 . W. K. MaiUer i .S:in . 1S5S . Wm. O. MaiUer 
^1%60;. From John Anilers-jn'* d.jck. f>jt of Third street — 
John -Vnderson ' ISO 1. Jac'>b i Thomas PoweU «lS04f. Reeve 
k FaUs • 1%U . Reeve Ac .>>n 1825.. C. Ac G. Reeve 1 1S2T), C. 
Re^.ve a*30 . who s-ild to D. Crawf.jnl Ac Co. From DeWinfs 
dock— Gei>. Gardner ' 1S15 to '22 .. MiUer Ac Smith 1 1S22 to '24). 
E. Case ^1835;. Houston. Johnston At Co. (183S.. Christopher 
Reeve a»42 ). Reeve. M.»re k Co. lS43-'44 \ From d.xrk fo<»t 
of Fourth street— Farmers Company* • 1S06 to '14), B. k I. 
Case ^814 to '21). Abm. Staggr Ac Co. (1821 to '24), John Mount 
k Co. (1824 to '27;, and by Oakley Ac Davis i 1827.^ From Car- 
penter's dock — James Ac Leonard Carpenter, B. Carpenter, and 
B. Carpenter k Co. From BalmviUe — Daniel Smith and others 
until 1818, H. k J. Butterworth '1819), Selah Tuttle k Son 
(1820;, who were the last occupants. In 1845, the firm of 
Wardrop, Smith k Co., was organized and commenced business 
from the f(X>t of Fifth street. This firm was continued until 
1858, when C. C. Smith sold his interest to Hiram Falls. In 1860, 
on the death of Mr. Wardrop, the firm was dissolved and FaUs 
k Johnston became its successors. f Of the present firms, Benj. 
Carpenter and Charles Halstead have been identified with the 
trade for over forty years, the former having entered it in 1817, 
and the latter in 1815. 

The business was conducted entirely by sloops until 1830. 
Tlie introduction of steam vessels, however, was proposed in 1825, 
at a meeting of sloop owners, (June 6,) and a committee appointed 
for the purpose of making inquiry "relative to the building of 
a good and sufficient steamboat or boats, for the purpose of 
conveying freight or passengers from this village and landings 



* ThU Company appears to have been a regularly organized association and it^ 
boKinnw waft conducted by directors wlio were generally changed annually. After the 
disHolntion of the company, a similar association was organized by an act of mcorpora- 
tion, passed by the Legislature, April. 1825. This company originated, we believe, with 
Mr. Jfinathan Hasbrouck, who was it-* principal manager. The "Chancellor Livingston^ 
wjff run for a few trips, in the name of the company, from the old Red Store-house; and 
then the proJc<rt was abandimed. Mr. Eager, in his "Orange County/- (p. 70,) gives the 
names of the memljers of the company. 

t A statement, compiled from the advertisements of the several firms, may be found 
in the Telegraph, December, 1858. The advertisements of 1798, announce that "Caleb 
Coffin will cimtinue to sail George Gardner's sloop on alternate Fridays;'' that "Daniel 
Hmitli and William Wilson, owners, Daniel Smith, master, will sail the sloop Morning 
Star, from Daniel Smith's dock, on alternate Fridays;'' that "John Anderson wiU lall 
the sloop Eliza on alternate Tuesdays;'- and that "Derick Amerman will sail the sloop 
Ceres on alternate Tuesdays." The Ceres was owned by Hugh Walsh. 
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adjoining." * This action was doubtless intended to allay the 
feeling against sloop navigation which had grown out of the 
disaster to the "Neptune," in November of the previous year.f 
Whatever may have been its object, however, the movement was 
not productive of the result desired. Here the matter rested 
until the winter of 1829-30, when Mr. Christopher Reeve 
purchased the steamer Baltimore, which was placed on the 
Newburgh line in the spring of 1830, and ran from the wharf 
of the Messrs. Reeve and that of D. Crawford & Co. % Mean- 
while Mr. Benjamin Carpenter had laid the keel, at the ship- 



* A meeting of sloop owners was held June 6, 1825,— Selah Reeve, chairman, and 
David Crawford, secretary, — ^to consider the expediencv of placing a steamboat on the 
Newbozgh line. After discussion, it was "Resolved, That a committee, comtisting of 
James Wiltsie, John P. DeWint, Uriah Lockwood, John Wiltsie, Chriiitupher Reeve and 
David Crawford, be anthorized to make the necessary inquiry and obtain all the infor- 
mation in their power relative to the building of a good and sufficient steamboat or 
boats, for the purpose of conveying freight or passengers fh>m this village and landings 
adjoining."— Mcx, Junt 7. 

t Loss OP THB 8L00F NirTUNB. — On Nov. 24, about noon, the sloop Neptune, on her 
way from New York to this village, a short distance below Pallapel'ii Island, was upset, 
filled and sunk. At the time of this melancholy event, it is understood she had on 
board from fifty to fifty-five i>assengers, a mi^Jority of whom were drowned. It appears 
that the vewel left New York under the command of her first hand, Mr. John Decker, 
(Capt. Halstead being detained in the city,) with from forty to fifty tons of plaster and 
some eight or ten tons of merchandize on board. About half of the plaster was put in 
the hold, and the remainder piled on deck. In the Higliland^ the wind was high , which 
induced the commander, when below West Point, to take a double reef in the mainsail, 
and other measures of caution for the safe delivery of his charge. When off Little Stony 
Point, with very little wav on the vessel, afiaw struck her and hove her down. This 
caused the pia^r on deck to shift from windward to leeward. Most of the male pas- 
sengers were on deck, and one or two of the females, and some ten or twelve women 
and six or seven children in the cabin. The shifting of the plaster created the utmost 
confusion on board. The water rushed into the scuttle of the forecastle, which was to 
leeward, then into the cabin; and consternstion, dismay and death presented their ap- 
palling features to all on board. In a few minutes she filled and plunged headlong to 
the bottom. All in the cabin perished. Those on deck were plunged into a cold and 
tarboient element or had been carried down with the vessel. The boat was afioat, and 
when the sloop was going down was occupied by Decker and Woolsev, but without oars 
— ^they were supplied by Mr. Storm, whose oyster boat was just ahead of the sloop; and 
they made the utmost exertions to save the unfortunates. Seveuteen persons were res- 
cue by them and the other boats which came to their assistance; but the rest |)erished. 

The following are the names of those who were saved: — John Decker, Levi D. Wool- 
aev, Mr. Thome, of Newburgh; Joseph Mullock, A. Carey, Jc-we Green, of Minisink; 
Alflped Crawford, Alexander Crawford, John Rose, of Cmwibrd; Mr. Sprague, Mrs. 
Bowers, Mr. Smiley, Mr. Anderson, of Sullivan county; I^wis Broom, Patrick Kelly, 
of Wallkill; A. Pierson of Montgomery, and a lad from Bloom ing-(irove— total, 17. 

The following persons were known to have been on board the sloop: — Mrs. Couch and 
twochildren, J. Loveland and J. Smiley, of Sullivan county; Mrs. Graham and two 
children, of C*rawford; John Leader, ot Blooming-Grove: Saml. Carlisle, Jacob Polhe- 
mos, Mis. McClangherv, of Newburgh; Mrs. Rush, of Wallkill; Messrs. McCurdy,\Veed, 
Uensler, Mrs. Churchill and Cochrane, of Montgomery; John Greenleaf, George Evert- 
80D, Matilda Helms, William Kelly and child, of Minisink; Mrs. Dean, of Cornwall, F. 
W. DeCondrea and Mrs. Trout, ot New York— total 26. 

It is supposed that a number of others were on board, which would make the whole 
equal to the number first stated, whose names and connections have not yet been dis- 
covered. The sloop sunk in fifty or sixty feet water. The owners, Messrs. Miller k 
Smith, succeeded in raising her — Indtx, Nov. 1824. 

^ Half of the excellent steamboat Baltimore, has been purchased by D. Crawford & 
Co., and we understand that she will start alternately fh>m Reeve's and from Crawford's 
docks, towing a sloop and taking passengers from each dock twice a week. We have 
already spoken of a steamboat in a state of forwardne.«, owned by Benjamin Carpenter; 
and probably the other sloop owners will make similar arrangementi.—(;a2./>6.7, 1830. 
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yard of Cornelius Carman, Low Point, of the steamer WiUiam 
Young, This-vcsscl was launched July 17, 1830, and commenced 
running in September of the same year. She was considered 
to be of perfect model, and her owner claimed that she had 
"power sufficient to make her average trips in about six hours." 

Messrs. Reeve and Crawford continued the BaUinwre one year, 
when, some dissatisfaction arising, Mr. Reeve sold his interest 
to Mr. Crawford, who continued her on the line until 1834, when 
she was transferred to the route between Newburgh and Albany. 
The Messrs. Reeve (1832) supplied the place of the Baltimore in 
their line, with the steamer Legidalor; * and during the same 
season Oakley & Davis put on their line the Providence. In the 
summer of 1833, D. Crawford &, Co. built the steamer Washington 
and commenced running her in November of that year. This boat 
was far superior to any on the line, and the competition created 
aroused the energies of Mr. Carpenter, who built, in 1835, the 
James Madison^ a steamer in many respects superior to the Wash- 
ington; while Oakley & Davis changed their boat for the Superior, 
Mr. Powell, too, who for several years had been living in retire- 
ment, now again entered the list of competitors, and built the 
Highlander^ which commenced running in Sept., 1835. She was 
a boat of the first class in speed, her only rival being the Roches- 
ter, a boat then on the New York and Albany line. As their days 
of sailing from New York were the same, races were always in 
order; and the story is, that to settle the point of speed, a bet 
of $1,000 a side was made. The race came off and the Highlander 
lost by half a minute from New York to the Newburgh wharf. 
The steamer Oseola, a neat and swift craft, next attacked the 
Highlander. Both boats ran on the morning line — the former 
from Poughkeepsie, and the latter from Newburgh and Fishkill; 
but the Highlander was victorious. In 1846, Powell, Ramsdcll 
& Co., built the Thomas PovoeU, which was placed on the moni- 
ing line. 

The use of steamboats, however, soon gave place to barges. 
The first vessel of this description — the Minisink — was placed 
on the line by Crawford, Mailler & Co., in 1841. In 1842, 



* Farmen and fMghtera will be abandantl^ accommodated with steamboats this 
fwamn. In addition to the William Toung, which will continue to ran fh>m Caroenter^s, 
and the Baltimore, which will ran this season ih>m Crawford's dock, will be aaded the 
X<egi8Utor, which will tow fh>m Reere^s dock, and the Providence from Oakley A Davis^s. 
We understand vessels will depart from this village on Toesdays, Wednesdays, Thars> 
days, Fridays and Saturdavs. The enterprising sphit evinced by these anwigements 
deserves, and we confidently hope will meet with a correspondhig liberality from the 
pablic^Gaicelte, JV6. 26, 1832. 
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Christopher Reeve re-entered the trade with the barge Union, 
In 1845, Wardrop, Smith & Co., put on tlie steambarge Caledonia, 
and, in 1851, the barge WMIdU. B. CWpenter & Co., in 1846, 
purchased the barge Superior. In 1848, Powell, Rarosdcll & Co., 
built the barge Newburgh, and, in 1851, the barge, Susquehanna, 
Subsequently the Neicburgh was transferred to Wra. K. Mailler 
& Co., and the Minisink to B. Carpenter & Co. 

The amount of produce shipped by the Newburgh lines has 
always l)ecn heavy, and at the present time averages about 
$1,000,000 annually. 

MILFfARY ORGANIZATIONS.* 

The first military organization in the district of which New- 
burgh now forms a part, was made prior to 1738, and was one of 
the companies of the Ulster regiment, of which A. Gaasbeck 
Chambers was colonel; Wessel Ten Broeck, lieutenant colonel; 
Coenradt Elmendorf, major, and Cornelius Elmendorf, quarter 
master. The regiment was composed of nine companies which 
were located as follows: Kingston, 3; Marbletown, 1; Wallkill, 
1 ; Hurley, 1 ; Rochester, 1 ; New Paltz, 1 ; and the precinct of 
the Highlands, 1. The names of the officers and privates com- 
posing these companies are given in the Documentary History of 
New York, (iv. 226, &c.,) from which we copy the following: 

ULSTER \A lUi€f tkefooi Compatv^qf MUitia af th* Prttnek qfth* Highland 
COUNTY. ] undir tki command i^ CapL Tktmuu EUi$an. 1738. 

Jerry ICanw, 
ThonuM JohoftoD, 
Ctsparifl Stymaa, 
John Monger, 
James Locker, 
Thomms WilukniB, 
Johannfai George, 
Jeremiah Tompkini, 
Inac Tompkms, 
William Watts. 
Josiah Elsworth, 
James EUsworth, 
Anthony Preslaer, 
Jonathan Tomkins, 
Robert Banker, 
Thomas Fear, 
Frederick Painter, 



CaptThoa. Ellison, Jeremiah Foster,. David OliTer, 
Ensign John Yoong, Charies Beaty, Arthar Beaty, 

Sergt. DaTid Davids, Amas Foster, Matthew Davis, 

SergtMoaasGaritson, Alexander Denniston, John NicoU, Jr. 



Sergt. P. McCk>ffhery,James Yoang, 
Corp. Jacobus WQyn,James Nealy, 
Corp. Jas. Stringham3obert Feef, 
Corp. Jona. Hazaard, Joseph Butterton. 
Clark, Chas. Clinton, Samael Lnckey, 
John Umphrey, John Markham, 
Alexander Falls, John Read , 
David Bedford, Joseph McMikhOl, 

William Coleman, David Umphrey, 



Joseph Sweeser, 
Thomas Coleman, 
JohnMcVey, 
John Jones, 
Patrick Broderick, 
Joseph Shaw, 
Caleb Curtis, 
WiUiamSotten, 
Daniel Coleman, 



James Gamble, 
John Gamble, 
Cornelias McCIean , 
John Umphrey, Jr, 
James Umphrey, 
Peter Mnlmder, 
Robert Burnet, 
Archibald Beaty, 



Alexander McKey, 
Robert Sparks, 
Jeuriah Ouick, 
Thomas Quick, 
Jacob Gillto, 
Joseph Simson, 
James Clark, 
John Clark, 
Lodewick MiUer, 
Peter Miller, 
George Waygant, 
William Ward. 
William Ward, Jr. 

John Hattys Kimberg Mosas Rlsworth, 
WUliam Smith, Jur, John Marie, 
James Edmeston, Jonathan Owens, 
Tobias Waygant, ^Vndrew McDowell, 
Total, 86. 



This regiment was subsequently divided, as appears from a 
return made to Sir William Johnson, under date of September 5, 

* We have not been able to make this department of our work as complete as we could 
wish— especially in reference to the cariy uniformed companies— although we have ex- 
'' all the souroes of informatkm accessible to us, and have embodied the fects 
The material for a perfect history cannot now be obtafaied. 
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1773, at which time the southern regiment was under the fol- 
lowing officers, viz: Thomas Ellison, colonel; Charles Clinton, 
lieutenant colonel ; Cadwallader Colden, Jr., major, and Johannes 
Jansen, adjutant. The first company in the regiment was located 
in Newburgh and was composed as follows, viz: Jonathan Has- 
brouck, captain; Samuel Sands, 1st lieutenant; Wolvert Acker, 
2d lieutenant; Cornelius Uasbrouck, ensign; four sergeants, four 
corporals, one drummer, and one hundred and forty-one privates.* 
On the 22d of August, 1775, the Provincial Congress of New 
York passed a law for re-organizing the militia, under the pro- 
visions of which the counties of Ulster and Orange formed the 
fourth brigade, which was composed of four regiments command- 
ed respectively by Cols. Johannes Hardenbergh, James Clinton, 
Levi Pauling and Jonathan Hasbrouck. The officers in Col. 
Hasbrouck's regiment were: Johannes Hardenbergh, Jr., lieu- 
tenant colonel; Johannes Jansen, Jr., and Lewis DuBois, majors; 
Abraham Schoonmaker, adjutant, and Isaac Belknap, quarter 
master.f The several companies of the regiment were also re- 
organized, two of which were located in Newburgh and were 
commanded respectively by Samuel Clark and Arthur Smith.J 
In March, 1775, the regiment was composed of eleven companies, 
as appears from the following return, viz: 

"Newbuboh, March 20th. 1775. 

"A trne state of the regiment of Militia in the County of Ulster, whereof Jonathan 
Hasbroack in colonel, consiHting of eleven companies. 

"Mv whole regiment consists of six hundred and eight men, officers incladed; like- 
wise four hnndred and fifty fire-locks; two hundred and ninety-three swords; one hun- 
dred and eighty-eight catridge boxes; thirty-two pounds of powder, one hundred and 
twenty pounds of lead. 

"A true state of my regiment after the fourth man was selected as a minute man, 
according to the resolTcs of your Honorable House. Given under my band the day and 
date above mentioned. J. HASBROUCK, Col." 

It will be borne in mind, that, during the war, each State was 

required to furnish a certain quota of troops to the continental 

line, which was made up by enlistment, and by drafts upon the 

several regiments of militia, while the latter were expected to be 

in service to resist invasion as well as to furnish men for special 

purposes connected with the defence of the State. Neither the 

number nor the names of the men drawn from Col. Hasbrouck's 

regiment for the regular service, can now be ascertained; but 

we have already shown that it was actively employed during 

a large portion of the war in guarding the Highlands, and shared 

* We give all the names embraced in the return. See Ellison Papers, Head Quarters. 

t The commisnions were dated October 25th, 1775. Mr. Belknap, however, did not 
fill the post to which he was appointed— the name of another person having been acci- 
dentally inserted in the oommisBion. t Ante page 56. 



MILITARY OBOANIZATI0N8. 



188 



largely in the memorable defence of forts Montgomery and 
Clinton, Oct. 6, 1777. 

Since the revolution, several changes have occurred in the 
boundaries of this military district, and the regiment has been 
variously numbered the 4th, the 14th, and subsequently the 19th; 
but, as our duty is confined to the military organizations of the 
town, it is not necessary that we should trace these changes. 
The field officers, however, have been as follows, viz: 

Colanet. 



DaU. 

1792 

1798 

1804 

1808-12 

1813 

1814-lG 

1817 

1818 

1819-20 

1821-22-23 

1824-25-2G 

1829 

1830 

1831-32-33 

1834-35 

1830-37 

1838-40 

1841 

1843 

1843 

1845-57 

1858^9 

1860 



George Denniston, 
lieonard Smith, 



ChauDoey Belknap. 



Isaac Belknan, Jr. 
elknap. 

do 
William H. FalU,t 

do 
John W. Brown ,t 
Ciardiner Thomprton4 

do 

do 
baac R. Carpenter,! 
John I). Phi1lip«,t 
Odell S. Hathaway ,t 

do 

do 
Stephen i\ Pannenter, 

do 

do 



Lieut. Colonel. Major. 

George Denniston, commanding. 
Leonard Smith, 

do command. 
Isaac Belknap, Jr. 

do command. 
Chaoncey Belknap, 
Edmund Grinwold.f 
William H. FalU, 
James Butterworth. 
Daniel Tooker, 
Gardiner Thorn pHon, 
liwac li. Ciupenter. 

do 

do 
John D. PhillipH. 
Odell S. Hathaway. 
XeLson Ifouiiton, 

do 
Stephen C. Parmenter, 
Adam LUbum,|| 

do 
William R Brown, 

do 



Sly. 

Chauncey Belknap. 
Edmund (friifwola. 
WUliam H. Falln. 
James Butterworth, 
Daniel Tooker. 
Zadoch Lewis. 
Charles H. Sly. 

John D. PhUlips. 

do 
Wm.C.Ha8brouck.§ 
Orson Tarbell. 

do 
Stephen C.Parmcnter 
Adam Lilbum, 
Peter M. Jones.|| 
William R Brown. 
James I/>w. 

do 



Brigadier Generate.— \79S, Joseph Hasbrouck; 1808, JoHiah Robinson; 1813, Leon- 
ard Smith; 1816, Isaac Belknap, Jr.; 1819, Chauncey Belknap; 1823, John Jansen; 
1825, GUbert 0. Fowler; 1827, Daniel lieFever; 1830, Charles Borland; 1837, John 
McBride; 1843, Moses I. Decker; 1845, Alfred D. Hurtin; 1846, William C. LitUe; 1854, 
Henry A. Samson; 1857, William W. Scrugham; 1860, Stephen C. Pannenter. 

Following the example of New £ngland, the Province of New 

York, on the 6th of August, ltt5, adopted a plan for organizing 

companies of minute men. This plan provided that counties, 

cities and precincts should be divided, by their respective local 

committees, so that in each district a company should be formed 

composed of eighty-three able-bodied men, including officers — the 

latter to consist of one captain, two lieutenants, one ensign, four 

sergeants, four corporals, one clerk, one drummer, and one fifer. 

The companies thus organized were to be embodied in regiments 

within their respective regiment districts, or as a distinct branch 

of the militia, and held in readiness to march at a moment's 

notice. In the southern district of Ulster, three companies 

were speedily organized, one at Newburgh, one at New Windsor 

t Resigned. § Appointed Brigade Inspector. || Removed from District 

t Col. Thompiion was thrown upon the pommel of hiri saddle, at the annual parade, 

October, 1833, an4 receiyed injuries which terminated his life on the 6th of January, 1834. 

He held atfon-commifHtoned office in 1810, and was on duty on Staten Island in 1812. 
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and one at New Marlborongh, the former under the command of 
Uriah Drake, captain; Jacob Lawrence, Ist lieutenant; William 
Erwin, 2d lieutenant; and Thomas Dunn, ensign. Companies 
were also organized in other parts of the district, and the regiment 
was placed under the following officers, viz: Thomas Palmer, 
colonel ; Thomas Johnson, Jr., lieutenant colonel ; Arthur Parks, 
1st major; Samuel Logan, 2d major; Severyn Bruyn, adjutant; 
Isaac Belknap, quarter master. The plan, however, was not 
satisfactory in its operation, and it was abolished, June, 1776.* 

On the 23d of Julyri776, the Provincial Convention directed 
the organization of companies of Rangers, for the protection of 
the inhabitants of the northern and south-western frontiers of 
the State. These companies were to hold themselves in constant 
readiness for service, with a view especially to prevent the in- 
cursions of Indians and Tories. They were, however, to be 
confined entirely to the counties in which they were organized, 
unless by the mutual consent of the committees of adjoining 
counties, or unless otherwise directed by the Convention. For 
tliis service, 201 men were raised in the county of Ulster, and 
were divided into three companies, each composed of one captain, 
two lieutenants, three sergeants, three corporals, and. fifty-eight 
privates. A bounty of $25 was offered to each person enlisting, 
and the pay was regulated as follows, viz: Captains, 16s; lieuten- 
ants, 14s; and 10s to non-commissioned officers and privates, per 
week, in addition to expenses and subsistence. 

The three companies for Ulster county were formally organized 
in July, when Isaac Belknap, Jacob R. DeWitt and Elias Has- 
brouck were appointed captains. f Capt. Belknap's company was 
in service until May 31, 1777, when, from the difficulties experi- 
enced in recruiting, it was disbanded. While in the employ of 
the State, however, the company adhered pretty closely to that 
part of the agreement which confined its service to its own 
county. As the incursions of the enemy were only occasional, 
the company found plenty of leisure and good pay. This did 
not altogether please Gov. Clinton, who solicited the Convention 
to place it under his command that he might "work the gentry a 
little." The request was granted, and the Governor kept the 
company busy at the forts in the Highlands and in chasing Tories 
through Duchess county.J 

The close of the war of the revolution brought with it a relaxa- 

♦ Joomal Prov. Con., 114, 135, 188, 203, 229, Ac 

fAnte page 69. t Jour. Ptot. Con., 636, 698, 728, 764, 790, 813, kc 
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tion of military discipline, and it is probable that prior to the 
adoption of the federal constitution, very little attention was 
given to the organization of the militia. Under the provisions 
of that instrument, as well as the laws passed by the State legis- 
lature on the subject, however, the military spirit of the heroic 
age of the Republic soon revived, and led to the organization of 
uniformed militia companies. In the regimental district of which 
Newburgh was a part, five companies of this class were formed 
prior to the year 1806, which we notice in their order, viz: 

1. Uie Orange Htisaars. — This company was organized in 1793. 
At that time it had its head quarters in the town of Montgomery, 
but subsequently removed them to Belknapviile in Newburgh. 
It was for many years under the command of William Wright, 
of this town. It was on duty in 1812, and it was again called to 
the field during the anti-rent troubles. It was detached from the 
2d regiment of cavalry, August 30, 1844, and attached to the 14th 
regiment. The history of the company was referred to by Mr. 
Hugh B. Bull, in an address delivered by him, at the presentation 
of a stand of colors to the corps, August 9, 1855, as follows : 

"This com|MUiy of cavalir has been in existence for more than six decades of yean 
without an interr^nam. It was organized shortly after the Revolutionary war, under 
the aospioes of Joseph Barbour, a patriotic citizen of the town of Montgomery, who 
some tmrty years or more since, went to that rest which awaits the soldier, eqnall v with 
others of our race. His descendants and kindred are among the most respectable and 
honorable of our county. His commission beam date October 9, 1793, under the hand 
and seal of his excellency George Clinton, the then (^vemor of our state. This compa- 
ny has preserved an actual existence flnom that until the present i>eriod. It has been 



lied in succession under Barbour, and Milliken; and, in what is called the war 
of 1812, when the design was formed by the perfidious foe, to humble and crush oar 
infiint nation, this troop rallied on Brooklyn Heights, and bore their part in turning 
back the invader, and averting the tide of desolation that was about to flow over oar 
domains. Also, under Hill, Waugh, and that indomitable and energetic soldier, William 
Wright, who, for a quarter of a century or more, caused his ardent soldiery to appear at 
his odl, and they in turn responded with alacrity. He has sustained this corps daring 

" - ' ' ) and favorable legislation. Hks 

.)t. William C. Brewster, who ia 
' the soldier.-^ 

2. Capl. Acker's Company of Cavalry. — A company of cavalry 
was organized under the command of William Acker, about the 
year 1804, and continued in existence until 1837 or '38. It was 
composed of members residing in the north part of the town and 
in the adjoining towns of Ulster county; and was in service 
on Long Island in 1812-13. Capt. Acker was succeeded, we 
believe, by Nathaniel DuBois who served as captain for several 
years. The last captain of the company was Robert D. Mapes, 
of Marlborough. The uniform of the company consisted of red 
coats with buff facings, and buff pantaloons. 

3. The Republican Blues. — This company was probably formed 
about the commencement of the present century. It appears to 
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have been in a very flourishing condition in 1807, (when it stood 
on the roll of the regiment as company No. 1,) and to have 
continued so until 1812-14. It was composed almost entirely of 
natives of Ireland or their descendants, and hence was familiarly 
known as the "Irish Blues." Very few companies in the State 
exhibited a more patriotic spirit than did the Blues. In 1807, 
during the discussions which eventuated in the second war with 
England, it tendered its services to the Governor to aid in the 
public defence, and from that time until 1812, when it was order- 
ed to Statcn Island, it stood ready to take the field. From the 
time of its organization until 1813, it was under the command of 
Alexander Denniston.* Its officers, in 1809, were: Alex. Dennis- 
ton, captain; George Gordon, 1st sergeant; James Alexander, 
2d; Paul Stewart, 3d; Thomas Kelso, 4th; William Camack, Ist 
corporal; John Kernochan, 2d; James Coleman, 3d; Isaiah Titus, 
4th. From 1813 to 1815, it was under the command of James 
Hamilton. Its uniform consisted of a blue dress, and caps 
made in tbc form of a Roman helmet. The organization of 
the company was so broken up during the war, that its disband- 
ment took place June 3, 1815, "in consequence of not having a 
complement of men agreeable to the statute." 

4. CapL BirdsdVH Company, — The date of the organization of 
this company cannot now be ascertained. In 1809, it stood on 
the roll of the regiment as "company No. 2," and was then under 
the command of the following officers, viz: Chas. Birdsall, captain; 
Abel Belknap, 1st sergeant; John Polhamus, 2d; Jere. Albertson, 
3d; Briggs Belknap, 4th; George Marvin, 1st corporal; Wm. P. 
Hatch, 2d; David Sands, 3d; Joseph Albertson, 4th. These 
officers served until 1814, when Robert Gardiner was elected 
lieutenant, and Sylvester Roe, ensign. The uniform of the com- 
pany was the same as that worn by the "Republican Blues," with 
the exception of the facings of the coat; and like its contempo- 
rary, it was was in service on Staten Island in 1812.t The same 
causes which led to the disbandment of the former, struck the 
latter from the roll of the regiment, June 3d, 1816. 

5. Capt, ButterworlKs ArtiUery Company. — This company was 
organized November 2d, 1804, and had its head quarters at 

* In 1812, (Nov. 30,) Capt. DeuniHton propoeed the organization of a companj of 
yolanteers, to Herve for one year or during the war, and succeeded in enlisting about 
fifty men, who elected Jonathan Gidney captain. The company went to New York, 
ana there formed part of a detatched regiment of riflemen. Denniston was appointed 
m^jor in this regiment, and the vacancy thus created in the captaincy of the ''Bines*' 
was filled by James Hamilton. 

t Ante pages 114, 116 
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the Mcintosh house on Liberty street. It was first under the 
command of William Ross, who served as captain until 1810 
or '11, when he was succeeded by Henry Butterworth. Its head 
quarters were then removed to Balmville, where an aitillery house 
was erected. In 1812, while under the command of Capt. But- 
terworth, the company was stationed on Staten Island. We 
have not been able to obtain any positive facts in reference to 
its subsequent history, but have been informed that Charles 
Clinton was its captain in 1819 or '20; in 1822, James Kelso, 
captain; Robt. Lockwood, Ist lieutenant; Gilbert Holmes, ensign; 
1829, John B. Cromwell, captain; and afterwards Thornton M. 
Niven. As the artillery was embraced in a separate regiment, 
(of which T. D. Lander was colonel,) the roster of the 19th con- 
tains very little in reference to this company.* 

In addition to the uniformed companies, there were three com- 
panies of militia which, in 1812, were known as follows, viz: 
"No. 4, or Capt. Daniel T. Smith's Company"— Daniel T. Smith, 
captain; Daniel Tooker, 1st sergeant; Nathl. Tooker, 2d; James 
Waring, 3d; Henry Cosman, drummer. "No. 5, or Capt. Seth 
Belknap's Company" — Seth Belknap captain; Chas. Humphrey, 
1st sergeant; Sovreign B. Anderson, 2d; James Crawford, 3d; 
Wm. Belknap, 4th; Hezekiah Fairchild, 1st corporal; Jas. Way- 
land, 2d; Robt. Gourlay, 3d; John Wood, Jr., 4th. "No. 7, or 
Capt.Falls' Company" — William H.Falls, captain; Robt. Lawson, 
lieutenant; James Belknap, Ist sergeant; James M. Gardiner, 2d; 
Wm. W. Sackett, 3d; Stephen Belknap, 4th; Gilbert W. Crissey, 
1st corporal; Samuel G. Sneden, 2d; Gardiner Thompson, 3d; 
Daniel Gidney, 4th. These companies continued in existence, we 
believe, until 1846.t 

In 1817, James Belknap, John W. Brown and others succeeded 
in effecting the organization of a company of infantry, which 
was subsequently known as '^The Bdl-Bution Company.'^ The 
first officers of this company were: James Belknap,^ captain; 
William Smith, lieutenant; John W. Brown, ensign. In 1822, 
William Smith§ was captain; Samuel G. Sneden, lieutenant; and 

* The cavalry were also organized in a separate regiment, which will explain the 
absence of those companies from the roll of this regiment and the difficulty of procaring 
aathentic information. 

t The uniformed companies foiled to make up the onota ordered fh)m the regiment, 
in 1813, and the militia were ordered out to supply tne deficiency. Under this order, 
these companies were stationed at Harlem Helgnts for three monttis. 

t Mr. Belknap was appointed Adjutant in 1812, and held the station until the close of 
the war. In IS21 or '22 he was appointed Brigade Inspector. 

§ William Smith was a son of I>aniel Smith, of Balmville. He was captain of the 
steamer "Black Hawk" when the difficulty occurred between that vessel and the Cuban 
authorities, during3(r. Fillmore's administration. 
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Frederick W. Farnam, ensign. In 1824, Charles Niven, captain; 
Thomas Smith, lieutenant; and E. W. Farrington, ensign. The 
uniform of the company consisted of a blue short jacket orna- 
mented with bell-buttons, blue pantaloons, and a cap with orna- 
ment and plume. It was disbanded, we believe, in 1824, and its 
active members united with the other military associations of 
the town which were — 

1. The Village Guards. — ^This company was organized in 1822, 
under the command of Henry B. Myers. Its uniform consisted of 
a blue cloth coat, white vest and pantaloons, a black stock or 
cravat, white webbing cross and waist belts, a leather cap trim- 
med with an armory or scale chain plate, with a black vulture 
plume and cockade. This company preserved its organization 
until 1846, when it was disbanded under the militia law of that 
year. The following list of the officers of the company is from 
the roster of the regiment, viz: 



Date. Captain. 

1822 Hcnr>' B. Myen, 
182o-(> do 

1827 ) do 

1827 \ WUliam C. Hasbrouck. 

1828 do 

1829 do 
1831-33 do 
1834-35 Odell S. Hathaway, 
183<J Walter W. Weed, 

1839 do 

1840 Adam Lilbarn, 
1843 Richard J. Whitney, 
1844^6 Addison W. Brown, 



Jjuutenant. 
John D. Phillips, 
Nathaniel VaUT 
William C. Haabroack, 
Alanson BandoU, 
David Harris, 
William ButterworUi, 
O. S. Hathaway, 
Walter W. Weed, 
Cyrus 8. Hawkins, 
Tho8. McCulloiiKh, 
Richard J. Whitney, 
Chas. H. Ball, 
Benj. B. Hawkins, 



JSn 

EumB.I 

do 
David Harris. 

do 
WUliam Batterwotth. 
Odell 8. Hathaway. 
Walter W. Weed. 
Cvnis 8. Hawkins. 
Tbos. McCuUQQgfa. 
Wm. H. RobersoD. 
Chas. H. Ban. 
Wm. I. Underfaill, 

do 



2. The Nev^rgh Volunteers. — ^This company was organized 
October 30th, 1824 — John D. Phillips, captain; John Johnson, 
lieutenant; and Thomas Smith, ensign. Its uniform was the 
same as that adopted by the "Village Guards," with the exception 
of the plume which was white. The company was disbanded 
under the militia law of 1846, at which time it numbered about 
seventy muskets. The following list of its officers is from the 
books of the company, viz: 



Date. 

1824 

1829 

1830-31 

1831 

1832-33 

1834-^ 

1836 

1837-38 

1839-40-41 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845^6 



Captain. 
John D. Phillips, 

do 
John Johnson, 
Cicero A.Gardiner, 

do 
Orson Tarbell, 
Oscar Marsh, 

do 

do 

do 
Lewis W. Gardiner, 

do 

do 



IJeutenani. 

John Johnson, 

do 
Orson Tarbell, 

do 

do 
Oscar Marsh, 
Nelson Kelley, 
Alanson Miller, 
Adam Lilbum, 
Lewis W.Gardhier, 
N. P. Emett, 
John F. Baldwin, 
Weatlake Cannon, 



fiutffn. 
Thomas Smith. 
Orson Titffoen. 
John McAnley. 

do 
Oscar Marsh. 
Nelson Kdlej. 
Alanson MiUer. 
Moses Camaok. 
Selah T. McOoUnm. 
Joseph A. Starr. 

do 
Westlake Cannoo. 
John S. Wear. 



i i 



The operation of the law of 1846, was disastrous to the uni- 



ki 
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formed companies of Newburgh. This law provided for the or- 
ganization of only one company of this character in each company 
district; and, by its re-arrangement of the regimental districts, 
confined the 19th to the connty of Orange, thereby cutting oflf 
sncb members of the Newburgh companies as resided in Ulster 
county. The Orange Hussars alone survived the measure, and, 
with the Montgomery and the Middletown Guards, composed the 
organized companies of the regiment. The amendments to the 
law passed in 1854, however, were more favorable, and have led 
to the organization of four companies as follows, viz: 

1. The Washington Continental Guards, — This company was 
originated by Mr. ^R. D. Kemp, who, with nineteen others, per- 
fected its organization on the 22d November, 1855. It adopted 
the continental uniform, which was procured at a cost of $3,400 ; 
but was subsequently compelled to substitute, on general parade, 
the regular uniform of the militia. The company now numbers 
forty-two members; and during its whole career has maintained 
with vigor its position as the pioneer company under the new 
law. The following have been its officers, viz: 

M)tUt» CTfrfatW- lAtuttnunts, 

1865 B.D. Kemp, John BUsard, Ist, Jas. W. Pnrdv, 2d, 

1855 do Geo. M. Vmn Nort, Inac Wood, Jr., 

1867 L Wood, Jr., do I. Jenkinaon, J.A.Raney, Orrf. 

1858 do I. Jenkinaon, M.Doyle, 

1869 ILIXoyle, do W. M. Hathaway, T. Atwood £im. 

2. The Potcdl Corps, — The Powell Corps was organized Dec. 
1st, 1857, and soon gave evidence of its military spirit by inviting 
the Milwaukie Light Guards to become its guests, while on the 
visit of that company to Newburgh in 1859. The company now 
numbers 43 men. Its officers have been as follows, viz: 

Dmie. Captain, lAeniUnanU. 

1857 J. N. Arnold, WUaoo Bmyn, Ist, E. G. Fowler, 2d. 
1869.80 EliH.Entiia, do do 

3. The NeuJtmrgh Guards. — This company was organized Dec. 
23d, 1858. A prominent feature in its history has been the noble 
effort to erect a monument to the memory of Uzal Knapp, and 
which will undoubtedly be successful. The company numbers 68 
men, and its officers have been : 

Daii, CapUm. LieuienanU. 

1858 John D. Kelly, James O'Neil, Ist, Jos. Wilnon, 2d. 
1859-40 JameaA.Raney, John H. Toohey, P.Day. 

4. The Parmenter Riflemen — This company was organized in 
December, 1858. The following have been its officers, viz: 

JD«l€. CtaMn, LdeutenanU. 

1858 B. B. Kemp, E. A. Jones, Ist, H. F. Adams, 2d. 

1859-60 do James Smiley, Alex. Mann. 

The 19th regiment now embraces the county of Orange and 
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consists of ten companies, five of which are located in Newburgh. 
Participating in the war for independence, and in that of 181 &, 
it has illustrated the power and efficiency of the militia system 
of the nation; while the steady front which it has presented amid 
the seductive influences of peace, warrants the prediction that it 
will maintain its historical reputation, in the future. 

NEWBURGH REGATTA ASSOCIATION. 

The Newburgh Regatta Association was organized in the 
spring of 1837, through the exertions of Capt. Henry Robinson. 
Capt. Chas. Ludlow was elected president, and J. J. Monell, 
secretary. The first regatta took place June 27, 1837, when the 
following four-oared boats were entered, viz: 

1. GazelUt scarlet, red and white dress, red and white cap, New York. 

2. Highland Wave, black, white drem, blue and white cap, Newborgh. 
S. Guti, blue, blue and white dress, straw hat, New York. 

4. Wave, black, blue and white dress, blue and white cap, New York. 

5. Halcyon, green, green and white dress, green and white cap, New York. 

6. Pean, wliite, blue and white checked dress, straw hat, New York. 

7. Minerva, East India Particular, red and white dress, red and white cap, N. Y. 

8. Conair, black, green and white dress, red cap, Newborgh. 

The distance rowed was five miles, and the time made by the 
winning boats as follows, viz: Wave, 32m. 38s.; Gull, 33m. 58s.; 
Corsair, 35m. The prizes were awarded by J. J. Monell, who 
delivered an appropriate address on the occasion. 

The regatta in 1838 was for the benefit of the Newburgh 
Library Association. The following were the boats entered, viz: 
Galatea, Highland Wave, Corsair, and Scilla. Time: Galatea, 
24m. 35s.; W^ave, 24m. 50s.; Corsair, 25m. 46b.; Scilla, 27m. 
Another regatta was held, we believe, in 1839; but we have not 
been able to obtain any particulars in reference to it. 

The Association was re-organized in 1856, and a regatta was 
held July 4th, of that year. Three races were run, viz: By four- 
oared boats; two pair scull-boats, and one pair scull-boats. For 
the first race, the W. H. Tcrboss, the Jacob Swartzer, and the 
Whitehall, of New York, and the Witch of the Wave, of Cold 
Springs were entered. The first prize was taken by the Terboss 
in 27 minutes; the second by the Swartzer in 27>t^ minutes, and 
the third by the Whitehall. For the second race, the Enoch 
Carter, the T. C. Ring, the Geo. W. Shaw, the S. Roach, and the 
Fanny Fern, were entered. The first prize was won by the Carter 
in 30 minutes, the second by the Ring and the third by the Shaw. 
The third race was won by the Gale in 36 minutes. 

Regattas, held under the auspices of the Association, formed 
attractive features in the celebrations of the national anniversa- 
ries in 1857 and 1858. The officers of the association at the 
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present time are: Henry Robinson, president; T. C. Ring, vice 
president; I. Wood, Jr., secretary. 

FIRES. 

The annexed particulars in reference to some of the principal 
fires that have occurred in the village, are copied from the files 
of the papers to which they are credited. 

FuuE.— About two o'clock, on Thunday morning last, a fire accidentally broke out 
in the book-bindery of Mr. B. F. LefriH, in a block of wooden buildings— nearly all of 
it, which fronted on Water utreet waa conaomed. The following is aa accurate an ac- 
connt of the low sustained as we have been able to collect. 

Commencing then, at the comer of Water and Third street*, the flnt four stores were 
owned by KeiMrs. Reeve & Falls, and were entirely consumed— the first was occupied 
I by them as a store, and dwelling house for Mr. Falls. A large portion of their goodn 

I in store and Mr. Falls' ftimiture was saved— their loss altogether is estimated at about 

! live thousand dollars; a part of this loss was insured. The next store was occupied 

I bv Mr. Robert Lawson as a saddler's shop — nearly all his goods were saved— he lost 

I about three hundred dollars. The next store was occupied by Mr. B. F. I^ewis as a book 

I store and bindery. As the fire commenced in the bindery ou the second floor, every 

I article in it was consumed; in thA story below nearly all the bound books were removed 

I and saved; a qnantitv of sheet work consumed — amount not ascertained. The last 

store of Reeve & Falls was occupied by Messrs. I^awson A Rabb as a hardware and 
I grocery store; a large portion of their goods removed— loss about three hundred dollars. 

I The next fifty feet of building waa occupied by Mrs. DeCirove, and in part occupied 

bv her as a dwelling, the whole of which was lost — amount not ascertained. Jonatnan 
i Outer occupied a part of this building as a tobacconist shop and dwelling house — the 

I principal put of his goods saved— his low about five hundred dollars. Mrs. Rindol 

I and IIUM Merritt occupied a room under Mrs. DeGrove s roof, as a milliner's shop — goodn 

removed and very little loss sustained. The next house was owned by Messrs. Forsytli 
k Byram, and occupied by the latter as a bakery; there was little property in the house 
—the building and all destroyed together. The next house was occupied by Mr. E. 
Sanxay, as a tailor shop— his goods were saved and the house pulled down. The next 
hon8e,ownedby Mr. Owen McGahey, and occupied by (leorge Mecklem as a shoema- 
ker's shop, was nearly pulled down. And here, in the midst of a solid block of wooden 
buildings ftonting on Water street, with a number of valuable stores in the rear, by the 
cxtraordinaryactivityof the firemen and citizens, the flames were allayed and Anally 
extinguished. There were very few persons present who did not exert themselves to the 
utmost to allay the destroying element Nor was exertions conflned to men; the Ladies 
volunteered their services in the case of preservation, and were distinguished in every 
place they could be useful, by their industry and perseverance. 

The stores and houses of Mr. McAuley, of Mr. B. H. Howell, and a number of others 
were emptied of their goods and furniture on account of the danger from flre, and all 
received more or less damage.*' — Index, TtuMday, Auguit 26, 1817. 

INDCSTBY^-Only seven days had elapsed after the flre before we were called upon to 
witness the laying of the comer stone of two brick stores by Messrs. Reeve & Falls. 
The stone was laid on Thursday, Aug. 28, with appropriate ceremonies; and contains 
an inscription in commemoration of the tin,— Index, Sept. 2. 

The buildings referred to are situated on the south-cast corner 

of Water and Third streets, and were occupied in more modern 

times by George Reeve and Hiram Falls. 

FiRB.— A fire broke out about 4 o'clock on Wednesday morning last, in tlie row of 
wooden buildings in this village, owned by Mr. John 1). I^awson, which were entirely 
consumed. They were tenanted by William King, band-box maker; I^awson & Buck- 
ingham, saddlers; David Wright, tailor; John Van Nort, baker; Messrs. Belknaps, tal- 
low chandlers; James B. Reynolds, tailor; Adna Treat, looking-glass maker; Michael 
Birdand John Pope, Jun.» grocers. The flre accidentally originated in the shop of 
Lawson A Buckingham, fh)m which nothing was saved. The Messrs. Belknap saved 
nearlv all their goodi, as did Mr. Wright and Mr. Reynolds; from the other tenements 
very little was saved. The buildings were all of wood, and the flre had made such pro- 
gress befbre it was discovered, that it was impossible to save any ])art of them. The 
mdnstry and activity of the firemen and citizens, prevented its extension to the neigh- 
boring bnildingi.— /fu2ex, Feb. 20, 1821. 

FiBX. — On Friday night last, a flre broke out in the store of William Danskin, toy and 
fluicy dealer, near the centre of a wooden block belonging to J. P. DeWint, Esq., be- 
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tween the Oraoge Hotel mnd the Xewborffh Bank. Mr. Danskin barely escaped with 
his fiftmily, leaving clothes and all else to the devouring element. Partly insored. Dr. 
Wm. Johnson's office and drug shop ac^oinin^f on the south— all lost. No insurance. 
Wm. B. Jarvis, hatter, next south, escaped with his family and the largest portion of 
his stock, but with the loss of all his furniture, clothing, and $100 in cash. Partly in- 
sured. John McCroskery, grocer, lost his whole stock of goods, fixtures, &c., save $60 
or $70 worth. No insurance. N. P. Emmett*s bakery and dwelling, with almost their 
entire contents, were destroved. No insurance. Mrs. Harrison, toy and fiincy dealer, 
saved neudy her entire stocx. Teller & Bloomfield, leather dealers, saved most of their 
stock. Wm. G. Gillespie, cabinet maker, ac^oining the Bank, saved most of his stock. 
The buildings destroved have been for some years, a nuisance to their neighborhood 
and are no loss. The loss of stock, &c, however, faJls heavilv, and the sufferers should 
and doubtless will be assisted to begin anew their various callings. —Te/. Jan. 26, 1837. 

Fire.— Our village was visited by a disastrous fire on the morning of Saturday last. 
It broke out at half-past 2, in the stables south of BIizard*s hotel, in Front street, and 
Bpruuling to the adjoining buildings soon consumed the south end of the block on First, 
betweenPront and Water streets. The loss amounts to some $30,000, on which there 
was an insurance of $13,900. The buildings destroyed were owned by Thos. PoTell, 
A. & IC. H. Belknap, Daniel Farrington and John IJedyard. Those of the Messrs. Belk- 
nap and Farrington were valuable. Several shop-keepere and mechanics have met with, 
for them, heavv losses, among whom are Daniel Farrington. Jr., painter; J. McFarlan, 
chair maker; J. B. Grummun, hardware; A. Dezendorf, carpenter; J. L3mcb, black- 
smith; Mrs. Strachan, millinery. The loss, beyond insurance, of the Messrs. Belknap is 
over $9,000, and that of Mr. D. Farrington about $9,000. Mr. Powell^s loss is about 
$1,500— no insurance. Mr. Ledyard*s $2,000— insurance, $1,600. 

Our firemen are entitled to high praise for then: exertions. The fire companies from 
Fishkill Landing and Matteawan rendered essential aid in checking and subduing the 
fire. Within an hour from the first breaking out of the fiames the^ were here in good 
numbers with their engines to aid in saving the property of our citizens. Our Board of 
Trustees have verv properly passed resolutions tnanklng them, in the name of the in- 
habitants of the village, for the invaluable assistance rendered — TV/., Sept 2, 1847. 

Fibs. — About 9 oMock on Tuesday evening last, a fire broke out in this village, in 
the stables of the Union Hotel, in Front street, owned by D. Crawford and occupied by 
John Richards. Mr. R. loses upwards of 500 bushels of oats and several tons of hay, 
upon which there was no insurance. The loss on the stables is fully covered by insu- 
rance. From the stables the fire communicated to the rear of the buildmgs contiguous 
on Water street, owned by EU Hasbrouck, Chas. W. Post, Wm. B. Jarvis and Lewis W. 
Young. The occupants of these buildings were: Chas. H. Hasbrouck, dry goods; C. 
W. Post dry goods; Mr. Jarvis, hat store; Jno. W. Warren, shoe store; and SandLs A 
Raymond, superintended by Chas. Erwin, hat store; and their stocks of goods were 
materiallv iivfured bv water and by removal. The buildings were saved from destruc- 
tion by the intrepidity of our firemen, aided by the firemen of Fishkill Ijinding and 
Matteawan. The whole amount of damage, we pre^me, will not reach $8,000 and is 
covered by insurance, except the loss sustained by Mr. Young. Stephen Hayt and seve- 
ral otbere were put to some loss and a great deal of inconvenience by a removal of their 
effects, among whom were Fullerton A Fowler, law office, and the proprietor of this 
paper. The wind was high when the fire broke out, and a wide-spread «!onflagretk>n 
seemed certain; but a heavy fall of rain with a falling of wind fortunately interposed, 
and we have comparatively a light disaster to record.— Tel., Oct. 10, 1848. 

FiRK.— A large frame building on Front street, in this village, formerly occupied by 
Oakley A Davis, but at the time in part by Mr. Charles Barnes as a grocery, and in part 
by Capt. Bullis as a store-house, was destroyed by fire on Tuesday morning. The build- 
ing belonged to the Highland Bank, and was insured for $2,400, which fully covera the 
loss. Mr. Barnes was insured (or $1 ,500. Several persons had articles on storage in the 
building, most of which they lost, amounting perhaps to $500 — Tel., Dee. 20. 1848. 

Fire. — On Tuesday morning last, at about half-past 4 o'clock, a fire broke out in this 
village in the Steam Grist Mill, at the south end of Colden street, belonging to and Just 
erected and put in operation by Edward Haslehurst. The mill, machlneir, kc, were 
consumed, with the two buildings which they occupied, and a blai'ksmith^s shop and 
many of its tools, ac^oining, belonging to Mr. J. M. Smith. Mr. Smith's loss has been 
estimated at about $oOO— no insurance. The mill fixtures, grain. &c.» of Mr. Hasle- 
hurst, may have been worth $1500 — ^insurance only $300. The buildings occupied bv the 
mill were owned by Richard Williams, and were probably worth $400— insurance $300. 
It was with considerable difficulty and the best exertions of our fire department that 
the new dwelling house of Benjamin Van Nort, and those of Messrs. Tilford and Young 
a4joining, were saved from the tLBanea.— Telegraph, Oct. 13, 1836. 






I 
I 
i 
t 

1 
I 



CHAPTER VI. 

NBWBURGH CHURCHES — REUGIOUS AND UTERABY ASSOCIATIONS — 
SCHOOI^S — NEWSPAPERS, ETC. 

The ecclesiastical history of Newburgh properly commences 
with the first settlement of it by the German Palatines. They 
were all Lutherans, or at least Protestants; they had a Pastor; 
and measures were taken for the support of religion by the 
infant colony But all the facts connected with the religious 
hifltory of the Palatines which we have been able to collect, have 
been given in an earlier chapter and need not be again narrated. 
In process of time, as we have seen, the English portion of the 
population of the town exceeded the German in point of number; 
and as the prominent men on the German Patent eympathiRcd 
more or less with the Church uf England, the property originally 
given for the support of LuthL^nuiiHrii, was appropriated to tlte 
maintenance of the Episcopal church. Probably the majority of 
the inhabitants of the Patent, at the time when the change was 
made^ would willingly have accepted a cU^rgyman of the Church 
of Eriglaii']. But with the growth of the population there came 
diversity of religious opinion, and thus the foundations were laid 
of the various denominations and churches now existing in 
Newburgh. 

ST. George's episcopal church. 

The early history of this church is closely coiinected with that 
of the Glebe Lands.* 

In 1701, the "Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts," was formed in England, by prominent members 
of the established church, and obtained a royal charter from 
William III. Its special object was to extend Ejiiscopacy, and 
its chief field of operations, at the time of its origin, was the 
American colonics. From its records it appears that application 
was made for a, niisjsionury, by the inhabitants of New Windsor, 
in the county of Ulster, in 1728. It was referred to the Rev. Mr. 
Vesey of New York who, in 1729, reported that the district 

* In gathering mnteriab for thl^ Hketch. w(? are indebted to a Scriiiuu by the Rev. Dr. 
Brown > [tettor of St. ^J(?o^K<^j', pul>luhed in YS'ST; to the I>ocumentary History of New 
Tork; t^ Ea^cr'S n»tu^ of Oranj^e Connty, and to original docoments found among 
the papers of the late IiaD, Joitathaa Fuik. 

13 C 
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wliich it was proposed to embrace in the New Windsor Mission, 
included that settlement and "parts adjacent, 20 miles from north 
to south and 16 from east to west;" and further, that the popula- 
tion amounted to about 400. Tlie Society immediately commis- 
sioned the Rev. Mr. Charlton, at a salary of £bO per annum, who 
served the mission nntil 1731. He vfas succeeded by the Rev. 
Mr. Kirkpatrick, who remained in the field until 1734. During 
the next ten years the mission was unoccupied. 

About 1734 "the English and Dutch new inhabitants," as they 
are styled in the old records, began to settle at Newburgh, and 
in 1747 they had become so numerous that they were enabled to 
elect trustees of the Glebe, and even went so far as to shut the 
doors of the Palatine church against the Lutheran minister, who 
occasionally visited the German families. The Rev. Mr. Watkins, 
who had been appointed in 1744 to the New Windsor mission, 
preached on Sunday, 19th July, 1747, in the Palatine church; 
and on that day performed divine worship, according to the 
Episcopal form, for the first time within the limits of the German 
Patent.* In 1753, the Governor and Council issued Letters 
Patent to Alexander Colden and Richard Albertson, as trustees 
of the Glebe, and confirmed tlie use of it, and of the church of 
the Palatines, to the Church of England. 

From the reports of the Society for Propagating the Gospel, 
it appears that, in 1753, the inhabitants of "Newburgh Parish" 
had repaired the church, and had erected a housef for the minis- 
ter Mr. Watkins, who had "good hopes of seeing the Newburgh 
Parish populous and flourishing in a short time." Mr. Watkins 
occupied the mission until 1765, and during his incumbency, he 
is reported to have baptised 199 persons ; the number of com- 
municants being about 100. He is said to have been "a single 
man, of an easy disposition, so that he lived happily with his 
people until his death; but his talents as a preacher were not of 
a popular cast." % 

In 1769, tlie Rev. John Say re was appointed to the vacant 

* Documentary Hist. N. Y., iii 593. Ante page 31 . 

t Views of the Chorch and of the Parsonage are given on ante p. 29, 41. 

X Eager's Hist. Orange Co. Hczeldah Watkins, of Newbargh, published in a paper 
printed by I. Parker and W. Wevmans, 15th March. 1765, "Observations on the circum- 
Ktanc«8 and conduct of the people in the Counties of Orange and Ulster,'' in which the 
Provincial Asnembly was taken to task. The printers were summoned to appear at the 
bar of the Assembly; but, after a short confinement, they were reprimandea and let gn. 
Watkins, however, was not liberated until the next year, when, having acknowledged 
the authorship of the article, he was reprimanded and set ftnee. (Doc. Hist., i.) "Of 
this &ithful and laborious servant in tne Gospel,'' sa>'S Dr. Brown, (Sermon p. 16,) 
"there are now in this county many respectable fHends and relatives bearing the r 
name." 
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charge; and in November of that year, the "Minister, Church 
Wardens and Vestrymen" petitioned the Governor (Golden) and 
Council for a charter for the Xewburgh Mission. This petition 
states, "that by the pious donations of several persons, the 
mission is already in possession of tracts of land, which, for 
want of a royal charter constituting them, the Minister, Wardens 
and Vestrymen, a body corporate, are now held for the church 
by deeds of trust only. The inconvenience arising from this and 
sundry other matters in which the good of the E[)iscopal church j 

is essentially concerned and which might be obviated by a royal I i 

charter, have induced your [)etitioner8 humbly to pray, that your ' j 

Honor w^ould be pleased to grant — His Majesty's Charter of | 

Incorporation," &c. Dated, Coidenham, Nov. Hth, 1769. The 
petition is signed by John Say re,* Missionary; Chas. Robie, 
Cad. Colden, Jr., Samuel Fowler, and Joseph Watkins, Vestry- 
men; and Robert Carskaden, Andrew Graham, and Josiah Gilbert, 
Wardens. It is endorsed: "1769, Dec. 12. Read in Council and 
granted." Tlic charter, however, for some reason was not issued, 
and, on the 16th of April, 1770, another petition was sent to the 
Governor, by the Rev. Mr. Sayre, and ^fessrs. Samuel Fowler, 
William Ellison, Stephen Wiggins, Leonard Smith, Saml Wins- 
low, and Nathan Purdy. This also is endorsed: "1770, May 2d. 
Read in Council and granted." On the 30th July, 1770, a charter 
was issued, which is still preserved, incorporating the church as 
St. George's. 

The prosperity of the church was very seriously affected by 
the Revolution. Indeed the society was virtually, if not in form, 
disbanded. In 1775, Mr. Sayre resigned his oflRce. Many of his 
parishioners conscientiously adhered to the cause of the King 
and thus excited against the church the popular feeling, but the 
majority enlisted in the war for Independence. When the war 
was ended, the "St. George's Parish" of 1770 had neither minis- 
ter, nor wardens, nor vestry, and practically it had ceased to 
exist. No attempt to resuscitate the church appears to have j j 

been made until 1790, when the Rev. George II. Spieren was I | 

elected to discharge tlie double duty of minister and school- i i 

master; but his election was resisted by a large portion of the ' I 

inhabitants of the German Patent, and he only served until , | 



♦ Mr. Sayre wan a man of talent and a popular preacher. He was very Buroewful in I 

his ministrations, and fj^athcrcd lar^ conKrep^tions at tlio different Htiitiuus where he ' 

preached. He succeeded in obtaining a charter of incorporation for each of the three ! 

churches under his care, viz: St. George's chnrch, of Newburgh; St. Andrew's chnrch, | ! 

of Montgomery; and St. David's church, of Blooming-Grove. . | 
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1793,* when the station again became vacant and so remained 

! for more than ten years. 

On the 4th November, 1805, the church was re-organized under 

; its old name of St. Georgc.f "So fearfully small," says Dr. 

I Bro^vn, "was the number of her friends here, that it was found 

necessary to resort to the neighboring parishes for a sufficient 
number even to form an incorporation." At this time, the special 
purpose of the re-organization was a legal one, such a step being 
deemed necessary in order to a recovery of the old church and 
Glebe. Of the trial at law which ensued it is imnec^ssary to 

' speak, as a full account of it is given in a previous chapter. 

In 1806, the churches of New Windsor, Coldenham, (now 

j Walden,) and Goshen, agreed to unite in the support of a minis- 

ter whose time should be divided between the four. The Rev. 

! Frederick VanHorue, who resided at St. Andrews, (at that time 

I 

* Mr. Spieren aco<;pted a call from the congregation of Ponghkeepsie, and removed 
I to that place in 17S)3. 

I t The following records of the pariiih meetings for the purpose of re-organizing, were 

I found among the papers of the bite Hon. Jonathan Fisk: 

j "Nov. 4, 1805. At a meeting of the )>ersons attached to the Protestant Episcopal 

Church in the United States of America, it was unanimously agreed, that the Protestant 
I Episcopal Church of the Parish of Newburgh, should be known, as heretofore, by the 

name of St. George's Church; and that the election for Church Wardens and Yestrymen 
I of said Church should l)e held annually on Tuesday in Easter week, at the Protestant 

Episcoi)al Church, on the German Patent, in the said Parish of Newburgh. 
The following Wardens and Vestrymen were elected: Arthur Smith and George 
j Merritt, Wardens; Wm. W. Sackett. GUIiert Colden Willett, Saml. Floyd, Thos. Carskad- 

den.JohuGarrit, David Fowler, Henry Caldwell, and Justin Foot, Vestrymen; and 
I Jonathan Fisk and Joseph Hoffman, Trustees of the Glebe." 

, "Jan. 28, 1806. On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Backett, Mr. Fisk, and Mr. Carskad- 

den be a committee to wait on Mr. Foster for his consent that our minister, next time he 

preaches in this Parish, preach in the Academy. 
I "On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Fisk, Mr. Hoffinan and Mr. Carskadden be a com- 

mittee to open and repair St. (ieorgC'S Church in this Parish." (The old Latheran 
I Church.) 

" April 8, 1806. At a meeting of the Wardens and Vestrymen of St George's Chorch, 
I in the Parish of Newburgh, held on Tuesday, the 8th day of April, 1806, at the house 

I of Robt. R. Dolph, in the Parish of Newburgh, for the purpose of electmg two Wardens 

I and eight Vestrymen: George Merritt in the Chair; J. Fisk, Clerk. The following were 

! chosen: Henry Caldwell and David Fowler, Wardens; Wm. W. Sackett, G. C. WUlet, 

I Saml. Floyd, Thos. Carskadden, Justin Foote, Francis Smith, John Garrit, and Wm. 

I Taylor, Vcstr}Tneu. 

I "On motion. Resolved, That Mr. Fisk be Clerk to the Vestry and Wardens. 

"On motion. Resolved, That Henry Caldwell be Treasurer of this Churc-h. 
I "On motion, Resolved, That Messrs. Floyd, Hoflman, Fowler, and Willet be a com- 

I mittee to procure subscriptions and solicit donations for the jrarpose of enabling this 

Church to support a clergyman. 
I "Mr. Graham and Mr. Colden, a committee from St. Andrew's, applied to St. George's 

to ascertain if this Church will unite with them in the support of a clergyman. On 
I motion. Resolved, That this Church will unite with St. Andrew's in the support of a 

clerg>'man; and that Mr. Fowler, Mr. Caldwell, and Mr. Fisk, be a committee to confer 
i with the said committee fh)m St. Andrew's, and conclude the terms on which sach 

' clergyman shall l>e employed by our united support, and that the said committee also 

confer with the Episcopal Church at Goshen and ascertain if that Church will unite with 
; this and St. Andrew's to support a clergyman." 

I "July 28, 1806. Committee on Pastor reported, that they had not been able to meet 

with conmiittees fh)m St. Andrew's and Goshen." 
"Aug. 4, 1806. Committee reported that the Church at Goshen, St. Andrews, New 

Windsor, and Newburgh, had agreed to unite in supporting a clergyman." 
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probably the strongest congregation in the proposed circuit,) ! 

was chosen and served these churches until 1809, when he I 

removed to Ballston. The Rev. Mr. Mackin succeeded him, but i 

he remained in the field only a few months, as we find that in i i 

I 
1810 an agreement was made with the Rev. Mr. Powell, Rector i 

of St. Andrew's, Coldenham, by St. George's church, for the one ; j 

third of his time. This state of things continued until 1815, i 

when the Rev. Dr. John Brown entered upon the duties of Rector 
of St. George's church, having preached his inaugural sermon 
on the 24th Dec. 1815. Dr. Brown, then only in Deacon's orders, 
had just commenced his ministerial labors in Trinity church, 
Fishkill. By the advice of the late Bishop Hobart, he was 
induced to perform a third service in Newburgh for many Sun- 
days in succession, during which period ''the Holy Communion 
was administered for the first time in the parish since the revo- 
lutionary war, to the small number of three." During the first 
year of Dr. Brown's incumbency, the number of persons con- 
firmed was 37, and 28 were admitted to the Holy Communion. 
From that day to this the congregation has grown steadily, and 
lias long been one of the largest in the village. 

The first edifice occupied by the congregation of St. George, 
as before mentioned, was the one erected by the Lutherans, and 
long known as the old Glebe school house.* When the Episco- 
palians ceased to occupy this church is uncertain, but it was 
probably very soon after the war of the revolution began. This 
old building, which had fallen into decay during the war, was 
subsequently repaired, and was occupied both by the Methodists 
and the Episcopalians. 

In 1815, tlie congregation of St. George's was temporarily 
accommodated, through the kindness of the late Mr. Thomas 
Ellison of New Windsor, in the old building on Liberty street, 
formerly known as the Mcintosh house, more recently owned by 
the Shiloh Baptist church. Here it remained for some years. 
The church edifice (St. George's) was begun in 1816, and was 
consecrated by Bishop Hobart, 10th November, 1819. The 
increase of the congregation rendering more room necessary, a 
gallery was put up in 1826, and at tlie same time an organ was 
purchased. In 1834, the building was enlarged, and the steeple 
was added, in which a fine toned bell was hung. The church 
was again enlarged and beautified in 1853, at an expense of 
$9,000. At that time the tasteful and commodious Sunday 

Ante page 29. 
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School Room and Vestry was built on the south side of the 
church. The Cliurch edifice is the Doric stvle [of architecture. 




It has a front on Grand street of 45 feet, and is 90 feet in depth. 
Its pews furnish accommodations for 650 persons. 

The accommodations furnished by the enlargement of the 
Church, however, failed to meet the requirements of the congre- 
gation, and in March, 1859, the Rector and Vestry of St. George's 
purchased the edifice 
then occupied by the 
congregation of the 
Union A. R. Church. 
This building was 
thoroughly n;fitted 
and improved in its 
architecture, and in 
the following May it 
was consecrated for 
Episcopal worship 
under the name of 
St. John's Chapel. 

During Dr. Brown's ministry in St. George's, the number of 
confirmations has been 422; baptisms, 1481; admitted to com- 
munion, 757; marriages, 432; funerals, 1117. Families in the 
parish, 220. The labors of Dr. Brown have been nobly seconded 
by his congregation, and to assist him in the duties of the parish, 
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they have employed the Rev. Dr. C. S. Henry and the Rev. 
Hobart Chetwood. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

The records of this church go back no farther than to July, 
1784; but the recently published Autobiography of the Rev. Dr. 
Johnston, for nearly half a century the pastor of the church, as 
well as the records of the 'Marlborough Society," as it was 
called, and the papers relating to the church which are to be 
found in the State Library, have furnished us with many import- 
ant facts connected with its earlier history. 

The adherents of the Presbyterian faith who first came to 
Newburgh were connected with the church of New Windsor. 
This church was organized Sept. 14, 1764, on which occasion 
the sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Moffat, and Joseph 
Wood, William Lawrence, Samuel Brewster, and Henry Smith 
were chosen ciders. The Rev. Timothy Johnes,* afterwards and 
for many years pastor of the church of Morristown, New Jersey, 
was appointed stated supply of this church by the Presbytery of 
New York, and remained in that capacity from the 5th May, 
1766, until October, 1767, when he was succeeded by the Rev. 
Francis Peppard, who continued to serve the church until 1773. 
During the pastorate of Mr. Peppard, the church was divided 
into four districts, viz: New Cornwall, Murderer's Creek, New 
Windsor, and Newburgh, in each of which trustees were appoint- 
ed for the purpose of raising funds and taking charge of the 
temporal affairs of the church in their respective neighborhoods, 
thereby creating, as it were, four informal societies. The with- 
drawal of Mr. Peppard left the station vacant, and measures 
were immediately taken to secure the services of the Rev. John 
Close.f While these arrangements were pending, however, the 



* The Rev. Timothy Jobnea was the graDd-fiither,we believe, of Edward R. and Aaron 
P. Johnes, of Newborgh. 

t At a meeting of the Elders and several of the members of the congregation of New j 

Windsor, the 22d Aagost, 1773, for setting on foot a sabscription for rusing a salary for 
the Rev. John Close, In order to the calling of him as the stated Teacher and Pastor of | 

the united congregations of Bethlehem and New Windsor— i 

"It is agreed, that the congregation stand divided into four districts, as in Mr. Pep- 
pard's time (i.e. 1767): That Trustees be appointed in each district in whose names the ! 

subscriptions shall be taken for the use of the said Mr. Close; and the following persons 
were named as Trustees, viz: i 

**Ntw CarmoaU Dutriet—Joeeph Wood, Reuben Clark, Joseph Smith, Daniel Wood, 
Jeremiah Clark. I 

**Murderer^» Creek ZHstrict— Francis Mandevill, Saml. Brewster, William Roe, Ben- 
jamin Case, William Williams. 

**New Windtor Dutriet—JoYoi Nicoll, James Clinton, David Halladay, Saml. Brew- 
ster, Leonard Nicoll, Georae Clinton, Judah Harlow, Saml. Logan, Charles Booth. 

"Newburgh />tftrtcl— Jonathan Uasbrouck, Abel Belknap, Moses Higbj, Ehiathan 
Foster, Isaac Belknap.''— Cfmlon Papert, State lAhrary. 
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Marlborough Society invited the trustees of the Newburgh 
district to unite with them in temporarily settling the Rev. John 
McCallah over both districts. This invitation was accepted, and 
Mr. McCallah entered upon his duties September 26, 1*1*13* But 
his labors in Newburgh could have been only for a few weeks, 
as in November of the same year, the arrangements for that 
purpose having been perfected, Mr. Close was invited to take 
the vacant charge, and soon after entered upim the duties of 
pastor. The war of the revolution, however, prevented his 
formal installation, and, a large portion of his time being occu- 
pied as chaplain in the militia, the public services of the church 
were very irregular. In consequence of these facts, the informal 
society in Newburgh appears to have maintained a separate 
organization during the war. Elder William Lawrence perform- 
ing the pastoral duties. 

Immediately after the war, this informal society, strengthened 
by the addition of several persons who became permanent resi- 
dents after the disbandment of the army, obtained the building 
which had been erected by the army as a store-house for clothing, 
where it appears to have held public worship in the winter of 
1783, or spring of 1784. The records of the church state that 
divine service was held here in 1784, and that the congregation 
was formally organized in the same year. The minutes of the 
meeting held for the purpose of organization, are as follows, viz: 

*'In pannaiice of an act entitled ''An Act to enable all Religioafl DenominatiouR in 
the State to appoint Trustees, who shall be a )x)dy corporate for the pornose of taking 
care of the Temporalities of their respective congregationH, and for other purposes, ' 
passed the 6th day of April, 1784, the conjugation or Religions Society deshous of 
forming themselves into a regular well-constituted congregation or society, agreeable to 
the Canon of the Church of Scotland, at Newburgh, did, on the 12th day of July last 
past — ^being stated attendants on Divine worship bv Elder William Lawrence — advertise 
a meeting of the said congregation, agreeable to the said Act, to meet at the house of 
Adolph I>e6rove, for the purpose of electing, according to the true intent and meaning 
thereof, Trustees for the good purposes intended and mentioned in the said Act; and 
being convened at the time and place aforesaid, did, in the first place, by plurality of 
voices, nominate and appoint Mr. Asa Steward to act with the said William Lawrence 
as Returning officers, who proceeded to open the poll, and after taking that part of the 
said congregation or society convened on the occasion and present agreeable to said 
Act — Adolpn DeOrove, Daniel Hudson, Thomas Palmer, Joseph Coleman, and Isaac 
Belknap, were appointed and legally elected Trustees for the said congregation or society, 
agreeable to the said Act 2d. we then proceeded to elect a Clerk to insert the certifi- 
cate of the Returning officers. 

**Beit remembered, that we, WiUiam Lawrence and Asa Steward, having been legallv 
elected and appointed the Returning officers at the election held at the house of Adolph 
DeGrove, at Newburgh, the 12th day of August, 1784, for the purpose of electing Tnis- 
tees for takkig care of the Temporalitiea of the congregation or Religions Society at 
Newburfl^, aforesaid, agreeable to an Act entitled "An Act.'' &c., do hereby certifV,that 
Adolph D^rove, Daniel Hudson, Thomas Palmer, Joseph Coleman, and Isaac Belknap, 
were legally and unanimously elected as Trustees for the purposes aforesaid, and that 

* "Sept 24, 1773. This day hired the Rev. Mr. John McCaUah for six months, to 
preach one half of the time in the meeting house and the other half at Newburgh* the 
two trustees accountable to him for the sum of £20—128, and the Lower or Newburgh 
Society accountable for the remainder of his ndaiy." — Jlftn. Marlb, Societif. 
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the Hud penoDfl so elected, and their suoceisora forever hereafter, flhall be known by the 
name, style and title of the Tnuteet* of the Presbyterian Coniarregation at Newburgh. 
In witnem whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals the I2th day of AngaJBt, 
in the year of our Lord, 1784." 

As the congregation was quite too feeble in means and lucni- 

bership for the support of a pastor, it was resolved, at a meeting 

held 8th Feb. 1785, to unite for this purpose with the church of i 

New Windsor. Tiie records declare that, "the congregation ' 

assembled at the meeting house, William Lawrence, Ruling ! 

Elder, being Moderator. It was agreed j 

1. To join in union with the cou^rregatiun of New Windiior. 

2. That the Tnigtees for the congregation of Newbiirgh be enii>owered to form a union 

with the Tmstces of New Wind.<ior congregation, for promoting the preaching of the i 

Gospel, not exceeding seven year^, nor under five.*' 

A joint meeting of the above named trustees was soon after 
held, (Feb. 11, 1785,) at the house of Adolph DeGrove, at which 
Mr. Abel Belknap presided. Messrs. Daniel Hudson, Joseph 
Coleman, Isaac Belknap, and Adolph DeGrove, represented New- 
burgh; and Abel Belknap, Samuel Logan, Leonard Xicoll, Silas 
WTiite, Benjamin Birdsall, Isaac Schultz, and Samuel Brewster, 
represented New Windsor. After conversation it was "unani- 
mously agreed between the Trustees of the said congregations 
for joining the union for seven years.** 

In April, 1785, application was made to the Presbytery for the 
appointment of Mr. Close to be the stated supply of both Churches. 
The request was granted, and he continued to labor here until 
1796.* During the iirst year of his service, Mr. Close preached 
in Newburgh one third (»f his time, for which he was paid £23. 
He was succeeded by the Rev. Isaac Lewis, who served the con- 
gregation as stated supply until the spring of 1800, when he 
became the pastor of i\w Presbyterian church of Cooperstown.f 

On the 6th of May, 1800, the Rev. Jonathan Freeman was 
installed pastor of the united church, and the first pastor of that i 

of Newburgh. J He resigned his charge in 1804. His succes- 

* Mr. Close wan a native of Greenwich, Conn., was Iwm in 1737, graduated at Prince- 
ton in 1763, woH licensed by the l*resbyter^ of Duchess county in 1765, and ordained as 
colleague of the llev. Eben Prime at Huntington, I^ I., in 1766. He removed to Water- 
ford in 1796, and died there in 1813. 

t In 1806, Mr. Lewis was called to the paMtoral care of the church at (^lien, where 
he remained until 1811 or *12. After Uboring in sundry places as a stated supply, he 
was settled as the succemor of his father, over the church at Greenwich, Conn., In 1818. 
After a Huceeiwful ministry of a few years, he resigned this charge and became pastor 
of the church in Bristol, H. 1. Here he lost his voice, in 1831 , and though he ocx^asi(m• 
ally preached, he was never again a ]>astor. He died in New York, 2d September, 1854, 
in his 82d >'eur. — Sprague'a Annals, i. 667. 

X Mr. Freeman was pastor of the Church of Hopewell (Crawford, Orange Co.,) from 
Aug. 171)3, until April. 1798, where bw labors were very successful. {Eager » Orange 
County, 341.) He was a mau of more than onlinary ability, as his published sermons 
attest; but the tone of his preaching was perhaps more polemic than it should have 
been, and he is said to have excited the bitter hostility of the skeptics who were then 
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sor was the Rev. Eleazer Burnet, who was ordained and installed 
pastor, 20th Nov. 1805,* and who held the station until his death 
in 1806. 

The Rev. Dr. Johnston, then a licentiate, first preached in 
Newburgh about the time of Mr. Burnet's decease, and occa- 
sionally supplied the united churches during the winter of 180^7. 
He was ordained and installed as pastor on the 5th August, 1807. 
The following contemporaneous notice of this event is taken from 
the Political Index J August 15th: 

"On Wednesday, 5th inst, Mr. John Johnston was ordained to the work of the holy 
ministry and installed over the anited conprregations of Newbarsh and New Windsor. 
The exercises were as follows: Rev. Isaac Van Doren made the prayer; the Rev. Isaac 
Lewis delivered the sermon from Col. iii. 11, "Bat Christ Is all in all." The Rev. Methu- 
selah Baldwin gave the charge to the ordained minister; and the Rev. Ebenezer Grant 
gave the charge to the people. The several exercises were appropriate and were con- 
ducted with great solemnity." 

In the spring of 1810, the connection between the two churches 
was dissolved; and the services of Mr. Johnston were henceforth 
confined to Newburgh. Here he continued to labor with un- 
wearied diligence and great success until February, 1855, when 
he was prostrated by severe illness, and, after six months of 
suffering, entered, we doubt not, into eternal rest. 

The congregation was supplied during Dr. Johnston's illness 
and until the summer of 1856, by Mr. S. H.McMullen, a licentiate 
of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. On the 20th September of 
that year, the Rev. W. T. Sprole, D. D., was chosen pastor, and 
on the 28th October following, he was installed. f 

The building in which public worship was first held, was one 
erected by the Commissary General, as a clothing store-house, 
while the army of the revolution was encamped here. It stood 



somewhat nnmeroos and inflaential. He resigned hw charge in 1804. In connection 
with Silvanus Haight, he conducted "The Cliosophic Hall," an educational institute, at 
his residence in Montgomery street, (now the residence of Mr. Samuel Williams,) which 
was organized in 1799. He was afterwards for many years pastor of the Presbyterian 
church of Brighton, N. J., where he died in 1824 or ^25. "He was,'' says Dr. Camahan, 
*'an able theologian of more than common talents, of determined character, some- 
times suffering himself to act from the impulse of his feelings rather than deliberate 
Judgment. He engaged in a newspaper controversy which embittered the feelings of 
many of his congregation. During his ministry thirteen members were added to the 
church."— ilfemorta/, 87, 88. 

* This was probably the first ordination service that had ever taken place in Newburgh. 
The sermon on this occasion was preached by the Rev. Ebenezer Grant, fh>m Malachi 
ii. 6. Mr. Burnet was a graduate of Princeton College (1799), an amiable, pious, and 
devoted young man, but feeble in health at the time of his settlement. Inde^, he was 
even then laboring under the disease— consumption — which soon ended his labors and 
his life. He was compelled to seek a more congenial climate, early in the autumn of 
1806. On his way to the South, he was taken so ill as to be obliged to stop at the house 
of a friend in New Brunswick, where he died on the 22d Nov. 1806. 

t The services were conducted by the Rev. Mr. Bowers, Moderator of the Presbytery. 
The discourse was delivered by Rev. Mr. Phillips, of Rondout, fh)m Ezodns zzziL 15, 
16. The charge to the pastor was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Jagger, of Mailboroogh, 
and the charge to the people by the Rev. Mr. Smaller, of Kingston. 
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on the site now occupied by the old first church, and was de- 
stroyed by fire about the year, 1790. Dr. Johnston says it was 
burnt on a Sabbath day, after service had been held in it. From 
an inventory of their corporate property in a return made to the 
Legislature,* the building appears to have belonged to the con- ' 

gregation in 1787, and, from the statement in the records that . 

the "congregation assembled at the meeting Iiouho/' (1785,) it 
is probable that it was transferred to them soon after the war. 

There seems to have been some difference of opinion in regard 
to the location of the church, after the old building was burnt; 
but, in February, 1791, the trustees voted that "the lot of land ' 

where the house formerly stood, with the addition that Mr. Smith I 

proposes to make, be accepted in preference to any other loca- ■ ' 

tion*' as the site for a new church. On the 20th December of 
the same year, the trustees agreed to erect a church 50x55 feet, i ' 

with the addition of a steeple.f The ground was staked out on 
the 25th May, 1792, and on the 31st of the same month the deed , I 

for the lot was executed by Mr. Benjamin Smith.J During the 
interval between the destruction of the old building and tlie 
occupation of the new church, the minutes state that the meet- 
ings of the congregation were "held at St. George's church" — 
i. e. the old Lutheran church. The new building must have been 
occupied in 1793, as we find that during that year pews were 
erected and sold.§ But the interior of the building remained in 
a half finished condition until after the settlement of Dr. John- 

* The inveatorY is as foUows, viz: 

"Meeting house church oat of repair, £40 

Land belonging thereto, 200 by 160 feet, GO— £100.'' 

f Tliis steeple was at first simply a sanare tower which stood on the south side of the 
church, and formed the entrance into tne gallery until 1828. A nide drawing of the 
building, on a map of the property of Thomas Cfolden, made in 1797, represents an en- 
trance to the main building near the centre of the east side; but whether this was the 
main entrance or not we have not been able to ascertain. 

1 The deed referred to shows the grant by Bei\jamin Smith to Christopher Van Duzer, 
Selah Reeve, John DuBois, Daniel Smith. and Derick Amerman, '-for and in considera- 
tion of the sum of five shillings,-' of a ^lart of the farm whereon the grantor then resi- 
ded, being a lot one hundred and thirty-eight feet by one hundred feet, on the c(»mer of 
Montgomery and Fuwt streets, "for the proper use, oenefit and behoof of the I'resbyte- 
rian Church at Newburgh, provided that they shall erect a l>uilding thereon for the use 
and accommodation of the Presbyterian Church and Congregation at Xewburgh, and to 
no other use whatsoever, unless the Ministers and Elders of said Church shall thereto 
consent" 

§ Mr. Eager relates (Hist. Or. Co., 145,) that at the time of the erection of this church 
the congre^tion "was too poor to finish and place pews in it," and that the plan devi- 
sed to seat it was, "that ever^r person who choose to do so should have the privilege of 
putting up their own pews witn a choice of location for so doing. The first person 
availing himself of this privilege was Mr. John McAulay, whose example was soon fol- 
lowed by Mr. Hugh Walsh and Mr. Richard Wood. Others at intervals, did the same, 
and received deeds. This erection of seats went on for some time, and pews were scat- 
tered aroond the building without reference to order or taste. Finally tne congregation 
took hold of the matter and completed and systematised the work." 
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stoii, who says that it was witliout p^allcry, plastering, or pulpit, 
"a more shell." "I often preached standing on a carpenter's 
bench w^ith a few boards standing in front on which to rest the 
precious Bible." Very soon after Dr. Johnston was settled, the 
interior was properly fitted up, and the whole structure assumed 
the shape in which it remained until it was altered into its pres- 
ent form.* In 1827 an unsuccessful eifort was made to erect a ' 
new church of stone, 00x70 feet, at a cost not exceeding $9,000. i 
Finally, as more accommodation was imperatively demanded, it i 
was determined to repair the old church, which was done in 
1828. Formerly the pulpit was at the north end, and the pews 
were old fashioned scjuare ones. Though the audience room is | 
unchanged in size, the introduction of slips enabled it to hold a ' 
larger number than it did before, f i 
So matters continued until the 25th July, 1857, when the ] 
! trustees, at a regular meeting, adopted the following preamble j 
j and resolutions: ' 

"Whereas, The circiinihtauceH of the church and congreffation render it imperative that { 

a new edifice \)e erected for their accommodHtiou, and having the assent and concurrence i 

(»f the pew-holdern and niemlx^rs, ax appears from tlieir subscriptions for said object, I 

therefore . 

"IteHolvcd, Tliat we ])roceed to accomplish tlie same, according to the plan and speci- I 

Acations drawn by Mr. F. C. Withem, which Iiave been submitted for the consideration \ 
and adoption of the subscribers; and that tlie following persons be a Building Commit- 
tee to 8unervb<o the same and carry it forward, viz: 8. R. Van Duzer, E. U. Johnes, J. 

J. Monell, Henry Ball, I^aac StanUm, and (George Clark. • j 

"Resolved, That the cluirch edifice be erected upon the lot on the north-west comer I 

of Grand and South street*.*' i 

The site fixed upon was purchased, and a contract was made ' 

with Mr. George Veitch, builder, i\)r the construction of the new i 

edifice for $27,500. The work was begun, on the 8th of August, I 

185T. The building was dedicated November 4th, 1858,f and | 

on Thanksgiving morning (\ov. 18,) the iron cross was fixed j 

on the spire. , 

The building is in the early geometrical style of Gothic art, j 

♦ See engi-aving given in connection with "The Union Church.*' 

I t The Session House or I..ecture Room was l)iiilt aliout 1812, (Memorial. 105,) but it | 

was not fitted up with ])ermanent seats until iN'is. . 



X The dedicaton- services wci-o conducted by tlie Prcsbjiery of Xorth River, and 
were opened by the Rev. B. F.Phillips, of Rnndout, in a short Invocation, which was 
followed by the Sentence, "Holy, Ixird (iod of Sabaoth," by the choir. The Rev. John 
Lillie, \). L)., of Kingston, then* read the 132d Psalm; after which the choir sang the 
Anthem. "And it shall come to pa^ in the lant days that the mountain of the Lord's 
}{oiise fhall be established.*' The Rev. Mr. Lillie then addressed the Throne of Grace 
in an eamest Praver; and the crmprrepition joined in sin^ng Hymn 509, "How beaute* 
oiw are their feet, ' Ac. The Rev. Mr. Phillips then delivere<l the deilication sermon tnm 
the text, Mat. xxvi, s, "To what purpose is this waste?" Rev. I)oct. Sprole followed in 
a few brief remarks, showing the necessity that had compelled the erection of the new 
edifice; luid, after concluding, made an impressive dedicatory ])rayer. The choir then 
sang the Anthem, "How lieautiful in Zion,^ and the audience was dismissed with the 
benediction. 
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and is composed of a nave with clerestory, north and south 
aisles, a tower and stone spire at the east end of the north aisle, 
and a porch on the south. A lecture room and a minis ter*H room 
are provided at the west end of tlie building". The walls are of 
blue stone laid in random courses, and gray stone dressings to 
the copings, windows, doorways, buttresses, water-tables, &c. 
The pews are of yellow pine, and afford conifortablo accommoda- 
tions for 830 persons. The principal dimensions of the building. 




internally, are as follows, viz: Nave, 97 feet long, 50 feet high, 
and 25 feet wide. The aisles are 84 feet long and 17 feet wide. 
The lecture room is 42 feet long and 26 feet wide. The tower is 
20 feet and 8 inches square at the base, and its height is 63 feet, 
making, with the spire and cross, a total of 135 feet from the 
ground. The extreme length of the building, including lecture 
room, is 159 feet; and its width, including porch, 85 feet. The 
total cost of the building, with interior fittings complete, inclu- 
ding land, iron fence, bell, &c., was about $43,750. An organ, 
built by Geo. Jardine & Son, of New York, and costing $3,000, 
is to be placed in the building by the 1st of September, 1860. 

It only remains to add, that the congregation resolved to soil 
their old place of worship, which was accordingly done to the 
Union Church in March, 1859. 
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SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

The proposal to organize a Second Presbyterian Church was 
first discussed in 1837, but nothing was done until April, 1838, 
when Dr. Johnston preached an earnest and forcible sermon on 
the subject. At his suggestion, a meeting was held to consider 
the propriety of sending a colony from the old church. The 
meeting was held in the 1st church. May 15, 1838, Mr. William 
Walsh being chairman, and Mr. John H. Wells, secretary. After 
some discussion, it was unanimously 
"Resolved, That measures be immediately taken to forward the enterprise.'' 

Accordingly Messrs. J. H. Corwin, Abel Belknap, and 0. M. 
Smith, was appointed a committee to ascertain the number of 
persons willing to unite for this purpose. On the 22d May, at 
an adjourned meeting, the following named persons were report- 
ed as ready to associate and walk together as a church, viz: 

0. M. Smith, John H. Corwin, Abel Belknap, Hiram K. Chapman, 

Helen M. Smith, Cyntha Corwin, Sarah M. Belknap, Jane Chapman, 

Saml. Tathill, Jas. P. Bachanan, Henry Tice, Jr., Peter H. Foster, 

Sarah Tuthill, Sarah Buchanan, Charlotte Tice. Maiy a Foster. 



Jefferson Roe, Daniel D. T. Blake, Edgar Perkins, Wm. Townsend, 

Mary Roe, D. McDowall, Ann Forsyth, X^ydiaC. Parkham, 

Eliza C. Boice, AbigaU Waters, AbigaU wells, George T. Hoagland, 

Wm. H. Wells, J. R. Hardenbnrgh, William Waller, Betsey Harris, 

Robert Sterling, Wm. M. Johnson, Henry Vail, Maiy E. Waterfleld, 

Isabella Sterling, Jane E. Johnson, Seth Belknap, Jas. H. Reynor, 

Asa Sterling, Eli Corwin, Jr., Geo. M. Gregory, Job Clark, 

It was immediately and unanimously resolved to apply to the 
Presbytery, which was to meet on the 9th of June, for an organi- 
zation as the Second Presbyterian Church of Newburgh. Mr. 
William Sterling was deputed to present the application and to 
ask for supplies for six months from the Presbytery. The request 
was granted, and the church was organized on the 15th June, 
by a committee of the North River Presbjrtery, consisting of the 
Rev. Messrs. Johnston, Prime, and Ostrom. The following per- 
sons were chosen Ruling Elders, viz: J. H. Corwin, Hiram K. 
Chapman, Abel Belknap, Jas. P. Buchanan. Mr. Ostrom gave 
the charge to the Church, and Mr. S. I. Prime to the Elders. 

The first public service was held in the old court room in the 
Academy, when Mr. (now Dr.) S. I. Prime preached from Amos 
vii, 5, "By whom shall Jacob arise for he is small." The pulpit 
was for some time supplied by the Presbytery. On the 20th 
August, Messrs. Peter H. Foster, Jefferson Roe, Edgar Perkins, 
Samuel Tuthill, 0. M. Smith, and Henry Tice, Jr., were chosen 
trustees. 

During the greater part of 1838 and '39, the Rev. Abram C. 
Baldwin supplied the pulpit. In the former year the prospects 
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of the infant church were very Beriously affected by the disrup- 
tion of the Presbytery. Most of those concerned in starting 
it, who had strong Old School affinities, returned again to the 
old church, which adhered to the 0. S. Assembly. The second 
church recognized that which styled itself the Constitutional. 
Though weakened by this cause, the church made vigorous efforts 
to grow. The Rev. William Hill was the first pastor, and filled 
the office until the winter of 1843, when he was deposed by his 
Presbytery for what was deemed heretical doctrine on the sub- 
ject of christian perfection. After a vacancy of some months, 
the Rev. John H. Lewis (now of Monticello) became the pastor, 
and discharged the duties of the office very acceptably until 
called to Bethlehem in 1845. He was succeeded, for a short time, 
by the Rev. J. C. Beach, and next by the Rev. John Gray who 
remained as supply until the spring of 1851, when a division 
arose in the congregation on the question of his settlement 
formally as pastor. Before this matter was adjusted, a vote of 
the church was taken, and, by a majority of one^ it was resolved 
no longer to receive supplies. This vote closed the doors of the 
meeting house which were never again entered by a Presbyterian 
minister; and it virtually disbanded the society, which had never 
become strong. 

In 1840-'41, the meeting house was erected at the corner of 
High street and Western avenue, at a cost of $6,600, in which 
divine worship was observed until tlie church ceased to exist. 
The building was sold, in 1852, to the Second Methodist Episco- 
pal Church.* 

At the final disbandment of the Church, the members made a 

formal expression of mutual respect and forgiveness. The 

record of the last meeting of Session contains the following: 

"ReiolTed, That we do cordially forgiTe each other cor trespaaws, and forever bory 
all maUers of difference." 

It would be wrong to bring this brief history of a well intend- 
ed though unsuccessful enterprise to a close, without stating 
that the Church would have died long before it did, if it had not 
been for the unwearied and self-sacrificing zeal and efforts of Mr. 
John H. Corwin. From its birth to the last hour of its existence, 
he stood manfully by this Church. Such men have their reward 
even when they seem to fail. 

CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

The circumstances which led to the organization of this con- 
* See engiaTing in connection with article on Second M. E. Chnrch. 
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gregation, as well as its subsequent history, arc briefly stated | 

in a historical sketch which was published by the trustees, in con- 
nection with their annual report, Aug. 1857. From this paper I 
we learn that the Rev. S. II. McMullin, who had served as sup- j 
ply during the illness of the pastor of the First Presbyterian j 
Church, performed the duties of his engagement until about j 
three months after Dr. Johnston's death. After hearing several I 
I I other candidates for the vacant pastorate, "a day was fixed," j 
says the sketch to which we have referred, "on which, according 
to notice given, the congregation were to select a pastor. When, ' 
however, all had assembled, a question arose as to whether I 
females should be permitted to vote, which was decided in the I 
afRrmative. The vote was then taken and resulted, one hundred 
for Mr. McMullin and seventy-four for another person. Messrs. I 
William K. Mailler and Robert Sterling were then appointed j 
commissioners to prosecute the call before the Presbytery; and 
the meeting adjourned. * ' 

"At the meeting of the Presbytery, when the call was consid- I 

ered, a remonstrance was i)resented, by the minority of the 
congregation, against the settlement of Mr. McMullin. In con- 
sequence of this remonstrance, the Presbytery intimated to the I 
commissioners that they would not, in all probability, permit the | 
call to be prosecuted; and it was withdrawn without any formal 
action being taken. 

"Immediately after the return of the commissioners, a meeting 
of the congregation was held to hear their report; when it was 
resolved, by a majority of votes present, "that the commissioners 
be directed to prosecute the call." The Presbyteiy, however, 
continued to regard the call as inexpedient; and a meeting, 
called for the purpose of its consideration, failed to accomplish 
the result desired. 

"The situation of affairs becoming known, the following paper I 

asking for certificates of membership and dismission, was pre- j 

sented to the Session of the Church on the 27th day of August: 

•• To Ute Swion cf the Fir»t Preabjfterian Church of the Village qf Netoburgh: \ 

The undersignedt members in full communion of the Fiwt Presbyterian Church of the 

Village of Newburgh, do hereby respectfully request you to grant them certificates of I 

memberahip and dismission, for the purnom.' of l>eing organized into a Church, to be ' 

kno?m as the Presbyterian Churcn of the Village of Newburgh: r 

John McClelland, Mary Albertson, E.L.Spalding, Eliza Rogers, I 

Abigail W.McCIelland Alexander Hargrove, C*atharine Sly, Jerusha Gerard, . 

James C. McClelland, Mary Ann Hargrave, M. W. N. Johnston, Sarah Ludlow, 

Sally R. Logan, Amelia Birdsall, Robert Wallace, Delia Smith, 

Abby L. Scott, Wm. G. Gillespie, Mary Ann Wallace, Hugh 8. Banks, 

J.Ferguson. Wm. McClughan, Mary G. Starr, Rosalie H. Banks, I 

Sarah McElrath, Mary D. McClughan, Eliza P. Spier, HughMcKisflock, 
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AnnPettie, 
Anna M. CIogBton, 
Margaret Strachan, 
Amanda L. DoBois, 



Hannah Andraas, Sarah Waogh, 
L. Bradford, 
ae Hamilton. Eanice McKone, 
Anna EL Roe, Rebecca Brown, 

Elizabeth Blake. 



Mary Bamett, 
Catharine" 



Agnes McKiflBOck, 
Laura A. Gorfaam, 
Rachel Glogston, 
Sarah Hildrethr 



''On the first day of September, 1856, the church Extension 
Committee of the Presbytery of North River, met in the session- 
room of the First Presbyterian church: Present — ^B. T. Phillips, 
Wm. H. Kirk, F. T. Williams, Ministers; and Peter V. B. Fowler 
and Benj. Tyler, Elders. The petition of the persons above- 
named was presented, asking to be organized into a Presbyterian 
church, to be known as "The Calvary Presbyterian Church of 
Newburgh ;" and, after the examination of their certificates, it 
was, on motion, "Resolved, That the request be granted." The 
applicants then formally agreed and covenanted to walk together 
in a church relation, according to the acknowledged doctrine 
and order of the Presbyterian church. Messrs. Wm. G. Gillespie 
and John McClelland were then unanimously elected Ruling 
Elders, by the congregation. Mr. Gillespie was duly ordained; 
and Mr. McClelland and Mr. Gillespie (the former having previ- 
ously served as an Elder in the First Presbyterian church,) were 
formally installed as Elders of the Calvary Presbyterian church 
of Newburgh. 

"On the 15th day of September, Rev. S. H. McMullin was 
unanimously elected pastor of the church. The call was pre- 
sented to him at a meeting of the Presbytery, held at Buttermilk 
Falls on Tuesday, October 7th, and accepted by him; and, on 
the 16th day of the same mouth, he was ordained to the work of 
the Gospel Ministry, and installed pastor of the church, in the 
Court House at Newburgh. The services on the occasion were 
conducted by Rev. Dr. Jones of Philadelphia, who preached the 
sermon; Rev. E. K. Bower, who offered the ordaining prayer 
and proposed the constitutional questions; Rev. B. T. Phillips, 
who gave the charge to the people; and Rev. F. R. Masters, 
who gave the charge to the pastor.* 

"On the 20th October, an election for trustees was held in the 
Court House — Elders John McClelland and Wm. G. Gillespie 
presiding — which resulted in the choice of Messrs. Moses Up- 
right, Wm. K. Mailler, Walter H. Gorham, Wessel S. Gerard, 
Peter Ward and Charles Johnston. 

"The first meeting of the Session of the church was held on 
Friday evening, October 17th, at the residence of Mrs. C. Sly, in 

• Mr.McMollin resigned the charge, May 1st, 1860; and on the 6th of Jane a call was 
made on the Rev. Alex. R. Thompson, of Bridgeport, Conn., bat was not accepted. 
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High street. At the meeting of the Session, on the 31st October, 

the following persons were admitted on profession of faith: Mrs. 

E. C. Gillespie, Mrs. M. A. Casement, Miss M. Casement, 

"And the following persons by certificate: 

Asa sterling, Wm. K. ICailler, Susan A. Jessap, Jalianna Tyler 

Phoebe E. Sterling, Hannah P. Mailler, Margaret Shields, Mary Boyd ' 

Margaret Sterling, Maiy E. Halstead, Jane Shields, Marietta Watkina 

Mary Sterling, Zipporah Clark, John Little, Jane EUen Roe ' 

Nancy Sterling, Ann Barr, Ann Little, Maria Minor ' 

Robert Sterling, John L. Westenrelt, Isabella M. McMollin, Deborah BhUEe 

Maria Sterling, Catharine Westerveit, Bei\j. Tyler, Wm Qerrin ' 

Sarah Gervin. 

"The first communion of the church was celebrated on the 
first Sabbath in November, 1856, at which time the membership 
had reached eighty-one. 

"Soon after the organization of the church, it was determined 
to erect a suitable edifice — the public services, in the meantime 
being held in the Court House. A subscription was opened to 
which not only the members of the church and congregation 
contributed liberally, but which embraced the names of many in 
other connexions. A sufficient sum was subscribed, during the 
winter of 1856, to justify the trustees in purchasing a site on 
Liberty street, and procuring a plan for the building. 

"From different plans which were submitted, one drawn by 
Messrs. Geraid & Boyd was selected; and estimates having been 
invited, the contract for erecting the building was awarded to 
Mr. John Little. A building committee of three trustees, viz: 
Messrs. Mailler, Gorham and Ward, was appointed; and Mr. 
Withers, Architect, was engaged to superintend the work. The 
ground was broken in the month of April, 1857; and the comer- 
stone laid, with appropriate exercises, on the 9th of July, follow- 
ing, at 2 o'clock, P. M. The services commenced by singing the 
hymn entitled, "Beyond the starry skies." Rev. Dr. McLaren 
followed with a very appropriate address to the Throne of Grace, 
and a portion of the Scripture was read by the Rev. Dr. McCar- 
rell. Chas. Johnston, on behalf of the trustees, then read a 
statement showing the organization and progress of the church, 
which was followed by the hymn, "Let every heart rejoice and 
sing." The Rev. Mr. Crowell, of Philadelphia, then delivered an 
address, which was followed by the laying of the corner-stone 
by the Rev. Dr. Forsyth, who, in consequence of the feeble health 
of Mr. McMuUin, had been selected by the trustees for that 
duty. Dr. Forsyth introduced the ceremony by a short address, 
and was followed, at its conclusion, by Rev. Alex. R. Thompson, 
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of Statcn Island. The exercises closed with an anthem by the 
choir, and the benediction by Rev. Dr. Forsyth. 

"The building was dedicated on the 24th of February, 1858. 
The services were opened by an anthem by the choir, and invoca- 
tion by the pastor. The Rev. Dr. Sprolo then read a selection 
from the Scriptures, which was followed by singing the 504th 
hymn. Prayer was then offered by Rev. Dr. McCarrell, and the 
502d hymn sung. Rev. Dr. Murray, of Elizabeth, N. J., then 
delivered a discourse from 1st Kings, 6:4, and 8:63. At the 
conclusion, the congregation arose, and, with solemn and impres- 
sive words, the speaker dedicated the house to the worship of 
God. The services were concluded with prayer by the pastor, 
and the singing of a hymn. 




"The style of the church edifice is that sometimes known 
among architects as the Flemish, having, however, many of the 
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peculiarities of the Gothic. It has a front of 56 feet on Liberty 
street, running back to the depth of 96 feet, with a lecture-room 
in the rear. The audience-room is 72 by 62 feet — the lecture- 
room 62 by 22 feet. The aspect of the interior is that of severe 
simplicity. A tressle-work supports the roof, obviating the 
necessity for pillars, thus affording an unobstructed view from 
every part of the house. All the wood-work is grained, the pews 
being of chestnut oiled and grained so as to retain the natural 
color and grain of the wood; and the finish throughout has a 
pleasing effect. The cost of the building, lot, fencing, furniture, 
&c., was about $21,500. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MIDDLEHOPE. 

The project of building a Presbyterian church at Middlehope 
was proposed in January, 1859, and was readily embraced by 
several of the active members of the Presbyterian church at 
Marlborough. The enterprise having received sufficient encour- 
agement to warrant further proceedings, a meeting was held 
(March 12,) at which Nathaniel T. Hawkins, Peter V. B. Fowler, 
Jas. Kodman, and Jas. 0. Conklin, were appointed "to contract 
for and build a church, and to take such measures to raise funds 
and to carry out and finish the work as they may think proper." 
This committee soon after awarded the contract for building to 
James D. Purdy, and that for painting to Ward & Leonard. 

The building was 
completed in Septem- 
ber, 1859, and it was 
dedicated on the 6th of 
Oct., at an adjourned 
meeting of the Presby- 
tery of North River. — 
The dedicatory sermon 
was delivered by Rev. 
Doct. W. T. Sprole; 
reading of the Scrij)- 
tures by Rev. B. T. 
Phillips, and the dedi- 
catory prayer by Rev. 
S. H. Jagger. The 
building is 30x40 feet, with a lobby 8x20 feet. Its cost, including 
furniture, was about $2,500. 

FIRST ASSOCIATE REFORMED CHURCH. 

Until near the close of the last century, the adherents of the 
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Associate Reformed church resident in Newburgh, were connect- 
ed with the church of Little Britain, which was founded in 1 768. 

Measures were taken to gather a congregation in 1797; and a 
church was formed consisting of the following persons, viz: Mr. 
Hugh Walsh, and his wife, Mrs. Catharine Walsh; Mr. Daniel 
Nivcn, and his wife, Mrs. Jane Niveii; Mr. Robert Boyd, and his 
wife, Mrs. Eleanor Boyd; Miss Janet Boyd; Mr. Robert Gourlay, 
and his wife, Mrs. Margaret Gourlay; Capt. Derick Amcrman; 
Mr. Robert W. Jones; Mrs. Elizabeth Belknap, wife of Isaac 
Belknap; Mr. Samuel Belknap; Mr. Hugh Speir; Mr. Alex. Tel- 
ford and Mr. George Telford. The exercises in connection with 
the formal organization of the church were probably conducted 
by the Rev. Thos. G. Smith, at that time pastor of Little Britain. 

The legal incorporation of the congregation did not take place 
until Feb. 7th, 1803, when Messrs. Derick Amerman, Hugh 
Walsh, Daniel Niven, Robert Gourlay, Robert Boyd, John Brown, 
Isaac Belknap, Jr., John Coulter, and Robert W. Jones were 
elected trustees. The Ruling Elders at this period were Daniel 
Niven, Samuel Belknap, Hugh Speir, John Shaw, and Derick 
Amerman. Many of the persons above named were among the 
most prominent and influential residents of the village and the 
vicinity; whose enterprise and energy helped to make Newburgh 
the centre of business which it has been since the close of the 
Revolutionary war. 

The first pastor of this church was the Rev. Robert Kerr, who 
is reported to have been a preacher of more than usual ability. 
He was a native of Ireland, and had been settled in the ministry 
in that country. * He came to the United States in 1797, and was 
received by the Associate Reformed Presbytery of New York, on 
the 10th of October, 1797, and probably began his labors in 
Newburgh at that time, as steps were taken at that meeting of 
Presbytery to give him a regular call. He was installed pastor 
on the 6th of April, 1799. He resigned his charge on the 14th 
January, 1802. He subsequently removed to the South, and 
labored "with great diligence, approbation and success" within 
the bounds of the Associate Reformed Synod of Carolina, until 
his death, which occurred in Savannah, 11th June, 1805, when on 
his way to the General Synod. 

Mr. Kerr was succeeded by the Rev. James Scrimgeour, who 
was installed as pastor on the 11th August, 1803. He was a 
native of Scotland, and had been settled in the ministry for seven 
or eight years at North Berwick. The loss of health obliged 
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him to resign his charge and the work of his profession for some 
years. Up to this time he had been one of the most popular i 

preachers in Scotland. Having recovered his health in a good 
degree, he was induced by the Rev. Dr. John M. Mason to 
emigrate to America in 1802. He remained in the pastoral care 
of the church of Xewburgh until 1812, when he accepted a call 
to Little Britain and was installed there on the 24th of June of 
that year. In this charge he remained until his death in 1825.* 
A vacancy, occurred after Mr. Scrimgeour's removal, of about 
four years, during which time various unsuccessful efforts were 
made to obtain a pastor. Calls were addressed to Mr. (now Dr.) 
Robert McCartee, and to Mr. (afterwards Dr.) John Knox, 
licentiates and graduates of tluj Theological Seminary; but i 

; finally an invitation was given to the Rev. Arthur I. Stansbury, 

minister of (jraham's church in this county, which he accepted, 
and he was installed 4th December, 1816. Mr. Stansbury was \ 

exceedingly popular, and had he remained here, the congregation 
would speedily have become the largest in the village. But his 
pastorate in Newburgh was very bri(;f. He resigned his charge 
in April, 1817, having accepted a call to the First Presbyterian 

' church of Albany. 

The Rev. James Chrystie, minister of the Reformed Dutch 

I church of Union Village, "Washington county, having been 

invited to succeed Mr. Stansbury, accepted the call, and was 
installed 20th September, 1818. He remained here as pastor, 

• The following obitaary we copy from the Politicul Index of Feb. 15. 1825: 

"Departed thin life on Friday inommg, the 14th of Feb., Rev. James Scrimgeour, 

minister of the goftpel at Little Britain, in the 6Rth Tear of his age. He studied theolosy 

under the direction of John Brown, of Haddington, and was settled as pastor ofa 

congregation in the Burgher connexion, at North Berwick. He was one of the ministers 

that came to this country with Dr. Mason, at the instance of the Associate Reformed 

Synod in the year 1802. In August, 1803, he accepted a call fh>m the Associate 

Reformed congregation at Newburgh, and was for some time pastor of that congrega- 

I tion. The last twelve years of his ministry and of his life, were spent in Little Britam, 

I having been called by that congregation, and installed in this charge, the 24th of Jan., 

j ' 1812. As a man, he was fhink, sincere and friendly— as a son, a husband and a father, 

I faithful and aflbctionate — as a Christian, an Israelite indeed, in whom there was no 

suile— and as a preacher of the gospel, as thousands both in Scotland and America who 

nave been long edified and delighted with his ministrations can witness, simple, grand, 

sincere— 

"In doctrine incorrupt, in language plsin. 
And plain in manner; decent, solemn, chaste, 
And natural in gesture; much impressed 
Himself, as conscious of his awfhl chai^, 
And anxious mainly that the flock he feedn 
May feel it too. Affectionate in look. 
And tender in address, as well becomes 
A messenger of grace to guilty men." 
The theme on which he most delighted to dwell was the person and work of the 
Redeemer, exemplifyinff the apostolic determination, to know nothing among his people 
but Jesus Christ and him cnicifled. He died in the faith of that gospel which he 
preached, and left to his friends, who bless his memory, the cheering hope, that when 
Chridt who was his life shall appear, then shall he also appear with him in gloiy." 
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winning the warm attachment of the congregation, until October, 
1821, when he joined the Reformed Presbyterian church and 
removed to Albany. 

The present pastor, the Rev. Dr. McCarrell, commenced his 
labors here as a supply on the 4th Dec, 1822. He was ordained 
and installed pastor, 14th March, 1823. The sermon was 
by the Rev. Dr. John McJimpsey; the ordination prayer was 
offered by the Rev. James Scrimgeour; the charges to pastor 
and people were delivered by the Rev. James Mairs, of Galway, 
N. y. How faithfully and successfully Dr. McCarrell has 
discharged the duties of the sacred office during a period exceed- 
ing that of the service of all his predecessors put together, it is 
not necessary for us to say. 

The first edifice occupied by the church was erected on a lot 
given by James Renwick, of New York, and which now forms 
part of the farm of Capt. Henry Robinson. The church stood a 
little to the north and west of the gambrel-roofed house — ^with 
its side to the river — which forms so conspicuous an object on the 
hill west of the shipyards. It was surrounded by magnificent 
old apple and pear trees, and in form was very similar to the First 
Presbyterian church at that time — having a square tower on the 
south end. Mr. Renwick deeded the lot, which was 200 feet 
square, to William Renwick, Dr. John Kemp, Rev. John M. 
Mason, Alexander Robertson, Alexander Hosack, John Turner, 
Jr., George Lindsay, Robert Gosman, of the city of New York; 
and Hugh Walsh, George Gardner, Robert Gourlay, Daniel 
Niven, Robert Boyd, Robert Ferguson, Thomas Tait, Robert 
W. Jones, and Alexander Murray, of Newburgh as "Trustees 
appointed by the said James Renwick, for the Presbyterian 
church of Newburgh in connection with the Associate (Reformed) 
S^nod in the U. States of America, — for the sole use and intent 
that the trustees and members of said church should erect a 
church for Christian worship, and also a school house for the 
instruction of youth." The church was completed in 1798,* but 

* There is an anecdote connected with the boilding of this chaich edifice, which, as 
it shows a heart to have been in the right place, we relate. When the boilding was 
being finished, the trustees and others could not agree about placing a window in the 
garret : some wanted it on the ^nnd of appearance; some that it would ventilate and 
preserve the building; others olgected to the expense and that it was not needed — one 
suggested that a blind or &Ise window would answer all purposes of appearance and 
cost comparatively nothing. Daniel Niven, Esq., in reply to this last proposition said, 
"that as long as he had anything to do with the church there should be no more 
hypocrisy outside than inside of if The alignment was closed, and a very large 
window, more expensive than any hi the boilding, placed in the garret. When tfis 
edifice was taken down, the large window was preserved, and it now lies in the garret 
of the new church, embalmed in the pious fragrance of the above remark. — Eager'B 
Orange County, 213. 
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no effort was ever made to erect a school house, the locality 
being wholly unsuited for such an edifice. As the growth of the 
village was more towards the north than the south, the church 
came to be quite out of town, and very inconveniently located 
for the great mass of its members. Accordingly, in 1821, 
measures were taken towards the erection of a new church 
within the village; the old building was taken down in the year 
just named, and while the new one was being built the congre- 
gation met for worship in the old court room. The present 

church was dedicated with appro- 
' priato services on the 4th of Janu- 
ary, 1822, on which occasion the 
, Rev, James Scrimgeour preached 
from Hosea, viii. 17. The lot on 
, wliich the church was erected was 
^the ^ift of Mr. Hugh Walsh, one 
;pf the founders of the society, and 
■Whose memory deserves to be gra te- 
ll fully cherished by its members as 
I one of its greatest benefactors. Mr. 
.Walsh also gave the largest por- 
^►tion of the lot on which the Par- 
sonage stands and which was erected upon it in 1820. 

Internally, the church is unaltered, but externally sbme change 
has been made since its erection. The cupola was completed in 
1834 and a bell procured. The lecture-room on the north side of 
the church was built about 1840. 

UNION CHURCH ( SECOND ASSOCIATE REFORMED.) 

In 1836 the growth of the first church suggested to a number 
of its members the propriety of enlarging the edifice or of 
erecting a new congregation. The latter alternative was adopt- 
ed, and on the 30th of July, 1837, Union church was constituted, 
consisting of a colony of twenty-seven persons who belonged to 
the old church. Their names are as follows: 

E. W. Farrington, Mrs. Farrington. 

Thoraton M. Niven, Mrs. Niven , 

John Wise, Mre. Wiac, 

John Beveridge, Mrs. Beyeridge, 

Arnold McXear, Mrs. McNear, 

James Johnson , Mrs. Johnson , 

Matthew Sims, Mrs. Sims, 




James Blacklaw, 
James Danskin, 
Stewart KeUy, 
John James Monell, 



Hr8.Black]aw, 
Mrs. Danskin, 
Mrs. Kelly, 
MIbb E. Cypher, 



Mrs. E. Pnrdy, Miss C. Anderson. 

Mre Catharine Stewart 
Miss N. Barclay, 



The following persons were elected as Ruling Elders, viz: John 

Beveridge, E. Ward Farrington, Thornton M. Niven, John Wise. 

The Rev. James Mairs, formerly of Galway, Saratoga Co., 
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delivered the first discourse to the newly organized church, on 
Lord's Day, the 13th of August, 1837, in the old court room in 
the Academy, wliere the congregation met for worship, until the 
completion of the church at the corner of Clinton and Water 
streets. On the 5th of December following, the Rev. John 
Forsyth, Jr., was installed pastor — the services being held in the 
court room. The Rev. Dr. Mc Jimpsey preached the sermon ; the 
Rev. Drs. Wallace and McLaren gave the charges to the people 
and the pastor. 

The location of the church — below the hill and at the northern 
extremity of the village — was not wisely determined, though the 
choice was prompted by the purest motives. The design was to 
accommodate the numerous families residing at the upper end of 
Water-street and the vicinity, and it was hoped that not a few of 
those whose distance from the other churches hindered their 
attendance in the sanctuary might be drawn to it. These hopes 
were to a considerable extent realized. But the experience of 
congregations in Newburgh and elsewhere goes to prove that in 
towns of eight or ten thousand inhabitants, the true position for 
a church edifice is one as near the centre of the town as possible. 

Notwithstanding this and other obstacles in the way of the 
growth of the church, it steadily advanced in members. In the 
spring and summer of 1843, this church, in common with others 
in Newburgh, enjoyed a season of revival, and a very large 
number was added to the list of communicants. 

Dr. Forsyth was elected to a professorship in the College of 
New Jersey at the end of the year 1846, but he did not retire 
from the pastorate until near the autumn of 1847. He was 
succeeded by Mr. Abraham R. Van Nest, a recent graduate of 
the Theological Seminaiy at New Brunswick, who was ordained 
and installed pastor in the Spring of 1848. Mr. Van Nest 
remained here about a year. He was called by the Ref. Dutch 
church, 21st street. New York, and having accepted the invita- 
tion he removed thither in the Spring of 1849. Almost immedi- 
ately upon his departure, the Rev. Dr. Robert McCartee, formerly 
of Canal-st. church, but at this time of Goshen, was called, and 
having accepted the invitation he was installed in May, 
1849. Dr. McCartee labored here with great acceptance and 
success until 1855, when he removed to New York to take the 
pastoral charge of the 25th-st. A. R. church. This society was 
subsequently incorporated with another Scottish Presbyterian 
church in 22d-st., of which Dr. McC. is now pastor. Union 
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church was supplied by various persons during the first six 
months or more after Dr. McCurtee'g removal --particularly by 
the Rev. Mr. Cunningham, now of Tndianapolis, who preached 
here with threat acceptance. Finally, the Rev. Mr. Jack — who 
had graduated in the Seminary in the Spring of 1851 — was 
called, ordained, and installed in June, 1867, by the Presbytery 
of New York. On this occasion the sermon was preached by the 
Rev. John Brash, of New York, who also proposed the usual 
questions to the candidate, and oifered the ordairunf: prayer. 
The charge to the pastor was given by Rev. G. M. McEachron of 
Mongaup Valley; and that to the people by Rev. Dr. Forsyth. 

A church edifice was erected on a lot at the corner of Water 
and Clinton streets, which had been given to the congregation 
for this ]Mir|>oflo. Ground was broken on the 27th of July, 1837, 
and the building was dedicated on the 1st day of May, 1838, 
when a suitable sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. M. N. 
McLaren, then of lIttm[)tonbur^h. Here the congregation 
continued to worship until the month of March, 1859, when the 
property was sold to the Rector and vestry of St. George's 
church. The last time it was used by Union church, the sermon 
was preached by the first pastor. Dr. Forsyth. 

The old First Pres- 
byterian edifice was 
purchased in March 
1859, by the Union 
church, and has 
been since occupied 
by this society. — 
By this change of 
location one great 
obstacle in the way 
of growth was re- 
moved, as the pres- 
ent state of the con- 
gregation proves. 

It only remains to 
add that in conse- 
quence of the union 
of the Associate Re- 
\i.wtvis^^ — ^^^ - - ^"^r^r^-asT-^*"^" formed and the As- 

sociate churches, out of which the United Presbyterian church 
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grew, the congregation of Union church was induced to unite 
in October, 1869, with the Old School branch of the Presbyterian 
church, and is now a component part of that body. 

REFORMED FR0TE9TAXT DITCH CHURCH. 

The history of this church dates from October, 1834, when 
the Rev. Wm. Cruickshank, on tlic application of some of the 
members of the Reformetl Dutch church in the city of New 
York, was induced to visit Newburgh and undertake the estab- 
lishment of a church. His efforts were successful, and, on the 
24th February following, the church was formally organized by 
the Classis of Orange, at which time Isaac Belknap, Thomas G. 
Stansborough, Isaac A. K novels, and John W. Knevels, were 
ordained Elders; and Cornelius Bogardus, Thos. Jessup, Daniel 
Corwin, and Albert Wells, Deacons. Eighteen persons were 
then received into its communion by certificate. 

On the 13th of April, 1835, the Consistory invited the Rev. 
William Cruikshank to become their pastor; and the call having 
been approved by the Classis of Orange, he was installed as 
the first pastor of the church on the 23d of April of the same 
year. In December, 1837, Mr. Cruickshank resigned; and, on the 
13th of June, 1838, a call was addressed to the Rev. Isaac M. 
Fisher, which was accepted, and he was installed in July. He 
remained pastor only until the 5tli of October of the same year, 
when he resigned, on account of failing health. On the ITtli May, 
1839, the Rev. F. H. Vanderveer was called, and continued the 
pastor of the church until the 19th August, 1842, when he resign- 
ed. On the 13th Sept., 1842, a call was mrde upon the Rev. A. B. 
Van Zandt, and he was installed by a deputation of the Classis of 
Orange on the 14th of December following. He resigned in June, 
1849; and was succeeded by the Rev. M. N. McLaren, who was 
installed Nov. 12th, 1850.* He resigned the charge Feb. 5th, 1869, 



* The Rev. Malcolm N. McLaren was iiwtalled an Paalor over the Reformed Dutch 
Chmrch in this place on Tuesday evening last. The introductory exercise was the 
chanting of the 19th Psalm; this was followed by reading of the Scripture and a very 
ap^ropnate praver by the Bev. Mr. Schoonmaker. The hymn, **Go preach my gospel, 
saith the Lord/^ was sung; and the sermon was then delivered by Rev. Mr. Allfger from 
Ist Cor. 3:4— "My preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in , 

I demoostration of the Spirit and of power.-* The choir then sung, | 

"Come in, thou blessed of the Lord, 
Oh come, in Jesos* precious name; 
We welcome thee with one accord, 
And trust the Savionr does the same.-* 
The faistalling form was read by the Rev. Mr. Lee, after which was sung a <;[uartette 
and choras, "How beautiful are them tliat preach the gospel of peace; that bnng glad 
tidings of good thhigs. Let thy priests, O God, be clothed with salvation and let thv 
sahits T^oice in goodness.'' Then followed the Doxology, "Praise God troia whom all 
bleningB flow," and the exercises closed with the benediction.— Gaz., Nov, 19, 1860. 
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and on the 14th June, a call was made upon the Rev. G. H. 
Mandcville, of Flushing, L. I., who entered upon the duties of 
pastor August 21st, of the same year* 

The church was organized in the Associate Reformed church f 
edifice; and its subsequent meetings, until the completion of the 
building now occupied by it, were held in the Academy. Mr. 
Cruickshank, the first pastor, devoted all his energies to the 
interests of the infant church, and its early success was due, in 
a great measure, to his indefatigable exertions. He obtained 
from his congregation, and from New York, a handsome sub- 
scription for the erection of a church edifice; the site for which 
was selected on the corner of Grand and Third streets. The 
building was commenced about the 1st of October, 1835. J Mr. 
Warren, of New York, was the architect, and Gerard & Halsey, 
masons, and A. Whitmarsh, carpenter, were the contractors. Ser- 
vice was first held in the basement on Sunday, August 13th, 
1837, by the Rev. Mr. Cruickshank; § and on the Ith December 
following, the edifice was dedicated with the usual ceremonies. || 

The financial reverses of 1837, seriously affected the temporal 
interests of the church; and the Consistory were compelled to 

* During the vacancy between the reidfrnation of Dr. McLaren and the installation of 
Mr. Mandeville, the pastoral duties of the Church were performed by the Rev. John 
Forsyth, D. D. 

t The services on this occasion were conducted by the Bcv. F. H. Vandervcer, who de- 
livered the sermon, and by the Rev. Samuel Van Vechten, who addressed the memben 
and congregation. 

i Rev. Wm. Cruickshank was installed October 22d, 1835. Rev. J. H. Bcvier, of 
Shawangunk preached fW)m Isaiah bdi— 6. The services were held in the Academy 
building, then occupied by the Church for its regular worship. After the installation, 
the congregation moved in procession to the foundation walls of the Church, preceded 
by the architect, builders, clergy, &c., presenting a handsome sight. 

The comer-stone was then laid. Rev. Wm. Cruickshank first read a history of the 
organization of the Church, and a list of pa])or8, &c.. which had been placed in a box 
prepared for the ocwwion. Rev. Wra. S. Heyer offered prayer. The box was then pot 
into the plac^e made for it by Elder Isaac Belknap, who made some feeling remarks. — 
Rev. Doct. Brodhead then delivered an address, standing on the top of the stone buttreas. 
Rev. Thomas DeWitt, D. D., followed in an address which called up the deep feelings of 
the heart and carried the imagination from the earthly to the heavenly temple. Services 
concluded by prayer and benediction by Rev. John Landon of the M.G. Church.— C^bri*- 
iian InUUigencer, Oct. 31, 1835. 

§ The basement room of the noble and imposing edifice erected by the Reformed 
Dutch congregation of this Village, was opened for public worship last Sunday mominff. 
The services were performed by the pastor, the Rev Mr. Cruickshank, who, in the eany 
part of the services, solemnly dedicated it to the service of Almighty God, as a pUce of 
social prayer, for Sabbath School instruction, and for Lectures, or the exposition of the 
sacred Scriptures.— Te/fgrapA, Nov, 17, 1837. 

II The Reformed Dutch Church of this Village was, on Thursday last, dedicated with 
appropriate and interesting ceremonies. The beautiful edifice — interior and exterior- 
was a subject of admiration to a very large concourse of people assembled on the occa- 
sion. The services consisted of a dedicatory address by Rev. Wm. Cruickshank; and a 
sermon by Rev. Thomas DeWitt. D. D., from Psalms Ixxxvii : 3. Rev. R. P. Lee, Rev. 
Wm. S. Heyer, and Rev. F. H. Vanderveer, engaged in other parts of the services of the 
day. Yesterday a sale of pews took place, the proceeds of which amounted to abont 
$3,000.— Te/cgra/)A, Dec, 14, 1837. 
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submit to a sale of the church property, (April, 1839,) which 
was purchased by Mr. Daniel Farrington, on behalf of the credi- 
tors for the sum of $10,053. An arrangement, however, was 
soon after effected by which Matthew V. B. Fowler became the 
purchaser of the property in trust for the church. The debt was 
gradually reduced, and, in 1859, the Consistory was enabled to 
resume the title. 




The church edifice is of Grecian architecture, and was origi- 
nally surmounted by a massive dome. It is built of stone, and 
is 50x80 feet with a portico of 20 feet, making the whole depth 
100 feet. The cost of the building, lot, &c., was about $20,000. 
During the year 1851, the parsonage was built on the east side 
of the lot on Third street, at a cost of $3,227. 

FIRST REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

The origin of this congregation may be traced to the self- 
denying exertions of a few individuals in the communion of the 
Reformed Presbyterian church, whose lot was cast, by Divine 
Providence, in the village of Newburgh and vicinity, among 
whom James Clark, 0. Gailey, Robert Johnston, and others, 
were prominent. A society for prayer and other devotional 
services was formed and regularly attended as early as 1816 or 
'17, which proved the means of gathering together and combi- 
ning the efforts of a sufficient number to warrant an application 
for occasional preaching. From 1817 until 1824, the society was 
supplied with preaching by the Rev. J. R. Willson, D. D., at that 
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time pastor at Coldcnham. Increasing in numbers, and desirous 
of obtaining a fuller supply of ordinances, the members of the 
Ncwburgh branch of the Coldenham congregation, as it came 
to be called, were, by deed of Presbytery, separated from the 
Coldenham congregation and, in 1824, organized as a distinct 
church, of which Samuel Wright and John Lawson were Elders, 
and William M. Wiley and John Crawford, Deacons. Soon after 
the organization, Mr. Matthew Duke was added to the Elders, 
and Mr. William Thompson to the Deacons. 

The first pastor of the church was the Rev. Jas. R. Johnston, 
who was ordained and installed in 1825. His connection with it 
was dissolved in 1829. On the 8th of June, 1830, the Rev. Hoses 
Roney became his successor, and served with great acceptance 
until 1848, when he was compelled to resign on account of 
declining health. On the 14th November, 1849, the present 
pastor, the Rev. Samuel Carlisle, was installed. 

The first public services of the 
church were conducted in the 
Academy. Arrangements were 
made for the erection of a church 
edifice in 1818, which was com- 
i plcted the following year and is 
still occupied by the congrega- 
■ tion. In 1852, it was re-built, 
".during which time the public ser- 
vices of the congregation were 
held in the Court House. It affords accommodations for about 
five hundred persons. 

SECOND REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

The Second Reformed Presbyterian church of Newburgh was 
organized by a commission of the New York Presbytery, on the 
12th December, 1854. The original membership was composed 
of William Thompson, James Frazier and William Johnston, 
Elders ; and John Lawson and James Hilton, Deacons ; together 
with twenty-six private members. Since the organization, the 
membership has increased, (1858) to about one hundred and 
twenty-five. 

In accordance with a call made by the congregation, the Rev. 
J. Ren wick Thompson was installed pastor, Dec. 19, 1855, and 
still has the care of the church. 

The public services of the church were first held in the Court 
House. Arrangements for the erection of a church edifice, 
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Jonathui Atheiion, 1785 to 1788 I Jethro Johnson, 1799 to IKOO 

WUliam Bnmdage, 1788 to 1796 | Luke Davu, 1803 to 1811 

William C. Thompson, 1812 to 1818 

From the minutes of the Warwick Baptist Association, the 

following additional facts have been obtained, viz: 

CHURCH AT NBWBUROH. 

DoU. DeUgaU$, No, Membtri 

1791 WUIiam Brondage, Nathaniel Wyatt. 27 

1792 do James Gray, 33 

1793 do do 32 

1794 do Gilbert Kniffen, 32 

1795 do Peter Tharp, Benjamin Ellison, 32 
1796* Theophilos Asherton, Jacob Witer, Be^j. Ellison, Peter Tharp, 28 

*In this year the following query was received from the Chorch at Newbarni, viz: "Is 
it oooaiateiit with the Goapei to hold oommanion with a pemn whom we Jadge to be a 
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however, were made soon after the organization, and the build- I 

I ing was completed in November, 1855, and dedicated on the 25th ' 

I of that month. The morning services were conducted by Rev. | 
I Dr. Christy, of New York, who delivered an able lecture on the 

I 12th chapter of Isaiah. In the afternoon, the discourse was by ; 

the pastor of the church, from Genesis 28 — 17; and the evening ; 

services were conducted by Dr. \ 
Christy. The church building is , 
without much architectural char- 
acter. It is constructed of brick, ' 
and is capable of accommodating | 
six hundred persons. It is situa- | 
ted on Grand street, north of Cath- | 
arine street. | 
The present officers of the church are William Thompson, | 
James Frazier, William Johnston and Francis Wilson, Elders; ■ 
and John Lawson, James Hilton, Andrew Little and William I 
Cameron, Deacons. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The facts relative to the early history of the Baptist church in i 

Newburgh, are very limited and devoid of detail. From Bene- | 

diet's "History of the Baptists," we learn that from 1740 to 1780, ; 

the Bev. Mr. Halstead, who was then pastor of the Baptist ' 
church at Fishkill, performed missionary labors at different 

places in Duchess and Ulster counties; and, in 1782, succeeded I 

in organizing a branch of the Fishkill society in the northern ' 
part of the town of Newburgh. In 1785, this society assumed 

an independent organization, and took its place under the charge | 

of the Warwick Baptist Association as the "Church at New- | 

burgh." The pastors of this church, up to 1818, were as follows: ! 
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1797 Theophilas ABherton, Nathaniel Wyatt, U 

1798 No retarns. 

1799 Jethro Johnson, Theophilas Asherton, 28 

1800 do Peter Tharp, Oliver Gosman, 30 
1803* Lake Davis, Oliver Cosman, Joseph Caaldwell, John Caafield, 39 
180i do OUver Ooeman, 43 

1805 do John Caafield, William TiVinterton, 39 

1806 do Oliver Oosman, Joseph Caaldwell, 36 

1807 do do do 32 

1808 do Joseph Canld well, 32 

1809 do William Winterton, 32 

1810 do 36 

1811 do JohnCaafleld, 39 

1812 Wm. C. Thompson, Joseph Caaldwell, William Wmterton, 34 
1814 do Joseph CaoldweU, 32 
18I5t do Oliver Cosman, Joseph Caiddwell, 29 
1817 John Ellis, Joseph Caoldwell, 19 

In 1818, the "Church at Newburgh" was united with that at 
Pleasant Valley, under the title of the "Pleasant Valley and 
Newburgh Church," and its separate existence ceased.J 

No effort appears to have been made to organize a church in 
the village of Newburgh until 1821. Baptist missionaries, 
however, frequently visited the place, and among others the 
Rev. Mr. Price, Chas. Mais, and Thomas Powell, the latter after- 
wards, or at that time, (1820,) pastor of the church at Cornwall. 
In 1817, the Hudson River Baptist Association made arrange- 
ment to supply the village with missionaries for one year.§ The 
Rev. Lewis Leonard held the first service under this arrangement 
in the Academy on the 14th December. 

From the records of the present church we learn, that "on 
Wednesday evening, February 21st, 1821," a meeting was held 

Christian baptized by immersion, although the administrator thereof was anbaptized?'' 
Aruwer—" AB this subject is now in debate, both by American and Earopean Churches, 
we think prudent to defer our final opinion until next Association, and that our breth- 
ren be requested to prepare their sentiments in writing." 

* In 1802-3, the Bev. Luke Davis labored here as a missionary and succeeded in gath- 
ering a small congregation, which was subsequently united with the old Church, as 
appears by the following extract from the minutes of the Association, viz: "A Church 
recently raised under the ministry of Bro. Luke Davis, having united with the Church 
at Newburgh, are hereby recorded as one Church, to be known as the 'Church at New- 
burgh.' " 

t The committee appointed to deliberate on the letter received fh)m brother Price, on 
the subject of Missions, reported, that in their opinion the object of his wishes is worthy 
of the respecthil attention of this body. Thereupon, Resolved, That we approve of the 
exertions of our esteemed brother Price, to form Missionary Societies, auxiliary to thai 
formed at Philadelphia, May, 1814, for the purpose of extending the Gospel to the Hea- 
then World; and we recommend it to the Churches composing this Association, to aid 
the object of said Society in such ways as they shall judge most expedient — MinuUa. 

I The reports of the "Pleasant Valley and Newburgh Church" are contmued in the 
minutes down to 1827. 

§ At a meeting of the Hudson River Baptist Association, the foUowinjg genUemen 
agreed to supply their brethren and others who may wish to attend their improvement 
in the village of Newburgh, with preaching for one vear, viz: Revds. John WiUiams, 
Archibald Maclay, Johnson Chase, Jacob Brouner, Mr. (John) Ellis, Aaron Perkins, 
Lewis Leonard, Avarv Briggs, Joshua Bradley, Chas. G. Somers,Hr. Wiley. 

Agreeably to the above resolution, the inhabitants of this Village are informed that 
Mr. Leonard will preach in the Court House (Academy) on Lord's Day, the 14th of tiie 
present month. Exercises to commence at 10 o'clock, A. M. Newbonrfa, Dec. 9, 1817. 
—Adv. PoUHcal Index. 
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at the rcsidc|^cc of Lydia Ann Hill, for the purpose of consulting 
in reference to the organization of a church. "As the result of 
this meeting, an invitation was sent to Elder Daniel G. Stears to 
visit the brethren and give them such counsel as circumstances 
required. On the fourth Wednesday in March following, a com- 
mittee was appointed to draft articles of faith and covenant, 
which were presented and adopted at a meeting held on the 
11th of April. On the 16th of May, the church was formally 
organized — Wm. Pierce acting as moderator, and Lewis Leonard 
as clerk. There were fourteen members at the time of its con- 
stitution, five of whom were brethren. 

"Tin's church survived, with all the attending difficulties usual 
to weak churches, until July 12, 1828. During its existence 
forty-four persons united with it, of whom only four were by 
baptism. The few members attached to the church at the time 
of its dissolution removed their membership, and gradually all 
trace of it vanished." 

From 1828 until 1834, there was no Baptist church organiza- 
tion in the village. On the 28d of December, 1834, however, a 
meeting was held "in the brick meeting house, then owned by 
the Methodists, for the purpose of organizing a church. There 
were four ministers present, viz: Parkinson, Bernard, Martin, 
and David James. Having resolved to constitute a church, it 
was agreed that Elder Parkinson preach the sermon. Elder 
Martin was appointed clerk. Elder Bernard gave the charge, 
and Elder Parkinson the right hand of fellowship. Elder David 
James was the first pastor of this church, it having been formed 
under his charge. The number of members at the time of its 
constitution is said to have been thirteen. At the first church 
meeting, held Jan. 10, there were present three brethren and 
seven sisters. The three brethren were David James, the pastor; 
Wm. Mitchell, deacon, and Joseph Chase, clerk." 

Mr. James continued to serve as pastor until Jan. 1838, when 
he resigned. The church does not appear to have gained much, 
in point of numbers, during his ministry — the largest attendance 
upon church meetings, for several months prior to his resignation, 
having been three brethren and four sisters. In April, 1838, 
Elder Spencer accepted a call to the pastorate, and served in tliat 
capacity until August following, when ho resigned. The pulpit 
was temporarily supplied by Elder James until December, when 
Elder Van Gilder took the charge. He served until July, 1839, 
when Elder Daniel T. Hill accepted an invitation to supply the 
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pulpit every Sabbath morning. This arrangement continued for 
only a few months. In July, 1840, Elder Geo. PhipPen accepted 
the pastorate and remained in the charge until Nov. 1st, 1842, 
when he resigned. During his ministry the condition of the 
society considerably improved. "Some old difficulties were re- 
moved, some prejudices which had long existed were broken 
down, and, as a denomination, some progress was made in gain- 
ing a more favorable opinion on the part of the community." 
An important change was also made in the place of worship 
occupied by the church, which had, soon after its organization, 
purchased from the Methodists the old brick building on the 
corner of Gidney avenue and Liberty street. In the spring of 
1842, this building was sold for $925; and on the third Sabbath 
in May, the church commenced worship in Washington Hall. 

The Rev. C. A. Raymond succeeded Mr. Phippen, and entered 
upon his duties on the first Sabbath in November, 1842. He was 
a young man of superior talent and great energy, and under his 
ministry the church rapidly increased in membership. He re- 
signed the charge in 1844. The Rev. W. S. Clapp, and the Rev. 
Thos. Applegate, served the church as supplies until April, 1847. 
In November of that year, a call was extended to the Rev. Jas. 
Scott, who entered upon the duties of the pastorate in December, 
and held the station until September 11, 1805, when he was remo- 
ved by death. On the 4th of May, 1856, the Rev. J. H. Castle 
accepted the vacant pastorate and served until March, 1859. 
His successor. Rev. Isaac Wescott, the present pastor, entered 
upon the charge May 1st, 1859. 

The first church edifice erected by the Baptists, was by the 
"Church at Newburgh." * This building is still standing, and is 

* Since the preceding pages 223 and 224 were printed, we have ascertained that the 
statements made therein in reference to this churoh, as well as to the movements of the 
earlv Baptists in this vicinity, are crroneoas in several particulars. Mr. Joseph Divine, 
of Pleasant Valley, has placed in our hands the records of the "Pleasant Valley Church," ■ 
from which it appeEurs tnat a Baptist Chureh was established at that place at an early 
period. The date of its constitation is not given. The statement in "Benedict's History 
of the Baptists," that it was organiaed in 1782, and was called the chureh at Newburgh, 
may be correct, but it is difficult to reconcile it with the tact that the location of the 
church was in New Marlborough Precinct, and that it is not usual to apply the name 
of a town to a chureh not within its limits. In the minutes of the F^easant Valley 
church, the church to which Mr. Benedict evidently refers is spoken of as "a branch of 
the Baptist Church at Fishkili," and that, in 1785, it was under the pastoral care of 
Elder James Phillips* At a regular meeting of the branch church, held on the 24th of 
May, 1785, at the house of Reuben Drake, a petition was presented by Nathan EUetand 
William Purdy, on behalf of themselves and others, asking that "the society be consti- 
tuted a separate church, and that Jonathan Atherton be ordained pastor." The appli- 
cation was granted. The ordination services, as well as the services constituting the 
church, were held on the 27th May. Elder Dakens preached the ordination sermon 
from Timothy 4 : 8. After prayer by Elder Cole, Elder Dakens gave the charge to the 
pastor and to the church. The minutes say: "Elder Phillips gave Bro. Atherton the 
hand and said, in presence of the whole congregation, that ne owned him as an Elder; 
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situated on the farm known as the "Rodman farm," near Lupton- 
dale, on the Ncwburgh and Shawangnnk Plank-road. It is a 

building about thirty feet 8(|uarc, with 
walls about twenty feet high, ten feet 
of which are stone, and is covered by 
what is called a "barrack roof" which 
rises to about twenty-five feet in the 
' centre. It was erected about the year 
1806, and was abandoned in 1831 or '32. It was subsequently 
sold to Mr. Koilman, and has since been used as a hay-house. 

The first Baptist services in the villjigc of Newburgh were 
held in tiie Academy. Subsequently the old Mcintosh house, the 
old Metiiodist church, and Washington Hall, were successively 
occupied. In 1849, a church edifice was erected on the corner 

and HO Elder Phillipa went to prayer. When done, Elder Cole gave ont an exhortation 
U> Bro. Atherton, and then to the church, and then to the whole oonffregation. When 
done, they Hang a Pnalm, went ont, and now we are left to ourHclves." 

Tlie "Baptist Clnirch at Pleasant Valley,** aH the new organization wan called, was 
rompoeed of the following memhen, viz: John and Mary Lester, Jo^iah and Sarah 
Baker, John and Hannah Coller, David and Hannah Martain, Nathan and Mary EUet. 
Bartliolotnew and Hannah Baker, Jonathan Atherton, Jediah Atwood, John (iUm. 
Thankful Mackey. Phebe Drake, Billaga Jones, Wm. Purdy, and Abraham StrickUmd. 
The memberHhip increased rapidly, and, in 1789, a branch church was established at 
Latintown, and another at New Paltz. On the 24th April, 1790, "a number of mem- 
bers were set oflT by themselves," and, on the 2d of June following, were constitated the 
** Church at Nnoburgh." The members of this church were as follows, viz: William 
Bnmdagc, Elder, Oliver Cosman, Nathaniel Wyatt, Archibald Ellet, Matthew Cropsey. 
Gilliert Kniffin, Lavina Kniffln, Elhsabeth Coaman, Phebe Merritt, Anna Wyatt, Eliza- 
beth Ellet, Anna Bloomer, Rachel Cropsey. 

The list of iiastors of the "Chureh at Newbnrglr' (p. 223,) also requires correction. 
Jonathan Atherton was the pairtor of the Pleasant Valley church from 1785 to 1790. 
He never held pastoral connection with the chnrch at Newburgh. The pastors of the 
Newburgh church were as follows, viz: Wm. Brundage from 1790 to 1795; Levi Hall 
from 1790 to 1799, holding service onethird of the time; Jcthro Johnson from 1799 to 
1803; Luke Davis from 1803 to 1811; Wm. C. Thompson, a licensed preacher but not 
an ordained minister, from 1812 to 1815; and John Ellis fh)m 1815 to 1817, whose time 
was efpinlly divided between the Newburgh and the Pleasant Valley church. On the 18th 
Nov. 1817, the two churches were united, as wc have previously stated, and, under the 
title of the "Union Church of Pleasant Valley and Newburgh," continued in existence 
down to Dec. 5, 1840, when the last entry is made in the minutes. From 1817 to 1832, 
meetings were held alternately at Pleasant Valley, where a chnrch edifice had been 
erected in 1780, and in the "Stone Meeting House,-' as it was called, in Newburgh — 
After 1832, meetings were held at Pleasant Valley only. The last pastor of the church 
was John Barrett, who was chosen Aug. 20, 1832. The old "Stone Meeting House'' 
was sold to Mr R«)draan sometime about 1830 or -37. The church organized by Mr. 
Davis in 1803, (note p. 224,) was, we are told, a small societv near Fostertown, and to 
effect the union of the two societies, Mr. Johnson resigned the pastorate of the old 
church. Mr. Davis lived for several years in a small parsonage house which stood on 
the church lot, and had the charge of the church property. 

We have already given, in the list of delegates to the Warwick Baptist Association, 
the names of several of the more prominent members of the church, which, with the 
names of the original membership, are all that can now be rescued from oblivion. Ad- 
joining the deserted church is a cemetery lot, and among the tall rank weeds by which 
it is overgrown are numerous headstones and little hillocks which mark the resting 
place of many. Only a few of the stones bear inscriptions, and among them the most 
prominent are those which record the death of Deacon Joseph Cauldwell, and of Deacon 
William Winterton— the former having died Nov. 24, 1822, aged 56 years, and the latter, 
Feb. 15, 1814, aged 47 years. Slowly but sorely is the visible church mingling its ashes 
with that of its builders, and before many years shall have elapsed the plough-share may 
coarse its way over all. 
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of Montgomery and Third streets, and was opened for public 

worship in the spring of 1850.* In the fall of 1859, the church 

purchased a site on South 
street and commenced the 
erection of the edifice which 
it at present occupies. It 
is 52 by 90 feet, and is in the 
Roman style of architecture. 
The tower and spire are 175 
feet high; audience room, 
50 by 72 feet in the clear; 
height of ceiling, 32 feet. 
Tlie audience room has 156 
pews, and will seat about 
] 800. The lecture room in 
the basement is 50 by 55 feet, 
and has 100 pews.f The cost 
of the building and lot was 
about $19,500. A mission 
house, recently erected by 
the church on Washington 

street, was opened for public worship and for Sabbath school 

purposes, on the 12th of August. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHUBCHES. 

The society known as Methodists originated in England in 
1729. Its founders were John Wesley, Charles Wesley, a Mr. 
Morgan, and a Mr. Rirkham, who united in what they denomina- 
ted a "Holy Club," and adopted a system of discipline of so rigid 
and peculiar a character that they were called "Methodists" by 
the students at Oxford, where the club was formed. It sprang 
as it were from the very bosom of the Church of England, of 
which its leader, John Wesley, was a presbyter, and claimed to 
be a branch of that church. It spread rapidly in England and 
Ireland, where it soon became an established sect; and the title 
which had been applied to it in derision, was subsequently 
proudly accepted by its followers. 

In 1736, the Wesleys visited America, through the invitation 
of Gov. Oglethorpe of the Georgia colony, with a view to labor 
for the conversion of the Indians; but the enterprise failed, and 

* See engraving given in connection with the "United Presbjrterian Church." 

t This building waa dedicated on Wednesday, August 15, 1860. Dr. Hacne, of New 

York, preached in the morning, from Ephesians 3 : 19. Dr. Gillette preacbed in the 

evening, fh)m Luke 2 : 49. 
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they returned to England in 1738. No farther effort was made 
to introduce the new sect in this country for several years. 
Bitter persecution at home, however, sent many of its followers 
hither, and before the close of half a century it had assumed a 
prominent position among the religious bodies of the republic. 

A brief review of the progress of the Methodist society in this 
country, and of the system which was adopted to carry forward 
its missionary labors, is iKjrhaps necessary to a proper under- 
standing of the manner in which it was introduced in this town. 
In 1766, a company of Irish emigrants, of whom Philip Embury 
was one, organized a society in New York; and, in 1768, they 
erected in that city the first Methodist church in America.* 
About the same time Rol)ert Strawbridge, who was also a native 
of Ireland, organized a society in Maryland, and built a log 
meeting-house near Pipe creek, in that province. Other emi- 
grants from the British Isles who had settled in Philadelphia, 
laid the foundations of a society in that city, wliich soon rivalled, 
in point of numbers and active zeal, the one in New York. 
Encouraged by the progress of the sect in America, Mr. Wesley 
sent over two additional laborers, in 1769, viz: Richard Board- 
man and Joseph Pilmore,t *^® former being stationed at New 
York, and the latter at Philadelphia. In 1771, Francis AsburyJ 
and Richard Wright were added to the work; and in 1773, 
Thomas Rankin and George Shadford. Rankin was appointed 
by Mr. Wesley "General Assistant of the Societies in America," 
and soon after his arrival he issued a call for "a conference of 
all the preachers in America," with a view to systematize the 
work. The meeting was held at Philadelphia, July 4, 1773, and 
was the first "conference** that ever assembled in this country. 
The society then embraced 1160 members, of whom 600 were in 
Maryland. 

During the war of the Revolution, the society gradually de- 
creased in New York and Philadelphia, but continued to spread 
rapidly in the southern states, so that while its total membership 
at the close of the war was 13,740, only about 1100 were resi- 
dent north of Philadelphia. After the peace, Wesley suggested 

• This baildinff was then called "Wesley chapel.^' It snbwcquontly became known as 
the "John Street church." 

t Dr. Pilmore aflerwarda Joined the E^piacopalchnrch, and was for many vcarH RfH^tnr 

i After hifl arrival at Philadelphia, Anbary wrote to WoRloy th:it he luul found 300 
membera of the society fai New York, 260 in Philadelphia and a few in New Jersey, 
in all aboot 600, withoat including thoflo in Maryland, of whotic numbers at that tunc 
he was ignorant. 



230 METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCHES. 

to his followcrfi in the United States that they slionld make an 
organization independent of the society in England. Tliis was 
accordingly done in 1785, and the title of the "Methodist Epis- 
copal Church'' was adopted to designate the new denomination.* 
Thomas Coke and Philip Asbury were appointed bishops, or 
superintendents, and the society was divided into districts over 
which "elders" were stationed under whose charge two or more 
preachers were placed. The preachers were then styled "assis- 
tants," and the fields in which they labored were called "circuits." 
The itinerant principle, which is still one of the distinctive 
features of the Methodist church, was adopted, and the preach- i 

ers held their "circuits" only for a year. In this way the work 
was zealously prosecuted, often amid extreme hardships, and 
the society regained the ground which it had for a time lost, and 
won new triumphs in the north as well as the south. 

In 1786, New York and New Jersey were divided into two 
"elder districts," one of which embraced the East Jersey, New- 
ark, New York city, and Long Island, "circuits," and formed the 
extreme northern limit of the society in the United States at 
that time. The East Jersey "circuit" bordered on Orange county, 
and had stationed on it as "assistants," John McClaskey and 
Ezekiel Cooper. While Mr. Cooper was on this circuit, (1786) 
one of his public services was attended by Col. David McCamley, 
who invited him to preach at his residence in the town of War- 
wick. Mrs. Arthur Smith, a sister of Col. McCamley, was visiting 
her brother at the time of the service there, and at her solicitation 
Mr. Cooper f accompanied her to her residence in Middlehope, 
where he held the first Methodist service in the town of New- 
bnrgli. Tlie date at which it was held cannot now be ascertained, 
but it was probably in October, 1786. Mr. CoojKjr, accompanied 
by Samuel Purdy, also visited at this time John Woolsey, near 
Milton, and having established liere an out-post for missionary 
labor fur beyond the bounds of his circuit, he returned to New 
Jersey. Six weeks later, Jolm McClaskey and John Cooper 
passed over the same route, and extended the new circuit to the 

♦ "Therefore, at this Conference, we f»»riued ourselves into an independent church; 
and following the counKcl of Mr. John Wesley, who recommended the KpiM^oiral mode 
of church government, we thought it bcMt to become an KpiHcopuI cliurcli, making the 
£piiiC0})al office elective, and the elected superintendent, or bishop, amenable to the 
body of minintcn and preacherH.''— A/in. Am. Con. 1, p 22. 

t Ezekiel Cooper was bom Feb. 22, 17G3, in Caroline county, Maryland. His name 
first api>earH in the (.Nmfercnce rohiutes in 1785, tliough he was previously employed by 
Bishop Asbury. lie was the tirst ''editor and general book steward** of the society, 
having received that anpoiutment in 1800 Sixtv-four years of his life was spent in the 
ministry, and he was long regarded as one of tlie brightest lights of the American 
pulpit. He died on the 2lKt of February, 1847, at the age of 84 years. 
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PaltZy where they held service at the residences of Hendrick 
Deyo and Andries DuBois. They also stopped in the Tillage of 
Newburgh, and preached at the house of Elnathan Foster,* where 
a "class" was soon after formed. In January, Ezekiel Cooper 
again visited the district, and held service at the house of Saml. 
Fowler in Middlehope, which was henceforth a regular preaching 
station until 1813. From 1813 to 1822, the meetings were held 
in a barn owned by Daniel Holmes in the summer, and in Mr. 
Fowler's bouse in the winter. 

The success which had attended the efforts of Mr. Cooper and 
his associates, led to the organization, in 1*788, of the Flanders 
(N. J.) circuit, which embraced this section of country. The 
preachers on this circuit were Jesse Lee, Aaron Hutchinson, and 
John Lee, and it had 543 members. In 1*789, it was again 
divided and the Newburgh circuit established, its preachers 
being Nathl. 6. Mills and Andrew Harpending. It embraced 
261 of the membership of Flanders circuit,f and was divided 
into the following "classes" or informal societies, viz: 

Saml. Fowler's Claw, at Middlehope. 

Eanathan Foster's Class, at Newburgh. 

Mimaon Ward's Class, at Fostertown. 

Geo. Stanton's Class, at Gardnertown. 

Daniel Holmes' ClasH, at Middlehope. 

Jacob Dayton's Class, near lAtintown. 

Latintown Class, at Latintown. 



Samoel WyaU's Class, at Keytown. 

Schnltz^s Class, at Dolsentown. 

Widow Ellison's Class, at Pochack. 



Warwick Class, at Warwick. 

John Ellison's Class, i at New Windsor. 
Lnft Smith's Class, near Marlborough. 



trough. 
David Ofltrander's Class, at PlatteUll. 
DaTid Stephens' Class, in the Clove. 

Richard Garrison's Class, in the Clove. 
Saml. Ketcham's Class, near Sogar Loaf. 
Arter's Class, Barton's Class, 

John McWhorter*s Class, 
LfOng Pond Class, 



These classes continued to be visited by the circuit preachers 
until they ripened into societies of sufficient strength to support 
located ministers, or until that end was attained by the union of 
two or more classes in a short circuit. To trace these changes 
would require a volume, and one which we trust will be written 
at no distant day. We confine our attention, therefore, to a few 
leading facts in the history of Methodist churches in this town. 

1. The First M. E. Church.— In 1808, the "Newburgh," or 

* Mr. Donelly states (ante p. 103) that the first Methodist preacher who visited the 
village of Newborgh was "a Mr. Gillespie, and Irishman by birth. Eeekiel Cooper was 
the next, and John Cooper the next." From the fact, however, that the name of *'Gil- 
lespie" is not to be found on the Conference register, we infer that McClaskey was the 
man, and that Mr. Donellj's has fiillen into an error from the similarity in the sound of 
the two names. 

t The Flanders circuit was left with a membership of 282 persons, which fully corrobo- 
rates the statement that the Newburgh circuit was previously embraced in its bounds. 

i This Ciaas held its services in the upper part of a house which Ifr. Ellison erected 
expressly for the purpose in 1790 or '9l. The building is still standing, and is situated 
about three hundred feet west of the residence of Charles F. Morton. In 1807, the ClasM 
was organized into a regular society under the title of the "Methodist Episcopal Church 
of New Windsor." A suitable edifice was erected during the same year. This was the 
first Methodist church in the present county of Orange, and is still occupied by the 
New Windsor society. Several changes, however, have been made in its appearance. 
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"Elnathan Foster's class," as it was originally called, was organ- 
ized into a church under the title of the "Methodist Episcopal 
Church of the Parish of Newburgh." Its trustees were Morgan 
Cole, Lewis Carter, Wm. Baker, Joseph Cole, and Geo.Westlake.* 
It continued to be supplied by circuit preachers until 1820, when 
Samuel Fowler,f its first located pastor, was appointed to the 
charge. Since that time the following ministers have been 
appointed to the station, viz: 



Date. 
1820 
1821-22 
1823 
1824-25 
1826-27 
1828-29 
1830-31 
1832-33 
1834 
1835-3G 
1837-38 
1839-40 



Name, 
Samnel Fowler. 
Tobias Spicer. 
Wflliam Jewett. 
John D. Moriarty. 
Thomas Mason. 
Robert Seney. 
Stephen L. StiUman. 
James CoveU. 
William Thatcher. 
Seymour Landon. 
John Kennedy. 
Robert Seney. 



Date, 


Name, 


1841-42 


Edmond E. Griswold. 


1843 


Friend W. Smith. 


1844-45 


Davis Stocking, 
John L. Gilder. 


I84ft-47 


1848-49 


1850-51 


AbiatharlCOsbcm. 


1852-53 


Charles B. Sing, 
Lather W.Pe^. 


1854^ 


1856^7 


Edwin R. Reyes. 


1858-59 


John W. Beach. 


1860-61 


Charles Shelling. 



The "class" from which the society sprung held its first meet- 
ings (1786) at the house of Elnathan Poster, which occupied the 
site on which the first Presbyterian church edifice has been 
recently erected. The old Lutheran church and the old clothing 
store-house were also used when the circuit preachers visited 
the station, and after the erection of the Academy the services 
were held in the upper room of that building. J Subsequently 
the old Mcintosh house was occupied. Immediately after the 
organization of the society, it was resolved (June 8, 1808,) to 
erect "a house of worship, 45 by 35 feet," and George Westlakc 
and Morgan Cole were appointed to "circulate subscription 
papers, as well as to have the general direction in erecting the 
building." The sum of $773 was subscribed for the purpose, and 
a lot on the corner of Gidncy avenue and Liberty street was 

* The records of this charch, under date of March U, 1808, are as follows: 

"By a reAolye this day of the members of the society of the Methodist Episcopal 
chnrch in Newbui^h, in order to take into consideration the election of five trustees, 
agreeable to an act of the Legislature of this State, to take charge of the temporal 
concerns of an house for religious and diyine worship, to bo known by the name of the 
Methodist Episcopal church— 

"Bcflolved, therefore, That one of the official members do publish, on Thursday eve- 
ning next, being the 17th day of March, instant, and the stated night for public worship, 
that a meeting will be held at the house of Morgan Cole on Friday, the Ist day of April 
next, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, to elect five trustees for the above purpose." 

t Samuel Fowler was the son of Samuel Fowler at whose residence the first "class'* 
in this town was formed. He was admitted to the ministrv in 1791, and continned in 
active service until his death, which occurred on the 2d of Febmaiy, 1831, at the age of 
74 years. 

X This statement is made on the authority of Mr. Donelly, (antejp. 102) and of the 
historical sermons of the late Rev. Dr. Johnston. There is also a traoition that Elnathan 
Foster, in subscribing to the finishing of the upper rooms of the Academy for the use of 
the courts made a condition that the Methodists should be pennitted to occupy them, 
which was accepted. 
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purchased from Elnathan Poster for a merely nominal considera- 
tion. The trustees note their first meeting in this building, 
which was called the "Brick Chapel," under date of Feb. 18th, 
1811, but it was undoubtedly occupied for public services at an 
earlier date. Even then, however, the interior of the edifice was 
not finished, nor was it completed until 1816 or 'IT. 

In 1833, (Dec. 23,) the trustees of the church resolved to build 

"a n«w meeting house, to 
be 60 by 62 feet, after the 
plan of the Washington 
street M. E. Church, Brook- 
lyn, capable of accommo- 
dating 1000 persons." A 
suitable site was purchased 
on Second street, and on 
the 29th July, 1834, the 
corner-stone of the edifice 
now occupietlHy the society was laid with appropriate ceremo- 
nies.* The building was completed in 1835, and was dedicated 
April 1st of that year. Its cost was about $10,000.f 

2. The Middlekope M. E. Church.— The old original "Samuel 
Fowler's class" and the "Daniel Holmes' class," were organized 
into a church, Dec. 14, 1821, and Wm. Smith, Daniel Holmes, 
David Wyatt, Gilbert Holmes, and Daniel Merritt, were elected 

its first trustees. Arrangements 
were soon after made for erect- 
ing a church edifice, which was 
dedicated Dec. 29, 1822, under 
the title of "Asbury Chapel." J 
It has always been supplied by 
circuit preachers, and is now 

fltesociated with the M. E. church at Fostertown, the two churches 

forming the "North Newburgh circuit." 

3. The Oardnertown M. E. Church.— In 1826, the old "George 

* The building was erected by SjIvonoB Load, baUder, and Henry Veltman, mason. 
The trustees of the church at that time were Levi P. Dodger Robert Phillips, Bylyanns 
Loud, Allen Lockwood, and Alanson Randol. 

t The charch is now (18C0) engaged in erecting a new edifice, on the comer of Liberty 
and Third streets, which is estimated to cost about $35,000. Rembrant Lockwood is the 
architect, and Little & Kelly the builders. 

i "Drdication. — The Methodist Meeting-house, to be known by the name of the 
AMbury Chapel^ lately erected about three miles north of this Tillage, was dedicated to 
the wcMTship of Almighty (vod, on Sabbath, 29th inst. Daring the day three very appro- 
priate discourses were delivered. Rev. E. Smith, Rev. A. Scolcfleld, and Rev. 8. Arnold 
officiated on the occasion.— Po^iftca/ Index, Dee. 31, 1822. 
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Stanton's class" was organized into a church and (Dec. 16) 
Burrouglis Westlakc, Joshua Marston, David W. Gidney, Silas 
B. Gardner, and Robert Lockwood were chosen "Trustees of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church at Gardnertown." A suitable edifice 

was erected the 
same year, and 
was dedicated 
on the 20th of 
November. A 
new church was 
built by the so- 
ciety in 1858, 
and dedicated 
Nov. 24th. Its 
cost was $2750. 
The society is 

still supplied by circuit preachers, and with^e societies at 
Rossville and Galeville now forms the "West Newburgh and 
Galeville circuit." 

4. The EossvUle M. E, Church.— The M. E. church at Ross- 
ville was organized Oct. 8, 1830, when Thomas Aderton, Alvah 
Waring, Wm. Penny, Jolm Bushfield, Nehemiah Fowler, Thomas 

Bushfield, and Gilbert Lockwood, were 
; elected trustees. The edifice now oc- 
l^cupicd by the society was erect<.'d in 

1831. It is 30 by 42 feet, and cost 
i originally about $600. The society 
' cannot be satisfactorily traced tf> any 

of the original classes. 

5. The Fosteriown M. K Church.— On the 31st Dec. 1833, the 
old "Munson Ward's class" was organized as the M. E. church at 

Fostertown; and David Wyatt, Jethto 
r Allison, John F. Williams, Jacob Gillis, 
I and Wm. S. Ilolmes, were elected its 
I trustees. In 1884, the building now 
[occupied by the society was erected 
^and was dedicated in September of 
that year. 

C. The Secoiul M. E. Church, Newburgh. — The organization of 
this church was eflccted through the instrumentality' of Joseph 
Longking, Henry Cornell, and James Martin, who proposed to 
the trustees of the 1st M. E. church (1861) that that body should 
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hire for the use of such a society the building formerly occupied 
by the second Presbyterian church — the applicants agreeing to 
pay the interest on the debt then existing on that building for 
one year. The trustees, however, declined to take any steps in 
the matter. After further consideration, and with the approval 
of the presiding elder of the district and of Rev. A. M. Osbon, 
the preacher stationed in Ncwburgh, Mr. Longking and his asso- 
ciates determined to prosecute the enterprise; and in compliance 
with their request the presiding elder appointed Rev. Aaron F. 
Palmer, a local deacon, preacher in charge until the ensuing 
session of the New York Conference. The society was formally 
organized on Sunday, May 23d, 1862, at the residence of Mr. 
Cornell, at which time certificates of membership were received 
from seven persons. 

Previous to this time, however, arrangements had been made 
for the use of the second Presbyterian church edifice, and, on 
tlie 9th of June* following, Henry Cornell, James Martin, John 
H. Waters, Nelson Austin, and Joseph Longking, were unani- 
mously elected trustees, and the articles of corporation were 
formed. At the annual session of the New York Conference 
for 1852, Rev. Rufus C. Putney was appointed to the charge. 
Tlie church edifice was dedicated on the 13th of June, and on 
the 25th of that month the society had a membership of 129 
persons, nearly all of whom had been previously connected 
with the First church. 

The building which had 
been rented for the society 
at the time of its organi- 
zation, was purchased by 
its trustees in March, 1853, 
for $5,000,which was prin- 
cipally paid by subscrip- 
tions; and at about the 
same time arrangenients 
were made for erecting a 
parsonage and also a build- 
ing for lectures and class 
meetings. These buildings 
were completed Sept. 12th, 1853 — the former at a cost of $2,349, 
and the latter at $2,109. The church edifice is of brick and has 
accommodations for about 600 persons. 
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Tlie following have been the pastors of the church, viz: 



Date, 


Name. 


DaU. 


Nanu. 


1862-^3 


Ruftw C. Potnoy. 


1868.59 


E. L. Frentlce. 


185i^5 


L. W. Walsworth. 


1860.61 


John P. Hermance. 


1866-57 


David Back. 







ST. PATRICK'S CATHOUC CHURCH. 

The history of the efforts for the introduction of Catholicism 
in this state during the colonial period possesses a deep interest, 
embracing as it does the incidents of the French and Indian 
wars which were waged from 1681 until the termination of 
French rule in Canada. The work was commenced in 1608, and 
was attended with considerable success among the more northern 
Indian tribes. The efforts for the conversion of the Six Nations, 
however, met with very little encouragement until after the 
accession of James II to the throne of England, who instnicted 
the governors of tlie province to extend to the French missionaries 
every facility for the prosecution of the enterprise. The privi- 
leges thus granted, however, were soon employed by the French 
to secure the ascendancy of their own national interests among 
the Iroquois,* and compelled even James himself to materially 
modify the zeal which he had manifested for the propagation of 
the faith which he professed. 

The accession of William and Mary was followed by an entire 
change in the policy of the English government. Even the tole- 
ration of Catholicism was forbidden ; and the instruction to the 
governors of the provincef on this point were followed (1700) 
by an act of the provincial assembly punishing with death every 
Catholic priest who should voluntarily come into the province. J 
This act remained in force until after the commencement of the 
war of the Revolution, when it was so far relaxed, by the terms 
of tlie first constitution of the state, as to permit freedom of 
opinion to all who should subscribe the oath of allegiancc.§ 
Although many Catholics availed themselves of this act, it was 
not until about the beginning of the present century that mis- 
sionary efforts were renewed. Since that time the progress of 
the church in this state has been remarkable. 

In 1808, New York was erected into a "Suffragan See," and 

* Colonial Hist N. Y. iii, 799, 836— W, 349, 368. 

t "And you are to permitt a liberty of Goniiclence to all persons (ezcopt Pspists) so 
they be contented with a quiet and peaceable ei\Jqyment of the same, not giringollMice 
or Scandall to the Government."— Co/. HUt. N. F., iii, 689, 822. 

i Among the laws paRscd in 1700, was "one for hanging every popish priest that eame 
Yoiantarily into the province, which was occasioned by the grait number of French 
Jesuits, who were continually practicing upon our Indians." — Smiik'a Uut. N.Y,, 159. 

§ Sec 38, Constitution of 1777.— /ounuii Prov. Canv. 897. 



ST. Patrick's catholic chubch. 231 

missionaries soon began to spread along Die Hudson. Tradition 
and written testimony give the date of the first service held 
by Catholic priests in Newburgh as 1816-18, when the Rev. Mr. 
Kinna said mass at the house of Henry Gilmore, on Western 
Avenue. The attendants upon his ininistratioiis, wliich were 
only occasional, were as follows, viz: Mark Mclntyre, John 
Fitzpatrick, Henry Gilmore, Daniel Devlin, Dennis McCool, Enos 
McAlister, Michael Bird, George McCahill, Cliarles Mackin, Owen 
McGahey, Patrick McGahey, and Thomas and Hugh Riley, and 
their families. 

Missionary labors were continued here until 1826, when tlie 
present church was formed. The number of Catholics did not 
then exceed thirty, and mass was said every six months. Soon 
after this time, the circuits of the traveling missionaries being 
reduced in extent, the Rev. Philip O'Reilly was stationed on 
the Newburgh district and said mass here once every month. 
In 1836, the Rev. Patrick Duffy was appointed to the station, 
and for seventeen years remained Catholic pastor of Newburgh. 
Ho died in 1853. After an interval of one year, during which 
time the church was ministered to by the Rev. Mr. Gallagher, 
the Rev. E. J. O'Reilly, the present incumbent was appointed 
permanent pastor. 

The service of mass was first said in Mr. Gilmore's house, as 
already stated. Afterwards, and for a number of years, the 
Mcintosh house was used by tlie congregation. In 1838, the 
preliminary steps were taken for the erection of a church edifice, 
and the site now occupied was purchased by subscriptions from 
resident Catholics, aided by outside collections and contributions 
from members of other denominations. The building was com- 
pleted and opened for service in December, 1842. Its value was 
then estimated at about $12,000. It was a stone structure, about 
100 by 60 feet, with no architectural features. It was neatly fitted 
up with pews and a small gallery, had an organ and two fine oil 
paintings, about 14 by 9 feet, representing the birth and the 
entombment of the Saviour, painted by Rembrandt Lockwood. 

In 1852, a field was purchased, at the corner of First and 
Stone streets, and a Cemetery opened. In 1854, a lot was pur- 
chased adjoining the church and a pastoral residence erected 
thereon — tlie house and lot costing about $10,000. The year 
1858 was signalized by the erection of a commodious school 
house, situated immediately west of the church, which was 
completed and opened on the 29th of November of that year. 
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The church, wc should remark, has maintained a free school since 
1846. It is now under the charge of Mr. John Ashhurst and 
competent assistant teachers. In 1855, a Library Association 
was organized, and some 600 volumes collected. For four years, 
ending with August, 1860, this association published a very 
spirited monthly magazine, edited by Mr. Ashhurst. A Sabbatli 
school and other organizations peculiar to the Catliolic faith, are 
also coimected with the church. 

The churcli is now (1860) engaged in making extensive 
alterations and additions to its house of worship, which, when 
completed, will render it one of the finest ecclesiastical structures 
on the Hudson river. The plan is in the style known as the 
Decorated Gothic of the 13th century. The building will be 
cruciform, the front ornamented with pinnacles and parapets of 
rich crochet and quatrefoil work. A noble tower, surmounted 
by a spire of open tracery work, will bo added to the front. 
The windows are to be of heavy carved work and will be filled 
with richly stained glass. The ceiling will be arched and ribbed, 
and the finish throughout will be of the highest order. The plans 
were furnished by Rembrandt Lockwood, and the work is being 
executed under his direction by J. Gill, mason, and Little & 
Kelly, carpenters. The following will be the dimensions of the 
building, viz: Length, 150 feet; length of transept, 75 feet; front, 
55 feet 3 inches; height of ceiling, 29 feet; spire, 135 feet* 

FIRST UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

The facts relative to the early efforts for the introduction of 
Universal ism in Newburgh, are almost wholly traditional. It is 
said that thirty or forty years ago, the Rev. Mr. Mitchell, of New 
York city, preached here a few times. lie occupied the ball-room 
of the old Mansion House, and it is remembered that he always 
had a medallion hung on the wall behind his pulpit, on which 
was inscribed, in letters of gold, "God is Love." His meetings 
were well attended, but no society was formed, and the effect of 
his labors was only transient. i:?ome fifteen years ago, the Rev. 
Mr. Parker, now of Troy, as well as the Rev. Mr. Lyon, of New 
York, are said to have preached to small audiences here. 

In 1858, a few friends of Universalism resolved to make an 
attempt to establish the ministry of that faith in Newbufgh, and 
for that purpose they invited the Rev. T. Borden, then of Hudson, 
to hold service here. He accepted the invitation, and preached 

* The work of altering the church edifice is not safficiently advanced to enable os to 
obtain a suitable cngramg. 
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his first discourse in Newburgh ou the 21st November, ut tlie 
Court House. The services were well attended; and on the 22d, 
a meeting of those friendly to that church was held and a com- 
mittee appointed to secure a rep:ular supply of ministerial labor. 
The informal organization continued to gain strength, and, on 
the 21st of February, 1859, the society was regularly organized, 
in accordance with the statute, under the title of the *'First 
Universalist Congregational Church of the village of Newburgh." 
In October, the Kev. VV. B. Cook was chosen pastor of the church 
and has since continued in the charge. 

The services of the church were held in the Court House until 

July, 1860. In July, 
1859, a lot was pur- 
chased on Liberty-st, 
and the erection of a 
church edifice was 
commenced soon after. 
The building was com- 
pleted in July, 1860, 
and was dedicated on 
Wednesday, Aug. 1st. 
It is in the Italian 
style of architecture, 
and was constructed 
from plans furnished 
by John 1). Kelly, of 
Newburgh. It is neat- 
ly finished and furnish- 
es accommodations for 
about 300 persons. 

FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

On the 26th May, 1858, a union, with reference to which nego- 
tiations had long been pending, was consummated at Pittsburg, 
Pa., between the two branches of the Presbyterian family known 
as the "Associate" and the "Associate Reformed" churches, under 
the title of the "United Presbyterian Church." 

On the 9th of Nov. 1859, the friends of the new organization 
residing in Newburgh, joined in a petition to the Presbytery of 
New York for the constitution of a congregation to be known as 
the "First United Presbyterian Church of Newburgh." This 
petition having been granted. Rev. Alexander McWilliams was 
appointed by the Presbytery to organized the church, which then 
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embraced 36 members. George Qearns, George Lendrum, John 
Geddes, senr., and Dr. Matthew Stevenson, were elected ruling 
elders, and Andrew Johnston, B. W. Chambers, Thomas M. 
McCann, Jas. S. Strachan, Robert Hyndman, George Lendrum, 
George Gearns, John Geddes, senr., and John Brown, were 
chosen as trustees. On the 31st December, the trustees pur- 
chased the edifice tlien 
occupied by the Bap- 
tist church, situatcnl on 
Montgomcry-st., (cor- 
ner of Fourth street,) 
where the congrega- 
tion has since held pub-, 
lie worship. Although 
^^^S^^i^r^ as yet destitute of a 
settled pastor, the membership of the church has been steadily 
increasing and now numbers 60 persons. 

ST. Paul's episcopal church. 
The organization of this church sprang from an ardent desire, 
on the part of several members of St. George's parish, to extend 
the influence of the Protestant Episcopal faith over a field wider 
than tliat which it was thought could be successfully embraced 
under a single church jurisdiction. The proposition to divide the 
old parish and erect an additional one, was made in 1858, but no 
steps were then taken to accomplish that object. On the 12th May, 
1860, the proposition was renewed, and a formal application was 
made to the rector of St. George's, in accordance with the laws of 
the Episcopal church, for his official consent to the organization 
of a new congregation within the limits of his parish.* 

The application received the consent of the Rev. Dr. Brown, 

• "NEWBintan, N. Y., May 12Ui, 1860. 
Tbtht Rev, JohnBroum, D. /)., Rector of St, George' t Church: 

Kbvkrend and dkab Sir:— The undersiffoed, members of the Parish of St. George's 
Church, Ncwburgh, and deeply interested Id the cause of church-extension within onr 
own immediate borders, hereby respectfully reqaest voor official consent to the organi- 
sation of a new Parish, in the villago of Ncwburgn, to which wo propose to attach 
oarflelves. 

We pledge oarselves to provide a comiietont support for the Rector whom we may 
call, without additional aid or stipend from any quarter; and only ask of the mother 
Parish that, for two or three vears, or until we shall be able to erect a dmrch edifice 
for the new Parish, she will allow us the fi'ec use of St. John's Chapel for our Church 
services and Sunday school. 

It is not without due consideration of its imi)ortance that we propose a measure which, 
if your permission bo grunted, will divide into two bands the Churchmen of our VilUge, 
hiuerto one united familv under you, and which will, to some extent, remove as from 
that pastoral care which has watched over many of us from our spuitual birth until 
now. We are encouraged, however, by the conviction that the numbers, zeal and 
strength of our Church have now reacned a point wtiere the interests of the Great 
Cause, in which we are all engaged, demand the creation of another Parish within her 
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and the congregation of St. PaiiFs church was Hoon after infor- 
mally organized. On the 5th of June, the nKinilH^rs of thr 
pro[)OKcd new congregation extended a unaniinouH call to the 
Rev. Ilobart Chetw<Kxl, at tliat time aHsiKtaiit minister of St. 
(leorge's church, to Ik; their pastor. Tin's call was aeeej»ted l»y 
Mr. ChetwtMMl — the acceptance to take effect at the termination 
of his engagement to the old parish, Nov. 1st, 1800. By the 
subsecjuent action of the vestry of St. (feorg<?\s, Mr. ChetwoodV 
connection with that parish ceased on the 23d of June; and, on 
the 25th of June, lie consented to enter at once uptm his (hities 
as minister of St. Paul's. The organization of the church was 
completed on the 11th Septenil>er, by the election of David M. 
Clarkson and William E. Warren, wardens; and F. C. Withers, 
Hiram Falls, II. H. Bell, Wm. Bogert, K. V. K. Mcmtfort, John 
(iordon, E. W. Gray, and G. J. Appleton, vestrymen. 

The vestry of St. George's having deemed it inconsistent with 
the true interests of their parish to grant to the new enterprise 
the use of St. John's chapel, as had Itacn nMiuested, a room was 
engaged in the Highland Academy, where the first service was 
held on Sunday, July Ist. Within a fortnight after that date*, 

a lot was j)ur- 
c based on 
Grand 8tr(H?t, 
at a cost of 
$4100, and a 
contract e n - 
tered into 
with Mr. Jno. 
Little for the 
erection of a 
chapel. The 
building was 
opened for di- 
vine worship 
on the first 
Sunday inOc- 
^^^tober,(Oct.T, 
1860.) The building is of brick, and is designed to seat about 

borderK; and we arc penniadcd that it will be, ti) you.a Bonrce of the hiprhcst ^nntifica- 
tion, BH a proof of the micccm of your life-long labors among w, that we, who are but 
a Hinail portion of the fruits of your ministry, have been brought, by you, to that de- 
gree of Rtrength that we are well able to walk altme; and though there nuiy well be, to 
one who haM m long and so tenderly watched over U8, some shrinking from tlie Uiought 
that a nnmber of your flock shoald pan away from your immediate pastoral charge to 
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two hundred persons. Its cost, including furniture, was about 
$2300. After the com[)letion of the church edifice, which is to be 
erected on th(^ same lot, the chapel will be used for the Sunday- 
school, and for other parish purposes. 

— In addition to those already enumerated there arc three 
churches composed of colored men. The first of these — the 
^'A/ricaji Meihodid Ejyiscoj/al Zum (JhurclC^ — has a neat edifice on 
Washinf2:ton street; the second — th(j Shiloh Baptist Church — 
occupies the old Mcintosh house on Liberty street, and the 
third occupies a small buildin*^ on Campbell street. There are 
altogether twenty-five churches in the town, and the aggregate 
value of the property held by them is about $300,000. 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

The Theological Seminary of the Associate Reformed church 
was the first institution of the kind in the United Stati>s There 
were indeed Professors of Divinity (most of whom we/c conr.oc- 
ted with colleges) who were accustomed to dcdiver lectures on 
the science of Theology to such students as pleased to attend; 
but th(»re was no institution expressly designed for the training 
of candidates for the ministry, and formally organized on an 
academic basis, in existence in this country previous to the erec- 
tion of this Semimiry. 

The first steps towards its establishment were taken by the 
Associate Reformed Synod, in 1796, on the suggestion of one of 
its youngest members, Mr. afterwards Dr. John M. Mason, of 
New York, then in the early dawn of his brilliant career. At 
the meeting of Synod, in 1790, an act was adopted "concerning 
a Synodical Fund," — the main object of which fund was to aid 
poor and pious j^)uth in their studies for the ministry, and to main- 
tain a Professorshii> of Theology. The church was small, the 
country was very poor in those days, and the growth of the fund 
was necessarily slow; but the ideas thrown out by Dr. Mason 
had taken root in the minds of his brethren, and at the meeting 
of Synod in 1801, it was resolved, after much discussion, to erect 
a Theological Seminary on a i)eculiar plan, and of a higher order 
than any "school of the prophets" then in being. Dr. Mason was 

that of another, yet we ronfHleiitly tnist that all repret will disappwir when we assure 
you, aj} we do from our hearts, that no new organization can ever lor a moment wean 
iLM from the affectionate resjMH't which we nhall ever bear to you, the true Spiritoal 
Father of so many of us: and we douht not that the irlergyman whom we mav call to 
minister to uh in tsacred things, will rejoic« to look up to you, always and at all times, 
with filial n'verence and respect. 

With HC'iitinientH of sincere and affectionate respect, we snbHcrihe ourselves your 
faithful friends and parishioners, DA VII) M. CLARKSOX, 

WILLIAM E. WARREN, F. C. WITHERS, (and twenty-six othcn.) 



THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 243 

sent to Groat Britain to ask help from the churches of the father 
land, and lie obtained the handsome sum of about $5,500, wliich 
was chiefly ex|)ended in the purchase of a noble library. Amoiifir 
the British friends (and founders as thej' may be called) of the 
Seminary, the names of William Wilberforce, John Thornton, 
Joseph IlardcasUe, Drs. John Hunter, John Erskine, James Hall, 
James Peddie, and Henry Belfrage, deserve to be held in perpetual 
remembrance. Dr. Mason returned in 1802, and was unanimously 
chosen to preside over the infant institution, which was at first 
located in New York, where it was opened in 1805. The number 
oY students rapidly increased, and considering^ the size of the 
denomination, it continued to be unusuafly large, until the sus- 
pension of the Seminary in 1821. This unfortunate result was 
mainly owing to the failing health of Dr. Mason, which had com- 
pelled him to retire from a sphere in which he had spent the best 
years of his life, and to which he was enthusiastically devoted. 
By a vote of the General Synod of the Associate Reformed 
church in 1822, (which was judicially declared a few years after- 
wards to have been illegal) the library was transferred to tlie 
Seminary at Princeton. 

The operations of the Seminary were suspended until the 
summer of 1829, when the A. R. Synod of New York determined 
to resuscitate the institution and to locate it at Newburgh. The 
Rev. Joseph McCarrell, D. D., of Newburgh, was elected Profes- 
sor of Theology, and the Rev. Drs. John McJimpsey, Alexander 
Proudfit, Robert Forrest, and D. C. McLaren, were chosen Super- 
intendents. During the following year, the necessary steps were 
taken (after sundry fruitless appeals to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian church) for the recovery of the library and funds 
removed to Princeton in 1822, and, after a protracted lawsuit, 
they were restored to their old owners. 

Another important movement was made in 1835, viz: for the 
erection of a suitable edifice for the accommodation of the stu- 
dents and professors. For so small a body as the Synod of New 
York, the undertaking was an almost herculean one. Money 
was collected from various sources, an admirable site covering 
thirteen acres of land was purchased, and a charter of incorpo- 
ration was granted by the Legislature of this state on the 25th 
May, 1836. The trustees named in the act were Hon. John Wil- 
lard of Salem, Hon. Wm. M. Oliver of Penn Yan, Hon. Archibald 
C. Niven and Alpheus Dimmick of Monticello, Hon. Robert Den- 
niston of Salisbury, Hon. John W. Brown, and John Forsyth, D. 
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W. Bate, and Daniel Farrington, Esqs., of JMewburgh, James 
Waiigh and William Wear, Esqs., of Little Britain, James D. 
Bull, Esq., of Ilamptonburgli, and Benjamin Parker, Esq., of 
Kortright. The foundation of the Seminary was laid in 1837,* 
and the building was completed in 1839 at a cost (including 
land) of about $25,000. 

The library embraces about 5,000 volumes, many of them 
rare and valuable works. The Professors have l>een as follows: 

Syatfmatic Theology —lUiY. John M. Maaon, D. D.. 1805— l«'2l. Rev. Alexander 
Proudflt, I). D., 1820—1821. Rev. Joscnh McCarrell. D. D.. 1829— now Professor. 

Biblical Literature— Rev. Jaracfl M. MathowH, 1809—1816. Rev. James Arbucklc. 
AHHwtont. 1820—1821. Rev. John Fomyth, Jr., 1837—1845. Rev. David L. Proadfit, 
1840—1842. 

Church History, ^-c— IU?v. Jbhn Forsyth, D. D., 1852—1859. 

PUBLIC SCHOOU^. 

Glebe School. — The first public school in Newburgh was that 
contemplated in the charter to the Glebe, and which was known 
for many years as the Glebe school. The time at which it was 
first opened cannot now be ascertained, but it was probably 
soon after the settlement of the Rev. Hezekiah Watkins. Nor 
is it possible to determine who was the first school-master. 
The offices of minister and school-master, however, were not com- 
bined in one person, as has been generally supposed. This is 
evident from the setting apart of a lot for the minister and 
another for the school-master, and the erection of dwellingsf 
thereon respectively, as well as from the books of the trustees of 
the Glebe. During a portion of the time that Mr. Watkins held 
the office of minister, a Mr. Palmer performed the duties of school- 
master.J In 1768, Lewis Donveur conducted the school; § in 
1769, Joseph Penny; and in 1773, Thomas Gregory.|| In 1774, 
John Nathan Hutchins was employed, and continued in the school 
until a short time prior to his death, which occurred in 1782. 
His successor was Richard King, who served from September 
18, 1782, until the settlement of the Rev. Mr. Spieriu, in 1790. ^f 

* The Theological Seminary, under the anBpices of the AsRociate Reformed chnrch, 
is now permanently located ui Newburgh, and a splendid building for it8ac<x)nmiodation 
ifl about to he erected here. The plan of the building— which is to be 104 feet fttmt by 
40 deep — in by Mr. T. M. Niveu, and the nte selected is an eminence on the form lately 
owned by Henry Walsh, west of the Village.— TefeffrapA, Feb. 23, 1837. 

t Engravings of the dwellings referred to, will lie found on pages 41 and 42. In 1778, 
"the house and bam, and that imrt of the school lot next to the road," was rented to 
Richard Albertson. At the commencement of the present century, the old parsonage 
was rented to the town and was occupied as the poor house. — Account Book cf the OUoe. 

X "Sept. ye 18, 1765. Then settled the above account with the Execntor of Hezekiah 
Watkins, deceased, and with the school-master. Palmer, in full,'' Ac, (£19. 8. 6.) 

§ "Sept 16, 1768. Then paid Lewis Donveur, school-master, ye sum of £17 178 lOd." 

II "Paid the above half simi to Mr. John Sayres, and the other half to the Bchool- 
master, Thomas Gregory, for me,'' &c,— Account Book qfthe Glebe, 

IT Account Book of Trustees of the Glebe, p. 33. 
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Mr. Spicrin's engagement contemplated the combining of the two 
oflBceB of minister and school-master, and gave rise to the difficul- 
ties which eventually terminated tlie jurisdiction of the Episcopal 
church over the Glebe.* He resigned in 1793. The records of 
the trustees fail to show the name of Mr. Spierin's successor, or 
indeed that of any teacher for several years. It is probable, 
however, that the schcK>l was conducted in the Academy from 1796 
to 1804, during which time that school was undi^ the charge of 
the trust^^es of the Glebe. The "act to amend the charter of the 
Glebe," passed by the Ijegislature in 1803, directed that "the sum 
of $200, of the revenues arising from the Glebe," should be "paid 
annually to the trustees of the Academy;" and that "the remain- 
der of the money arising from such annual income," should be 
"paid to the trustees of the other schools which are, or may here- 
after be, established <m the* Glebe," as the inhabitants should 
direct. The jurisdiction of the trust<»es of the Glebe being thus 
terminated, the old Glebe school ceased to exist. 

No division of the revenues from the Glebe, as required by the 
act of 1803, appears to have been made until 1809, when what 
was called "the juvenile school in old town," was established. 
• This school was subsequently known as the Glebe school, from 
the fact that the trustees of the Glebe were directed by the in- 
habitants of the patent to pay to it that portion of revenues not 
appropriated to the Academy. It also received one half of the 
public money after the creation of the common school fund. It 
was conducted for several years by Mr. Adams; and for a few 
years prior to 1830, by John P. Tarbell. Mr. Joiin Goodsell suc- 
ceeded Mr. Tarljell and continued the school until 1846 or '47. 

The first building occupied by the school was that which we 
have previously spoken of as the "school-master's house." All 
the teachers appear to have occupied this building prior to 1774. 
Mr. Ilutchins and Mr. King (the latter at least part of the time) 
held the school in the "parsonage house." In 1789, the trustees 



♦ "Agreed, that the Rev. (Jeo. H. Spierin fthall be entitled to receive the whole of the 
rentH and benefitd arising from the Ulebe lands, while he continues to f>filciate as minin- 
ter, and teach the children of the inhabitantM of the (lernian patent on the following 
terms, viz: Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, (reography. History, and Engli<th Grammar, 
at Via per qnarter, Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic, at 8s per quarter. Provided 
always, that no children inculpable of Htudying the aliove branches shall be admitted or 
received into the school. And, that should a i»oor child (Mime pn»|)erly recommended as 
soch, he shall be received into the Knglinh school gratis. And if a yonth of strong 
natural abilities of tiie like dttscription offer, he shall Im^ receive<I into the CluHHical school 
also gratis. Provided also, that should the rents and privileges of the <tlel>e lit>reafter 
become more valuable, that then, in such case, the terms of teaching the tliiMren living 
on the patent shall lie rednce4l in such manner as to tje e<iuivaleiit t-4) suid advantages, so 
for as may relate towards the supporting of a school, and as the trustees shall deem 
proper.''— Mtiitt/c« o/ tht Truateea. 
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rented a house for tlie school from James Van Orsdall; * and Mr. 
Spierin held it in a house which now forms part of the residence 
of Chas. F. V. Reeve. We next find the school (under the title 
of "the juvenile school of old town") occupying the c»ld Lutheran 
church, where it was continued down to 1846 or '47, when it was 
removed to the Academy. 

On the 6th of April, 1848, the Legislature passed an act to 
divide school district No. 13, and to erect district No. 15. The 
law also directed the levying of a tax of $5,000 upon district 
No. 13, as it existed prior to the passage of the act; and that 
$3,000 of the money so raised should be applied to the extinguish- 
ment of a debt on that district, and that the remainder should be i 
expended in the erection of a school building in district No. 15. 
The trustees of the new district were also empowered to receive 
such portion of the Glebe monies as the inhabitants sliould direct 
and apply the same to the reduction of rate bills. 

The new district was immediately organized under this law; 
and a site was selected and the erection of a school building 
commenced. Before the building was completed, the inhabitants 
were called to determine what disposition should be made of the 
Glebe revenues beyond the amount directed by law to be paid to 
the trustees of the Academy. The trustees of the Glebe at that 
time, viz: John Bevridge, Samuel J. Farnum, and T. M. Niven, 
proposed that the unappropriated balance should be devoted to 
the payment of scholarships in the Academy; but the suggestion 
was not favorably received, and, at a public meeting held on the 
13th of April, 1849, it was rejected. At the same meeting a 
resolution was adopted directing the trustees of the Glebe to pay 
to the trustees of school district' No. 15, whatever revenue might 
be derived from the Glebe, "over and above the sum required by 
law to be paid to the Academy." The resolution also declared, 
that "the said district school, No. 15, shall hereafter bo known 
as the Glebe school;" and this designation continued until the 
ado[)tion of the present free school system. 

Newburgh Academy. — The Newburgh Academy was erected in 
1795-6. On the settlement of the Rev. Mr. Spierin, in 1790, 
he announced his intention to open "an Academy for the instruc- 
tion of youth in the Greek and Latin languages, and the different 

* The trustees purchased new furniture for the school at this time. The ftcconnt of 
the trcaitnrer contains the following items, viz: 
"To ca>*h paid I). Howell for boards, &c., for a writing table for the school, £0 5s Od 
" " (leo. (Gardner for 1 lb. nails for the school, Is Od 

" " David Howell for 1 lb. nails for the school, 11 

I " " William Nicols for 6 slabs for Beats for the school, 7s6d." 

I 

L 
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other branches of literature;" and with a view to encourage the 
establishment of a school of the character jiroposed, the trustees 
of the Glebe stated that "a 8ubscriptit)n would be set on foot for 
the building of a convenient house for a Seminary." * In 1791, 
an effort was made U) carry this promise into effect, and to that 
end an applicati(m was made to the Legislature for i^rmission to 
establish a lottery; but for reasons already stated, f the aj)plica- 
tion failed. The trustees again took up the matter in 1795; and, 
with the aid of private subscriptions,! succeeded in completing 
the erecti(m of the building in 17 90. 

The instituti(m continu<'d under the charge of the trustees of 
the Glebe until 1804, when a meeting of the inhabitants of the 
patent was held (June 2d,) at vviiich the following persons were 
elected ''trustees to take charge of the school in the Academy," 
viz: James Bate, Anthony Davis, William W. Sackett, Daniel 
Birdsall, James Coulter, William Ross, Richard Hudson, Charles 
Clinton, and Edward IJowell. In 1806, it was incorporated under 
the general statute of the state. The trustees named in the 
charter were Daniel Niven, Jas. Scrimgeour, Danl. Birdsall, Jonas 
Storey, Abm. Schultz, David Fowler, John Johnston, John Mc- 
Auley, John Jiruwn, Hugh Spier, Derick Amerman, Wm. Ross, 
and Daniel C. Verplanck. 

The names of the first and of several of the succeeding teach- 
ers of the Academy, cannot now be ascertained. In 1799, Saml 



♦ To the Public. — The IIi*v. (J»*or>(o II. Spierin having laU-Iy st'tthnl at Xewburgh, in 
the county of LMster and nUiU' of New Yi»rK, on the huuU foriniTly gnintcd by the gc»v- 
ernment lor the mipiHMt of a MiiiMcr ami SchcNi]— this in theretore U* infonn thenublic 
that he pro|MiH(*M o|)eniiig an Ac^Kiciiiy for the instniction of youth in the (lln>eK and 
Latin langiiagi*:*, and the different other hrancheH of liti*mtuix\ a** wnm a>4 a Huflieient 
nunilier of pupils shall oflV'r theui>4'lves. I'roper accomniodntions for their reception 
will In.' pre|ianMl. U.>ardiiig, wa^hinK. and hniging, at £'JU per year, (or $1 jht week.) 
and £.> for tuition. A Kuljseription will Ih> M't on foot for the huilduig of a eonvenient 
houfte for a Seminary, and in thiMiieanwhile eonvenient nMtins tor the pur|HM4c will Ik* 
provided. The agreeahlc and healthy situation of tlie town of Newburgli,it.s easy eoni* 
inunieati(»n with ever}* state in tlie Union, with various otlit>r eonrurring circuinHtitnces, 
render it a must desimble spot for sueh an institution, (ientlenien inelining to eucourugc 
thin undertaking, will \)C kind enough to signify the same by sending their names t<» the 
Hcv. Mr. Spierin, (»r to Isaac Belknap and C'iulwallatler (.'olden. Trustees of the (>lebe 
landH at Xewburgh.— yl//r. in Go»hen Repository, July 13, 17i»0. 

t Minutes of the (llelK*, ante p. s5. 

X The 8ubH4.'riptions, an shown by the IxMiks of the tnistees, were niurh more limite<l 
than lias lieen generally supposed. In reference to the land on whieh the building wan 
erected, the account of Klnathan F(Hter hjis the following: "Dr. To a lot of landa<yoin- 
ing the parwrnage, £hO." "Or. By 1(H» feet of land iKiught <»f him for eidarging the 
Academy yard which has never U-en paid him jisyet, £14. By a lot of land w»id to the 
tniAteeH t«) tlie north of the Academy for enlarging the yanl thereof, £40;" and the ac- 
count ialxalanced by •M>oard'*,*' Acrt'ceived fn»m F()ht<'r. The land given by Mr. Foster, 
if he gave any, could not have l>i>en much more than sutTicient for the accommodation of 
the building. In regard to other sul)s<TiptionH, some idea of their amount ni:iy lie in- 
ferred from the fact that the account of Andrew Lyons, the builder, only re:i' liid £;J50, 
and of this sum Hugh Walsh advancinl £2ir>, and was not fully paiil in H-vcral years. — 
The traditions upon tliLs subject evidently relate to the suliscriptions wliich were made 
in 1798 for tinishing the upper rooms of the Uiilding for the use of the courts. 
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(lilloRpio was the principal; 1802, James Lawronior; 1803-'4, 
Nathan II. White; 1805, Joel Cooper; 1806, Mr. Brackett; 1807, 
K. W. Thompson; 1809, Jal»ez Munsel. The more recent princi- 
pals were Lnther Halsey, Rev. J. T. Ilalsey, E. T. Benedict, E. 
Burt, J. Stark, Mr. Perkins, Rev. Dr. Prime, and the Rev. R. B. 
Hall. The school was very snccessfnlly conducted by several of 
its principals, and especially during the administrations of Mr. 
Halsey, Mr. Perkins, and Mr. Prime. 
The Academy building? is located on the west side of Mont- 

gomery-st., a short 
distance north from 
South-st. A\nien it 
was erected only the 
principal floor was 
finished for school 
j)urposes. In 1798, 
the courts of the 
county were direct- 
1 iirrit ed by law to l)e h(»ld 
^-__- at Newburgli and at 
Goshen alt<»rnately, 
and for their accommodation the upper floor was finished. A stair- 
way was placed on the north side of the building, and two jui^y 
rooms, a hall, an<l the court room, occupied the floor. Courts 
w<'n' h(*hl here from 1798 until 1843, or about forty-five years. 
Tlie Court room was also used for public meetings; the general 
an<l town elections were held there, and, as we have already 
shown, it was tlie cradle of several of our churches. A few 
(changes have since been made in the external apj)carance of the 
building, as well as in its internal arrangement It is now held 
by th(? Board of Education, and is occupied by the senior depart- 
ment of tiic public schools. 

IIi(jh S*:h()oI. — This institution was incorporated April 23d, 
1820, and was constituted the common school for district No. 13, 
which then embraced the whole village of Newburgh. For the 
erection (►f a school building, $1,400 was raised by a tax on the 
inhabitants of the district, and $3,600 by a loan which was divi- 
d<Ml into shanks of $25 each. The building was completed and 
opened for scholars in F(»l)ruary, 1830, at which time John P. 
TarlM'll and Miss Mary Ross were emplo3'ed as teachers. The 
following persons composed the first board of trustees, viz: Wm. 
M. \Vih»y, Edmund Sanxay, and James Belknap; Thos. C. Ring, 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 249 

clerk, and David M. DuBois, collector. Orville M. Smith suc- 
ceeded Mr. Tarbell in 1834, and held the position of principal 
with great credit until the close of the December term in 1848, 
when he resigned. His successfir, James P. Brown, served until 
March, 1852, when S. G. McLaughlin was appointed principal 
and held that position until the system of free schools was 
established and the old organization dissolved. 

Few schools in the state have been more successfully con- 
ducted than was the New burgh High School. Its trustees and 
its teachers were rarely changed, and not a few of its pupils are 
now rjccupying positions of trust and influence. One of the most 
commendable features in its management was the appropriation 
of the public money exclusively to the education of poor children. 
A large number of children were thus enabled to avail themselves 
of school privileges who would otherwise have been excluded. 

Free Schools. — The movement which resulted in the adoption 
of the present free school system, was commenced in the spring 
of 1851, when, by the passage of the general free school law, 
the necessity of furnishing increased school accommodations was 
thrown upon the trustees of the several school districts. With 
a view to meet the requirements of the new system, and to ex- 
tend the principle upon which it was founded beyond the [Jrovi- 
sions of the state law, so far as the village of Newburgh was 
concerned, Moses 11. Belknap, Nelson Haight, and Robt. Sterling, 
trustees of district No. 13, and John Bevridge, A. Gerald Hull, 
and Nathan Reeve, trustees of district No. 15, held a joint meet- 
ing in May and passed the following resolution, viz: 

*'Re9olved, That the inhabitants of the vilkige of Newbargh be invited to attend a 
meeting, to be held at Wiishington Hall on Monday evening, the 12th inst., to consider 
the propriety of applying to the next Le^latiire for a law to onite the Whole village in 
one difltrict — ^to make all schooUi in the dMtrict free school)) — the same to be under tlie 
charge of a Board of Education to be elected by the people, in manner similar to other 
citieH and villages in the Mtatc.'^ 

At the meeting held pursuant to this resolution, Mr. Haight 
and Mr. Reeve united in a report showing the necessity for in- 
creased school accommodations, and proposing a system of free 
schools and the establishment of a free Academy. The report 
was accepted, but definite action was postponed until the 23d, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the probability of securing the 
co-operation of the trustees of the Academy, with a view to make 
that institution the free Academy suggested. Mr. Reeve then 
submitted the draft of a law for the purposes embraced in the 
report, which was referred to a committee for examination. 

The meeting held on the 23d adopted the plan pro|>osed, and 



250 PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

the trustees of the Academy signified their willingness to unite 
in the movement. In this shape the subject remained until 
February 27, 1852, when it was again considered at a public 
meeting and the law prepared in 1851 recommended for passage 
by the Legislature. On the Gth of April, the "Act to provide for 
the establishment of Free Schools in the village of Newburgh," 
passed tlie Legislature; and the Academy, the High school, and 
the Olebe school, cease<l tlieir separate organization. 

The first electic^n under the law of April 6th, was held on the 
3d of May, when John Bcvridge, John J. Monell, Xathl. Jones, 
Chas. F. V. Reeve, Geo. W. Kerr, D. G. Leonard, L. B. Gregory, 
Rev. John Brown, and Thos. C. Ring, were chosen "trustees of 
common schools," and constituted "The Board of Education of 
the Village of Newburgh." The first meeting of the board was 
held May 12th, when its organization was completed by the 
election of John Bevridge, president, and Nathl. Jones, clerk. 

The schools were soon after re-organized under what is known 
as the "graded system." The Academy was made the "senior," 
or highest department, and "intermediate" and "primary" schools 
were opened in the High school and in the Glebe school. The 
accommodations for the attendance of pupils have been materially 
increased since the organization of the system. A commodious 
building has been erected on Washington street; the Clinton 
street buihlinghas been enlarged, and a building for a "primary" 
school has been fitted up adjoining tlie Academy. A school for 
colored (^hihlren has also been established; and an ample system 
of evening schonls is maintained during the winter months. 

Six buildings are now devoted to the public schools, and the 
t(»tal va]u(^ of the school j)r()perty of the vilhige will j)robably 
reach $40,000. The expense of tlie system, which is about $10,000 
annually, is met by the income of the Glebe, the proportion of the 
state tax, and by a sp(?cial tax ujxui the district. Twenty-two 
teachers are now employed and over 1800 pupils arc registered. 

Dii<trici ScJiools. — In addition to the free school system of the 
village, there are in the town twelve school districts under the 
general K(;hool law of the state. These schools employ twelve 
teachers and have over 700 pupils. 

Catholic School. — A free school is also maintained by the 
Catholic church, a more extended reference to which has already 
been made in connection with the article on that church. 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

Several very creditable private schools have been conducted 
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in the village. The first of this class, with the exception of that 
opened by Mr. Spierin, was established by Rev. Jonathan Free- 
man and Silvanns Ilaight, April 17, 1802, under the title of 
"ClioHophic Hall." It was a boarding and day school, and was 
held in the building now the residence of Mr. Samuel Williams. 
A private school conducted by Robert Gardiner, about the same 
time, attracted a fair patronage. Female seminaries have been 
conducted by Mrs. ITeVendel, (1820,) the Misses Phillips, the 
Rev. Mr. Raymond, Mr. A. Barker, and others. An institute for 
young men was presided over for several years by the Rev. Mr. 
Phinney, and a similar school was established by M. L. Doman- 
ski and is now continued by 11. S. Banks. A mixed school 
established several years since by J. J. Brown, is still under the 
superintendence of that gentleman. There have also been several 
other mixed and primary schools. 

The most prominent of the private schools at the present time 
is the Highland Academy, a boarding and day school, which was 
established by Wm. N. Reid. This school occupies the building 
which was erected in 1837, for a boarding house in connection 




with the Academy. It was purchased by Mr. Reid in the autumn 
of 1858, and has since been occupied by him. The location is 
one of the finest in the village; and, under the thorough system 
of instruction adopted by its principal, the school can scarcely 
fail of becoming a permanent institution. 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

Newburgh Library Association. — The Newburgh Library asso- 
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ciation was organized December, 1836, by stock subscriptions. 
A. J. Downing, Abm. M. Smith, John W. Knevels, J. J. Monell, 
M. V. B. Fowler, D. G. Leonard, and Alfred Post, were the first 
trustees. A. J. Downing, president; Alfred Post, treasurer; 
Chas. U. Cushman, librarian. 

The first bor)ks held by the association were donated to it by 
individuals. Subsequently funds were raised by fairs. In 1838, 
a regatta for the benefit of the library yielded $300; and during 
the same year, Abm. M. Smith, by will, gave $500 to the associa- 
tion. It continued in existence until 1847, when it was united 
with the Mechanics* Library association. 

Newburgh MechanM Library Association, — ^This association was 
organized Nov. 21, 1838, by the joint exertions of a few individu- 
als who felt deeply the necessity for an institution which should 
combine the advantages of a well-selected library with that of a 
debating society. A plan of organization having been agreed 
upon, a meeting of the mechanics of the village was called at 
Nicholson's hotel, on Wednesday evening, Dec. 5th. At this 
meeting, which was well attended, a constitution was adopted 
and officers for the association elected. 

The minutes of the association have only been preserved since 
Dec. 4, 1839; hence the names of its first offictTS do not appear. 
The officers elected in 1839 were as follows: President, Miles 
Warren; Vice Presidents, Chas. U. Cushman, David H. Barclay; 
Recording Secretary, John R. Wiltsie; Corresponding Secretary, 
John Caughey; Librarians, Robert Sterling, John Little, Jr.; 
Treasurer, John B. Jamison; Executive Committee, Robert Ster- 
ling, John Filkins, Elcazer G. Woolsey, Calvin S. Russell, James 
S. Young. 

On the 29th March, 1842, the association was incorporated, by 
act of the Legislature, under the name of the "Newburgh Me- 
chanics' Library Association," for the "purpose of establishing 
and maintaining a library, reading room, literary and scientific 
lectures, and other means of promoting the moral, intellectual 
and mechanical improvement" of its members. 

Tho association established its first course of public lectures, 
Jan. 5th, 1846, and continued them annually until 1858. The 
library of the association was collected by the contribution of 
books, and by purchases made from the proceeds of several fairs. 
On the 23d Sept. 1847, an arrangement was eflfected with the 
stock-holders of the Newburgh Library, by which the books and 
property of that association were transferred to the Mechanics. 
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This arran^oiiicnt OHtabliBhed a library «>f up wards of 30U0 vol- 
umes. No eflbrt has since boon made to iiicroaso tho nnnibor of 
books; and the rovonuo of tlu» association has only lM»on snffi- 
cient to replace worn out volumes and to supply annually a few 
of the current stan<lard publications. 

Public School Lihrarij. — By the act establishing^ tin; present 
system of free schools, the several sc1hk)1 district libraries of the 
villaf^e were consolidated, and a sinji^h* library established. The 
collection of books embraces some 3000 volumes, principally 
standard works; and the numl)or is increasing rapidly by annual 
purchases from the public school revenues. It is a fnM.' library, 
and now circulates about 500 volumes weekly. Durin;^ the 
present year (1860) a very neat library building has Xnyi^n erected, 
on Grand street, by the Hoard of Educatitm; and the institution 
bids fair to become permanent. 

Neicburgh Catholic Li/jrary Association. — This association was 
organizQcl in 1855 by several members of St. J^atrick's church. 
It embraces some 600 v(»himes of standard and miscellaneous 
works, about 200 of which are in weekly circulation. 

In addition to the public libraries named, there are in the town 
twelve school district libraries containing an aggregate of 2604 
volumes; and the Sunday-school libraries of the several churches 
probably embrace not less than 5000 volumes. The library of 
the A. R. Theological Seminary, embracing some 5,000 volumes, 
is also located here. 

NEWSPAPERS ANH OTHER PUBLICATIONS. 

The first newspaper published in Newburgh was The Netvburgh 
Packet, which was printed by Lucius Carey in 1795.* The next 
paper was The Mirror, the publication of which was commenced 
by Philip Van Home iu 1191. In 1799, Jacob Schultz removed 
to Newburgh The Neio Windsor OazetU\^[ the name of which he 

♦ It has hitherto Ijeeii 8ui>no««e<] that The Mirror was the flret pai)cr |>rint<.>U in Now- 
harf^h. The pubIi(»tion of The Newburgh ParArff was revealed accidentally. In 1K50 
or '51 , a family, whoi«c name cannot now be aMcertaininl, while moving tnrouKh the 
village, dron|)ed a iHindle fn)m their l(»aded wagon. The package wum not oWr\'ed 
until after the family had croiMed the river on the ferry. On examination the package 
pn>ved to be a tile of The Packet. The thoughtlcHN liandM \\\\a> which it had fiillen noon 
divided it up among friendn, and flcatti>re<l it lieyond the poKsiliility of rei'overy. The 
copy which we Maw wan <lated Tuertday, Feb. 20, WX). It containinl an account of a 
fire which *Mm>ke out in thentore of Mr. John McAuley, but by the exertiouH of the 
citizens the flames were hai)pily cxtinguiHiied without any material damacre Ui the build- 
ing;'^ and forcibly urged tiie uecewity of having an "Engine in town.' Among the 
advertiserH were the name» of John tlarris — then but a short time iu business — 
Robert R. Burnet, I>evi Dodge, Wui. Miller, (Sen. James Clinton, Liaac Ilasbrouck, Hugh 
Walsh, Leonard Carpenter, and William Hackett. 

t A copy of this paper (Vol. 1, No. 10, Jan. 10, 1798,) was presented to us by its 
editor, Jacob i^holtz, in 1858. The pai)cr was printed for Mr. Schultz by Abraham 
Lott. 
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clicinp^cd to The Orange County Gazette* This paper was pur- 
chased by David Deiiniston, and its name changed to The Citizen. 
In 1799, a paper called The Rights of Man was established by 
Elias Winfield, for whom it was printed by Benoni JI. IIowoll. 
This paper w^as also purchased by David Denniston and in- 
corporated with The Citizen. Tlve Mirror was continued until 
1803, when it was merged in The Recorder of tJie Timen, a paper 
published by Dennis Coles. On the lOtli April, 1800, the Recorder 
was purchased by Ward M. Gazlay and the name changed to 
The Folitical Index. This paper was continued until 1829. 

The Mirror and The Citizen were the advocates of Paine's 
infidel teachings. The Gazette was strongly anti-infidel. Tlie 
Rights of Man^ the successor of Tlie Ciiizen^ was an uncompro- 
mising opponent of Christianity, and in politics claimed to be of 
the republican school. Elias Winfield, its first editor, was a 
physician and druggist, and made himself somewhat notorious, 
in 1803, by his advocacy of the theory that the yellow fever 
was of "domestic origin," and that it was "not a contagious 
disease." David Denniston, who succeeded Dr. Winfield in the 
editorial charge of the paper, was a man of strong prejudices 
against Christianity. In 1802, he was connected with the Ameri- 
can Citizen and Watch Tower^ a i)aper printed in New York. Uc 
died in Newburgh, (Dec. 13, 1803,) of "malignant fever." The 
Recorder of the Times maintained the Christian religion and a 
pure standard of republicanism. The. papers were all small — 
about half the size of those now published in the village. Uie 
Political Index had more of a local than a political character, 
although it advocated republican doctrines. It gave a hearty 
support to the administration of Jefferson, and of Madison, 
and to the war of 1812. Its only competitor was The Orange 
County Patriot and Sjnrit of^l^, a new series of which was com- 
menced at Newburgh, in 1812, by Lewis & Crowell. This paper 
professed to be "open to all parties, but influenced by nunc." It 
was subsequently removed to Goshen. 

The Political Index was purchased, in 1829, by Charles U. 
Cushman, who changed its name to The Orange Telegraph, and, 
subsequently, to Tlie Newburgh Telegraph. It continued under 
the management of Mr. Cushman until October, 1839, when it 

♦ The titlcof thiapanor waw revived, in IS'05, and its public^ition re-cDinnienc-ed bv 
(labriel Denton, at Croshcu. The firet pa^>er printed at Cioshen was the Goshen Repon- 
tm^, "f which we have a copv — Vol. T), No. 23(), July IJO, 1703. — indicating its establish- 
ment in 17HH. It wa8 ]»rintedby David M. Westcott in 1703. ThepreKont Independent 
Republican was commenced May 6, 1806. It was then called the Orange County Re- 
pubiicant and wa8 printed at Ward'B Bridge, now the \illage of Montgomery. 
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passed into the hands of Ilcury U. Van Dyck. In the winter of 
1840, Elias Pitts became the editor, and continued the publication 
of the paper until May 1, 1850, when it was purchased by E. M. 
Ruttenber. Mr. iiuttenber sold the establishment to Joseph 
Lawson, Oct. 1, 1857, and re-purchased it May 1, 1859. 

The publication of TJie Newburgh Gaztitv, was commenced by 
John D. Spalding, June, 1822. Its publishers since that time 
have been as follows: Spaldini^ & Parmenter,* from 1825 tt» 1832; 
Knevels & Spaldinj^, 1832 to 183G; Knevels & Le8lic,t 1836 and 
'37; Wallace & Sweet, 1837 and '38; Samuel T. Callahan, 1838 
to 1852; William L. Allison, 1852 to 1855; Royal B. Hancock, 
1855 to Feb. 1856, when Eugene W. (Jray, the present editor of 
the paper, became the proprietor. 

In 1833 or '34, Mr. Spalding commenced the publication of The 
Neuburgh Journal^ which he continued until 1843, when he 
change the name to The Highland Courier. Tlie Courier was 
continued by Mr. S., until his death, Aug. 22, 1853, and subse- 
quently by his widow, Mrs. E. L. Spalding, who sold it, in 1855, 
to William E. Smiley. In August, 1858, Edward Nixon became 
the proprietor. In 1859, Rufus A. Reed, tlie present proprietor, 
purchased the establishment and changed the name of the paper 
to The Highland Chieftain. 

In addition to these papers, Thomas Oeorge commenced, in 
1849, the publication of The Neivburgh Excelsior. This paj>er 
was purchased by E. M. Ruttenber, May, 1851, and merged in 
the Telegraph. In 1855, the publication of The Neuimrgh Ame- 
rican was commenced by R. P. L. Shafer, and continued three or 
four weeks. In March, 1856, the publication of The Neivburgh 
Times was commenced by Royal B. Hancock, as agent for an 
association of gentlemen. It subsequently passed into the hands 
of R. Bloomer, the present proprietor. 

In the autumn of 1856, Mr. Gray conunenced the publication 
of The Daily News, a small paper mainly designed for political 
purposes. It was discontinued in December, and resumed again 
in January. In Febniary, the Gazette printing establishment 
was united with that of the Telegraphy and the publicaticm of the 
News was continued by Ruttenber & Gray; subsequently by 
Gray & Lawson, and again (1859) by Ruttenber & Gray. 

There have also been several religious publications. In 1824, 
the Rev. J. R. Wilson commenced the publication of a monthly 

• SamocI Parmcntcr, the father of Gcnl. S. C. Parmenter. 

t John W. Knevels and William Leslie. Mr. Leslie was the father of Mr. Alex. Leslie. 
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magazine of iorty-cight pages, under the title of The Evangeliad 
WUncHH, It wart devoted to the exposition of the fuith of the 
Reformed Presbyterian church, and was continued four years. It 
was succeeded by the Christian SUUet^nian^ which lasted only one 
year. On the 1st of March, 1836, by the appointment of the Syno<l 
of that church, the Ilev. Moses Honey commenced the publication 
of The Reformed Freslti/terian, a monthly magazine <»f thirty-two 
pages. Mr. Koney removed this magazine to Pittsburg, Pa., in 
1849. Ilere he published it until his death in 1854; it was kuI>- 
se(|uently continued there by Mrs. Roney, and is now conducted 
by the Rev. Thos. Sproul. In October, 1859, the Rev. David L. 
Proudfit commenced the publication of I'lie Family VvfUttr, a 
monthly quarto, which ho continued one year. In 1845, he pub- 
lished the first number of Tlie Christian Instructor, a monthly 
magazine of thirty-two pages, which he continued for two years. 
It was then sold to the Rev. J. B. Dales who removed it to Phila- 
delphia, where its publication is still continued. In 1856, the 
Catholic Library Association commenced the publication of The 
Catholic Library Magazine, John Ashhurst, editor, which was 
continued monthly until August, 1860. 

Literary serials have been limited in number and without any 
success. In May, 1832, John W. Knevels issued the first number 
of a monthly quarto called Tablets of Rural Economy, It was 
only continued for a few months. In 1855, R. B. Denton com- 
menced The LUerary Scrap-Book, a monthly magazine of forty- 
eight pages; but it failed in a short time. The last of the 
publications of this character — The Acorn — was connnenccd by 
an association of students, in 1857, and was discontinued in 1859. 

LITERARY, RELIGIOUS, AND BKNEVOLENT SOCIKTIKS. 

Neivburgh Lyceum of tlie Natural Hcienees. — ^I'his society was 
organized Sept. 1, 1824, and had an active existence for several 
years. Its first oflicers were as follows: President, NVm. Ross; 
Vice Presidents, David R. Arnell, Albert Christie, A. M. Smith, 
S. R. Betts, David Fowler; Corresponding Secretaries, James R. 
Wilson, Luther Ilalsoy, Jr.; Treasurer, William Seymour; Cura- 
tors, John T. Halsey, John Johnston, George Gordon. 

Neui)urgh Lyceum Association, — The first meeting in reference 
to the organization of the Newburgh Lyceum was held in the 
High School on the evening of Dec. 18, 1837, when aconnnittee, 
of which Rev. Doct. Johnston was chairman, was appointed to 
confer with leading citizens on the subject. At a meeting held 
on the evening of the 20th, Dr. Johnston made a favorable report. 
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A constitution and by-laws were submitted by S. W. Eager, N. 
S. Prime, J. W. Knevels, Saml. Phinncy, A. J. Downing, Victor 
M. Watkins, Jas. II. Perry, A. B. Belknap, and J. J. Monell, who 
were a committee for that purpose, which was adopted. The 
first lecture before the association was delivered by Rev. N. S. 
Prime, Dec. 27, 1837. The association continued a course of 
lectures annually until 1844 or '45. 

Neicburgh Historical Society. — Tliis society was organized in 
February, 1845, by Rev. John Forsyth, Rev. A. B. Van Zandt, 
Saml. \V. Eager, Peter F. Ilunn, G. C. Monell, A. J. Prime, M. 
Stevenson, and other gentlemen. At its first meeting. Rev. Dr. 
Forsyth was elected President; Doct. A. J. Prime, Secretary; 
and Doct. M. Stevenson, S. W. Eager, and P. F. Hunn, Curators. 

The society had an active existence for about two years, during 
which time many interesting historical papers were read by the 
members, and a considerable collection of manuscripts, coins, 
minerals, &c., made. It is to the existence of this society that 
the public are indebted for the collection of many of the facts 
contained in Mr. Eager^s ^'History of Orange County." The society 
still has a nominal existence; but its active operations have been 
suspended for several years. 

Neicburgh Bible Society. — This society was organized Sept. 9, 
1818, at which time a constitution was adopted and its first 
board of officers elected. Its object is **to encourage a wider 
circulation of the holy scriptures, without note or comment." 
It still has an active existence. 

Netcburgh Mission Society. — **The Newburgh Society for aiding 
Missions in the propagation of the Gospel," was organized iji 
1823, and continued in existence for several years. Its object 
was "to be auxiliary to the cause of missions in general." 

Neicburgh Sabbath School Society. — ^This society was formed in 
1816. It was one of the first agencies employed to awaken an inter- 
est in Sabbath schools and to promote their establishment in con- 
nection with the several churches. A union Sabbath school was 
conducted for several years under its auspices in the session 
room of the 1st Presbyterian church, and it continued in existence 
until the object had in view by its founders was accomplished.* 

Benevolent Society. — An organization entitled "The Benevolent 
Society of Orange County," was formed in Newburgh, Jan. 1 6, 
1805 — Hugh "Walsh, president; John McAuley, treasurer; Wm. 

• For a more extended notice of thw Bocictv, as well as ol the "Newburgh Bible So- 
ciety," and the "Xewbnrgh Mwsion Society/'^ see Eager's Orange County, p. 186, 189. 
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Gardner, secretary. Its object was to furnish pecuniary aid to 
those in destitute circumstances, and to guard the community 
against "an abuse of their charity by artful impostors." How 
long it continued in existence cannot now be ascertained. 

Ancient Druids. — The Society of Ancient Druids was organized 
Sept. 22, 1803. Its object has already been explained in the 
preceding pages of this work. 

Masonic, — The first Masonic Lodge in this section of the state 
was that which followed the army. It was called "American 
Union Lodge," and during the encampment of the army here 
its sessions were held at the head quarters of the different officers 
alternately. It was in this lodge and at Xewburgh that LaFay- 
ette united with the fraternity. 

The first located lodge in Newburgh was "Steuben Lodge, Xo. 
18." Its charter was applied for by F. A. Morris and nine others, 
June 5, 1188, and it was constituted Sept. 27, of that year. We 
have not been able to obtain any further facts in reference to its 
history or memberhip except that Ebenezer Foot, Levi Dodge, 
and Chas. Clinton, were P. M.'s in 1797. Its charter was probably 
surrendered soon after the commencement of the present century. 

In 1806, "Hiram Lodge, No. 131," was constituted — Jonathan 
Fisk, M.; Chas. Baker, S. W.; John R. Drake, J. W. Its charter 
was surrendered in 1831. In 1842, (Sept. 7,) the charter was 
revived and the number changed to 92 — Peter F. Hunn, M.; 
Minard Harris, S. W.; James Belknap, J W. It was again 
surrendered in 1844. In 1853, (June 11,) "Newburgh Lodge, 
No. 309," was constituted and is now in a flourishing condition.* 

Odd-Fellows, — The following lodges of this order have been 
located in Newburgh, viz: 

Highland Lodge, No. 65, Inst 1842 ( KosauthLodge. No. 129, Inst 1850 

Orange Ck)anty Lodge, No. 74, " 1842 Myrtle Degree Lodge, No. 20, " 1845 
Hadson River Lodge, No. 281, '' 1847 I Mt Carmel Encampment, No. 21, " 1845 

The order was in a very flourishing condition here for several 
years. We believe that "Highland Lodge" is the only organiza- 
tion of the order now remaining here. 

Temperance Societies, — Three "Divisions" of the Sons of Tempe- 
rance, viz: "Orange," "Quassaick," and "Fraternal," have been 
organized here; also, "Avoca Tent" of "Rechabites," a "Social 
Union" of the order introduced by Col. E. L. Snow; a "Section" 
of the "Cadets of Temperance"; and a "Tent" of "Good Templars." 
None of these societies, however, are now in existence. 

* The oldest located lodge in this section of the state, was constituted at Fishkill. 
Jane 7, 1786, on the petition of Hugh McConnell and others. It bore the title of *'St. 
Simon and St. Jude Lodge/' 



ClIAPTEK VII. 

niOnnAPHICAL AXO CE.VKAUKJirAL SKETrHES. I 

In addition to iUo larts )[»iveii in the previous i)ages of this | 

work, wc have not b(HMi able to obtain much information in | 

rcfiToiicc^ to tlio ]K*rsonal history of any of tlic nicmbors of tlic , 

oompany nf Pahitine cmi^i^'rants* by whom the sottU'mcnt of tlic 
town was commonrrd. Wo notice brielly. however, a few of the 
principal families. I 

dosHiA KocKEKTHAi,. — Josluia Ivockerthal, en* '*de Kockerthal,'' 
as we lind the name sometimes written, was ealU'dby the ''Lords ; 

of Trade" the "IIi<;'h (Jerman Minister." II(* appears to Iiave I 

been the leader of the little band of emigrants, but he was, only I 

a resident of Xewburp^h a short time, if at all. The larger I 

company ni Palatines who came over in 1710, and who were 
settled in the present county of ('olumbia^ received much of his 
attention, and the last ei{^ht or nine years of his life was almost i 

wholly spent among- them. At the time of his removal to Ame- 
rica (1708), his family was composed of himself, his wife, and 
three children, whose names and ag-es are recnnled in the return I 

made to the Lords of Tradef as follows, viz: I 

.I<Hlm:\ Kockertlml, .Miiii>trr. Ace IVJ I BenignaSibylle Kockcrthul, Child, Ajre 1(> | 

SihylU* Kockerthal, Wilr. • :!!> | Chrif*tian.lt)*slina Kockerthal, " '* 7 ; 

SiiNamin Sihylle Kockcitluil, - - - - - -*•'•:> 

Two other chihlren, Cathalina, and Louisa Abi<i^ail, were born 
to him after his settlement in this country. He died sometime 
about the year 1710, jind his wife did not probably long* survive ' 

him. Christian doshua, his son, receivetl nn appointment as | 

clerk, or sui)erintendent, of one of the Palatine settlements in 
(•olumbia county. He died in 1731, without issue, and the family 
name became extinct. Benigna Sibylle nuurie<l William Christo- 
])her HerkeJimyer, (the Lutheran minister who performed )>as- 
toral services at New York and Xewburgh in 1725, J) and settled 
in Albany county. Susanna Sibylle married William llenrtin, 
goldsmith, of BcMgen county, X. J. Cathalina married Peter 
Lynch, merchant, of Xew York; and Louisa Abigail married 
John Brovort, goldsmith, (►f Xew York. 

The daughters became the heirs to the lands in Xewburgh, 
which wer<' patented to the family, — Benigna and Siisanna hold- 

♦ Ante p. 22. 2:i. 24, 2tl, 27, :U. f C»l. Hi<*t. :., :.2. J Ante p. 2S. 
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I 

ing an interest by virtue of the terms of the patent; Catha- 

lina succeeding to the interest hold by lier mother, and Louisa ! 

Abigail to that held by her brother, — and they united in a sah* | 

of the property to James Smith, July 13, 1741. ' 

Michael Weioand. — The family of Michael AVeigand, anoth<»r 

of the Palatine emigrants, was composed as follows, viz: 

Michael Weigand, HiiAbandman^A^ed .52 I Anna Maria Weigand, Child, Aged 1.1 
Anna Catharine Weigand,Wifo, " 54 | Tobias Weigand. - "'7 

(leorge Weigand, ....... .. ., -j | 

Mr. AVeigand located permanently in Xewburgh. Ilia son, 
Tobias, was chosen «me of the trustees of the Glebe in 1725. 
and served in that capacity for several years. Martin, the son 
of Tobias, opened the first principal tavern in the place,* and 
this occupation he continued to follow until his death, which 
occurred in 1792, without issue. George, the second son of 
Michael AVeigand, had several children of whom Michael, 2d, 
was the father of Capt. ^fartin Weigand, who is still remembered 
by many of our older citizens, and of whom the late Doct. J. M. ' 

Gardiner furnished us with the following particulars, viz: 

Martin Wkioaxi) followed for many yearn the joint occnpationR of dock-builder and 
flriherman. He waA a thorough "practical joker,'* and alwa>*D imninhed any little act^ 
ot meannens that might \ni per{)etrated againHt him, wiUi a never-to-be-forgotten les«M>n. | 

I rememlier many iuHtancert of thin character. On one occasion a doMe-ti^ted farmer 
called ui)on him and oftered him a load of excellent wood, "taken as it nm." On thn I 

recommendation Weigand purchased the wood without eicamination; iMit on hbi retam 
home he found tliat he liad been badly cheated. He kept hi8 own coun.«iel, however, 
and meeting the farmer, sometime afterwards, he ap]>ealed to hw avarice by saggesting 
the puix!haj»e in tlie Fall (»f a quantity of Shad to In? "taken a8 they run" the following 
Spring. Tlie fanner accepted the offer, and paid for the Shad in advance. In the 
Spring he visited Weigand's stand for Iuh ]>urcha8ed fish. "You were to take them as 
they run, I l>elleve?"' said Weigand. "Ye**.** "Well,*' rei>lied Weigand, jiointing to the 
river, "they are nmning there and you vmx take them a8 fast a.s you please." The fiirmer 
was caught in his own trap, and after stf>rming a little to no par{)0»e. he refunded to 
Weigand a fair deduction (»n the wfMHl, and i-eceived his Shad to the fullest extent of 
the contract. 

On another occasion Weigand had a little account to settle with Capt. Smith Havens, 
who was at that time master of Oeorge Gardiner's sloop, the Vice Prendmt. He ac- 
cordingly advertise<l that he wished to obtain a quantity of ('ats for exportation, and | 
that he woiUd "pay sixpence for gnmii Cats and three cents for Kittens,-' which were : I 
to lie delivered on one of the sailing days of the Vice Prendeni. About 10 o'clock of ' 
the day named, Weigand planted him'<elf in the street to watch his customers, and was I 
soon after hailed by a farmer: "Hallo, Captain, I have brought you a load of Catn." 
"Take them down to the Vice PreMident" replied Weigand, "an«l Havens will pay you 
for them." It hapiiened, however, that Havens was not on board the sloop, and the 
men were at a 1«jhs wluit to do with such singular freight. Something most be done, 
however. The sloops, in those days, had no ladies cabin, but a simple curtain 6eiMUiite<l 
the salor>n, and into this saloou they dumiied the Cats and closed the door. A most I 

♦ Ante p. 4.1. | 
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miuioal time hoou <K.*<rurr«d among the "tomm>'M'' and "tabbeyK," in the mi<l«t ot which 
liAveiiii came on board, and was iiolitely reqaented by the former to "pay for the Cat^/* 
(«tating tliat Weigand had sent him there. The Captain saw at a glace how the matter . I 

!»tood. and seizing a gad he drove the farmer fWtm the dock to M-ttle the acconnt with 
Weigand; and 8i)ent the remainder of tlie day in getting the saloon in ortler. Weigand 
|)aid the former for hut Ciiti; imt he wad not yet out of the scrafte. Before night he wan 
haile<l by a boy who had a large Iwg swung acrom his horne, filled wittt CatH and Kittens. ' 

••All right?*' asked Weigand, a^ he thnist in his hand and drew out a Kitten. "Oh, dear, 
how Ktupid I These won't <lo. Von miiHt take them home and pft them nhod— 1 want i 

them to travel." And the boy did travel joyfully with a ponnd of C4»iidy that Weigand 
gave him, after emptying his Cats and Kittens in the 8tn*et i 

Weigand was a good natunxl. honest man. notwithstanding hi-* |K»cu!iar pn»clivity. 
He died alx>ut the year 1«34. I 

Melchior OiLcn. — The Palatine carpcutn*. Molchior (inlcli, i 

settled in Newburp^li on a tract of land near Middlehope, and ; 

his name appears in tluj tax-rolls of the Precinct down to 1729. 
At the time of their emip:rati<»n to America, tlie names and ao:es | 

of his family were as follows: I 

Melchior Gulch. Carpenter. Age 39 1 Margaret (iuich. Child. Age 12 

Anna Catharine (;ulch.Win>, *• 43 { Heinrich Ciulch. •• 10 

As already stated, the name was changed to (Jillis.* Margaret. 

the danghter, marrie<l William Ward, and was a resident | 

4»f the Precinct in 1750. The genealogy of the family, however. , 

(*annot now lie ascertained. 

— The other members of the original company of emigants did I 

not reside in Xewburgh for any considerable numlMT of years. I 

Th<»ir lands, however, were purchased by others, prominent | 

among whom were Burger ^[eynders, Zacharias UoflTman, an<l j 

Alexander ('olden. i 

BuR«ER Mevxders. — Burgcr Meynders was a blacksmith by 
trade, and lirst settled at Kingston where he owned a lot, house, 
and shop, in 108(). He sold his property then* to Frederick 
Phillipse (1692), and subsecjuently (1716) purcliase<l from Peter 
Itose his interest in the lands at Xewburgh, where he settle<l. 
lie had two sons, Burger, Jr., and Frederick. The former was 
elected one of the trustees of the Crlebe in 1744, and held that 
position until 1752. He resided on the property (for which he 
received a deed from his father, March 2, 1726,) which afterwards 
passed into the hands of the Hasbrouck family, and erected the 
south-east division of the building known as AVashington's Head 
Quarters. He sold the Xewburgh property in HoS, to Jonathan 
Hasbrouck, and removed to Shawangunk, where he erected tlK» 
mill, afterwards occupied by James Bate, at the mouth of the 
Dwaarskill. We have no farther trace of the familv. ;ilih<nigh 

•Ante p. 34. 
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we are informed that tliero are persons of the name still residing 
in Ulster connty. 

Zacharias lIoFFMAX. — W(? Were in error in assuming that Zacha- 
rias Hoffman, (or Hofman, as it is written in the old records.) 
"was the son of Hermanns Hofman, who came over with the 
Palatine emigrants in 1710,"* as we have since ascertained that 
he was a resident of Ulster county several years prior to that 
time. AVho his ancestors were, or at what time they settled in 
this country, we have not been able to determine satisfactorily. 
In 1706, (May 17,) he entered into a contract of marriage 
with Hester Bruyn, of Shawangunk, who brought to him, as a 
dow^er from Severyn Tenhout, a tract of land called by the 
Indians Mcufcaks, and for which he subsequently obtained a 
a patent. He was married to Miss Bruyn, Oct. 19, 1707, and had: 
1. Gertrude, born Sept. 18, 1709: 2. Margaret, married Thomas 
Jausen; 3. Zacharias, marri<^d Maria Terwillager; 4. Jacobus, 
married Margretta Lefever; 5. Ida, married ('ornelius Bru^Ti.f 
He was a large land-holder in Newburgh, and was one of the 
trustees of the Glebe from 1723 until his death, which occurred 
in 1744, although he did not probably reside here any considera- 
ble number of years. The old homestead in Shawangunk, yet 
called Hoffman town, was divided between his sons, Zacharias 
and Jacob, w^ho each received 536 1-2 acres. The stone house 
which he built, subsequently occupied by Zacharias, Jr.. iK 
standing, as w^ell as the house in which his sou Jacob lived. 

Alexander Golden. — Probably none of th(j early settlers of 
Xewburgh occupied a more prominent place in its affairs than 
did Alexander Cold<Mi. Exercising the full influence of his 
father's name and position in inviting settlers to locate here, he 
succeeded in securing to the town tlu» Fowlers and Merritts from 
Westchester county, the Dentons and Albertsons from Long 
Island, and other leading families, and he also contributed mate- 
rially to its early commercial ])n>sperity. He was the oldest son 
of Gov. Cadwallader (-olden, J and removed to Coldeuham with 
his father in 1728. § He was a])p4)inted Ranger of Ulster county 
in 1737, and soon after removed to the Parish of Quassaick, 



♦ Ante p. 'lf<. t Records HniyDHwick C'liun'li. 

X A bio;?rapliiral rtket4'h of (;«>v. Coldcii ni;iy be found in •'Eiiffer'i* Orange Coantv,"* 
2.37, fci'., and al-^u in tlie ••Documentary Hii»tory of Now York,*' lii. 8*J!l>.— the latter ac- 
eompanied by his portrait, autogrupli. and coat of annn. 

§ In a letter to Mr. (-ollin>M»n, of I»ndon. dated May, 174^2, Gov. Golden writer: **My 
family l^cin^ conHidenibly increuiied. 1 left the city at the time Mr. Burnet was renio\'e<l 
from the (iovemment,** \v. Gov. Uurnet was removed in 172S, which flxe« the date <»f 
(Jov. Colden'n nettlenient in thiM county. — KafferM Or. Co., 2.37. 
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where ho liad purcliased lauds, in conipanv with his father, cx- 
Governor Burnet and othcrd; orccted a wharf and store at what 
is now known as PowelTs dock, us well aa the flouring mill sub- 
sequently known as ''Ilasbrouck's Mill," and enj»^aged in milling, 
forwarding and niercantil(3 pursuits. In 1743, he obtained a 
patent for the Xewburgh Ferry, by virtue of wliii^h the privilege 
is now held; and about the same time divided the lands owned by 
him into lots under the name of th<^ "Town of Xewburgh Plot." 
lie was active in tho movement to wrest the Glebe from the 
Lutheran church, and was instrumental in securing what is 
known as tiie Golden and Albertson charter, in which the title 
that he had given to his "IMot." was extended to the Parish, as 
it 8ubsequ(»ntly was to the Precinct and to the present town of 
Xewburgh. lie erected what was known as the old "Newburgh 
House," at the junction of Colden and Water streets, where he 
resided with his family until about 17 02, when he was appointed 
Joint-Surve^'or-General with his father, and removed to Xew 
York. He was subset] uently appointed Post-master of that city, 
and held that office until his death, which occurred in 1775, in 
the 59th year of his age. He had four daughters and two sons, 
but the relations which they sustained towards the Crown, during 
the Revolution, compelled their removal to England, and his 
branch of the family became extinct in this ccmntry. * 

— Passing from the lirst settlers, we notice more at length and 
in their order, some of the principal families who located here 
at an early period, as w(»ll as sevtM-al who have occupied prominent 
positions in the town in more modern times. 
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I James Smith, the ancestor of the Smith family in this town, 

j i was a native of England, and came to this country some- 

I time about the year 1735. He settled temporarily in Xew 

I . York, but subsequently removed to Xewburgh, having pur- 

I chased from the heirs of Joshua Kockerthal, in 1741, lot Xo. 

I ' 5, in the original division (if the (ierman patent. f He erected 

. a log-house near a spring on what is now Smith street, between 

First and Second streets, and engaged in clearing the land and 

; in the general pursuit of husbandry. On his death, the farm 

descended to his son Benjamin, who resided in the old homestead 

I ♦ Cadwallader (Golden, the second mm of (lov. Col«len, reside<l at Coldenham until Iuh 

! death. He woh also iiitere»ted in landn in Newhiirgli. and was active in many of the 

I local affiura of the villaj^e, especially ifi connection with the old Bt. George'ri church 

I and the (ilebe hinds. The Coldeus re5>idinK in Xewbnrgh at the present time are hiH 

I deflcendantfl, we believe. t Ante p. 33. 
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Iiousf until at'ti.r tin.' war. when lie ficM'ted the dwelliuir house at 
priM-nt «K.cupicMl by Mr. Eli Ilasbrouck. on Liberty street. He 
subsnjuenily siAd the we.sieru part of the farm to Thomas Wool- 
sey, and laid out ■ 1T82 » the eastern part in lots under the name 
of the 'Township of Washington."* He ap|>ear8 to have con- 
tributed lilH?rally to the ostablislmient of churches and sc1k>oIs. 
and to have been a citizen nf ronsi<lerable enterprise. Durinjr the 
rarly part i>f lln' i-ontrov«Tsy with the mother country, he niain- 
taine<l the character of an anient Whi^. and was one of the first 
si;rners nf th«' ••lMed;re • if Association." and also an ollicer in the 
K»cal militia. AfttT the Declaration «»f Independence, however, it 
is said that he refused to be a party to the separation from royal 
autiiority, and while **n his way to Xew York, in company witli 
several pers«»ns win* were known to be disaffected (1777), he 
was arrested on a chargr of intention to join the enemy and. 
witii his associates, was contined in the jail at Kingston. t 
and thf ^oods found in his possession were confiscated He was 
soon after released on parole, and resumed his r(^sidellce in Xew- 
burgh. He strongly affirmed his innocence of any intention to 
join the enemy, and subse<|uently broug:ht a suit against the 
Committee of Sequestration to recover the value of the property 
taken from him at the time t>f his arrest: but the Legislature 
passed an act (1782"^ forbiding the courts from entertaining it. J 
and it was not prosecuted farther. AVe shall not undertake to 
review tlu» judgment of Mr. Smith's contemporaries in this 
matter, but we cannot avoid the conviction that had tliere been 
no gorxl cause of action against the rommissioners, legislative' 
interfer(»nce for tlieir j>r(itection wouhl not hav«» been thought 
necessary. 

Benjamin Smith married.. lune U». ITGl, Kiizabeth Leonard. He 
died in 181']. His childr<*n were: 1. Betsey, who married Aaron 
Fairchild; 2. Mary, who married John Anderson; 3. Jane. wln» 
married liobert Gardiner; 4. William L., who married Maria 
Cole, of Kingstoji: '>. Abigail, who married Thomas Hinds; i\. 
James, who was lost at sea; 7. Benjamin, who died unmarried: 
S. Bridget, who married Jonathan Carter: and 9. Catharim*, wh(» 
married Henry Tudor. 

William L. Smith was the princiiml heir to the ei^tatc of \w tather. He ereirted the 
homeifteftrl houKe on the comer of Liberty and Sonth streets, where lie resided for scve- 
nil yean, and was engaged in mercantile and agricnltiiral pursuits. He enjoyed the 
i'(>nndence of hirf fellow-citizens to a high degree, and repeatedly held ^tatiouH of loi^-al 
official troHt. H in children were : 1. Benjamin, b. July 30, 1803; 2. Catharine C, b. 

♦ Ante p. 87. t l*roceedingH Prov. Ctonv., 872. i liaws of New York, 1782. 
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! April 2l». Irm ; 3. Williaiiji P. C, h. Dec. 11, 1807; 4. John Fletcher, b. l>ec. 23, ISW; 

... (kirdinler, K Not. 30. 1R12; 6. Elizal)eth I-, b. Feb. 24, 1815 ; 7. Corneliiw C, b. 
' AofT. 0. 1817; 8. Maria C, b. Jan., 1820; 9. Ricliard C, b. I>ec. 14,1823; and 10. Anna 

VXasi. Benjamin raarrietl Caroline Knox Thacher, grand-<Uuighter of Genl. Knox, and 

now resides jit Kingst<»n; Catharine C, married John E. I»armelee; William P. C. 
I married Glorianna Butterworth— he died in 18o8; John F., married Xancy Thompson— 

ix now deceased; (lardinier married Jane Cole, of KingMton: Elizabeth L.. unmarried; 
' Corneliiw C, married Margaret DeWitt. of King>«ton. where be now re^idefl; Maria C.. 

I married Thoman H. Booth, died Jnly 11. 18.'»4: Anna ElijM, die<l x-onng: Kicliard C, 

I unmarried. rej»idcs «t Xewbnrgli. 

I THK HKLKXAP FAMILY. 

The Belknap family — c>r BclkiiapjK?,* a« the name was origi- 
I nally written — is of Norman orip^in, and can be Hatisfactorily 

traced back to the time of William the Conqueror (1066). 
I They maintained considerable distinction in England at an early 

I period — Sir Robert Belknappe having been created Chief Jus- 

tice in the reign of Edward the Third (1375). In 1637, Abraham 
Belknap, from whom the branch of the family in this country 
I trace their descent, emigrated from England and settled in L\nui. 

I Mass. Tie sul^sequently removed to Salem, where he died in 

i 1643, leaving four sons and a daughter, viz: 1. Abraham; 2. 

Jeremy; 3. Joseph; 4. Srjnuel, and 5. Hannah. Joseph was 
born in England about the year 1630. He settled in Boston, 
where he was admitted a freeman in 1655. He was one <»f the 
founders of the "third" or "old South Church," in 1668, fro.n 
I whence he took dismission tn Hatfield, where he lived in g()o<l 

I esteem from 1682 to 1696. He returned to Boston during th<? 

I latter year, and died in that city Nov. 14, 1712, at the age 

I of 82 years. He had three wives, viz: 1st. Kuth, by whom he 

had: i. Josej)!!, b. Jan. 26, 1658; 2. Maiy, b. Sept. 25, 1660; 3. 
I Nathaniel, b. Aug. 13, 1663; 4. Elizabeth, b. July 1, 1665. 2d. 

I Lydia, by wlumi ho had: 5. Ruth, b. Nov. 27, 1668. 3d. Hannah, 

I by whom he had: 6. Thomas, b. June 29, 1670; 7. John, b. June 

; 1^ 1672; 8. Hannah, b. June 8, 1673; 9. Ruth, b. March 17, 1676; 

I 10. Abigail, b. June 27, 1678; 11. Abraham, b. April 26, 1681; 

I 12. Samuel, the <late of whose birth is uncertain. 

I Thomas Belkiiap (6) married Jane, daughter of Thomas Cheney, 

of Cambridge, Mass., and settled in Woburn, where he purchased 
(June 29, 1698,) a tract of land at a place called "forty pound 
' meadows," His children were: 1. Thomas, date of birth un- 

I known; 2. Jane, b. Nov. 4, 1699; 3. Benjamin, b. May 3, 1702; 

I * The etymology of the name id Bel (belle), the feminine of beau — fine, beaatiful. 
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pleaaant, (Boyer,) and JCnap {knappe), or knowl of a hill. Literally rendered, "the I 

I)eople of the beautifhl hill.** 
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4. llaiiiuili. I.. May JS, 1704; T). Saiiniel. b. May 24. J TUT; and. 
it is supposed, (>. Joseph. Four of those children, viz: Thomas. 
Henjaniiii, Samuel, and Joseph. nMuoved to and settled in \e\v- 
l»iii*<;^h, an<l its vicinity,* at ditterent elates extendinjr IVoni 1T49 
to 1T68. The first settlement \vas made hy Samuel, who pur- 
chased (lT4i>) nearly all of the tract known as the "Baird 
]>atent," which, wilh tiiecxce)»tion of a lew lots, he divided hetween 
his sons, Isaac and David, and his brother Thomas. t 

The ^'eneah);>'y of the family is so voluminous that wc arc 

compelled in justice to others, who wouhl be excluded from 

notice in th(»se pajzes by its publication, to abidj^e it materially. 

^ J f ^. A / Samuel Helknai), the 

/^Vi/wtXv" J^ €/C</^|^ ^y^ iinme<liate ancestor of 
^ (/ the ]>rincipal part of 

the family in this town, married Lydia Stearns, by whom he had: 
1. William, b. May 2T, 1T30; 2. IJiith, b. Nov. 11, 1T:]1: :5. Isaac, 
b. l)(>c. 14. lT8a: 4. Samuel, b. Oct IS. 1T:5:); :>. Lydia. b. Feb. 
28, lTr,T; ti. Abel, b. Jan. 18, lTr>9; T. Mary, b. Jan. 9, 1T40; S. 
Kuth, b. May 14, 1T42: 9, David, b. Jan. 14, 1T44: 10. Abio-ail, 
b. April IT, 1T45: 11. Jonathan, b. Sept. T, 1T4S; 12. Olive, b. 
April 5, 1T51. Of these children — 

(1) William married lirst Hannah Kla-'-\ by whom he hatl: 
William, lluunah, Abel, Samuel, Josiah, (died.) Jo.siah, Lydia. 
(Jershoni and a twin dau;»'ht(M*. His secijud wife was Mary 
Fla^-;;-, by whom he had: Cyrus, and Mary. The only mend>er 
of this branch of the family who settled in \<»wbur*rh was 
William, who married ^Martha ('arscadden, July 20. ITS,'*, by 
whom ho had: William, Lydia who mtirried Edmund Sanxay, 
Hanmih, Stephen, Kob(»rt, (ieoriie, \ancv, and Susanna. 

("1) Kuth died ycuinj;-. 

(;n Isaac married first Bridj^cH IJichardson, of Woburn. Mass.. 
by whom he had: Brid^^'ot, Isaac, Mary married Derick Amer- 
man,J Elizabeth married John Warren, Olive, IJridjret nuirried 

♦ ThoniaH, Joyopli, and Hcnjaniin, wttUid in Xew Wiii<l«»i»r. wlioiv Joseph w:i«« Clerk 
of the Precinct in 17C^, and sul>t4equently Assessor. Tlionia« married Sjinih Hill. Dec. 
U, 172<5,and had: 1. Thomas; 'J.Sarah: .'». .lofM'ph; 4. John; .'>. Jonatlmn. IJenjjimin 
married Hannah l{ichard><on, and had: I. Abraham; 2. Ktith: D. I^anc: 4. Hannah: .'>. 
Jednthan: G. Sanih; 7. Olive. Joseph mnnied Marfl^aret Kiissell, of Watertown. Mas<., 
April D, 1754, and had: 1. TluMuas; 2. Jose]ih; :{. Phebe; 4. Lydia; ."». Daniel; U.JaniC''. 
J<n<eph (2), son of Joseph (1), married Siimh Clenjent, and had 1. James; 2. Harriet: 
.'•. AnnTilliza; 4. Sanih: .1. Klsie; r>. Tluanas; 7. .\manda— of whom Jame«4 (l) was 
lK)rn in the town of Crawford. March 24, WX\. He maFTied Clarissa IJin^r, daii^rhtfr of 
Samuel Rinp, of Cornwall, Jnne, 1J<H;. and nettled in Newbur;rh where he has sinee 
i-eside*!. He served with credit in the militia during the war <if lsl2, and ha"* tilled, 
with gi*eat satisfacticm to the public, K'venil local official stations, among which has 
lH*en that of Post Master. f Ante p. 4K. 

X For a sketch of Perick Aniermun. sec tlager'w Oninpc County. lO.T, tVc. 
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Lt'onanl Carpenter. Ki«-liardKon, Abel, William, and Olive. — 
Mrn. Belknap died An;:*. S. 1777. and 1h' niarrietl. see»»nd, Mrs. 
Deborah Collin,* widow of ('apt. Caleb Cofiin, Sept. 10. 1778. by 
wlioni lie bad: Amelia married Clmrles Birdnall. Aldeii, Brig'g'H. 
Judali, Lydia. and Deborah, lie di<Hl April 20, ISI."). ajred 82. 

Isaac Kklknai' wum <»nr tit" tli«* 
tnwst M)n-« of .\in<Tic« Uuriiie hi-* ^ Q""^* // 

Avhole life, ami es|K»ci;illy thnni^lioiit y l/V/y / / Xb/^ y/^ k^ 
tlie <livanKtni«r«rk- for IinU'iK-iuIeiin*. i^Ul^^-^^^ >>>/^/ /H A/ 
PrevioiH to the war hi* wa-* »Mi^a- ^ 

g«Ml in tlic fn-lirlitiiiff hii-iiu'^os lielwini Niwhur^h ami Nrw York, mid not miliv 
i|nently extciuhd his roiniiierrial voiitnn»«* tf> the more pu?*trni ]M>rts a.** well om to 
tile Witst Ituliii IslaiuN. When the tnmhles with the mother rouutr>- came on, he 
entenMl into active seniee in <lerenreof the rau«4' of the ruloiiL*(t<<, and wa*» early ap- 
|Hiuitcd Captain of a company of Ilanj^ern. He wao afterwanl** in the regular Her\ioe 
iw A.ssUtant Deputy Quartermaster (Jeneral. After tlie war he i-eHume«1 the freighting 
husinesH and continued in it a** lonjr as he was able to follow the arduous occupation. 
The following is from the roconi on his toml»->l<»ne: "He was a firm friend to his country 
in her darkest times, a zealous sup|K>rter <if .Vmerican liU'rty, a kind and affectionate 
Inislmnd, a tender and indultrent father. Two yeiti-s lieftjre hi.s death he liecame a bright 
example of real pitft\', and died in the faith of the Lonl Jesus Christ." 

His son, l>ajic lk»lknaj». Jr.. was lH»rn Oct. W, I7«»l. He married, lirst, Klizabeth 
i'oleman, daughter of Joseph <'«)Ieman, of Xewhurgh, formerl3'of Sherbuni, Nantucket 
Isbind,and had: KlizalK'th, Ilichardson. and Fanny C, who married David Crawford. 
Mrs. IJclkuap died Jan. 0, Isld. and he manieil, M*cond, Mrs. Susan Smith, widow 
of William H. Smith. He was a man of gi-eat i»ersonal worth and high moral cliaracter. 
He died Jan. 'J^. 184.), aged 84 yt»ar-i. Fnun a notice of his life and character, which 
apiMraivd in the village papers at the time of his<lcceaHe, we cof»y the following: "The 
dec'cased ha5» long lioen widely known as one of onr oldest and must HidN>tantial citizeiLs. 
At an early age he was engaged in the service of his country, during her Kevoluti<mary 
stniggle. and .Hul»se<iuently filled with credit many hni)ortant pont** of honor and useful- 
ne^<s. As si member of the Stite Logislatnre, Judge of the Ct>unty Court, and Pre*«i- 
tlent of the Bank of Xewburgh. he had established in fonuer years a icputation for 
integrity, «)und sense, and gooil fwling, which secured lor him the ainceres! respe<-t 
ami esteem of all who knew him. But as the crowning excellency; of his character, he 
wjis for many yean* distinguishe<l as a devoteil and consistent follower of the Ix>rd JesuH 
(Jhrist. He was lui accepted ami honore<l Klder of the lU^fomied Dutch Church fnun 
the time of its organization until his decease, and those who were aj<pociated with him 
in this capacity, as well as othei-s. can bear honorable testimony to his practical wisdom, 
piety and worth." 

(4) Samuel married, first, Mrs. Abii;ail L(?\vis. and bad: 
.Vbi^i^ail, Timotliy, an<l Kntli. His second wife was Abigail 
Klagg, by wlioni be bad: Jiajdiael, Samuel, Olive. Elizabeth, 
Lydia, Setb, and Charles. He died Mareli 31, 1821. 

y /f y / /*/ Samiei, Hklknap, prior to the 

O /%yyy. 5^ "^ ^^ P I/H J 7 /^yt Hevolution, resitle*! at Wobum, Ma»H. 
^ — f ^ ^- y m,,i occupied the homestead and 

mills which were erected by his father, and t<» which was attached a Urge and produc- 
tive farm Bittiated on the ])ublic n>ad leading to Concord. In the early pait of the con- 

♦ Mrs. Coffin was a daughter of Col. Brings Alden, of Duxburv, Mass., and a lineal 
riescendant from John Alden, one of the pdgrima by the "May !• lower." 
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troven*y with KuglaiKl. he wan activt* hi the CHU«e of the n>hmii»ts; and Ju 177.>, he 
organized a company, of wliich he woh Captain, and took i)art in the conflict at Concord. 
During the following year, he was in the engagement at White Plains; and sulittequently 
rendered much efficient Mcrvice in the flehl. After the war he wis elected to the I^g- 
i'ihiture of his native State, where he ser>*ed to the ample gatisfaction of his c«»nKtJfiient*. 
lie afterwards removed to Xewburgh where lie resided until hi;^ death. 

Iljx son. Sjimuel Belknap. Jr.. was lioni Dec. 10, 17«m. He married Marj- (ioMsniith. 
April i\, 171)0, by whom he had: Lucinda, Ira. William (ioldsmith. Samuel, and Fanny, 
lie dicti May 1!>, ISio. Ills son, William (ioldsmith Ki'lknap. was Ismi Sept. 7, 1704. 
lie married Ann Clark, daughter of Joseph Clark, of Xewburgh, and had: Amia Mark', 
Clara, William Worth, and Frederick AugUHtus. He entered the military 8er>ice at the 
age of 1« years, and took part in the war of 1812, through which hesen-ed an an officer 
with distinction to himself and honor to hi» comitr}*. His conduct during the attack 
by the British on Fort Erie, (Aug. 15, 1814,) drew from (Jen. Ripley the following re- 
marks in his report, viz: "The manner in which Lieutenant Belknap, of the 23d, retired 
witli his picquet guarti from before the enemy's column, excite** my ]>articnlar commen- 
dation. He gave orders to fire tlrnn? times as he wa.s retreating to the camp, himself 
bringing up the rear. In this manner he kept the light advance of the enemy in check 
for a distance of two or three hundred j-ard-*. I have to regret, tliat when entering our 
lines after his ti*oops, the enemy ])ushed so close ni)on him that he received a severe 
wound with the bayimet." In the war with Mexico, he shanMl largely in th<? battles of 
Palo Alto and Rcsaca de hi Palma, and w;is suU^uently promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. The citizens of Xewbnrgh, at a public meeting held on the 27th 
of June, 1840, caused a Kword to Ihj made and presented to him in their name, a.s a 
mark of their appreciation of his digtingiiished services.* He died near Fort Washita, 
in the Chickasaw Xation.Xnv. 10. IH/il, of disejise contracted during the campaign in 
Mexico. 

(o) Lydia inanird Kdwunl Uig^gs, Xov. 25, 1182, and settled 

ill Xcw York, but siihsoquontly HMiiovod to Ncwbiirj;!:!!. wlicre 

sIh' (Vw(\ Jan. \), 1824. 

Mrs. Bi(i(is was a m'Ikm)! teaciier, and it 
ix said that she taught DeWitt Clint<m his 
letters. She was i)resent at the inaugura- 
tion of Washington, at the old Federal Hall, 
corner of Wall and N'assjiu streets, Xew 
York. She was a woman remarkable for her iiiety, education, ami virtue; and it is 
said of her. that she maintained "that distinction under a democracy which a regal 
^roveniment would confer u|)on rank." 

(()) Abel married, first, Molly Kidiardsoii, Oct. 4, 1705, by 

whom be had: Ste|)hen, Chaiieey, Sarah, and Molly. He married, 

second, Hannah AVilliams, of Huntington, L. 1., .June (», 17T(). 

and liad Kaehel Fleet. His third wife was Hannah Williams, of 

Sharon, Conn., by whom he had: Abel, Moses Higby, Aaron, 

Margaret, Edwin Starr, and Jub'a Ann. He died Xov. 15, 1804, 

in the OGth year of his age. 

The Right* of Man, of Nov. II), lsu4, refeiring to the death of Abri. Kklknap, n- 
luark!*: "This venerable, useful and truly pious citizen, enjoyed the esteem of all who 
knew him. .\s a magistrate, he conscientionsly ])erfoniied the imi)ortant duties of his 
onicc; ana hiLslmnd, parent, relative, and friend, he attained to jiatriarchal years, not 
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only without n'pruucli, but xiich vr.in the hIanideiM tenor of his life, that hiri det'euMr i>« 
a subject of [nmeral re;?ivt.** 

TheM>nHof Abel Belkuap— St4>|»hen.Ctuin<'ey, Abel.Moaes 11., and Aaron,- -eigoyed 
for many years the high e:(teein tind rontidtMU'e of the community. The business enter- 
prUnfs of Stephen an<I Chancey were extensive, and contributed in no anuill defrree to 
the early commercial pruKperity of the villajie. Stephen was l>om Auj(. 4, 17r»(», and 
died OU. 'la, IMS. He married Mrs. Sarah Mace and had: Dr. Savilian, who died un- 
married at Mobile; Mary C, who married Aaron I{. (iardiner; (.'Imnncey F.,and Ilufus 
\l. Chancey was born March 13. ITCs.and die<l in June, 1^40. He nuirricd, first, (July 
:». 11^^,) S.irah. dr.ightcr of Ji»niitha:i Belknap, by whom he liad: Mary, «1. nnraarrietl: 
Stephen, d. in infancy: S:inili, who m^irried, first. James lilack. and set'ond. David 
Bri»wn: and lleliccca. «1, unnmmed. Hy his set-ond wife, Mercy, who was alrio a daugh- 
ter of J«>natlian Belknap, he had: Uufus i;., b. De«-. I», 171)7; Thomas, d. in infancy: 
riarissii; Mercy: Cornelia, m. Alsop Stewaii: demcntine; liachel: Chancey; Jane 
Ann, m. David H Fowler: and Lynde, m. Sarah Titus, of Jamaica. I.. 1. He served 
HU-ces!«ively in the militiry grades of Lieutenant. Taiitain, l«t Major, Colonel, and Bri- 
gadier (ieneral; was one of the corporators of the Bank of Newburgh; Elector of l»re- 
sident and Vice President in ly<\'l, and, as already n>inarked. was extensively engaged 
in milling, freighting, and other bninchea of business. AIm-I was lx»ni Dec. .10, 17h.*>: 
died Oct. lf>, 1h,>4: m. firfJt, Mary, daughter of Sanniel O. (Irejforj-, who died, Jan. l!». 
lH.1.1, without iH«*iie; and second. Sally D. Mumi, who ille*l in ls,'>5, aU) without issue. 

Moses H., was bom Sept. 23, 1787; die<l 
Jan. 4, 18.M; m. first, Margaret, daughter 
of Sand. O. (Jregory, who died Feb. '17. 
ls2X, leaving two children. Ruletta (i., who 
died Aug. 11, l«oO; and Abel W., who 
marrieil Sarah, daughter of CapL Sanniel 
Johnsim.died June 20, 1H47, leaving one 
thild. AIk'I \V.. now living. His second 
wife was Uuth P. Cook, who dietl Get. 23. 
1x33, leaving one child. Moses Cook, now 
living. He was for many \ejirs a mem- 
Ikt of the Boanl of Trustees, and rn*Mi- 
ilent of that body; was one of the founders 
of the Xewburgh High School, and held 
many Iwal ofHrial stiUions with credit .-- 
To hispublir and private worth, the pages 
of this work liear ample totinumy. Aaron 
was iM.rn July 20, 17H1»: died March U. 
1^47. He married Mary J(»sepha L. S., 
daughter of Sjimuel Belknap (4). and had: 
Kthelbert B., died young; 
Samuel M.,died in infancy: 
Aaron Bett'*, now a resident 
of New York. He was a 
lawyer of considerable eminen<-e, and was favored with hcvend official tru»t<. Kdwin 
Starr, the youngest son of Abel (1), was l>orn Dec. 11, 1704: married Rachel T. Price, 
and settled in the city of Xew York, where he now resides. 

(T) Mary, horn Jan. D, 1731), died July L), l^i>0. 

(8) Kutii died May <>, IT^:'). 

(0) David married Sarah Case, and had: Olive, David, Daniel 
C, Ilezekiah, Sarah, Justin, Fanny, Charlotte, and Oliver. He 
died March 11, 1831. 
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Kkzkkiah Uelknat, the mm of Jhivid. wais bom July 'ic, 17sl. lie gmduated at 

i I'linceton College in 1M).>, with high Htaiiding in Iiis class, and was Hubwquently eni- 

I ployed us tutor for tlie Soplioniore clafw in that institntion. This iftatiou he resigned in 

IS()7. and coninienfcd tlie rtudy of law. He died May 2:1. isll. Keferring t<> his de- 

rcase, the Political Index, of May 24. remarks: "We are called ou t(» ]>erform the la«t 

I trihiite to one of tlie most vahiable and resi>ectjible young men of our vilhige. «»ne who 

from liis youtli upwards Juts sustained a character wortliy of ennilation. We Untk uikiu 

tln' departure of ag«» and iufinnity as tlie destiny of mortidity; hut here we have to 

hiuient the loss of one just ripening into maturity, to whom genius liad lent her vivify- 

I lug aid, and learning all her decorations and emijelishnients. But a few weekn 8inee, 

I Mr. l{4'lknap commenced his i>rofe.ssional career, with a mind stored with nseful knowl- 

cdg<>, unimpea<'hed integrity, of amiable manners and unassuming de|M>rtnient, and liad 

the fairest prospe<'ts of ac<|uiring wealth and honor in his profei^ion. In his (wlitical 

j character he possessed all that was worthy of respect and supinul. He was a Republican 

ill principle an<l in practice. Me had just lieen honoi-ed hy his native county with a seat 

ill the next legislature of the State, and bid fair to l>e one of its most aueful members. 

! Hut what do all these avail ? The fniilty of our nature ])asse<I and plucked the fairest 

; flower." 

( 10) Al>i«;'ail inariicd Josiali Taloott, by whom slie had: Lydia, 

riosiah, JcflVcy, SaiimH, Olive, Jonathan, David, and Abigail. 

She r('.side<l in Ncwbnr;:;h only a low years aftcM* her marriage, 

bnt removed to llancoek, ^lass., where, with her husband, she 

i imiled with the society of Shakers. She died in May, 1793. 

( 11) Jonathan died unmarried, May 9, 1774. 

(12) Olivo died unmarried, Mareh 14, 1770. 

I — K w«»nld aflord us pleasure to trace the family tlirou;;*li all 

its branch(\s, but, as alr(\idy intimated, our space will not pennit 

j us to do so. We may remark, however, that the descendants of 

I those wf have enumerated hav<' filled almost all callings, profes- 

' sions and walks of life, and, with here and there an exception, 

have been distinguished for their enterprise, energy, and probity 

nf character. It is rarely that we find a family maintaining fur 

so nuiiiy g(»nerations its original charactxn'istics. 



TUK MKRKirr FAMILY. 

(ieorge Aferritt, the ancestor of the Merritt family in this town, 
was born in the year 1702, and died Feb. 2, 1750. It is presumed 
that he was the son of John Merritt, Senr., a native of England, 
who settled in the town of Kye, Westchester county, as early as 
niSO, and who was one of its ])roi>rietors in 1715.* He married 
<Jlorianna Purdy. (who die<l Sept. 13, 1765, aged 51 yrs., 5 moB., 
13 days.) and removed to Xewburgli sometime about the year 
1747, in company with the Purdy and Fowler families, with 



* IJolton (Hist. West. Co., ii. .12. J).").) gives the naine« of John Merritt. Senr., (1680). 
:iiii| conteniiK>raneouslv with him, that of Thomas Merritt— nubReoaently Ktating t^t the 
latt<'r was tlic aon of the former. The original homestead of the family wsm in the 
l»ossession of one of the descendants of John, Senr,, as late U8 184ft. 
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whom he wuh connected by marriage. His children were: J. 
George; 2. Samuel; 3. Caleb; 4. Gabriel; 5. David; 0. Josiuli; 
T. Humphrey; 8. Elizabeth, married Thomas Merritt;* 9. Jane, 
born Sept. 25, 1747, died March 2, 1807. married 1st. Morris 
Flewwelling; and 2d, Elnatlini) Foster; H). (ilorianuu, married 
Joseph Morey.t 

(1) George married Ist, Mary Fowler (who died July ;'>, 
1799, in her fiCth year), and had: 1. (i(»orge; 2. Gabriel; 3. 
Samuel; 4. Humphrey; r». Fowler; (». John; 7. ( -harlot te; s. 
Jane; 9. Glorianna; 10. Mary. He married, 2d, Sarah, widow 
of Wolvert Ecker. 

(2) Samuel married Fhila TowuHcnd, and liad several chil- 
dren. He died Dec. 20, 1811, in his 74th year. 

(3) Caleb, born July, 1735, died Nov. 29, 1793, married 
Martha Purdy, (born Jan. 1730. died June 24, 1783.) and had: 1. 
Abigail, married George Weygant; 2. Elizabeth, married Dr. 
David Fowler; 3. (ilorianna, married Isaac Fowler. 

(4) Gabriel died in 1770, without issu<\ 

(5) David married Xelly Weygant, and had: 1. .Fane, wln» 
married John Ilait; 2. Elizabeth, who married Nathaniel Harcourt. 

(6) Josiah died March 12, 1817; married, Ist, Anna Purdy. 
(who died Jan. 9, 1780, in her 30th year,) and had: 1. Gabriel: 
2. Josiah; 3. Esther, who married Zephania Northrop; 4. Nancy, 
who married Mowbray Carpenter; 5. .Vlathea, who married John 
Brower. He married, 2d. Rachel Sherwood, and had : 0. David; 
7. Joseph; 8. Phebe, who married Andrew Cropsey. 

(7) Humphrey, J born May 17, 1737; purchased (1758) part 
(if the farm on which his grand-son, Daniel Merritt, now resides, 
at Middlehojx'. His <hildren were: 1. (Jlorianna; 2. Mary; 3. 
Underbill; 4. Caleb; 5. Charlotte; <>. Moses. Cnderhill (3) 
was born Feb. 7. 1709, and died Nov. 19, 1804. § His children 
were: 1. Martha, b. July 8, 1794, married (Gilbert Holmes, settled 
in Newburgh, died Sept. 14, 1848; 2. Josiah, b. Aug. 21,1790, was 

♦ "A Colonel of Cavalry in the Qneen*H ItangerH, 17^0. lie died at St. Catliariiies. 
Canaila, May, 1842, aged K2 years." lie was a gr.uid.soii of tlie firrt John Merritt. 

t We are not certain that tlie nainefl here given an? arranged in the order of birth. | 

X The nameR ''Hamphrey'* and "Underhill,'' are from Humphrey Underhill, one <A 
the original proprieton* of the town of Ilye, with whom the Merritts were ronnei'ted. | 

§ "Mr. Underhill Merritt, the father of Daniel Merritt, Vl-tq., came hv accident to a 
muift horrible death, in November, 1»04. His n^'iglibor, Mr. Caleb Fowler, had a frolic, 
drawing wood, and Mr. Merritt was among the nnmljer assisting him. After U'ing 
loeded and on hirt way to Mr. FowIerV, he was walking 1>eside his wagtm, and in an 
attempt to get on, as waM 8ti))|)osed. his feet caught in the lini^s, which started his liornes 
and threw him under the wheels of the wagon, which ran over his arm and head. Hix 
arm was broken in two placeH, and his braintf crashed m that they laid in the rt*m\. I Ic 
was fonnd dead in ttiat situation." — Kaf^erM Orange County, Kh. 
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the fathor or(\ilcb Menitt: 8. Daniel, l>. March 10, 171)9. lias four 
rhiklren. viz: Hiram, Mary J., Daniol H., and Tlioodon*; 4. Eliza- 
beth. l». March 12. 1799, (twin sister to Daniel.) married John 
(iuodsell. died Doc. 28, 1824, leaving: diaries \V. (Joodsell. (since 
deceased.) and Elizaheth M. (ioodsell, (now Mrs. J. N. Weed.) 
children her survivin^r;'" :>. Charlotte, h. Sept. 19, 1801. married 
J(»sei)h Furman, settled in Plattekill, died Au^^^ 24, 1824; G. Mary. 
h. April 24, 1804, married Kobcrt Phillips, and has three children, 
viz: Jeanette Y., married llichard A. Olmstead; Mary A., marrie<l 
Wm. A. Owen: and Willard M. 



THE FOWLKR FAMILY. 

The Fowler family of this town is of English ancestry. Mon- 
umental records at Islington, near London, show the death uf 
John Fowler, at that place, in 1538, and it is added in the 
work from which this fact is taken, that "divers of this family 
lie here interred, the ancesters of Sir Thomas Fowler, Knight 
and Baronet, living, 1630.'^ f The oldest branches of the family 
in this country appear to have descended from Philip Fowler, 
who was admitted a freeman of Massachusetts Colony in 1()34, 
and who settled at Ipswich; and from William Fowler, who 
came over in 1637. and settle<l at New Haven, where being on(» 
of the few cnn'grants who had received a classical education, he 
soon became a man of distinction, and is known, historically, as 
"the lirst magistrate of Xew-Uaven." The relationship <*xisting 
between Phillip and William cainiot now be ascertained, nt>r can 
their descendants be positively traced except in a few instances. 
It is presumed, however, from the predominant given names in 
the diflerent branches of the family, as well as from the proximity 
of the localities where they settled, that "all of this name in 
Connecticut and New-York, originated from William Fowler. «»f 
New-Haven, the magistrate of 1037." J 

The genealogy of the Fowlers <»f Newburgh is traced from 
Joseph, who is mentioned as a lirst settler near Mespat Kills, L. 
1., 1605, and who is suppos(;d to have been a son i)f William, .Ir., 
of New Haven. !5 Joseph had William, who had: 1. John: 2. 
Jeremiah. John (1) was born at Flushing, \j. I., in 1080, and 

* "Mrrf. <io(Hlsfll wiw a peraoii of an nmiablc temper, a )Kittorii of ])iety,aiit1 a worthy 
niemlicr of tlie church of Chrwt. Sho died in tlie full tnunij)1i of the chn^tian raitli. 
whkh faith she had for years experioucj-d in »»o the power of (Jod, l» the Kilvatiiin of 
lier aouV— Index, Dec. 2M. 1804. 

t Weever'rt Funeral Monnnients. § Hikers Annals of Xewtown. L. I. 

X Bolton's Histor}* of Westchester Connt^', ii. OlH. StK*, nls<i. -(lenealojrii'al Miinoir of 
the l)e»ccudaiit«of Ambropc Fowler, of \Vindj»or. <.'onn." 
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was the fathor of 1. Samuel; 2. Isaac; 3. John; 4. Jaines; f). 
Xohemiah. IIIhsodh, Samuel and Jolm, having purchased a por- j 

tion of the llarriKon Patent in 1747,* lie removed, wit li tlie other ' 

members of his family, to Xewburgh and continued his residence | 

here until his death, which occurred in 17G8. Jeremiah (2) I 

settled at Kye, Westchester county, where he died in 1706. We 
notice iirst the descendants of John (1) in their order, viz: 

(1) Samuel was Ijorri in ilie year 1720; married Charlotte j 
Purdy, grand-daughter of .Joseph and Elizabeth (Ogden) Purdy, 

and had: 1. Mary, married (Jeorge Merritt, Jr.: 2. Elizabetli. 
married Sanniel Olark; 3. (•Iiarh)tte, married Daniel (ridney; 4. I 

Martha, married Keuben Tooker; T). Abigail, married Abel Flew- j 

welling; r». Glorianna, niarrietl John Fowler (nephew of 
Samuel); 7. Samuel. He died Oct. 13. 1789, aged 69 years and | 

1 day, and his wife, (Miarlotte. die<l July 30, 1791, aged 74 years 
and 10 months. 

Samuel Fowler was a prominent and intiuentiMi citizen of this town for oonie thirty 
years, and hiM name frequently occurs in the pa^ei« of thiM work in connection with tlie 
organization of St. (teorge'H church and other hM»l evenb*. His son, Samuel (7), wu** 
for forty years a minister of the Methodif<t Epim'opal Chun'h, and hiM residence (the old 
homestead of hin father) was the cradle of Methoclixm in Xcwburgh.f He waf* bom in 
the year 1757. and died Jan 22, 1830. By hw Hnft wife Rebecca (iidney. he had: 1. 
Purdy; 2. Mary, married (Jeorge Wandel; 3. Charlotte. His Kocond wife was Mary 
CUpp by whom he liad: 4. Henrj", <>. Rebecca, married (Jeorge drove; fi Elei'ta, mar- 
ried Dr. James Smith; 7. Samuel; 8. Charlotte, married Henry Cox. l*unly (1) mar- 
ried Charlotte Tooker, and had six children; Henry (4) nmrriwl Kliza Ann Thorne and 
had (me chiM. Samuel (7) married Susan Pliillips. 

(2) Isaac married Margaret Theall, and had Isaac, Jr., who 
married Olorianna, daughter of Caleb Merritt, and sister of Kliza- 
beth, the wife oi I)o<-t. David Fowler. The children of Isaac, 
Jr., and Glorianna were: 1. Caleb, born Feb. 8. 1775, died 
March 8, 182G; 2. Martha; 3. Doct. Charles; 4. Gilbert; 5. 
Xehemiah; (5. David; 7. Doct. Francis; 8. Doct. Isaac. Caleb (1) 
married Catharine Sebring, a grand-daughter of Isaac Sebring 
and Catharine Van Benschoten, and had: 1. Peter V. B., married 
Kliza Dubois; 2. Caroline, married James E. Slater; 3. Gilbert 
S., M. I)., born April 11, 1804, died April 30, 1832; 4. Ann Catha- 
rine, born 180G, died 1833; 5. Amelia, married AVm. D. AVeygant, 
died Dec. 30, 1834; G. Martha B., died in infancy; 7. Margaret, 
died young; S. Matthew V. B., married Elizabeth F. Seymour; 9. 
Jacob V. B., married, first, Susan Jane BrinckerhoflT, and second, 
a daughter of John Currie; 10. Elizabeth, born 1819, died 183G; 
11. Isaac Sebring, married Mary Ludlow Powell. 

♦ Ante p. 47. t Ante p. 231 , 232. 
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The members of this branch of the family have for many years 
been among tlie most substantial citizens of tlie town, and dis- 
tinguished alike for their public and private worth. We regret 
our inability to trace the descendants of John (3), James (4), and 
Nehemiah (5), brothers of Samuel (1) and Isaac (2), as well as 
the descendants of the brothers of Caleb, the son of Isaac, Jr. 
We may mention, iiowever, that Doct. Charles, the third son of 
Isaac, Jr., was for many years a physician of high reputation in 
the town of Montgomery, where he left descendants. 

Jeremiah (2), son of William of Flushing, died at Kye, West- 
chester county, in IT fiO. He left a son David (born 1728, died 
1806), who had David, Jr., born Dec. 28, 1755, died Oct. 20, 1835. 

David Fowler, Jr., better known as I>oct. David. wa» born at Crom Pond, West- 
cheRter county. He received a lil)eral education, and aPtor completing his luedicjil 
studies in the city of New York, i-eniovcd, soon after the close of the Revolution, to 
Xewburgh, where he settled upon lands composing part of the farm, and built the houK* 
now occupied by David E. Fowler, on the road leading frf>m Newbtirgh to Marlborough. 
Here he continued to reside until al>ont 182S, when he removed to the village of Xew- 
burgh. He was an earnest supporter of tst. George's church, aud served in its Vest ry 
for several years; enjoyed a very considerable reputatiou as a skilful phyjucian, aud 
luid an extensive practice; while in his social intercourse his liberal and cxiMindcd views 
and varied information were so happily blendetl with great suavity and affability of 
manners, hospitality and kindness of heart, as to stamp him a true gentleman of the old 
stihool, and made his so<*iety widely courtc<!. The following obituary notice, which is 
copied from the Newburgh Telegraph, isToganled as a just tribute! t^) his charatter; 

" Doct. Fowler lived respected, esteem t-d aud l>elovcd,and died I'C^X'tted. Hisanimiilr 
manners, his correct deportment, and tlic distinguished virtues which adonied his cliar- 
acter, secured him an extensive circle of friend**. He was the cheerful c(»mp;uiion, the 
un^-averiug friend, the kiftd and aflTectionate husliaud and father. He was h ble?«sing to 
his friends, an honor to the community, and one of tiie highest ornaments of <mr naturi'. 
Of him it may be truly said, that he was a man without guile aiul without repro:ich — 
He was just, generous, humane, and lienevolent. The strictest honor, prt>bity, and in- 
tegiity, were hap])ily blended in his character. Tiie law of (lod was .his constant guide, 
and the day-star of iiis noble and cultivated mind. Tiiosc who knew bun, will oft^-n 
turn with melancholy pleasmv to the nMuenibrnnce of his virtues, and drop ]i tciir to 
his memory." 

Doct. Fowler married Klizabeth, daughter of Caleb Merritt, Oct. !>, 17k'i, and had: 1. 
James, born Jan. 18, 1787. died in infancy: 2. (Silbert Ogden, born Dec. 10, Mhs, died 
Dec. 27, 1843; 3. Abigail, born Dec. 27, I7f<!l, married Samuel Sands Seymour, dieil May 
/>, 1817; 4. Hannah, bom May 11. 1791. died March 20. 17J»2; "». Martha KlizalHlli. In.rn 
Dec. 11, 1792, married Joseph Cari>enter, died May 10, K'>4. 

(iiLBERT Ogden Fowleu, the second son of Dwt. Davi«l, was for many years a u-^ful 
and prominent citizen of Xewburgh. He graduatc<l with honor at Columbia College, 
and sulwequently pursued the study of law at Xewburgh, with Solonum Sleight. He 
was ricen«ed t> practice in 1810; appointed Master in Chancery in isKI; Judge of Orange 
(■ muuim IMeas in 1828, and First Judge of that Court (in place of Sanmel S. Seward,) 
in 18^3. In the autumn of 1833. he was elected to the Legislature, and as a memlier of 
that IxHly was instrumental in securing the pass:igeof the charter of the Highland Bank, 
and also of the Delaware and Hudson Rail-road. Ilr was elected President of the High- 
land Bank, on the organization of that institution, and occupied that position until hU 
death. He also held several unportAut military connnissions; was Aid-de-camp to ( leu. 
I>eonard Smith in 1813; Quarter-master of 34th Brigade in iHl.'i; Aid-de-cainp to the 
Major General of the 2d Division of Infantr>* in 18ir.: Brigade Major and lnsj>ector in 
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1H1»: Brigadier Oeneral of 34th Brigade in 1826 (elected in 1825); and Mi^or General 

of 5th Brigade in 1^27. Few men ei^joyed 
to u greater degnt? tlic confidence of hin 
fellow-citizGnii or more worthily performed 
the dutiefl of the public stations which he 
held. The Highland Courier, of Dec. 30, 
contained the foUdwing paragraph in refer- 
ence to his death, viz: "(k^n. Fowler liad 
U-en somewhat unwell for several daj-s, 
iMit was nut considered s4*riously sick, and 
was sitting up and conversing cheerfully 
until about an huur previi>us to his death, 
(ren. Fowler lias been for many years a 
citizen of Xewburgli, and has occupied 
many stations ot trust and responsibility. 
He was etiually respected and esteemed in 
private life, and his death leaves a wide 
bhmk in the social circle in this village.** 

Cen. Fowler married Raithel Ann, daugh- 
ter of James and Ann Walker, of the city 
_^ ^ of Xew York, Dec. 21, 1812, and left 
^"^ issue: 1. Ann, married I^eonard I). 
iyj^^- Nicoll, has two sons, (Albert 0. F., 
^"'^^ ^ ^ and Edward; 2. David E., marrieil 
Jane Ann, daughter of Chancey Bel- 
knap, has Isaac W.. (-hancey B.. 
Edward, aud Annie; 3. Isaac Van- 
derije<'k. unmarried; 4. James Walker, married Mary Frances Brown, of New York, has 
Frederic Culliert and Frances Elizabeth; 5. Elizalxith, unmarried. 




THE PURDY FAMILY. 

This family descended from Francis Purdy, of Yorkshire, Eng., 
one of the early settlers of Fairfield, Conn., where he died in lOoS. 
He liad two sons, Francis and Joseph, born in Yorkshire, who 
held commissions from the Grown as surveyors. Francis, Jr., 
left Joseph, the father of David, the father of David, Jr., and 
Nathan Furdy, who settled in Ncwbur^li prior to 1703, and 
whose descendants now reside in Ulster county. Joseph, tlie 
second son of Francis of Fairfield, married Elizabeth Ogden and 
liad: 1. Samuel; 2. John; 3. Francis; 4. Daniel; 5. Joseph. 

(1) Samuel married Charlotte Strang and had: 1. Glorianna, 
married George Merritt, Senr.;* 2. Samuel, married Winifred 
Oriffing and had Samuel, Ilenry, Jacob, Gabriel, and Lavina who 
married Capt. Eleazer (Jidney; 3. Caleb, married Hannah Brown 
and had Calel), Samuel, Josiah, Andrew, Neherniah, Sylvanus, 
Elias, Caroline, Hannah, Lavina, and Anna; 4. Gabriel, married 
Bethia Miller and had James, Gabriel, Anthony, Glorianna, Lewis, 
Henry, and Bethia; 5. Charlotte, married Samuel FowNfr, Senr.;f 
♦ See skeUh (jf Merritt family. \ 8ee sketch of Fowler family. 
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6. Henry, married Mary Foster, grand-daughter of Major Pauld- 
ing, and had Elizabotli, WiUiam, Anna, Henry, and Samuel who 
was born at York town, It 51, died at Newburgh, 1836, married 
Charlotte, daughter of Abel Flew welling, and had Henry, Abigail, 
Elizabeth, Mary, Anna, Esther, Martha, and Abel Guilford; 7. 
Elizabeth, married Josiah Fowler and had Glorianna, Gabriel, 
Esther, and Martha; 8. Josiah, married Charity Wetmore and 
had Seth, Alathea, Anna, and Esther. 

(2) John had three sons, Elisha, Joseph, and Nathaniel. 

(Z) Francis had a son David, and three daughters, viz: Abigail, 
who married Nehemiah Fowler; Elizabeth, who married Arthur 
Smith; and Martha, who married Caleb Merritt. He died in 
Newburgh, June 2, 1760, aged 63 years. 

(4) David had Isaiah, Nathan, David, Gilbert, Samuel, Josiah, 
Martha who married Daniel Denton, and Lavina who married 
Robert Denton. 

— ^Tlie branches of this family arc quite numerous in West- 
chester, as will be seen by reference to Bolton's history of that 
county. 

THE FLEWWELLINO FAMILY. 

The Fie w well ings were of Welsh origin, and were among the 
early settlers of Long Island, from whence John Flew welling 
removed to Newburgh about 1760. He married Elizal)eth 
Smitii, and had: 1. John, married Deborah Denton and had 
ten children, all of whom died young; 2. Morris, married Jane 
Merritt and had one daughter, Elizabeth, who married William 
Pulnier; 3. Abel, married Abigail Purdy and had Charlotte who 
married Saumel Purdy, Elizabeth who married William Harding, 
Samuel who married Julia Caulfield, Clarissa who married John 
P'owler, John who married Eunice Palmer, Abigail who married 
Thomas Fowler, Amelia who married Richard Taylor, Guilford 
who married Leah Harding, and Jane who married Geo. Harding; 
4. Sarah, married Nehemiah Denton; 5. Mary, married Cornelius 
Polhamus; and 6. Hannah, married George Winslow. 

— The name is extinct in this town, but it has representatives 
in Ulster count}'. 



THE HASBROUCK FAMILY. 

The Ilasbrouck, or Ilasbroug, family is of French origin — 
Abraham and Joan, or John, the first who bore the name in 
this country, wore natives of Calais, France. Long before 
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, their father had suf- 
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I fered so much from religions persecution, that he removed, witli 

; his two sons and a daughter, into Germany. In 1673, John 

came to America; and in 1675, Abraham followed him to the 
] New World, leaving his father with his daughter, who had 

! married one Pierre Ilayaar. In a diary kept by Abraham 

I llasbrouck,* the grartd-son of Abraham the brother of John, it is 

I stated that Abraham, witli several of his acquaintances and other 

followers of Peter Waldus, went from the Palatinate to "Rotter- 
! dam, and from thence to Amsterdam, where they embarked for 

! England, April, 1675. From England they sailed to America, and 

•arrived at the town of Boston; from Boston they sailed to New 
York, and from New- York to Esopus, in Ulster county, and arrived 
there, July, 1675." Abraham found, at Esopus, his brother "Jean, 
who had gone to America two years before him, and likewise 
several acquaintances." He married, in 1676, '*a young woman 
named Maria Duyou f (^Deyo), the daughter of one Christian 
Duyou, \vith whom he had been acquainted in the Palatinate, and 
who was one of the passengers with him to America." Having 
determined to settle in the Esopus country, Hasbrouck and his 
associates selected a tract of land to which they gave the name 
of "The New Paltz," and appointed twelve of their number 
to extinguish the Indian title and to procure a I'atent. The first 
was accomplished without much difficulty, and in 1677, Governor 
Andros issued the Patent. The twelve associates were chosen 
to act in behalf of the company not only in obtaining tlie land, but 
in nuinaging the civil affairs of the community. At their head 
stood Abraham Hasbrouck, J The next step was the organization 
of a religious congregation, w^hich they called the "Walloon 
Protestant Cliurch," after the "manner and discipline of the 
church at Geneva, according to the tenets of John Calvin." 

In preparing this brief sketch of the family we have been 
compelled to confine ourselves strictly to the genealogy of the 



* Abraham Hasbrouck was lM)rn Aug. 21, 1707, died Nov. 10, 1701. He married. July 
5, 1738, Cathariue Bniyn, born June 24, 1720, died Aug. 10, 1793. lie removed ^> | 

KingHton in 173.'>, where he commenced mercantile business. He was a memlx'r o! the 
Colonial Afwembly from 1739 to 174o, 174H to 1750, 17.>9 to 1778; wan commisHioned j 

Colonel of the Ulster militia, in 1757; occupied a prominent position in the political his- ' 

tory of hi!4 time, and took an active i>art in the mctvemonts of the i>atriotrt of the Revo- I 

lution. Hw wife, Catharine Bruyn, was the daughter of Jacobud Bniyn. She was of 
Norwegian extniction — her grand-father on her father's si<le, having l»een a native of 

I Norway, and settletl in the Esopus while the Province was in the pos*;ession of the 

I Dutch. 

I 1 5^0 Hi)elled in MSS. diary. Doyoux is probably the original French. 

I X This committee bore for a long time the title of the Duisine (i\o7.o:\). 'I'licir names 

I were Abraham Hasbrouck, Ijowva Dubois, Cliristian Duyou, AiidnM 1^ Febre. John 

: Hasbn>uck, Peter Duvou, I^juis Bcvier, Anthony Crispel, Abruham Dubois, Hugo Frier, 

Isaac Dul)ois, Simon Lc Fevre. 
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branches of it that settled in Newburgh; and in doing so, we re- 
mark, that Abraham Hasbrouck, the patentee, died March 7, 
1717, of an apoplectic fit. His wife, Maria, died March 27, 1741, 
in her 88th year. His surviving children were: 1. Joseph; 2. 
Solomon; 3 Daniel; 4. Benjamin; 6. Rachel, who married Louis 
Dubois. 

(1) Joseph married Elsie Schoonmaker, in 1706. He died 
Jan. 28, -1724, aged 40 years, 3 months; and his wife died July 
27, 1704, aged 78 years, 8 months, 3 days. "He was," says the 
diary already quoted, "a gentleman much respected by those 
witli whom he was acquainted, and he served in several public 
stations in Ulster county. He was very affable and agreeable 
in company, eloquent in speech, spoke French-Dutch and very 
tolerable English. He was of middle stature, of fine physiog- 
nomy, black curled hair, fair skin, with a bloozing color, dark 
blue eyes." He left ten children — six sons and four daughters — 
of whom, 

Jonathan Hasbbouck (1),— born April 12,1722, died July 31, 1780,— married, May, 
1751, Tryntje (Cathsuioe) danghter of Cornelius Dnboitt, and left three Hona and two 
daughters, viz: 1. Cornelius, who went to Canada; 2. Isaac; 3. Jonathan, who died 
anmarried; 4. Rachel, who married Daniel Hasbrouck, son of Abraham (1), and 
6. Mary. He removed to Ncwburgh soon after his marriage (1751), and purchased 
(1753) the property now known as Washington's Head Quarters, where he continued 
to reside during the remainder of his life. He was elected Supervisor, on the organiza- 
tion of the Precinct of Newburgh (1763), and held various other local offices. He also 
"bore several military commissions in his life time—first an Ensign's, then a Captain's, 
and afterwards a Colonel's commission, which latter he received Oct. 25, 1775." His 
regiment was often called out, but from the ill health of Col. Hasbrouck, it was comman- 
ded much of the time by Lieutenant Colonel Johannes Hardenburgh, Jr., under whom 
it participated in the defence of Forts Clinton and Montgomery, in 1778. In conse- 
quence of continued ill-health. Col. Hasbnmck resigned his commission in 1778. His 
death was caused by an aggravated form of gravel. From the diary of his brother 
Abraham, we quote the following des<'ription of his person and character, viz: "He was 
a loving husband to his wife, a tender and loving father towards his children, a loving 
brother to his brother and sisters, an obedient and dutiful child to his parents, a kind 
master to his servants, a good neighbor, a hospitable man, a good, industrious, sober 
man, and a very good liver, and a very good common wealthVman (Whig). He was a 
pious worthy man, paid a good deal of reverence in hearing and reading the word of 
(tod. He was good naturcd, not soon ruffled or put in a passion, but with a great deal 
of forbearance. He had very good Kcnse, and strong natural parts and understanding 
— esi)ecially in divinity, and very knowing in common affairs of life. He ^i&s a man of 
stature above six feet four inches, well shaped and proi>ortioned of body, good features, 
full visage of face, but brown of complexion, dark blue eyes, black hair with a slight 
curl, strong of body, arms, legs; was inclined to be corpulent and fat in his younger 
dnya, but meeting so many sicknesses and disorders he was not so fat the last thirty 
years of his life as he was in his youth. He had a great many good qualities that I don't 
write down here. He died on Monday morning and was buried on Tuesday in the 
burying place on his own kind, between his house and tho North River, lying along side 
two of his sons who lay buried in the same ground." 

The descendants of Col. Hasbrouck, now residing in this town, are through his son 
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Inac (2). who was born Sept 23, 1761; died August 21, 1806. He married (1784) 
Hannah Birdsall, who died Dec. 27» 1807, aged 45 years. His children were: 1. Jona- 
than, who occupied for many years the Head Quarters homestead; 2. Sarah, who 
married Walter Case; 3. Israel, died unmarried; 4. Rachel, died unmarried; 5. Ell, 
who has been married twice and has Cliarlos H., FHi, Jr., and other children; 6. Maiy, 
died unmarried. 

(2) Benjamin married Elsie Schoonmaker and left three sons, 
1. Benjamin; 2. Cornelius; 3. Joseph. Cornelius married Jane 
Kelso in 1799. He left, 1. William C; 2. Benjamin C; 3. Mar- 
garet, who married Capt. Eli Perry. 

William C. (1), was bora Aug 23, 1800; married Mary E.. daughter of William Roe, 
June 22, 1831; has three sons, viz: William H., Henry C, and Roe, and three daughters: 
Maria H., Emily A., and Blandina. He entered active life, we believe, as a teacher in 
the public schools, and was principal of the Farmer's Hall Academy, Goshen, in 1822. 
He was admitted to the bar in 1826, and rose rapidly to the front rank in his profession, 
a position which he continues to occupy. He was elected to the Ass&ably in 1847, and 
was chosen speaker of that body. Few men have a more unblemished reputation, both 
at home and abroad. 



THE PENNY FAMILY. 

Joseph Penny was born in Wales, Eng. The time of his 
emigration to this countiy is not known. He was a scliool- 
master, and in that capacity he was employed by the trustees 
of the Glebe prior to the Revolution.* He purchased the Wal- 
lace Patent, where he settled with his sons, William, John, 
James, Peter, Joseph, Robinson, Allen, and Isaac. His oldest 
daugliter married Daniel Everett, of Ulster county; his second 
daughter, Polly, married James, son of Robert Ross; Betsey 
married William Wilson, and Nelly died unmarried. William, 
his oldest son, was born May 29, 1759, and died December 7, 
1832; his wife, Hannah, was born June 20, ITQl, and died 
January 20, 1833. William Penny, 2d, died Jan. 31, 1849, aged 
60 years, 2 months, and 17 days; and his wife, Mercy, died Nov. 
4, 1857. aged 66 years. The descendants of Joseph Penny, 
Senr., are quite numerous in this town, in Ulster county and in 
the city of New York. 



JOHN NATHAN HUTCHINS. 

To the account already given, f in reference to the old teacher 
of the Glebe school, John Nathan Hutchins, we add the follow- 
ing obituary notice of him, taken from the New York Packet of 
July 8, 1782, viz: 

"Died— On Monday, 8th inst., in the eighty-second year of hia age, after a short ill- 
neH8, greatly lamented, that repatablo and nsefiil citizen, noted mathematician and 
astronomer, Mr. John Nathan Hutchins. He was a person of an excellent understand- 

•Ante p. 48,108, 131,244. f Ante p. 108, 244. 
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ing, facetiouB and cheerful in tnn temper, charitable to the poor, a fiuthftil hosband and 
an obliging neighbor. He live<l a pious and exemplary life; and as he lived, he died 
a sincere Christian; and has left his aged consort, who with his numerous acquaintan- 
ces, regret his loss. His remains were decently interred in Xewburgh the day following 
his death.'' 



WOLVERT ACKER, OR ECKER. 

Wolvert Acker — or Eckcr, as the name should be written,* — 

was the great-grand-son of Jan Ecker, one of the early Dutch 

settlers of Grcenburgh, Westchester county, and was born there 

Jan. 17, n32.f He purchased, in 1772, a portion of the Harrison 

Patent, and soon after removed to Newburgh, where he continued 

to reside until his death, which occurred on the 17 th Jan. 1799, 

at the age oC 67 years. J 

Mr. ECKEK was a man of generous heart and patriotic impulses. He entered warmly into 
the struggle for Independence; contributed freely his time and his money to the cause, and 
from first to last was one of the most reliable men in the Precinct. He was appointed 
chairman of the Committee of Safety for the Precinct, in 1775, and took especially under 
his cognizance tlie northern part of the town, where a strong feeling existed in favor of 
the Crown. His houfie soon became a favorite resort of the Whigs in that section of the 
countr>', and especially would they gather there on the Sabbaith to learn the progress 
of events. On such occasions, he would wait until a fair audience had assembled, and, 
after reading a chapter fh)m his old Dutch Bible, he would detail all the intelligence that 
he had received. Then the New York Packet, the Whig paper of the times, was read, 
and the affairs of the country discimsed. In this manner he continually strengthened 
the hands and hearts of the fViends of Liberty during the whole war. The tones 
he hated intensely; watched their movements with untiring zeal, and punished many 
of them for their depredations. After the war he engaged in milling, and in the manu- 
focture of brick. He established the landing on the Hudson now known as Hampton, 
and also a ferry between that place and Wapi)inger's Falls. His death was occasioned 
by a cancer on the face, from which he suffered for several years. 

Mr. Ecker was married twice. His first wife died without 

issue; his ^cond was Sarah, daughter of William Pugsley, of 

Westchester county, by whom lie had : 

♦ It is so written in the early records of Westchester county, and by his son, Capt. 
William Ecker. In the previous part of this work we have given the name Acker, as 
it is usually so spelled in the records of this town. The name was probably Acker, and 
the change in the orthography evidently had its origin in the fact that the accented A 
has the sound of E, in German. Wo^ert and Wolvert are both used — as in German v 
has the sound of our/. 

t Bolton, in his "Histor>' of Westchester County," has the following reference to the 
Eckcr family, and to the homestead ori^ally held by them but more recently by Wash- 
ington Irving, and known as "Sunny Side,'' viz: "Van Tassel house occupies the site of 
' Wolfert's Roost,' which was built by Wolfert Ecker, an ancient Dutch burgher of tliis 
town (Greenburgh). In 1697, we find recorded the name of Jan Ecker, first ac<*epted 
Deacon of the T>nU.'h church. Sleepy Hollow, which office ho appears to have held for 
several vears. Bv his wife, Magdalentje, he left issue Wolfert, Comelis, and others. — 
The Will of Wolfcrt Ecker bears date 1753, wherein he bec^ucaths to his * son, Stephen, 
a cow, or the worth thereof, more than the others, for his bulh-right,' and to his grand- 
son, Wolfert Elcker, son of Sybout, twenty shillings, besides other bequests." Irving, in 
his ' Wolfert's Boost,' has inmiortalized both the homestead and the name of its ancient j 

proprietor. | 

^ Inscription on monument in the burial ground at Marlborough: "In memory of 
Wolvert Ecker, who died Jan. 17, 1799, aged 67 years. ' A man of sorrows and acquain- 
ted with grief.' " 
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( 1 ) Isaac (lied unmarried. 

(2) Susan married first, Joseph Williams, and had: Wolvert 
I A., James, and Clementine; and second, Leonard Smith, and had 
j William, who was drowned, with so many others, in the sloop 
I Neptune in 1824. 

(S) Deborah married Doct. John Pinckney, of Duchess county, 
■ a branch of the South Carolina stock of that name, and had: 

Isaac, Caroline, Harriet, Edward, Julia, Theodore, and Deborah. 

(4) William married Sarah Badger, of Poughkeepsie, and had: 
ThcvKlore, Clara, Phebe, Susan, Oeorge, and Charles. He was 
a man justly esteemed for his many virtues; held several mili- 
tary commissions; served in the war of 1812, and died while a 
member of the Legislature in 1827, in his 48th year. His daugh- 
ters, Susan and Phebe, married a Mr. Mead, of St. Louis — Susan 
being his first wife, and Phebe his second. His sons, Theodore 
and Charles, now reside in California. 

(5) Phebe married Hon. John P. Jones, of Sullivan county, and 
had: Samuel, William, Perthenia, Mary, Henrietta, and Phebe. 

(6) Sarah married James Lock wood, of Norwalk, Conn., and 
had: Catharine F., Harriet C, William E., Emma C, Helen M. 
(married Alex. Bell), Morris W., and John E. 

Mrs. Susan Ecker (his widow) married second, Geo. Merritt. 



THE I.VNIS FAMILY. 

James Innis was brought to this country from Ireland, wliile 
an infant, about the year 1737. His mother and her sisters settled 
in Little Britain, where he received an education in the ordinary 
English branches, from George and James Clinton. He married 
Sybil Ross, of Morristown, N. J., and settled in Newburgh in 
1780. His children were: 1. James; 2. Jane; 3. Keziah; 4. 
Lydia; 5. Peter; 6. Benjamin; 7. Elsie; 8. Sarah; 9. William; 10. 
Aaron. James (1) died unmarried. He was a soldier in the 
army of the Revolution, and was in the battle of Monmouth. 
Jane (2) married William Irwin and removed to Ohio. Keziah 
(3) married James Owen. Lydia (4) married Moses Hanmore. 
Peter (5) died unmarried. Benjamin (6) married Margaret Den- 
ton. Elsie (7) njarried Thomas Aldrich. Sarah (8) married 
Anthony Preslcr. Aaron (10) married Ruth, daughter of Luff 
Smith, and settled in Milton. William (9) married Elizabeth, 
daughter of James Warring,* and had: Sally, married Isaac 
Demarest; Ross, married Catharine Cook; Rebecca, married Rich- 

* Mrs. Innis was killed by being accidentally thrown from a wagon, Jan. 18, 1846. 
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ard Ward, Jr.; Wygant, unmarried, resides in Wisconsin; Wil- 
liam, Jr., married Catharine Jessup, resides in Wisconsin. 

This family was one of the first that settled on the Bradley 
Patent, and the liomestead farm is still held by William (9). 

THE WARREN FAMILY. 

The Warrens, who are supposed to be of Norman origin, were 
among the earliest emigrants of New England. Richard Warren 
was one of the pilgrims by the "May Flower," and settled in 
Plymouth. John Warren came to America in 1630, and settled 
in Watertown, Mass. Another John Warren, supposed to have 
been a brother to Richard, settled in Salem in 1630. Peter War- 
ren, wh6 was probably a son of John of Salem, settled in Salem, 
and from him Genl. Joseph Warren, the patriot of Bunker Hill, 
was a lineal descendant.* 

The earliest mention of the name in this town, that we have 
met with, is in the records of the First Presbyterian church, 
viz: under date of July 23, 1783, the marriage of "John Warren, 
of Massachusetts, and Elizabeth Belknap, of Newburgh." In 
reference to the genealogy of this branch of the family we 
have learned the following facts, viz: John Warren came to 
America in 1630, and settled in Watertown, Mass. Ilis children 
were John, Mary, Daniel, and Elizabeth, who were probably all 
born in England. Daniel married Mary Barron, Dec. 10, 1650, 
and had nine children, of whom the seventh was John, b. March 
5th, 1665, and who married Mary Brown, lie had three children, 
of whom John (b. March 15, 1684-5,) had two children, viz: 
Beulah, b. Aug 23, 1725, married John Ilobbs, of Brookfield ; and 
Josiah, b. Feb. 17, 1714-15. The latter married Ilepzibah Hobbs, 
by whom he had ten children.f 

John Warren, the youngest child of Josiah Warren, was left an ori^han during his 
infancy, and was taken by hia aunt, Beulah, wife of John HobUs, of Brookfield, where 
he resided until he arrived at the age of nineteen years, when he joined the army of the 
Revolution, and participated in its struggles until the peace in 1783. He was engaged 
in several of the most important battles of the war, and received particular c-ommenda- 
tion for his bravery at Bunker Hill and at Monmouth, and was subsequently raised to 
i the rank of Captain. He came with the Massachusetts line to the encampment at New 

Windsor. Here he became acquainted with Miss Belknap, a lady remarkable for her 
intelligence and personal attraction84 to whom he was married at the date already 
given. After the disbandment of the army, he engaged in business pursuits in New- 
I j burgh; but subsequently removed to Troy, and afterwards to Saratoga Si>ring8, where 

I he died, Dec. 25, 1823— his wife surviving him until June 21 , 1837. Their children were: 



* Genealogy of Warren, by J. C. Warren, M. D. f Bond's Genealogies ol Watertown. 
t Miss Belknap was the partner of Gen. Washington, in the opening set of the ball 
given at the Temple, April, 1783, on the announcement of the exchange of the prelimi- 
I I nary articleB of peace. (Bager'a Orange County, 618.) 



1 
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i 1. John H., b. 1786, died at Montesnmi, N. Y., 1823, nuiiTied Fanny KeUogg, and 

; had one child, William L. F.; 2. Cynthia M., b. Aog. 2, 1788, married Milefl Beach, of 

Saratoga SpringH; 3. Stephen R., b. Not., 1790 ; 4. William L. F., b. Feb. 4. 1793, 

I now a prominent Uwyer at Saratoga SpiingH ; 5. Elizabeth B., b. 1795, married Doct. 

R. R. Davis, late of Syracuae ; 6. Caroline S., b. 179rt, married Bei\)amin Carpenter, of 
Newburgh. 7. Mary A., b. 1800, married Ja*. H. Darrow, of Saratoga Springs 
William L. F. Warrsn, the son of John H. Warren, came to Newburgh early in life, 

, and engaged as clerk with his uncle, Mr. Carpenter. In 1837, he became, as he still is, 

a member of the firm of B. Carpenter & Co. He has filled for several terms, and with 
marked ability, the post of President of the Board of Trustees of the village. Poh- 
sesKing great energy of character and thoroughly schooled in business transactions, 
he Yias brought to the discharge of his public duties qualifications in which he has few 

I . equalrt, and which have won fur him the confidence of the people whom he has aerved. 

He has also taken a prominent part in promoting various public and private enterprises, 
and in all positions in life he has ever acted as an upright and honorable citizen. Few 
of the elements of popularity, as that term is generslly understood, reveal themselves in 
his intercourse with others. He is a man of few words, with a certain austerity of man- 

I ncr, more apparent, however, than real , as thoae who know him well can testify. While 

he watches the public interests with the fidelity of a Flagg, he knows how to combine 
the waviter in modo with the fortUer inrt. In a word, he has 
"Courage, force, and hardinesse, 

j (lood adventure, and fiunoos manlinesse;" 

j and is one of thoae rare men to whom the community look for protection against foolish 

or oppressive legislation, which the party hack or i>olitical charlatan is often so ready to 

, sanction for a consideration. 

! Mr. Warren married Catharine, daughter of John H. Walsh. 

Another branch of tlie family is that of Miles Warren, who 
I has also been a resident of our village for many years. His grand- 

I father was James Warren, of Woodbridge, (now Bethany,) Conn., 

who married Abigail Thomas and had: Jason, Sarah, Rachel, 
I Abigail, Nathanii^l, Jemima, Edward, and Richardson.* He died 

during the Revolution, probably at Ticonderoga, where he had 
gone to take care of his son Edward, then a soldier and sick. 
His son Richardson, was killed during the Revolution, on board 
of the American frigate "Trumbull," by a cannon ball which 
passed through both thighs. His son Nathaniel, was born Jan. 
15, 1755, and married Susanna, daughter of Isaac Johnson, of 
Seymour, Conn., by whom he had six children, viz: Betsey, Char- 
les, Marshall, Isaac, Miles, Susan. Miles was born at Bethany, 
Conn., July 4, 1790. He married, first, Sally Coc (1810) by 
whom he had: George T., William S., Edward M. (died), Ed- 
ward R. M. (died), Sarah A. II. (died), and John W. Mrs. 
Sally Warren died April 13, 1855, and he married (1856) Ruth, 
daughter of James Miller, formerly of Crawford, Orange co., by 
whom he has: Anson Miles, b. May 13, 1858. 

Isaac, the fourth son of Nathaniel Warren, was born in Beth- 
any, Conn., Dec. iJ3, 1787. He married, Sept. 12, 1812, Leonora, 

* New Haven Records. 
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daughter of Israel Perkins, and had : Israel P., William E., 
Susan II., Isaac W., Harris F., Cornelia A., and George F. 

William E. Warren, the second hod of Isaac, came to Newbnrgh id the Spring of 1836. 
Uaving previously Berved an apprenticeship of three years as clerk in a manofacturing 
establishment at Waterbury, he readily obtained a sitaation with D. Crawford & C >., as 
book-keei)er and cashier, with whom he remained until the Spring of 1841. lie subse- 
quently engaged in mercantile busiuess in Newburgli and in New York, fh>m which 
he retired in 1851. He soon after received the appointment of Auditor of the N. Y. & E. 
Rail-road Co., which post he resigned in 1853, to accept that of Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Delaware. I.Ackawanna and Western R. R. Co., of which he was afterwards 
elected a Director. He resigned his connection with this company in the Spring of 
1858; and in 1859, he received the appointment of Deputy Comptroller of the city of 
New York, which station he now (1861) fills. 

Mr. Warren has been the architect of his own fortune, and is indebted almost entirely 
to his natural force of character for his elevation from obscurity to the position which 
he now occupies in the respect of the community. The ruling traits in his character, 
as exhibited in his oflBcial career, are great activity of mind, a thoroughly cultivated 
Judgment, cautiousness, and strict integrity— qualities which fit him in an eminent 
degree for stations of financial responsibility. To his worth as a private citizen, all can 
bear honorable testimony, who are acquainted with the encouragement which he 
has extended to private and public enterprises in the town of his adoption, as well as to 
its social, religious and literary elevation. It is to men of his stamp that our country is 
indebted for its rail-roads, its churches and schools, and for the development of all the 
agencies that have contributed to its prosperity. 

Mr. Warren married, March 25, 1840, Lydia Riggs, daughter of Charles and Amelia 
Birdsall, and has one daughter, Mary Cushman Warren. 



THE REEVE FAMILY. 

From "Griffin's Journal" * we learn that "the first of the family 
of the name of Reeve came to America from Wales, not far from 
1660, and settled at Mattituck, L. I. Tradition says there were 
two brothers; their names Thomas and James. James, the pro- 
genitor of the Xewburgh family, died at Mattituck in 1739, aged 
60 years. His children were: 1. James; 2. Selah; 3. Isaac; 4. 
Nathaniel; 5. Ebenezer." Selah (2) settled on a farm near 
the old homestead. When the British obtained possession of 
Long Island they endeavored to enlist the inhabitants in favor 
of tJie King by offering them the oath of allegiance, accompanied 
with the assurance that if they w^ould accept it they should not 
only be exempt from molestation, but supplies for the troops 
would be purchased from them and paid for in gold. If the 
oath was rejected, however, the troops would seize whatever 
they might require. To secure ease and peace, many of the I 

settlers embraced the terms offered; but there were those who 
esteemed the cause in which they were engaged too sacred to be i 

bartered away thus lightly, and who refused the proffered terms. I i 

Selah Reeve was among the latter class. The British officers \ 

* Griffin's Journal. Firrt SetUera of Mattituck, L. I., &c., by Aagustaa Griffin. | 
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gave liim three weeks to reconsider his determination, and in- 
timated that if, at the expiration of that time, he still refused 
the oath, they would take possession of his property. Du- 
ring the interval granted, Mr. Reeve gathered together a small 
sum of money, obtained a fishing-scow, placed on board some 
provisions and clothing, and informed his family that they must 
be in readiness to leave their home the moment that the officers 
made their appearance. 

Prompt to their appointment, the officers returned at the 
expiration of the time which they had fixed; but Mr. Reeve 
discovered their approach in time to make his escape. The 
sound of the dinner-horn was the signal of alarm agreed upon, and 
his men instantly repaired on board the scow, while he hastened 
the departure of his family. Entering the door of his dwelling, 
he found his wife busily preparing the noon-tide meal, and his 
boy, Selah, then an infant, asleep in the cradle. He grasped the 
child and placed him under his arm, very much as he would have 
handled a bag of flour, simply said to his wife, "Come," and 
strode out of the back door. The infant soon made the air ring 
with his cries at this unceremonious handling, and its mother 
remonstrated; he gave little heed to either, but at last, after re- 
peated solicitations from the latter, he handed her the child with 
the remark, *'There, carry him yourself," and then hastened on. 
The vessel was reached and cast ofl^ from the shore, just as 
the officers were emerging from the back door of the house. 
Waving his hand to his baffled pursuers. Reeve steered for 
the Connecticut shore, where he landed, and subsequently 
purchased an inland farm in that State. After the war, he 
bought (1784) a farm situated about three miles north of the 
village of Newburgh, to which he soon after removed his family. 
He died Feb. 21, 1796, in his 55th year; his wife died January 
21, 1829, aged 84 years. His sons were: 1. Selah; 2. James; 
3. Joseph. We notice them briefly in their order, viz: 
Selah Reeve (1), whose unceremonioas removal fh>m his infont cradle on Long 

Island we 
have men- 
tioncd, 
engaged 
in the 
milling 
'bosinesB 

at Huntinfr-(>rove (now BuKkirk's mills), on the Otterkill, in the town of New Wind- 
sor, about the year 1798 or *99. After a few years, he returned to Newbargh and 
commenced the manufiicture of brown earthen ware--* new bnsineaa at that time, and 
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an article of manafcctnre in great demand. Mr. Boriing afterwards became his partner 
in this bosinew. and in connection with it tbej opened a crockery, glaa?, and earthen- 
ware store. He next entered into the mercantile And forwarding biwineiw, in company 
with William H. Fall», and sabseqnentl j with hin son , Christopher Reeve. He died April i 

11, 1^7- The Xnebmrgk TWrgrtijB* of April 13,1837, contains the following notice, in 
connection with the announcement of hb death. Tiz: 

"Mr. Reere was one of the oldest merchants and earliest citizens of Xewbur^h. He 
added to a strong mind and good judgment, those habits of indostry and perneYerance 
which render bosineas men so a^ienil in commonities dependent, as this has been, upon 
enterprise for their advanc«ment. He knew onr Tillage in ita infiincy, and has witness* 
ed and greatly contribated to its growth and prosperity. In sustaming churches and 
schools, the organization of banks, the construction of roads, and other enterprises, be 
devoted a large share of his time and capital. No man had a higher reputation for 
integrity, and he died eivjoying the full confidence of the community in which he lived.** 

Mr. Reeve married Elizabeth, daughter of Christopher and Julia (Tusten*) Van Duzer, 
of Xewborgh. in 1795. and had: 1. Millicent. d. in infiincy; 2. Christopher; 3. Charles 
F. V. : 4. Julia Ann; 5. George: 6. Eliza: 7. Jane; 8. Xathan; 9. Harriet M.; 10. Mary E., d. 
in infancy; 11. Selah. Christopher (2) married Maria Hasbrouck. He was engaged in | 

the mercantile and forwarding business in Xewburgh for several j^ears^and is now in the 
luml)er trade at Detroit Charies F. V. (3). married Adaline Amos, of New York; and 
after her death, Julia Ann Ferguson. He was an importing merchant in Charleston, S. 
C. for several yean; subsequently engaged in business with bin brother Christopher, in ! 

Newburgfa, and more recently in milling and farming at Shawangunk, Ulster county. | 

He now resides in Newburgh. Julia Ann (4) married Daniel S. TothilL George (5) 
married Caroline Ingersoll. He continued the mercantile business, at the old stand of 
his fiither. until his death in 18o3 or '54. Eliza (G) married Hon. John W. Brown. 
Jane (7) married Alexander C. MuUiner. Nathan (8) married Maiy, dAoghter of Selah 
Reeve Hobbie. of Washington. He studied law with Hon. John W. Brown; practiced | 

his profesMon in Newburgh for several >*earB; in now in the lumber trade at Detroit. i 

Harriet M. (9) , married the Rev. Wm. McLaren; resides at Fall River, Mass. Selah ( 10) ' 

married Lilly Snow, of Providence, R. I. ; is now engaged in the lumber trade at Chicago. 

Jambs Rbeve (2) was a mariner from his youth. He was taken prisoner by the 
British, during the war of 1812, when within two days sail of New York, and was | 

carried to England and confined in Dartmoor prison. He shared in the scenes enacted I 

there on the 4th of July. 1813, and April 6th. 1814, as well as in all the horrors of that I 

most horrible place. He escaped without injury from the massacre of April 6th, and 
on the final release of the prisoners, he returned to his native village. Not long after, 
however, he was seriously iivjured by the bursting of a lime-kiln, and died in the course 
of a year. He was never married. 

Joseph Reeve (3) engaged in the manufacture of whalebone whips, of which he was 
the patentee. "No small manufiicture," remarks Mr. Eager, "ever had greater success 
than Mr. Reeve in this. His whips were in the hand of every person in town and country 
who rode a horw or drove a carriage." He also conducted the gold and silversmith 
business with considerable success. "During the war of 1812," continues Mr. Eager, 
"when the militia of this section of country were called out to defend the city and har- 
bor of New York, Joseph Reeve accompanied them, and discharged the duties of Adju- 
tant. Having nothing to do, beyond the usual routine of camp duty, the officers did not | 
confine themselves very strictly to quarters. One night a number of them attended the 
Park Theatre. The boxes were crowded, and they were compelled to enter the pit. 
The orchestra played some airs which were new to the Newburgh boys, and which they 
thought were foolish and unmeaning, and they called for something that they could un- 
derstand and appreciate. The call not being responded to. Reeve, at the instigation of i 
his friends, rose upon his seat, and to the surprise of all present began to sing— ) 
"Let Britain sing, God save the King, 
And play it on the fiddle." 

* Julia Van Duzer was formerly Julia Tusten, a sister of Col. Benjamin Tusten who 
was killed in the battle of Minisink. 
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The orchestra ceased their Imbors, and the houee in a moment was qoiet Reeve poured 
oat the song m ftill, rich Tolame of tone, and when he ended the hoose rang with loud 
encore. Reeve responded to the call and repeated the song, and was again greeted with 
rapturoos applause." He died in September, 1828, after an illness of several months, 
from an ii^ury on the head caused by blows inflicted by two rufSans in the street. His 
wife was Eunice Sayer, by whom be had: 1. C^les, married Katura Wilson; 2. Deca- 
tur, married Frances A. Horton; 3. Anthony D., married a Miss Veltman; 4. Caroline, 
married Doct. J. D. Sloan; 5. John, died unmarried. 

— ^The descendants of Selah Reeve can point with just pride 
to their family record as embracing, in its several generations, 
men wlio have taken an active and prominent part in local enter- 
prise, as well as men of strict integrity and public worth. 




PHINEAS BOWMAN. 

Among the lawyers who first es- 
tablished themselves in Newburgh, 
was Phineas Bowman. He had ser- 
ved in the army of the Revolution, 
and had attained the rank of Colonel. 
He came to the encampment at New 
Windsor with the army, and either 
^ remained upon its disbandment, as 
was the case with several of his 
contemporaries in the service, or re- 
turned here not long after that event. 
He was a man of high legal attain- 
ments; was admitted to practice in the courts of Ulster county in 
1790; rose rapidly in his profession, and rendered his constituents 
valuable service, as a member of the Legislature of 1798, by se- 
curing the passage of the law which gave the county of Orange 
its present bounds. During the last few years of his life, however, 
he lost character and fortune by habits of intemperance; and his 
memory is now preserved only through the medium of anecdotes, 
and traditional stories of occurrences in which he was a party. 

It is related of him, that in the early part of the war, when 
discipline was quite lax, he happened to offend, by some famil- 
iarity, the commanding oflScer of his regiment. The matter 
was promptly investigated by a court martial, and he was 
sentenced to ask the pardon of the offended officer in the pres- 
ence of the troops at the next general parade. On the morning 
appointed for the ceremony, he dressed himself and his horse in 
new and glittering trappings of his rank, and riding in front of 
the line, passed to the staff of the officer of the day, where he 
was to meet the complainant. Arriving there, he removed his 
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liat very gracefully and ^avely addressed his offended superior 
as follows: "Sir, in obedience to the sentence of a court martial 
passed upon ine, I do hereby ask your pardon; and will simply 
add, that had the court so ordered, I would, with equal readiness, 
have asked pardon of your horse." Then, replacing his hat, he 
rode leisurely back to his post. The insulted officer was, at first, 
very indignant at the manner and matter of Bowman's apology; 
but the latter was a favorite with the line, as well as witli his 
brother officers, and another court martial was not deemed advi- 
sable in the case. The story was current in the camp for a long 
time, and is well authenticated. 

At the time Bowman entered the legal profession, and long 
afterwards, practical jokes were liberally indulged in by both the 
bench and the bar, and in these affairs he was a leading spirit. 
On one occasion. Judge Morgan Lewis, who had been holding a 
circuit court at Goshen, found it necessary, in order to meet his 
appointment at Poughkeepsie, to make the journey from Goshen 
on horseback on the Sabbath. Traveling on the "first day of 
the week" was, by statute, punishable with detention or fine. 
Bowman accompanied the Judge on his trip, but when they 
arrived near Newburgh he rode on in advance of his companion, 
and stopped at 'Squire Niven's just long enough to pay his own ' ' 

fine and to enter a complaint against the Judge for violating the ' 

Sabbath, and then went on his way. As soon as the Judge came 
along, Niven arrested him, and compelled him cither to submit to 
detention or pay his fine. In vain he pleaded the necessity which 
compelled him to violate the statute; Niven was inexorable; so 
he paid his fine and resumed his journey. , 

But the Judge was very angry at the insult which had been | 

offered to his dignity, and breathed vengeance against Xiven. ' 

It soon came out, however, that Bowman was the real author of 
the mischief; and it also happened that he had an important case 
before the Judge, at the very next circuit at Goshen. The case | 

came on and was given to the jury on Saturday afternoon, and 
pending their deliberations the court temporarily adjourned. 
The mcMnbors of the bar scattered themselves in all directions, 
expecting that when the session was resumed in the evening, I 

the verdict would be rendered and the final adjournment made. i 

The Judge, however, had not forgotten his fine; and entering the 
court room in the evening, and finding no one present to question 
the proceeding, deliberately ordered an adjournment to Pough- 
keepsie. Even the jury was not aware of the fact, and after 
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waiting for some time to be called into court, retired for the 
night. Early in the morning, the Judge mounted his horse and 
started for Poughkcepsie; and several hours had elapsed after 
his departure before the jury or Bowman were aware of the 
position in wliich they were placed. No alternative was left to 
them, however. They must either overtake the Judge on his 
journey, or be compelled to appear before his honor at Pough- 
keepsie, and there render their verdict. To avoid the latter con- 
tingency they mounted horses and gave chase, led on by Bowman. 
Justice Niven, however, had been advised of their coming, and 
promptly arrested and compelled them all to pay the penalty of 
the law. In consequence of this detention they did not overtake 
the Judge until he was stepping on board the ferry-boat at New- 
burgh; but the boat remained at the wharf long enough for him 
to hear the application that their verdict jnight be received and 
themselves discharged, and to assure them that the court could 
not lawfully transact business on the Sabbath day, and that 
they were a pack of fools for the trouble they had taken. 

After the Judge had departed. Bowman learned that the verdict 
was in his favor, and being aware that, although it was usual, 
under extraordinary circumstances, to transport a jury from one 
circuit station to another, there was no law or precedent which 
justified such a step after they had retired for deliberation, he 
told the jury to enclose and seal their verdict, and he would see 
that it was received by the court; that the conduct of the Judge 
had been prompted entirely by a desire to punish him (Bowman), 
for a fancied insult arising from some pleasantry in which he had 
indulged at the Judge's expense; that if the Judge wished to 
carry on the matter, he should have the opportunity, and that they 
need give themselves no farther trouble in the premises. Bow- 
man started for Poughkcepsie early on Monday, and when he 
arrived there he dressed himself in full military costume, entered 
the court-room, and throwing the sealed packet on the Judge's 
bench, exclaimed, "There is your verdict I" then turned on his 
heel and walked out. The Judge pocketed the insult, and directed 
that the verdict should be regularly entered, well-knowing that 
in playing his joke he had gone beyond the pale of the law. 

When Jonathan Fisk came to Newburgh, Bowman was the 
only man who could make any headway against him, and numer- 
ous anecdotes arc related of their encounters. Fisk relied upon 
law and precedents, and won his cases by his clear and logical de- 
ductions from them. Bowman therefore found it necessary some- 
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times to cast botli law and precedents aside and employ other and 
less dignified means of success. On one occasion, Ben. Anderson 
)iad a suit of considerable importance, and Fisk was rapidly 
using him up. To save his case, Ben. started for Bowman, but 
found him sadly intoxicated; nevertheless he dragged him into 
court, where, while listening to Fisk's quotation of precedents, 
he became passably sober. He saw that Fisk had the case fairly; l 

but Ben. insisted that he should make an eilort to defeat him. 
Accordingly, when Fisk had concluded. Bowman tottered up to i 

him and asked him for the loan of his book and his spectacles, as 
he had unfortunately left his own at his office. Fisk complied with 
the request, though suspicious that there was evil in the wind; 
and Bowman commenced reading the quotations already cited, j 

but changed the punctuation and accent materially. Then turn- 
ing to the jury he reminded them that the true construction of pre- I 
cedents depended very much on whose nose the spectacles rested 
while they were being read, and ably contended for the interpre- | 
tation which he had given. The jury were so confused that they J 
failed to agree, and Anderson was temporarily successful. 

Poor Bowman, when his self-respect became blunted, would, ' 

on his rounds of intoxication, gather his pockets and the 
bosom of his shirt full of stones, and when he could carry his 
load no farther, would sit down in the street and throw the 
stones without regard to direction or consequences. If a store 
was bombarded or windows were endangered by the missives, ; 

the occupant had only to hurry out, seize him by the legs and | 

turn him around, and the stones would then fly harmlessly down i 

the street. In a fit of intemperance he finally died, and was 
laid to rest in a nameless grave.* 

Bowman owned the property now occupied by William Roe, 
on Montgomery street. His residence, however, was taken down 
by Mr. Roe, and removed to the south-west corner of Montgomery 
and Third streets, and is now occupied in part as the parsonage ' 

of the 1st M. E. church. We believe he left one daughter, Mary, 
who married Benjamin Anderson. His wife, Mary, died March 
22, 1813, in her 68th year, universally esteemed by all who en- 
joyed her acquaintance. 

WILLIAM SEYMOUR. 

William Seymour was the son of Samuel Seymour, of Green- I 

wich, Conn., where he was born April 13, 1758. His wife was 

* Ante p. 105. The engraving given in connection with thin sketch in from a profile 
likeness taken in 1798, while Mr. Bowman was a member of the Legislature. 
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(tiiAt) Esther Sands, of Long Island, by whom ho had: 1. William, 
2. Samuel Sands, 3. Drake, and 4. Esther.* lie married, second, 
Eliza, daughter of Henry Powell, of Long IkUumI, and had: ;'». 
Margaret, who married tloseph Kernoehan, ainl G. Mary Powell, 
who married .Fames S. Aboel, uf V. S. Army, lie removed t<» 
Xewburgh about the year 1790, and commenre<l the mercantile 
business on the north-west corner t»f Water and Fourth streets, 
and soon after opened a branch store at Plattekill. He subse- 
(juently engaged in ship-building here, and constructed, first, the 
Liverpool Packet; second, the William retin, and third, the Ontario. 
These vessels were among the most successful in the Liverj)ool 
trade. The Ontario was of five hundred tons burthen, and was 
the largest ship that sailed from New York at the time of her 
construction. He was also largely interested in real estate in 
Xewburgh and its vicinity, and was active in promoting the inter- 
ests of the town. In 1805, he accidentally fell into the hold of 
the shi[) Ontario, and received injuries which rendered him unable 
to walk during the remainder of his life. This accident obliged 
him to withdraw from business. He died in 1811. 

It is due to Mr. Seymour to say, that none of the early settlers 
of the town contributed more to develoj)e its business and com- 
mercial interests, or was more highly esteemed by his fellow- 
citizens. Men of the generation which succeeded that in which 
his active years were spent, have received much of the credit due 
to him and to his contemporaries, whose enterprise laid the foun- 
dations of the prosperity which the town has since enjoyed. The 
present generation should be just to their memories. 

THK CARrENTER FAMII.V. 

The Xewburgh family of this name are tin' descendants of 
Benjamin Carpenter, who was born in England in ITSO.f Uv 
emigrated to this country at an early age, and settled on Long 
Island, from whence he removed to Latintown (then in the town 
of Xewburgh), Ulster county, where he resided until his death. 
He married (1764) Jane, daughter of the IJev. Mr. Leonard, 
of Goshen, and had six children, "of whom," says Mr. Eager,J 
**Jacob and Leonard Carpenter were two. These gentlemen, 
when young, were ship-builders, and contributed largely to pro- 



* Drake Seymour wu« accidentally Mhot while on a hiintinK exciirRion. June. 1.S24. 
William reHides in Brooklyn (1861). 

t The "Marriage Bondn-' in the office of the Secretary of SUite al AilKiiiy, re<*ord the 
i««uc of "Marriage Licenses" to seven persowi of the name of Benjauiiii CarfM»nter. 
X Eager's Orange County, 161, Ac. 
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mote the interests of Newbargh. They were afterwards the 
owners of the Newburgh feny, and were also engaged in mer- 
cantile and commercial pursuits." Leonard Carpenter married 
Bridget, daughter of Isaac Belknap, and had seven children, viz: 

I 1 Benjamin, bom Feb. 14. 1793, married Caroline S., daughter 
of John Warren, of Saratoga Springs, and had: 1. Mary F., 
who married Lewis M. Strong, of Northampton, Mass.; 2. John 
W.. died in infancy: 3. Warren, died in 1S49; 4. Alida Josepha, 
married Horati«> B. Reed. Mr. Carpenter has been engaged in 
the forwarding business in Newburgh since 1817, and has sus- 
taine^i during his whole career an unblemished reputation. Mrs. 
Carpenter died April 5, 185»>. 

',2 Elizabeth, married Wm. Thayer,* April 2, 1812, and had: 
1. William L.: 2. John S.. married Catharine, daughter of Jirah 
Stearns, formerly of Pittsfield, Mass.; 3. Elijah C, married Mary 
J., daughter of Hamilton Morrison, of Montgomery; 4. George 
A.; 5. Charles F., married Anna F., daughter of Lewis Miller, of 
New Windsor; 6 Anna B.. married Henry W. Dolson; 7. Caro- 
line M.. and 8. Elizabeth C. 

(3) Isaac R.. unmarried, resides in Newburgh. 

(4) Jane Belknap, unmarried, resides in Newburgh. 

I (5) Alexander L.. married Elizabeth Lawrence, of Fishkill. He 

I died at his residence in Ohio, Oct. 1, 1848, leaving Sarah L.. 

t Isaac L., and Lawrence F. 

(6) Sarah Lydia Steams, unmarried, resides in Newburgh. 

(7) Cynthia Warren, married Francis Crawford, of Newburgh, 
i now resides at Detroit. Mich. 

THE DEGROVE FAMILY. 

Peter Adolph DeGn)ve, the founder of the American family 
of this name, was one of the FixMich (Huguenot) settlers of New 
York, whore lie conducted mercantile business. He had three 
children, viz: 1. Adolph, who removed to the Island of Jamaica, 
where he died leaving issue Peter, who returned to America and 

settled in Boston; 2. Peter, who married Rebecca , and 

had Peter, who died unmarried, Adolph, who settled in New- 
burgh, Rachel, who married Capt. John Anderson, and who has 
no surviving descendants, and Rebecca, who married an Albert- 
son and has descendants in the Stryker, Lawrence, and Crolius 

♦ Wiiliim Tha3'er wa-s boni in Brooklyn, Windham county, Conn., Sept 21, 1784. He 
fiettled in Xrfwburffii about the commencement of the preneut century, and, in company 
with hi.s brother. John Thayer, was engaged in an extensive and snccessful business for 
scverjl years. He died April 9, 1S55. 
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tainilicR of New York; l\. \oA\o, who married (farr#»t Schuyler, a 
merchant of Xew York. 

Adolph, the son of Peter DeGrove (2), was one of the refugees 
from New York, at the time of the occupation of that city by the 
Knj?li8h forces. He settled in Newbnrpfh in 1777 or '78. and 





j^ 




rstablished a hotel (p. D7, 1>8), and a bakerj'. which he conducte^l 
for many years. He took an active part in the organization (»f 
the first Presbyterian church, in this town, of which he was a 
member. He <lied Nov. 29, 1796, in his 76th year. 
Mr. DeGrove married first, a Miss Lawrence, and had: 

(1) Adolph, Jr., who was an Assistant Quarter-master at New- 
burgh (1780), and had charge of the stores which were accumu- 
hited herefrom time to time for the use of the army. He married 

(1780) 

(^oles, 
of Queens 
county, and had: 
1. Robert C , mar- 
rie<l a Miss Smith and left one son, who died without issue; 2. 
Adolph L., married (Catharine Gallow, of Newburgh. and had 
eight children, viz: Edward \V.. now resides in New York, has 
two sons; Ste])lien C, die<l unmarried; Charles H., now deceased, 
has one child living; Adolph L., unmarried; Eliza, married Doct. 
Wooster Beach; Catharine, married Noah Tompkins; Rebecca 
Jane, married William Clark; and Sarah, innnarried; 3. John; 
4. Coles; T). Samuel (all of whom died unmarried); and G. Sarah, 
who married John Mitchell, of L. I., and left no surviving issue. 

(2) William, who left issue two sons, Michael and Quinsey, and 

one daughter, Sarah. — 

^l^^yi ^^5f ^ ^ Quinsey died without 

^^ / chael is still living, and 

// has several children. Sarah married a 

1/ Mr. Sobietes; is still living. 

(3) John, who ]>robably married and left issue. 

(4) Sarah, who married 1st. a Mr. Rivers, by whom she had 
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Sarah (who married a Mr. Ilartwich); and 2d, Enoch Carter. 

(5) Mary, who married a Capt. Smith, and left issue Benjamin 
and Rebecca. 

— The second w^fe of Mr. DeGrovc was Mary, sister of Enoch 
Carter, by whom he had no issue. 




This gentleman, whose family was of English origin, emigra- 
ted from the vicinity of Belfast, Ireland, in the year 1764. He 
settled at Philadelphia, Pa., where he was employed in the ofiSce 
of a Mr. Buchannan, a shipping merchant, but subsequently re- 
moved to New York, where he commenced business, and where 
he married (1775) Catharine, daughter of Mrs. Jane Armstrong. 
In 1789, lie came to New Windsor, where he purchased (1790) 
from Cov. George Clinton a tract of land on the south side of 
Quassaick creek, comprising tlie property now owned and occu- 
pied by Thos. W. Chrystie, Phillip Verplanck, and Charles S. 
McKnight, Esqs., as well as the farm on which his son, the late 
John II. Walsh, resided from 1809 until his death in 1853.* Mr. 
Walsh's intention, at the time of making this purchase, was to 
engage in business in the village of New Windsor, which was 
then a commercial centre of considerable importance; but finding 
that the proprietors of the land and water fronts there were not 
only unwilling to sell, but were opposed to the introduction of | 

any enterprises which might come in competion with their own, 
he abandoned the.]>roject. In 1791, he removed to Newburgh, ; 

and purchased the property on the north-east corner of Water 
and Third streets, including the lands under water, and imme- 
diately built a dock and store-house (the former now occupied in i 
part by Mr. Mailler), and commenced the mercantile and freight- 
ing business (the latter from Newburgh to New York and 
Albany) which he continued for several years. 

Mr. Walsh also engaged in several other business enterprises. 
In 1792, in company with James Craig.f he erected the paper 

* The price paid hy Mr. Walsh for the property referred to waa £1500, N.Y. currency . 
t The father of the late Hon. Hector Craig, of Craigville.—J?ag:er't Orange Co., 546. 
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I mill, aftcrwardn f(»r many years owned by his son, John H. 

I Walsh, and now by his grand-son, J. DeWitt Walsh. This 

I mill was among the first of the kind in the state, and has alw^ays 

maintained a very high reputation. About 1704, he erected a 

I large dwelling on Water street (afterwards the famous ''Mansion 

House"), where he resided until 1808, when he removed to a more 
retired residence which he had built on the cormjr of Western 
Avenue and Liberty street. Here, surrounded by his family, and 
dispensing his hospitalities to his neighbors and friends, and i 

es|)ccially to the clergy, among whom his house was well known 
as the ''clergyman's home," he spent the evening of his life. He 
died in 1817, in the 72d year of his age. I 

Mr. Walsh was one of the most active citizens of Xewburgh in 
every thing relating to its improvement, and more cs}>ccially in 
advancing its educational and religious interests. This fact, 
however, is so amply shown in other parts of this work that it is 
not necessary to do more than refer to it here.* His family con- 
sisted of eight children, viz: 1. Jane; 2. Mary Ann; 3. Eliza, 
married Solomon Sleight (afterwards Judge of Common Pleas), 
and left no surviving issue; 4. Catharine, married David Andrews 
of New York; 5. Charlotte, married the Rev. Jas. M. Matthews, 
first Chancellor of the University of New York; 6. James, mar- 
ried Elizabeth, daughter of Alex. Robertson, settled in New 
York and engaged in mercantile business. He died suddenl}', 
while on a visit to Richmond, Va., leaving five children, some of 
whom now reside in Now York. 7. Samuel Armstrong, who was 
a physician and for many years the surgeon of the West Point 
Military Academy. He married Hester G., daughter of Pascal 
N. Smith, of New York, and died without issue in 1829. 8. John 
H., late of New Windsor, whose character as a man of business, 
an upright citizen, and a conscientious christian, was widely 
known. He married Elizabeth, daughter of John DeWitt, for- 
merly of Duchess county, and left issue seven children, some of 
whom are settled in this town and vicinity. He died in 1853; 
his widow still survives. 



THE CARTER FAMILY. 

Enoch Carter, from whom the family in Newburgh of that name 

descended, was a native of Philadelphia — a Quaker in creed, 

raising his children in that faith, and of English ancestry. He 

had one brother, Joseph Carter, who was an officer in the English 

* Ante p. 216, 247, Ac. 
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was broken up under the panic caused by the yeilow fever. He 
then came to Xewburgli, where, with the assistance of his aunt, 
Mrs. DeGrovo, he opened a store for the manufacture and sale of 
tobacco, and he continued in that business until his death. lie 
was thrice* married — 1st. To Eh'zabeth. daup^htorof John Ander- 
son, whrwlied (1799) in her Hth year without issue;* id. To 
Bridget, daughter of Benj. Snnth, who died (1803) leaving one 
child, Elizabeth, who married Ward M. (iazlay; 3d. To Jane 
Liuderman,t who died Nov. 1830, and who left issue: 1. Enoch; 
2. Margaret, who married Levi D. Woolsey; 3. Catharine, who 
married Henry Kyer, and 4. Charles. Mr. Carter died May 30, 
1820, in his 48th year. He was highly esteemed by the commu- 
nity, and "in all his relations he sustained an upright and worthy 
character.'* 

Esocn Carter, the son of Jonathan 
Carter, has been for seTeral years promi- 
nently identified with the political and 
social history of Newbnrgh, and has an 
extended local repntation. His character 
iM two-fold— the outward, springing from 
impulse and marred by the impress of 
a.««Kociations by sen and knd into which 
many are led who are early deprivwl of 
the restraining influencen of a fiith»»r; 
and the internal, actuati'd by kindly 
sympathies and a sound judgment. Of 
the first it is not necessary to speak, as 
it Is that in which he is mont frequently 
met; but in the latter, he has given ho 
many evidences of a btn)ng, quick and 
original mind, develoi>ed by habits of 
thought and observation, that we fhall 
l)e [mrdoned. by those who know him 
well, for referring to it briefly. 
Perhaiw none of the active men of the present generation have evinced a deeper inter- 
e-^ in the pnwpcrity of the t^)wn than Mr. Carter, and certainly none have been more 
peir-Kacrifli!ing in advancing measures designed to give to it character abroad. He was 
the originator of the plan for separating the town from the county in the support of the 
poor; and m«»re recently he has been one of the most devoted advocates for the erection 
of a new county. To local improvements of every kind he has been a liberal contribu- 
tor; while to his antiquarian tastes and to his reverence for the memt>ry of the founders 
of the Nation, the public are mainly indebted for the valuable collection of manuscripts 
and other relics which arc deposited in Washington's Head Quarters, as well as for the 
care with which that venerable mansion has Ijeen preserved. He wns also one of the 
founders of the Mechanics' Library Association, and he tuis manifested a deep interest in 
the success of our system of free schools. Indeed, the predominant trait in his disjKv. 




♦ Mrs. Carter died of yellow fever — the first and, we are informed, the only case of 
that disease in this town. 

t The Lindermans are of German ancestry. They were among the early settlers of 
the town of Crawfoni, and the family is still numerous in this county and in Ulster. 
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«itiuii iH to be practically iiMcful; tn liv iitstiuuieiital iti courcrriug {K'nuancnt Itenetit^ 
upon the conimnnity, and especially to siiiround the young with iuccntircs to lead worthy 
lircH and with advautagefl and afwociations of which hiti own experience ha» taught him 
the necessity. Of him the indignant ajiontrophe of the Gennan poet— 

"Rut thou ! what hast thou done with all the powers 

Tliat lavish nature wasted on thy soul? 
\>niat object hadst thou in thy happiest houi*s 

Of inspiration, bnt the paltry goal 
Thwlff >Vhat hast thou brought to pass for Tnith. 

For Man's Improvement,— Country,— Liberty ?" 

—will never Ik* written. We do not sfieak of the future of any man; and in the few 
references which we have made in the pages of this work to the living, we have <mly 
given to them the character which tlicy have thus far presente<l. We may be nn'staken 
in our estimate of many men, and esiH'cially in that of Mr. Carter; but our belief is, that 
his final record will be one that will erase the asperities whioli his failings naturally 
engender, and divest the diamond of its rude setting. 




.lUSKI'H HOKFMA.V. 

.rose[)li lloflniaii was born in New Yoi-k about 
1773. Altliouf::h very little is positively known in 
Irefercnoc to the subject, it is believed that he was 
,a descendant of one of the early Dutch* burghers 
y of that city; while it is a well ascertained fact that 
his mother was a sister to the renowned General 
Wolfe, lie came to Newburgh in 1793, in the employ of Mr. 
A(l(»lph DeCrrove; but soon after, in company with his brother, 
John Hoffman, he purchased Mr. DeGrove's bakery. He contin- 
ued with his brother until 1804, when he erected a building on 
the corner of Water and Second stre(»ts, and commenced business 
on his own account, f and he remained th(M-e until his death, 
\ov. 16th, 1852, at the age of 79 years. 

Mr. Hoffman was eminently a just man. He was educated 
in the Lutheran faith, and was attached to that church until he 
became a resident of Newburgh. As there was no organization 
of that denomination here, however, he united with St. George's 
church' at the time of its re-organization (1805), and held an 
active and inHuential membership in that body during the re- 
mainder of his life. He was a quiet, unassuming man, an upright 
citizen and a sincere christian. Indeed, he appeared to have been 

"Formed on the good old plan. 
A tnie, and brave, and downright honest man ! 
He blew no trumpet in the market-place. 
Xor in the church, with hyi)ocritic face. 
Supplied with cant the lack of christian griu-e: 
lioathing pretence, he did with cheerful will. 
What others talketl of. while their hands were still." 

* Tlic HofTmans were of Swedisli origin. In the time of (lustavus Adolphus, they 
i-emoved to Gennany and became distinguished in Dutch and German literature. Iii 
Sttandanavian, the name is Hoppmau — in German, Hoffman, or "Child of Ho|>e." — Uot- 
gate. 

t Ante p. !>H. 117. John Hoffman removed to the Pr«)vince of New Bmnswick. 
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Mr. Hufi'iiiuii WU8 a lueiiibcr of tlio Board of Trustees for 
several terms, and was also one of the Tru8ttH.»s of the Ulcbe. 
In these and in several less important public trusts, he was 
remarkable for the faithful manner in which he discharged his 
duties. He was a man of giMnl common sense, had a thorough 
appreciation of right, and above all he possessed a disposition 
that was not easily ruffled. These traits in his character ex- 
hibited themselves in his cvvry act, and won for him the respect 
of all. In his personal appearance and in his habits, especially 
during the latter part t)f his life, he was a good specimen of the 
ancient Knickerbockers from whence he sprung, and had his 
dress been less modern the resemblance would have been com- 
|>lete. 

Mr. Hoffman married Maria, daughter of Abraham W. Van 
Deusen, of New York, and had: 1. Eliza Ann, who married 
Robert Reeve and had Fanny M., Catharine, Adaline II., Hen- 
rietta H., Hoflnian, and Robert. 2. Mary, who married Paddock 
Chapman* and had >[ary K., who married William H. Gerard; 
Joseph H. H.. who married Lydia W. Sanxay; Catharine M.; 
Susan A., who married a Mr. Phelps; Deborah A.; Isaac C, wliu 
married Letitia Kennedy; Th<mias P., who married Lydia Crist; 
Charles F.; Caroline J.; William (J., and Louisa. 8. Catharine, 
who married William Scott, f and has Maria, Cornelia, Sarah E., 
and Anna. 4. Abraham Van Deusen, who died in his 14th year. 
5. Susan, who died young. 0. Harriet Amelia, who married 
John 1). Phillips, and has Maria H., Joseph W., John D., Ade- 
laide, Clark, and Edmund. 7. Adaline, who married David 
Howell — died without issue. 8. Cornelia Ellen, who married 
Edmund S. Sanxay,J and left issue Frederick D., Charles D., and 
(ieorge W. \K Cecelia Amanda, who married Nelson Ilaight. 
and has Hein-y Milton, Robert W., Joseph IL, Abraham, and 
Charles E. 10. Sarah A., and 11. Jane. 

TUK (iARDINER FAMILY. 

James (rairdner, the paternal ancestor of this family, was a 
native of (ilascow, Scotland. His wife was a Miss M'Nair; 
and their children were: 1. Robert; 2. James; 3. Margaret; 4. 
Cecelia — of whom 

KoBKKT (iAKDiNKR (1) WBM lM>rn Muy Ul, 17()!>. IIc criiiignitiMl t<i Aincrica in I'KOur 

* Mr. Chapman w a native of Putnam county. 

t William Scott marricNl, flntt, Sarah, danghtcr of John S{»ier, who left itsnuQ FranciH 
S<ott. 

X Kdmund S. Sanxay married, firvt.fjliza, <kiughter of Mark Mclntyre. who left i<<mc 
Edmund S. Sanxay. 
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*90, and settled temj)oi-arily in DucheHS county, but soon after removed to Newburgh, 
where he was first employed as a clerk in the store of Mr. llugli Walsh, and afterwards 
with John Anderson and John McAuley. To conform hw family name to the American 
idiom, he transposed the letter I, placing it after the letter d, rendering it Ganliner. 
He relin»iuiMhod the occui>ation of clerk in 179i>, and opened, on tlie south-wert comer 
of Water and Fourth streets, wliat was then termed a "Coffee Houne" — the fir t (>>tab- 
lirthment of the kind in Newburgh — and was first to introduce tlie drinking of Ale Ijeer. 
His house soon became a favorite resort; and his pewter pint mugs, with their engraved 
wreath enclosing the initials, ''R. G.," arc still a pleasant memor>' to many of our older 
citizens. In 1^02, he l»ecame a citizen, and from that time until 1812, was variously 
engaged as a school-master, c;iptain of a sloo)), painter, and merchant; and finally estab- 
lished, in connection with his ('offee-House, an extensive grocery, confectionery, and 
toy store. In l^Vl, he was ordered, with the company of infantry of which he wtis Ist 
Lieutenant, to Staten Island, where he remained about three months. S<X)n after hi^ 
return to Xewburgh, the reign of shin-plasters commenced, and "among the many indi- 
viduals and corimrations by whom they were issued,'' remarks Mr. Eager, "none had 
a greater cin'ulation than Iloljert Gardiner's small bills. Some idea may be formed of 
the extent of the circulation of shin-plasters at that time, when the fact Ls stated, that 
the average weekly amount taken in exchange for bank bills and his own, together with 
what he received in the course of business, amounted to no less than 12,000."* 

Mr. (Janliner marrie<l, firht (17U1), Jane, daughter of Benj. Smith, and had: 1. James 
M.. lK)ni Oct 24, 17»2; 2. Roljert S , died young; 3. Riiljert S., Iwm Oct. 29, 1795; 4. 
Cecelia IJ., bom July 11, 1799. Mrs. Jane (iardiner died in 180.'L and he married, F'cb. 
19, 1804, Sybil Burr, and liad: 5. Jefferson V. V.; 0. Arabella J.G. V. V.; 7. Cicero A.; 
H. Demosthenes C; 9. Tduella T. R.; 10. Lawrence L.; 11. Marion A.; 12. Zelima; 13. 
Kranklin M.; It. Lewis W., married Frances Emily Ferry; 1.). Baron Steulxin; 16. An- 
a'^tesia M., married Lewis H. Stansbrough. He died March 3, 1831, on a small fami. 
which he liad named Mount Airy, situate a short distance west of N'ewbtirgh. His 
wife, Sybil, died in lSo4. 

Jamks M'Xair <]aki)INEK (1), the 
oldest son of Robert and Jane Gardiner, 
i-eceiveil his early education in Xew- 
burgh. At the age of 1(5 years, he 
commenced the study of medicine under 
Doct. Gidney; and was mibscriuently a 
private pupil to Dort. Mott, of Xew 
York, ft>r eighteen months. He com- 
menced practice in 1813. and his services 
were in <ronstant requisition from that 
time until Oct. 1st, 18,'>7, when he was 
confined to his residon<-e by a chronic 
illness which tenninated his life (Dec. 
8th) the following year. In a conversa- 
tion with him a short tiuu* prior to hi«* 
death, he informed the writer that, Ijc- 
foi-e he liad 1kh»u a pupil for one year. 
so great was the demand for the ser>ice>* 
of a physician, that he was thmst for- 
ward by his instmctor into practice; and 
tliat, lK*foi-e he was 17 years of age, he had attended with success several difficult cases of 
child-birth. "May God forgive me for any errors in practice that I may have committe<l 




♦ The issue of small bills, referred t«» by Mr. Eager, was occ}i8i<med by the scarcity of 
)^}Micie which was drawn from circulation to meet the requirements of the army. *rhe 
Board of Trustees of the vilhige printed and circulated several reams of thin currency, 
ranging from 64 to 50 cent**, which wait redeemed at the Bank of Newburgh. 
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I then," Huid he, "but I done the lient for Kiifferiiiff humanity that I could. And Mnce that 

I tirae. how many of the first aceentn of the living;, and the farewells of the dying, have 

fallen upon my ear. I have Heen HufTering In all itj* forms: have had, what few phyaicianK 
I vau rlaim. two cases of triplets— one all ln>ys, and the other all ffirls — paaa throngh my 

hands into this breathing world; and. as a general nde, I may claim, — and I am tn<i 

near my grave t*) l>e awiu«ed of iKwtting,— « most succetwftd practice." 
The concurrent testimony of the community in which Doct. (ianliner practiced for 
I nearly half a centur}*. establiHlK's lieyond question his thorough acquaintance with dis- 

ciise in uil its forms: an<l the demand for hU services, at all times as great aa he (*oald 
' H'siKmd to. att4*<«ts his nkill. In his inten-ourse with stH'iety, or with his patients, he 

I was always |)leasant and agreeable: and many instances are relate<1 where the sick for- 

I gi)t their pains, and rallietl into new life, as he imparted chcerfnlnesa to the chamber of 

sufTcring by his queer stories, which few knew t)etter how to relate. In a word, he was 

I "Pithy of sjieech, and merry when he would: 

I A geViial optimist, who daily drew 

: P'rom what he saw his quaint moralities." 

He was A man of good literary taste ami cultivati^m; was familiar with most of the 
standard writers of (Ireat Britain, as well aa his own c(»untr}'; quoted with bcility firora 
Shakspcare and Scott; and was a frequent contributor to the literary associations of 
which he was a member, and to the public preas. He married, first, Maria, daughter of 
.Josiah Vail,of Wallkill.and had: 1. Robert W.; 2. Lucy Ann Cecelia, married Doct. 
Daniel Wells, of New York. .Mw. Maria (iardiner died in 1824. and he married, fiecond, 
Caroline H., daughter of David Havens, of (i^omwall, and had: 'A. Maria A., married 
Charles Smith, of Newburgh, died May 2,18.55; 4. James H.,dled young: .5. Walter S.: 
♦;. Can)line H.: 7. James H., died young: 8. Kmnia Jane, married Charles Stewart, of 
Xewburgh: o. .lames M.; 10. Henr>- C. 

THK imUWN' FAMILY. 

John Brown was u native of Monagliaii. Ireland, whore he 
conducted business as a dealer in liardware and books and sta- 
tionery. In the events preeeding the Irish Kebellion of 1798, he 
expressed his sympathies with the reforms demanded, and as 
freedom of opinion was not tolerated by the Knglieh, he soon 
found the officers of the government on his track. Knowing his 
fate if arrested, he slipped a roll of guineas in his pocket and 
secured a passage in a vessel on the eve of sailing for New York. 
His wife and family remained in Ireland, cIose<l iip his business 
there, and followed him to America in 1800. 

Mr. Brown came to Newburgh almost inmiediately after his 
arrival in this country; and, with the assistance sent (m by his 
wife, opened what he called a "Universal Store." * It was the first 
.store of the kind in Newburgh, and he enjoyed a very large trade. 
He subset]uently erected the building now occupied by his son 
.las. S. Brown; sold his books and confined his attention mainly to 

♦ The character of the business which was conducted by Mr. Brown will be better 
understood by (stating, that he keiit for sale '•Hardware, Jewelnr, Iron-mongery, Nails, 
Hollow-ware, LfM)klng-<;ias«es, Window (ilass. Paints and Oil, China, Glass, Deltt, Bria- 
Ut\ and Stone-ware, Bibles, School Books, Novels, Histories, Dr. Owen's Prophetical 
Sermon, Groceries, Wines. Brandy, Gin, and Spirit*.** 
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hardware. lie died Oct. 1, 1825, in his 67th year. The Gazette j 

of that date refers his decease as follows, viz: 

*'The death of Mr. Brown will be sensibly felt by the community, of which he was an j 

honorable and esteemed member; and the church to which he was attached Jias Kufl^red 
a loss which will be \onf^ remembered with painful emotions. PoasesHcd of amnio means i 

and a heart always oi)en to the calls of charity, ho was a father to the fathork*s>; and I 

the aflflicted never called on him in vain. His grave will be watered with the tears of 
gratitude, and his memory will be cherl*»hed with respect for his virtues, and affection I 

for his l)enevolence." 

Mr. Brown married Alice Chichester, a lady of Scotch parent- I 

age. She died Sept. 14, 1829. Their children were: 

(1) Chichester, born January 20, 1783, died Aup^ust 8, 1849, | 
married Catharine, daughter of Doct. Graham, of Shawangunk, 

and had: 1. John James, married Mary R. Van Arsdale, who died j 

March 5, 1855, leaving one son, Chichester; 2. George, married 
Jeanet, daughter of George Bruce of New York, has Bruce B. 

Chiciiksteb Brown (1) receive<l a liberal education, and entered active life as a 
teacher of Latin and Greek in the Xewburgh Academy, and subsequently stood at the I 

head of a large classical school in Albany. The profession of teaching, however, he soon 
relincinished for that of phys{<:ian, and commenced his stndies nnder Doct. Graham, of i 

Shawangunk, an eminent physician and surgeon. In 1W8 or '9, he entered practice in 
the western part of the town of Newburgh; and in 1812 or ^13, removed to the village, 
where he continued to reside until his death. 

Doct. Brown was one of the most devoted physicians that ever practiced in Newbnrgh. ' 

No liardship was too great for him to encoimter, and the voice of suffering always found 
him ready at its call. Especially was he kind and attentive to the poor. The wealthy j 

he knew could command attendance and comfort, and that the poor were too frequently ! 

l)ermitt<?d to suffer and die without a thought for their condition. This evil ho kbored j 

to correct; and in his mission of good never paused to inquire into the pecuniary circum- 
stances of his patient. He fell a martyr to this noble trait in his character — contracted 
disease '.n the humble cabin of the immigrant, and after a short illness, rested from his | 

lal)ors. If it be true, that I 

' * A 1 1 our actions take ' 

Their hues from the complexion of the heart;" , 

I 
then is his memory justly cherished. He was, in some res|)ects, what would lie called I 

eccentric; but his facehalf shrouded in greenspectades.afan, an umbrella, andacane,his 
usual costume in the street; and the silver drinking-cup which he carried in his pocket, 
lest at any time he should take more of the refreshing beverages of life than would be 
conducive to his good, arc all pleasant pictures in the history of his useful life. ! 

(2) John, married Eliza Case of Goshen. He died in 1852, ; 
without issue. | 

(3) James S., married Sarah Ilaincs; has Haimah Jane, Ann 
Eliza, Sarah, John C, Isabella, and Achsah. j 

(4) Isabella, married Robert Wilson; died in 1821. ' 

(5) Anna Jane married John Forsyth; died in 1852. j 
(0) Edward, died in 1820. I 

THE POWELL FAMILY. 

This family desct»nded from Thomas Powell of Wales, Eng., 
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■ who was one of the purchasers ami patentees of Huntington, L. 

. I., in 1664, On the 18th August, 1695, the same gentleman 

I purchased from "Mawmec, alias Serewanus, William Chepy, and 

and ye rest of ye Indian proprietors/* for and in conKi(h>ration of 
iS140, the tract of land whereon the village of Bethpage is now 
situated.* This Thomas had a son Thomas, who was probably 
the father of Henry Powell (born in 1741), the immediate ances- 
tor of the Newburgh branch of the family. 
I IfENRV Powell inherited a large portion of the eHtate acquired by hix fatlicr, and 

which he enjoyed until the British forces obtained poAHCMtion of Ijong Island , when he 
was Rubjectcd to the tyranny and iKTsecution m> mercilewly exercised at that time by 
I the minions of the English govcnimeiit. At the commencement of the struggle for Inde- 

pendence, he took an active part in the caiine of hiti country, and was floon eclected w 
' a victim for sacrifice at the royal altar. Flattery, promineM, and threat*, were sncceM- 

I sively employed to necnre his influence for the King; and when these failed, his estate 

was confiscated and his {terson incarcerated in the Jersey Prison Ship, from which he 
I was subsequently removed to the old Sugar llouxe. The sufferings endured by the 

patriots who were confined in those prisons will never be fiUIy told. Ten thonsand 
persons i)erished within tlieir walls by starvation, sickness and ill-treatment; and the 
I number of victims would have been largely increased, had not the hand of charity 8U]>- 

I plied their wants. Among those favored in the latter respect was Mr. Powell, whoi<e 

release or exchange was subsequently effected, lie returned to I»ng Island, stripfied 
of all earthly wealth except an unblemished name, and succeeded in obtaining a lease 
of part of Shelter LUand, where he resumed the pursuit of agriculture. Here he re- 
mained until 1781, when he gathered together the fhiits of his farm and started, 
accompanied by his son James, on au ordinary sail-ferry-boat, for the New York market. 
In crossing the cliannel, a sudden flaw of wind cast the vessel on her beams end, sprink- 
I ling the waves with men and horses. Mr. Powell succeeded in monnting one of bin 

I horses while in the water, and, after searching in vain for his son, turned his steed 

I towards the shore, but was arrested in his progress by a cry for help, and turning saw 

his boy clinging to the prostrate sail and rapidly floating out to sea with the wreck: 
and in the effort to rescue his offspring, he perished with him. 

j Henry Powell married (1762) Mary Keen, a lady of Irish ex- 

i traction, and had: 1. Freelove, who married Jacob Parish and 

I had Henry, Mary, James, Nancy, Daniel, Thomas, Benjamin, 

I Elizabeth, and Martha; 2. Jacob, died unmarried; 3. Thomas; 

I 4. James, drowned; 5. Martha, who married Benj. Townsend and 

I had Betsey, Mar3', Jacob, Nancy, and Benjamin; 6. Eliza, who 

married William Seymour. 

Jacob (2) and Thomas (4) Powell, the former 16 years of age and the latter 12, at 
; the time of the death of their father, were alone capable of making any exertions for 

the support of their widowed mother and her children, and nobly did they struggle for 
! the accomplishment of this duty. With that energy which ever after distinguished their 

career, they grappled manfully with adversity, and triumphed. Jacob was placed at 
I the head of his father's farm, and, assisted by Thomas, and supp(trted by the counsels 

of a good mother, he succeeded in obtaining a comfortable support for the family until 
i ---..- _ -_ 

* (iov. Andros issued a patent to Thomas Powell, and others, purcliasers of Hunting- 
ton, in 1CC4. In 1685, Gov. Dongan issued another patent for part of the same lands, 
in which Thomas Powell, Jr., is named. In 1695, Thomas Powell, Jr., removed to muX 
was one of the purchasers of Bethpage.~77boinpMm't L. /., i. 467, 460, 50ti. 
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the expiration of the leaHe. A new home and a new theatre of operatious now became 
net'esHary. In 1788, in company with their motlier, they removed to the county of 
Orange, and settled near Washingtonvilie, where their industry led to some increase of 
property. In 1791, they removed to Marlborough. Ulster county, where they opened a 
small store, and erected lime kihis, and were again successfully employed. In the spring 
of 1798, they removed to New York, and engaged in mercantile business, but, being 
driven away by yellow fever, the succeeding summer, took up their residence in Xew- 
iHirgh at the suggestion of their brothei^in-law, Mr. Seymour. Here they engaged in 
the mercantile and fomv-arding trade, and acquired the reputation which has so intimoto- 
ly assoi'iated theur names with the history of our village. 

Jacob Powell died in 1823, fh>m a cancer on the fac«. "In relation to this individual," 
Miys Mr. Eager, "wc have the unbroken voice of all who knew him, to justify us in say- 
ing, that he was not only sagaciotis and truly philanthropic in the operations of hU 
mind, but upright in his commercial transactions.*' He die<l unmarried, in his hSth year, 
and his brother, Thomas, succeeile<l to hix estate. 

Thomas Powell retired from business soon after the death of his brother; but again 
reentered active life in 1833-'34, and from that time until his death (May 12, 1856), he 
(contributed krgely,— by the enteriirbtes in which he engaged, and those whkh he fos- 
tered and encouraged, — to the prosperity of the vilbige.* His worth as a citizen has been , 
I>erhaps, over-rated by many, while others may have refused to award the tribute which 
is justly due to liis memory'. We think all will concede, however, that whatever may 
Ite the motive which prompts any man t«) employ his wealth in the risks of business in 
any community, he confers a greater degree of benefit upon that community than he who 
invests his capital upon bonded security. This rule is almost without an exception ; and . 
applying it to Mr. Powell's career, as a proper basis from which to form a correct esti- 
mate, we are compelled to concede to him a high position as a public benefactor. This 
conclusion detracts nothing from the credit due to his contemporaries, but gives to each 
his own in proportion to his means and opportunities for usefhlness. 

Mr. Powell was a man of unusual energy and activity of both mind and body, and 
I>osse8scd keen i»erceptive iwwers, with a large share of prudence. In person, he was 
of medium height; and in his manners he was plain an<l unostentatious, lie was not 
a great man in any sense. The knowledge derived from books, and taught at the 
schools, was denied to him; nor was he honored by jMlitical preferment. But he wss 
a useful man, and as such liis memory is justly cherished. 

.Mr. Powell married Mary, daughter of Robert Ludlow, and Iiad: 1. Henry T.. died in 
1834; 2. Ilobert L., married I^uisa A. Orso, and had Frances K. L., now deceased, Mar>' 
L. (married Isaac S. Fowler), Henrietta (married Doct. W. A. M. Culbert, and Fanny, 
now deceased; 3. James A., was drowned in 1828; 4. Jacob, died in 1816; 5. Frances E. 
L., married Homer Kamsdell, and has Mary L., Frances J. (married M^jor George W. 
Rains), Thomas P., James A. P., Henry P., Homer S., and l.eila R. 

JONATHAN* KISK. 

Jonathan Fisk was born at Amherst, N. II., Sept. 26, 1773. 
He was the son of Jonathan Fisk, who snbsequently resided at 
Williamstown, Vt., and became a member of the Legislature of 
that State, and a Judge of Probate. Jonathan Fisk, Senr., was 
llic son of Major-General John Fisk, of Salem; who was the son 
of Rev. Samuel Fisk, of Salem; who was the son of Rev. Moses 
Fisk, of Braintree; Avho was the youngest son of Rev. John 
Fisk, who came to Salem in 1637, settled at Wenham, afterwards 

♦ See "Obituary Addresses,'' &c., delivered at a public meeting, held on the occa^illn 
of Mr. Powell's death, by Hon. John W. Brown, Hon. Thos, McKissock, and others. 
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removed to Clielmsforil, Mass., and died in his churg^c in 1676.'*' 

Jonathan Fisk, the subject of tlu>« 
Mketch, left the home of hid futher at tlie 
a^ of 19 yean, and commenced the oc- 
cupation of Hchool teacher, qualiAe<l. 
according to a letter of recommenda- 
tion signed by Moseii Bradford, Dec. 12, 
1792, to teach "writing, English gram- 
mar, and arithmetic.'* We next And 
him at Ware.X. 11., in I79u, with a i*er- 
tiflcate Htating tliat he Imd lived for 
wveral months in the family of Amot* 
Wood, of that phicc, where he Iiad "read 
Creek and T^tin, and attended to other 
branchcH of study, by which he ai>- 
peared well-<|ualifled to teach a hchod;" 
and that he "maintained a good moral 
character." In 1796 or '97, he entered 
the office of Peter Hawcs, in New York, 
and commenced the Ktudy of law. He 
wari without other means of support than 
such as h'ki own industr)' could furnish, bat he was enabled to complete his studies by 
occasional remuneration for services as an amanuensis, and by giving instruction to a 
class of young men in the evening. In 1799, he was admitted to practice hi the court 
of Common Pleas of Westchester county; in 1800, in the Supreme court of the State, 
and during the same year, in the courts of Common Pleas of the counties of Orange 
and Ulster. In 1802, he was examined by Chief Justice Morgan Lewis, and "regularly 
admitted as a Counsellor of Law, in all the courts of the State of New York." 

Mr. Fisk removed to Newburgh, Feb. 4, 1800. His professional business, during the 
first year of his residence here, as stated by himself, was as follows, viz: "I Iwve com- 
menced 2G suits in the Common Pleas of Orange county, and have been retained to 
defend 17 more— iu all 43 suits. I have also commenced 6 suits in the Supreme Court, 
and have been retained to defend 14 more— in all 20; and my costs and counsel fees have 
amomitedto $C50." In 1801, he states his receipts at $938; and in 1802, at $1579. 
Tliese Kiini)Ie facts show the rapidity with which he rose in the public estimation. 

In 1809, Mr. Fisk was elected representative inCongreas from the Vlth District, which 
was composed of the counties of Orange and Westchester; and again in 18l4.t Parties 
were then known by the titles of Democrats and Federalists. Mr. Fisk was a Democrat 
and an ardent supporter of the administrations of JefTerson and of Madison. While in 
Congreas, he sustained the war of 1812; opposed the re-charter of the Bank of the 
United States; ^ proposed a plan for a National Printing office, and daring his whole 




* This genealogical statement is from a memorandum found among Mr. Fisk*8 papers. 
Bond, in his (Genealogies of Watertown, Mass., says: "There was a considerable number 
of early hnmigrants of the name of Fiske who settled in Massachusetts; and there is 
good reason to sup|>rjse tliat they were all descendants of Robert and Sybil (Gold) Fiske. 
who lived at Broad ( Gates, Loxford, near Framlingham, Suffolk co., Eng. The Itev. John 
Fiske of Wenhani, afterwards of Chelmsford, and his brother William, of Wenham. 
were grandsons of William, the eldest son of Aobert and Sybil. Many of their descend- 
ants have changed the original, correct orthography (Fiske) for Fisk.'' 

t Mr. Fisk's opponent, in 1808, was R. Hatfield. The vote in Newburgh was: Fisk. 
298; Hatfield. 27; and in the county, he had 483 minority. In 1814, vote in Newbargh 
stood: Fisk, 324; Storey, 97. In tne county, Fiak received 2345 votes, and Storey 660 

i It should, perhaps, be stated, that Mr. Fisk opposed the re-cliarter of the Bank in 
the form which the bill prescribed. His speech on this suMect was delivered Jan. 18, 
1811, and incurred the displeasure of the eccentric John Randolph, who replied to it 
in his usual sarcastic manner. Fisk rejoined and handled his opponent with such force 
that he won from him a tribute of respect and secured his friendship. 
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career he commanded the confidence of his fHends and the respect of his opponents. 

In 1815 (March 21), he was appointed by President Madison, attorney for the United 
States in and for the Southern District of New York , and this appointment was renewtnl 
Jan. 6, 1816. Here he was very dilligent and efRcient in prosecnting those who cvade<l 
the hiw in regard to the sale of foreign merchandize without a license, and so exaspera- 
ted did this class of offenders liecome that they threatened him with personal punish- 
ment. Failing to intimidate him, they appealed to Congress on a question of fees, for 
the purpose of securing his removal from oflBce. The snl^ect was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, who reported that while Mr. Fisk'S fees had l)een kirge, and in 
some instances unsustained by law, he had nevertheless been governed by the usage of 
the former incumbents of the office; and tlie subject died "on the table." He remained 
undisturbed until the expiration of Madison's administration, in 1820, when his succc*- 
Hor was api)ointcd. 

As a citizen, Mr. Fisk was highly esteemed. The town records, the files of our public 
Journals, and his own manuscripts, bear testimony to the commanding position which 
he occupie<l, and to the superiority of his abilities. The most important legal cases 
were submitted to his care; while on the various local questions of the times, his views 
received the highest consideration. In 1803 or '4, he married Sarah Van Kleeck, of 
Poughkeepsie, and soon afterwards erected the mansion recently occupied by Charles 
llalstead, Senr., deceased, in Colden street, where he resided until his appointment as 
District Attorney, when he removed to New York. At the expiration of hw official 
term, he returned to Newburgh, and pun'hase<l the farm now owned and occupied by 
Lynde Belknap, where he resided until his death. His house was alwa>'s the aUnle of 
hospitality, and for years the waves of time strewed his path with honors and Imppinew. 
Storms, however, arose; and, one by one, domestic tranquility, parental respect, wealth, 
and £une, withered and died. 

Family histor}*, we know, is sacred; and es|)ecially should it lie so when, if erroneous 
statements are inadvertently made, no living friend exists to make the proper correction. 
The history of Mr. Fisk, however, is an exception to this nile.from the fact tlmt he left 
a record with the evident intention that others might examine his chart of life, and leani 
to avoid the rock on which he made shipwreck. In 1830, he writes: '*! am fallen fnnn 
the proud and envied eminence I once occupied as a lawyer, a politician, and n citizen. 
Alas, it is but too true. No one feels it and realizes it with tlie mortification, pain and 
regret that I do. Many of my early associates in life, with less acquirements and talent<< 
tlian, without vanity, I may say belonged to me, are now fillmg a large space in public 
estimation, whilst I am scarcely thought of. ♦ ♦ How comes it that others, my former 
associates, none of whom are sui)erior to me in abilities, liave attained elevated stations 
in society, whilst I am so depressed ? It is an old maxim, that a man must ask his wife 
if he should be rich; and it is not less tnie that a man must ask his wife if lie shall be 
cx)n tented, ambitious to excel, l)e respectable and honored. In vain may a husliand and 
father attempt regularity of life, and govenunent for himself and family, unless seconded 
and cheerfully supported by his wife. The indiscretions of the wife and mother will 
inevitably ruin the children and their father. All domestic history supports tliis asser- 
tion. I am now imable to prosecute any business but farming, and scarcely this. My 
deafness renders intercourse with my neighbors and old acquaintances exceedingly dif- 
ficult; and my wife and children refuse to comfort me." 

A more lengthy quotation is not necessar}*. Suffice it to say. that Mr. Fisk was one 
oi' tlie luuAt indulgent husbands. Nothing was too good for his wife and his children. 
The round of fashion and the festivities of life, were at their bidding. Tint education 
he gave to them — this was his error. On his return to Newburgh in 1820, be determined 
to retire to a farm; but his wife and children, s(!hoolcd now in the excitements of fash- 
ionable life, remonstrated, and finally refused to share the home that he had provided. 
This was their error; and its consequences were the separation of hiLsband and wife. 
}mrent and children; well-earned laurels tarnished by the breath of scandal, and decli- 
ning years of unliappiness and dishonor. The lesson is one that all sliould hee<l. 
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In person, Mr. Piak was large and of a prcwnre tliat impreaicd all with whom he had 
intercourse with a iicnsc of hia 8Ui)criority— 

"A combination, and a form indeed, 
\Vhore every (tod did aeom to set his i^eal. 
To give the world aamirance of a man !'' 

His wife was a Uidy of more than ordinary pergonal attractions, lively, witty, and not 
without fiiir literary abilitien. HIh family record in as follows, viz: Jonathan Fisk, bom 
Sept. 26, 1773; died July 13, 1h3'2. Sarah, wife of Jonathan Fisk, torn March 18, 1773; 
died June 6, 1832. Thildrcn: Theodore S.. f<»imd dead in the Htrect in New York in 
1854 of '55; James L., die<l at Peiwacola in lM3o; Delphine R. E., married J. C. Bisbee, 
died July 22, 1846; Mary M., died June h, 1822; and an infant !*on who died at the age 
of two months, 

JONAS STOREY. 

Jonas Storey* ^vaH born in Norwich, Conn., July lltli, 1778. 
He early manifostcd a strong desire for the legal profession, 
and notwithstanding" the opposition of his father, was enabled 
by his own exertions to enter William's college, where he gradu- 
ated with honor. While reading law he was at the same time 
an instructor in the Poughkeepsie Academy. He was admitted 
to the bar in 1802, soon after he removed to Newburgh, where 
he maintained for forty years a distinguished place among the 
members of his profession. 

Mr. Storey was one of those old-fashioned jurists who regar- 
ded law as a science; he was ever searching for its principles, 
but he was none the less skillful in their practical application. 
With the best of the old English classics he was familiar. He 
was also exceedingly fond of metaphysical studies, and this ten- 
dency of his mind, perhaps, led him to spend too much time 
speculating about the more abstrnse points of Christian doctrine. 
So extended were his studies in this direction that he might 
properly be called a theologian as well as a lawyer. He took a 
prominent part in the discussions on the subject of religion, which 
prevailed here at the commencement of the present century. 
He had probably heard more sermons preached than any other 
man of his age in the village; and he retained for years the out- 
line of any that had particularly interested him. 

Mr. Storey held the office of Justice of the Peace lor several 
years, and his prompt and even-handed adnnnistration of the law 
made his court a terror to evil-doers. He was a candid man, 
and sometimes gave utterance to his thoughts with a freedom 
which bordered upon bluntness; but beneath this bluntness of 
manner there was a heart full of all kindly sympathies. He 
retired from the active duties of his profession a few years 

* The correct orthography ia Storer— the last letter was changed by Mr. Storey. 

20C 
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previous to his death, but the change was disastrous ; his mind, 
released from its long routine of toil, appeared to turn inward 
upon itself, and reason forsook its throne. He died Sept. 22, 
1848, in the 17th year of his age. 

Mr. Storey married Mary, daughter of Isaac Schultz, of New 
Windsor, and had: 1. Uenry E.; 2. Edwin (now deceased), who 
married Abby Basset Clark; 3. Helen E., who married Orville M. 
Smith; 4. Mary B., who married Daniel Smith; 5. Nathan S., who 
married Harriet Smith. 



JOHN FORSYTH. 

John Forsyth was born near the city of Aberdeen in Scotland, 
in 1786 or '87. His parents were in comfortable circumstances, 
but the death of his father in the meridian of life, and the sub- 
sequent misconduct of some persons with whom he had been 
associated in business, left his widowed mother with a family of 
young children, for a time in a straightened condition. Her son 
was sent to the grammar school of Aberdeen, where he had for 
a school mate the famous Lord Byron, but from the cause before 
mentioned he was deprived of these educational advantages 
sooner than lie would otherwise have been. 

Mr. Forsyth came to this country in 1805, intending to proceed 
to North Carolina or Georgia, in both of which states some bran- 
ches of his father's family were settled. But by the advice of 
Prof. Kemp, of Columbia College, to whom he had a letter of 
introduction, and Mr. Robert Gosman, he was induced to remain 
in the North. He came to Newburgh in 1810, simply to visit 
the Rev. Mr. Scrimgeour, pastor of the Associate Reformed 
church, and an old friend of his mother, but with no idea of 
remaining here. Here, however, he was induced to settle, and 
here he spent much the largest portion of his life. He soon 
found employment, and until 1825 was largely engaged in busi- 
ness as a builder. In the year just named he became a partner 
in the firm of Law, Bevridge & Co. — afterwards and more widely 
known as J. Bevridge & Co. — in which he continued until his 
death, April 22, 1854. 

Mr. Forsyth was a man of singularly robust frame, and for 
many years his life was one of great activity. He was a man 
of presence, — one of those whose face and form would arrest the 
attention of a stranger, and his mental and moral qualities were 
accordant with the impression thus made. Ho was a wise coun- 
selor, and there were few men whose advice was more sought 
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by persons of all classes; and none who knew him could doubt 
his unbending rectitude, his large hcartedness, or his rare sagaci- 
ty. If his counsels had been heeded, Xewburgh, we have reason 
to believe, would have been the terminus of the Delaware and Hud- 
son Canal. lie was for years a director of the Bank of Newburgh, 
and a trustee of the Academy. He had a good deal to do with 
the establishment of the Newburgh Steam Mills — of which com- 
pany he was president — and of the Branch Rail-road. Indeed to 
every public improvement he was ready to lend a helping hand. 

From early manhood, Mr. Forsyth was an exemplary christian 
and was long a ruling elder in the Ist Associate Reformed church. 
Truly catholic in spirit, he was yet warmly attached to his own 
denomination, and was widely known in it as one of its most 
zealous and generous members. 

Mr. Forsyth was twice married, viz: 1. To Jane, eldest daugh- 
ter of Mr. John Currie, who settled in Newburgh in 1802; 2. To 
Anna Jane youngest daughter of Mr. John Brown. Of his child- 
ren (there were none by the second marriage) only two survive, 
1. John, 2. Robert A. 

THE CRAWFORD FAMILY. 

There arc several branches of the Crawford family in this ' i 

CQuntry, all of Irish origin, and all more or less remotely con- | 

nected. The Newburgh family of that name, are the descend- ! 

ants of James Crawford, who came to America in 1718. He i 

settled at Little Britain, in this county, soon after the Clinton , i 

emigrants located there. His children were: David, who sue- i | 

ceeded to the homestead farm, and had Francis, for many years | 

a resident of Newburgh; Mary, married to John Van Arsdale; I i 

Jane, married to James Denniston; and James, who settled in : 

' j 

what is now the town of Crawford.* 

KiiANCis Crawford, hou 
of David, remained on the 
homestead at LitUe Britain \ 

, until ISOT), when he removed 
to Newl>argh and engaged in 
the mercantile and freight- 
ing bnsinesM with John Har- 
i-ia. He retired from the trade in 1810, but re-entered it again in 1817, and continued in 
it until his death, 23d of April, 1829, in the 67th year of hia age. "There were traits in 
hia character well deserving notice and imitation. From the uniform tenor of his 
conduct through life, it is believed that he lived and died without a single personal 
enemy. Blessed with a natural temper almost peculiar to himself— an utter .«tmnger to 
petulence, pasnion. and the inordinate love of gain, he was the same mnu under all cir- 




* Biker's Annals of Newtown, 307. Eager's Orange County, 271, 332. 
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iiiifmii I II no one warn evvr wiMuuied by hw toiurw. or ma<le the Tictim o€ hii iTuice. 
He rereiviHl the bonnCiiM of Prriv^iiem-e w tfany were bestTwini. ami reap««i the benefits 
of ha pndeni'je uil Inilagtrj. im! th«:r?Lj -wtrared t>< hirueif an*! tu hL* ^ancate^ in 
bamaum, the oniml 'romSdiiiiite of the pnhiii:. as<1 the «4eem in*i AtbnlrktUyn of buia- 
mermMe Srienihi. la ^hiirt. he liv«iil ai4 a maa «hoaIii 11t«. in nLiti«^a Ci> his (tthyw-mui: 
and he die*! m a man ^b'Alii 'lie. in reiatif^a Ct) hi^ •'i*^! And hla Eeiiet^mer. 

^" Xji only nf>Ue ;i5 hnj zi»l: 

Kin«i h«arti» ar* more than .!or^net», 
\nd iiinpl« £iith than Xonnan r I«M>i.~ * 

Frar.cU Crawf .rd wa.-* thrio* Hiarrietl — tir^t. t»j Eunice Wat- 
kins. \'J whom li*> had: 1. Samuel: 2. Thomas; 3. David; 4. 
Jamow. Mrs. Eunice Crawf. -rd die*l in 1791. in her 2m h year. 
Secorid, t«^» Lydia, daughter rf Jeluthan Belknap. Deo. 1. 1T92. 
Third, to Fanny I^enniston. widow of Capt. Isaacs. b«jrn Jan. 20, 
1T»0. died Feb. 2*5, 1S29. His suns. David and James, came to 
Xewburgh with him in 1S06. and were a.-^sociated with him in 
his business until Is 10. James afterwards o|>ened the "Mansion 
House." of which he was fjr several years the proprietor. 
Davi«l. however, continued with his father, and at his death 
received the principal p*jrtiun of his estate. 

David <;bavfokd wu bnrn at Little 
Britain, abmt the ytar IT^s.— the pre- 
cise date cannot now be a'4«.*ertained, in 
conseqaence of the destruction of the 
Cunily records by fire. Ue rev^eived such 
edncationai advantazesi a.-* the conntfy 
KhnoL« at that time affinlcd. and, in 
1"M)»>. entered the store of hu* father a^ 
ilerk. In IS 10. he wai* appointed deputy 
Sheriff of Orange county, and dl^cliarged 
the diilie^ of tluit office for about one 
year. When the war of l>ri broke (Hit. 
he pr.»inptly rei*i»ouded to the call of 
Coujrresii* l..r T«»hinli.'en», and rait<ed a 
c4»iuiKiiiy of artillery, of which he was 
elected Ciptaiu, in which ca|»acity he 
■erred for ab(»ut one year, when he 
receiTed a commission in the army of 
the United States, and remained in the 
Mrvicc until the clotie of the war in 
l>'lo. Here-entered 
the mercantile and 
forwarding btiBineas 
witli his father in 
1817, and prosecu- 
ted it until 1851. 

Hill biihinww career. h«.wcver. is sketched in a previous part of this work, and need not 
lie rcjK-ated here. He died July 23, 1856. 

Ana citizen , Mr. ( 'rawford waa highly esteemed, and for several years held positions of 
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• Newlrtirgh Telegraph, April 23, 1829. 
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honor and trust in oiir variona public inMtitutionH. He had a controlling desire to be a 
useAil memlicr of the community in which hi^ lot wan ca^t. His inte^nity was undoubted, 
and thnmghout bi:< long hu.HincHrt career Ills roputition was immillied. Always ready to 
lend a helping hand to othcrn, there are thouc among our citizens who can look back 
witli grateful remembrance to the kindly aid which he rendered to them when as- 
sistance was needed. In hi^ bib^iness and wK'ial inten-ourse, he waH extremely afiable 
and agreeable. The sunlight of a i)erj>etually happy dinpoMition seemed to Ik? hw. He 
was blessed with a capaeity to extract the bright sind cheerful from almost every occur- 
renec; indeed, he possessed that nire endowment, "a heart that never grows old." His 
pleasant smile and friendly greeting, evineed a natun* over-flowing with good will and 
kindly feelings to all. The Yorirk of a thousand jests, his genial humor was irresisti- 
>»le, and wouM ehase the clouds away from the gravest face. 

It may 1k' proj)er to add, that he was unusually well informed in dramatic literature. 
At one period of his life, ho had a decidefl jiassion for this kind of reading. With the 
plays of Shiiksi)earc he was very familiar, and he could recall their scenes, characters, 
and many of their choice i)a8sages, at will. There were but few dramatists, at all 
celebrated, fn>m the time of BUizabeth to the close of the reign of the Georges, whose 
writings he had not carefully perused. His libnuy contained a very considerable 
collection in this department of literature. His love for children was another char- 
acteristic. His kind words and beaming smile have gladdened the heart of many a little 
one. He delighted in their presence, s^-mputhized in their amusements, and always 
seemed to enter into the very spirit of their youthful frolics and gambob. 

David Crawford married Fanny C, daiiprhter of Isaac Belknap, 
May 15, 1822, and liad: 1. Isaac B. (died young); 2. Mary Eliza- 
beth, married Sands McCamly, Auf^. 6, 1844, died July 8, 1845, 
leaving Mary E. C. McCamly; S.James Thomas (died young); 
4. Anna, married Richard A. Southwick, Oct. 11, 1849, has Fanny 
C, Anna C, and Florence, 



THE HATHAWAY FAMILY. 

Tlie genealogy of this family is traced from Benjamin Hathe- 
way, as the name was formerly written, who came from Scotland, 
about nOT, and settled at Morristown, N. J., where he died. His 
only son, (Mcmens Hathaway, removed to Newburgh, where he 
died, Sept. 1 801, aged 56 years and 4 months, and where his 
wife, Hannah, died June 8, 1809, aged 56 years and 10 months. 
Their children were Ebenezer.and Josiah. Josiahwas born Dec. 
8, 1771. He married, Aug. 13, 1794, Mabel, a sister of Samuel 
0. Gregory. He followed for a few years the occupation of a 
cabinet-maker, but afterwards engaged in the coasting-trade, 
and commanded the sloop Republican^ owned b}' Geo. Gardiner. 
He was subsecpuMitly associated with Caleb Coffin,* in the same 
trade, and sailed from New York to Washington, N. C, where 
he died, July 19, 1811. His wife, Mabel, died at Morris Plains, 
N. J., July 13, 1811. His children were: 1. Rhoda, who died in 
infancy; 2. Frederick A., born April 1, 1801, married Phebo 

♦ Ante p. 99. 
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^iu.«kli';M«><' ttii'l hti'l Kn^lcrick A., and StepbeL MjtjdiiL. 
SaiiiiK-l, l;i/ni S'pl. I, IH02. 

Odkll S. Hathavat r. ▼!» iiim 
in Newlnrgfa, it Hit i rM)ik iia? if jiit 
father on the ooner of &ni&:'m£ ? tnRh 
MtreetH. Left an oqjhB a: "^ 14* if 
!«cven yean, be was ulcfa I5 Jui im-ir. 
ScUi (Iregbiy, of llornton. X. J., wih 
wlMtm he remained a fev van. aad in- 
tended a common Kbool. He then re- 
turned to tbia town and entered tlie «t«re 
%«f Samuel G. Bneden, as clerk, m vhicb 
^-ai^adty be served until be attained k» 
Mi||only« performing his dntiea&itlifiiSj 
a»l «Nf|!4ab|y **for and in considentioa 
^iMfttaudanddotbes." Tbiswastlie 
nAr ^ IkMiflMw, and one which, we naj 
Wie naut. fchooM the apprentice 
ma^ ^iMlF wr fh^ality, and thus laiil 
t:^ jtvhhicnit ^^ the successful career 
v/f aaHTi It nir -msift weful and wealthy 
.iizui^. Aiur .•^'i-vitix his time, yuuiig Hathaway vv rnintu«««t^5 Xr. Sneden,and 
'vvi-i^Cil ror hiH siivkcii liLi) board and 160 (HTannuic. Vjp' if ^ young men of the 
ttivsi'ui vlay wuuld si'uru ^uch a paltry remuneration: i».< m. luwwer.Mr. Hathaway. 
Ue kiicw tlMt his future wiwiu his own hands, and that ak-.-^tk^ ftnionitd entirely upon 
tlk' lultiiiucutoC his UuticM in a manner that would pronK4e tiw ntaanrtsof bis employer. 
Th^' iotultof thiKouurte the reader may have anticipateu . X^ E&tffittway*8 services 
>H'\-tuuo uiUti4|KHiHabIe: he was soon raised to the poHitkm ^/ Tac^wr. Sbl. on the death 
• <i Ml. '>iK*\kMi. he Mtoceeded him in the entire buMinCiW. 

*' I^et all. then, heed the lemon. Industry 
Hews its own place amidst this crowded wHii: 
And standing in its humble path, sheds n.'oaia 
Life, comfort, by its presence.'* 

Ml • Hathaway 'tf career forcibly exemplifies the remit v( ri|[hs pmciptfs of action. 
lu Um iHtsiui^iw tRinsacUons, he bms ever been prompt and reliable, and te baa from the 
III «( xA'iuiuanded the respect and confidence of the community. He hft» repcaledly held 
vi\s> *»miv v»f Supervisor, rocmlier of the Board of Trustees. Ac. and bean the ouUtary 
uiitk ^ l\>lvHiel. He has aUio discharged the duties of Bank diifctor. and of aimiba- 
iiurtU ixs^uiring the exercise of nmture Judgment and known iatefcrity: aad in all posi- 
iiiuM b«' has evinced capacity and worth. 

Ml Hathaway married Helen Maria, daughter of Charies Binfeall. S?p4. JT. 1S27. 
-iud ban. Amelia, who married Nathaniel B. Hayt; Harriet Ann: Jonih Angwtns; 
Wtlliaui Mott: Sarsh Snotlen: Odell Sneden; Charles C: Hiram F.: Helen Maria, and 
ICxUmd W. 



THE MAILLER FAMILY. 

.\\A\\\ Maillor. or Mailard, the ancestor of tb is funiily. emigrated 
\W\\\ Soot lam! sin-m after the Revolution; heresideil for a few years 
\\\ Now York and in Westchester county, and then settled perma- 
i\\\\\\\ in thf^ (own of Cornwall, Orange county. His children were 
J.^iuoM. I«oorp\ *lohn. William, Bartholomew, Jane. Mary, and 
yx^\^\\\ Mtnfholomew married Julia, daughter of Samuel Ketcli- 
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am, of Cornwall, and had one child, William Kctcham Hailler. 

William K. Maillbb was bora in 
the town of Cornwall, Angort 17, 1805^ 
At the age of 18 years, he came to New- 
burgh and entered the service of Francis 
Crawford k Co. His bosiness habits and 
sonnd jadgment soon rendered hira a de- 
sirable acquisition to the firm, and, in 
1827, he became one of its members nnder 
the title of F. & D. Crawford & Co. From 
that time until 1869, he remained a prin- 
cipal in the forwarding trade, and shared 
largely in the fluctuations to which it has 
been subjected. 

Mr. Mailler*8 energies have been devo- 
ted not only to his own business, but to 
advance the prosperity of the village— 
I the establishment of industrial enterpri- 
' ses, and the opening of new channels of 
commerce. Entirely unostentatious in 
his disposition, he has never sounded the 
trumpet of his own worthiness, but he has the satisfiuition of seeing the conminnity 
around him smiling with prosperity, content to know that he has helped to secure these 
results. 

In private as well as in public life, Mr. Mailler is plain and unassuming. Liberal in 
his charities, kind in the discharge of his parental duties, and cheerftil in the social 
circle, his example is worthy of imitation. The jostling and jarrings of life have planted 
the lines of care on his brow, and affliction has entered fluently at his door and added 
a shade of sadness to his features, but his manly impulses and active energies remain 
in their full vigor. 

Mr. Mailler married Hannah P., daughter of Jacob Oakley, of Coldenham, June 1, 
1830, and has had twelve children, all of whom died in infiwcy except William Oakley, 
lK>m May 26, 1831; Mary Hannah, bora Nov. 27, 1834, married Moses Cook Belknap, 
June 10, 1857, died May 31, 1858; and John Dales, bora June 9. 1845. 




THE SCHtXTZ FAMILY. 

Christian Otto Schultz was born Jan. 22d, 1712, at Brcdenfelt, 
in the Dukedom of Mecklcnburgh, Germany; and his wife, Mar- 
garet Sharpenstien, was born in April, 1113, at Sagendorp, 
Germany. They emigrated to America in 1735; settled at Fish- 
kill, Dncliess county, and had: Anna, Abraham, Isaac, Chris- 
topher, ^largarct, Christian, Frederick, Peter, William, Jacob, 
and John. From these children have sprung the several families 
of the name in Duchess and Orange counties. Those in Orange 
county are the descendants of Isaac Schultz, born July 28, 
1740, and of his wife, Mary Kilborne, whom he married in 
1765. He first followed the occupation of school-teacher; and, 
having saved a small sum of money, he opened a store in New 
Windsor, and soon became comparatively wealthy. He after- 
wards established what was long known as "Schultz's Mill," 
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Dear the month of Qaass$aick Creek. He died June 9th, 1811, 
leariDg Sarah. Elizabeth. Abraham, Peggy, Jacob, Susanna, 
Joanna. Mary. Deborah, Abigail, and Isaac, his children. His 
wife died May 25, ISOi. Abraliam succeeded his father in the 
store at New Windsor, and carried on an extensive forwarding 
business. Isaac became heir to the mill. Mary married Jonas 
Storey, Es<|., of Xewburgh. 

Jacob Schtxti was btxn April 23. 1776. He married, Feb. 14, 1799, Anna, daughter 
of John DennK<ti». of Sew WuMinr. His fint appeanmce in bnstneas waa as the editor 
and proprietor of the AVtr Wimdmr GaxttU. Th» paper was anti^nfidel in its teach- 
ings, and was coodocted with connderaUe abilitj.* In 1810, Mr. Schnltz opened a dry 
eood§ and grocery store in Newbargh. in company with Andrew DeWitt, and was engaged 
in this trade ontil 1814. when be purchased from hk brother, Isaac, the old mill of his 
fiuher. bat afterwards sold it to Peter Townsend, came back to Newborgh and commen- 
ced basineas in company with George Betts. He retired, in 1818, to a smaU farm in the 
htwn of New Windsor, erected a sobstantial stone-house, and in the qoiet independence 
of agricnltmal ponmits spent the remainder of his life. He died in 1859. 

The children of Jacob and Anna Schnltz were: 1. John D., married Sophia Halsey, 
of New York, and had fifteen children: 2. Fanny W., married John Latham; 3. Bfary 
Ann, married Thomas J. Falton, of New Windsor: 4. Catharine M.: 5. Jacob K., mar- 
ried Helen J. How»r. 



WARD M. GAZLAY. 

The following sketch of Ward M. Gazlay, was furnished for 
this work by the late Charles U. Cnshman. Although evidently 
written in haste, we have concluded to publish it without correc- 
tion, as it was, probably, the last article ever prepared by him 
for publication — his death occurring only a few days after it was 
written. 

•*I find in the "Xewburgh Telegraph* of April 21, 1836, the following notice : 

"Died— In th» village on Wednesday last, aged aboat 54 years. Ward M. Gazlay, 
Em]., for many years a magistrate of Xewburgh, and editor and proprietor of the ''Po- 
litical Index, from about the year 1806 to 18^9, at which latter period the present pro- 
prietor of the *'Newborgh Telegraph" porchaneil his establi^ment and cnanged the 
political character of the paper. To some peculiarities, and a few faults, Mr. Gazbiy 
united many excellent qualities both of head and heart. His earl^ career as a magia- 
trate wan marked by strict probity, and a sound, discriminating judgment, united to a 
fixedness of purpoM and an impartiality in his decisions which saw no difference 
l>etween the rich and the poor — toe peasant and the king. A wide circle of friends 
deeply sympathize with the family.- ' 

"To the above, little can be added from fieurts in my poaseasion. Mr. G. was not an 
ambitious or an industrious editor. He wrote litUe, and that little usually limited to 
home or local matters, dispatched with great brevity. If a steam boiler burst at the 
dock and killed a dozen of his neighbors and friends, a few brief lines told the whole 
sad tale in his columns. He was never excited; never lost his unbounded self-respect, 
nor his self-possession; was never disconcerted. He presided in his court with Oriental 
dignity; and in the presence of delinquents his austerity was a terror which few had 
the courage to brave a second time. His decisions and sentences, upon all such, came 
like successive claps of thunder after frightful lightning, dealing summary and irrevoca- 
ble justice. A glance fh)m his sunken and lustreless eye often made evil-doers quail. 

♦Ante p. 87. 89,253. 
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Indeed, it was his boafit, that he 'could awe the lion-hearted rogue with the power of 
hia eye/ 

"Mr. Oazlay's personal apiieanince was not remarkably prepoflM.>H8inK. Hi8 stature 
was under medium hIzc; Rhouldcrs and whole man broad and thin; carriage ungainly; 
gait shuffling, the heels of his untied shoes clapping the pavement audibly as he sidled 
along; his head hugged his right shoiUder, and in his mouth was always seen the stump 
of a cigar, the smoke of which curled up into his enormous nose and half closed eyes, 
with the greatest possible apparent satisfiiction to their complacent owner. All these 
unamiable and even forbidding aspects, however, belied the inner men. He had a 
glowing heart towards ])overty, misery, and suffering, and would l)eg or die before 
doing a mean or a dishoncht act to win gold or favor. 

"Of his birth-place I know nothing, but I think he hailed from Pennsylvania. Thatt 
and his age, family, Ac, were topics which he thought it puerile to dwell upon. He 
married Eli2al)eth, daughter of J<mathan and Bridget Garter, and left three sons.'* 



JOHN I). SPAIJUNU. 

The subject of this sketch was connected with the Newburgh 
press for about thirty-eight years. He was born in Salem, Mass., 
in Jan., 1800. He removed to Newburgh in 1815, in company 
with his father, the Rev. Joshua Spalding, and was soon after 
apprenticed to Ward M. Oazlay, tlien of the Political IndeXj with 
whom he remained until 1822, when lie commenced tlie publica- 
tion of the Neicburgh Gazette. His connection witli this paper 
was continued until 1833 or '34, when he sold out his interest, 
and started the Newburgh Journal^ which he continued (subse- 
quently under the title of the Highland Courier,) until his death. 

As a journalist, we may say of him, that few men have ever 
occupied that position, in thc^same locality, for a longer term of 
years; or who, having done so, passed from the stage leaving a 
more favorable record, than Mr. Spalding. His pen was ever 
ready to advance the cause of morality, and to sustain public 
improvements in the community of which he was a member. 
Educated in political life at a time when party lines were not 
rigidly drawn, party fealty sat lightly upon him. During his 
connection with the Gazette, he opposed Jackson's election, and 
thus for a time he was thrown into the political arena; but during 
the largest portion of his editorial career his paper was inde- 
pendent of politics. 

Mr. Spalding possessed a sound judgment — was urbane and 
kind in his disposition, and liberal in his charities. By these 
qualities he secured friends and retained them through many 
years. In person, he was over six feet in height, light in frame 
and in ilesh, and ungainly in his carriage. He married Eliza- 
beth L., daughter of Rev. John Johnston, D.D., of Newburgh, 
and had several children. He died on the 22d of August, 1853, 
in the 54th year of his age, after an illness of about two days. 
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The genealogy of Samuel Parmenter is given in a "History of 
the Town of Framingham, Mass., by Rev. Wm. Barry," pnMished 
in 1847, as follows: 

1. John Parmenter, emigrated from England prior to 1639; settled in Sudbury, 
Mass.; took the Freeman's oath. May 13, 1640. 

2. John Parmenter, Jr., born in England; admitted a Freeman of the Colony of 
MasKachusetts, May 16, 1643. 

3. Benjamin Parmenter, Hon of John Parmenter, Jr., bom al^rat 1646. 

4. David Parmenter, Hon of Benjamin Parmenter, bom April 12, 1686. 

5. Samuel Parmenter, son of David Parmenter, bom May 11, 1722. 

6. Ezra Parmenter, son of Samuel Parmenter, bom June 16, 1760.* 

7. Samuel Parmenter, son of Ezra Parmenter, bora Marvh 2, 1791. 

Mr. Parmenter was born in the city of Boston, Marcli 2, 1791. 
He married (1818) Eliza, dangliter of Stephen Crane, of Xewton, 
Mass., and soon after removed from Massachusetts to Warwick, 
Orange county, N. Y., where he resided until 1821, when he 
removed to Newburgh, where he died, June 29, 1841. His wife, 
Eliza, died Sept. 14, 1849. His children were Charles J., born 
1822, died in 1826; Susan E. C, born 1830, died in 1856; and 
Stephen C, born in Warwick, April 9, 1819, married Catharine 
A. McDowell, Oct. 16, 1844, and has five daughters, viz: Caro- 
line E., Cornelia A., Alginette D., Gertrude A., and Geneveive C, 
and one son, Samuel J. 

Mr. Parmenter was a man of superior talents and great energy 
of mind, and as a mathematician had few equals. Ho was for 
I many years surveyor of the village, by appointment of the Board 

of Trustees, and at the time of his death was one of the magis- 
trates of the town. In 1822, he compiled and published "A 
Concise View of the United States," a very useful work and one 
which was eagerly sought for throughout the country. About 
the same year he made a map of Poughkeepsie, for the authori- 
ties of that town, to which reference is frequently made in the 
old conveyances of property there. In 1835, in pursuance of a 
resolution of the Board of Trustees, he made a series of maps of 
the village of Newburgh and vicinity, showing the outlines, 
streets, property, &c., from the year 1752 to the year 1835. 
These maps are now on file, and are among the most valuable 
and important papers in the archives of the corporation. In 

♦ The children of Ezra Parmenter were Samael, James, William, Mary, Elizabeth, 
Sarah, Nancy (died), James, and Nancy. Elizabeth married Col. Gardiner Thompson, 
of Newburgh, and had Ezra P., Catharine G.. Gardiner G., Mary E., William P., Nancy 
F., Maria T., Helen, Susan P., Charles F., George J., and Julia, all of whom are living 
except William and Julia. Mrs. Thompson, and William Parmenter (now Hon., he 
having served several years as a representative in Congress from Mass.). are still living. 
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1836, he compiled and published ''A Statistical Map of the United 
States/' which was highly commended, and which met with such 
ready sale that three editions were printed. PVom 1825 to 1832, 
he was the editor and one of the i)roprietor8 of the Neivburgh 
Gazette. He was an active Episcopalian, and was the organist 
of St. (jreorge's church for about seven years. 

Mr. ParmenterV principal occupation was that ^d' a surveyor 
and land agent, and his superior attainments, knowledge of 
]>roperty, and irrcj)roachal)lo honesty, secured to him an exten- 
sive patronage. His accuracy as a surveyor was universally 
admitted, and in all difficult cases he was called upon from all 
parts of the state. He was an accomplished scholar, a useful 
citizen, and a good man, and he died universally beloved. 



( H.\KI.KS V. Ci:SH\IAX. 

OharlcH Underbill Cushman was born in Hartford, Washington 
county, N. Y., March 20, 1802; and was a lineal descendant of 
Robert Cushman, one of the original company of Pilgrims, who 
sailed for the* New World, August 6th, 1620, 0. S.* His father 
was Charles Cushman, of Bennington, Vt., and his mother, Mary, 
daughter of Augustine Underbill. His mother died the tenth 
day after his birth; and Charles became ihe foster-child of a 
kind and affectionate aunt, and subsequently of his grand-father 
Underbill. He enjoyed only such advantages of education as a 
conunon school in a thinly settled district afforded; but, on the 
death of his grand-father, he removed to the residence of his 
father, in Bennington, and attended the Academy at that place 
during four winter sessions. At the age of seventeen he entered, 
as an apprentice, a book-store and printing-office at Rutland, Vt., 
and at nineteen he removed to Boston, and found employment in 
printing and in mercantile pursuits for four years. During a 
portion of this time he was in the employ of the father of N. P. 
Willis. He subsequently passed some time as proof-reader and 
jobber in the American Tract Society's printing rooms, in New 
York. Here, learning that a press and newspaper establishment 
at Newburgh were for sale, he left the city, and after a few 
months residence in New^burgh, purchased the Political Index, 
and established the Orange Telegraph — subsequently the Neu> 
burgh Telegraph — the first number 'of which was issued March 
20, 1829. In the autumn of 1839, having become tired of the 

* Roliort Ciishnian, with his family, took pa»<age on the "Speedwell,** a vessel that 
^^ailed in company with the "Mayflower." The "Speedwell" proving unBeaworthy, 
returned to London, and it was not ontU November 21, 1621, that he landed in America. 
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incessant labors of an editor, he sold the establishment, which soon 

afterward passed into the hands of H. H. Van Dyck. Mr. Cush- 

man subsequently held a position in the New York custom house, 

but was removed on the change of the federal administration in 

1841, when he entered the mercantile business in New York, and 

afterwards in Newburgh. He retired in 1852 with a competency. 

At the election in 1853, he was chosen Member of Assembly 

from the first Assembly District of Orange county, and filled the 

station with credit to himself and to his constituents. In 1858, 

he removed to Rhinebeck, Duchess county, where he died, June 

1st, 1859, after an illness of only a few hours. 

Mr. Cushman was a man of strong natural abilities, industry, 

perseverance, independence of mind, and strict integrity. As a 

writer, his style was vigorous and compact. He used but few 

words, and in expressing his thoughts his language was plain 

and unmistakable His pen was ever ready to expose wrong, 

and to rebuke alike political friends and foes if their conduct 

failed to reach his standard of capacity and honesty. The path 

to success which many journalists follow, was not his, for 

" He would not flatter Neptune for his trident. 
Or Jove for his power to thunder." 

He seldom indulged in personal attacks, however, and never unless 
he was assailed or when no other method was available to bring 
the ofiender to the bar of public opinion. The first to erect the 
standard of abstinence from intoxicating drinks, in the village 
of his adoption, he consistently illustrated the principles he 
taught; and he joined heartily in every effort to elevate public 
intelligence and morals. While he was a member of the "corps 
editorial," the great questions of the United States Bank, Inter- 
nal Improvements, an Independent Treasury, and other leading 
measures, were before the people, and on these subjects he 
sustained the administrations of Jackson and Van Buren, and 
was strongly attached to the Democratic party of that day. 

As a private citizen, Mr. Cushman was active in advancing the 
interests of the community in which he lived. He was one of 
the founders of our public Libraries, and also helped to establish 
the Quassaick Bank, and the Newburgh Savings Bank. In all his 
public and private walks he aimed to accomplish practical results, 
and exhibited the traits of a good citizen and an honest man. 

In person, Mr. Cushman was nearly six feet, clear complexion, 
blue eyes, rather fleshy, and well-formed. He always dressed 
with extreme neatness, and walked with an erect carriage and 
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firm tread. He married, June, 1832, Mary, fourth daughter of 
Capt. Charles Birdsall, and grand-daughter of Isaac Belknap. 



WILLIAM LESLIE. 

This gentleman was the father of Alexander Leslie, of New- 
burgh. He conducted, for a short time, the Newburgh Gazette, 
He died on the 17 th Feb., 1838. The Telegraph of the 22d Feb., 
refers to his death in language which, though brief, speaks vol- 
umes for his personal worth, and patient laboring and suffering. 
We copy; 

"In this village, on Saturday morning Uuit, of consumption, Mr. William Leslie, lite 
pnbliaher of the Newburgh Gazette. Mr. L. wan a native of Scotland, and an honest, 
industrioufl man. The labor and anxiety of mind attendant upon an attempt to flustain 
a whig press, against his begging, undermining, neutral competitor of the Journal, 
proved too much for his constitution. He has left a large family entirely destitute of 
every thing but friends.*' 



ELiAS prrrs. 

This gentleman was born in Columbia county, N. Y., in the 
year 1810, and received a liberal education at the Kindcrhook 
Academy. He served an apprenticeship of a few years in the 
office of the Kinderhook Sentinel, and at its termination became 
associated in the editorial management of that paper. Subse- 
quently, he removed to Rochester, and was connected with the 
editorial department of the Advertiser of that city, a paper 
published by Henry 0*Rielly. At the retirement of Mr. Van 
Dyck from the Nexcburgh Telegraph, in the winter of 1840, Mr. 
Pitts assumed the management of that paper, which he continued 
until 1850. From Newburgh, Mr. Pitts removed to Ponghkeep- 
sie, and there became the editor of the Poughkeepsie American, 
His connection with the public press terminated in the autumn of 
1853; and he soon after received an appointment to a clerkship 
in the State Department at Washington, the duties of which he 
continued to discharge up to the time of his last illness. 

In his character as a writer, Mr. Pitts displayed much origi- 
nality and ability, maintaining a manly independence, and at the 
same time laboring zealously to promote the interests of the 
democratic party, to which he was attached. As a local politi- 
cal leader, the campaigns of 1840 and '44 bear witness to his 
efficiency. As a specimen of his style, we quote from an article 
from his pen, on the "Aristocracy of Labor," the following: 

" Heavily, hearily the labor of England is burdened to uphold the magnificence that 
rests upon it, but in which it shares no part, save that which Tantalus agonizes under, 
accordmg to the old mythology. It forms an excellent pavement for the aristocracy 
to cut capen on: shall ft form sach a pavement here? Away with British institutions, 
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or we shAll have British distinctiona — a class of oppressors, and a mnltitade of oppres- 
sed— a splendid goTemment, and a magnificent opper-crast to the social pastrr, out a 
starring people at the bottom ! The blood and sweat of the masses maj be ricn notri- 
ment for capital to fiit on: bat, while the money power, like a hngh vampire, is sacking 
the life-spnng from the heart of labor, where will be the comfort, the prosperity, the 
freedom, the intelligence, of the myriad people whose muscles are wasted, whose 
sinews are over-taxed, whose lives are one groaning age of toil; and not for their own 
I profit, bat to pay the osary that insatiate moneyism demands, extorts, aye, wrmgw from 

! the cracking neart^ctrings of the haman horde it tyranizes over, and makes to buy the 

privilege of bare sobsistence at the price of all that life is worth ? Where, indeed ?- - 

While Mr. Pitts held his political convictions with firmness, 
he nevertheless enjoyed the esteem of many of his political 
opponents. The pecuniary advantages which some secure by 
political service, never fell to his lot. He was content to labor 
and devote his means for the official advancement of others 
without the slightest remuneration; and this disposition, as well 
as his habits of liberality, kept him constantly a slave in pecu- 
niary affairs. Had he acted upon a different principle, and one 
which, we regret to say, is too frequently indulged, he would 
have died possessing a competency. 

As a man. Mr. Pitts was the soul of good-fellowship. In the 
social circle ho had few equals. To affable and gentlemanly 
manners and fine conversational powers, he added a mind stored 
with a fund of anecdote as well as useful information, which 
made his society sought after and appreciated. He was kind- 
hearted and generous. The appeal of charity never reached his 
ears in vain; while personal resentments were never cherished 
or maintained — in a word, his every-day life appeared to be the 
reflex of a heart filled with noble and generous impulses. Faults 
he had, but they were the result of the circumstances, by which 
he was surrounded, ratlier than the fruits of his natural dispo- 
sition. Failings — wrong habits — he had; but over all these the 
hand of friendship will draw the veil of charity, and embalm his 
virtues as pleasant things to the memory. 

In person, Mr. Pitts was about five feet three inches, with a 
small but well-proportioned body; head large and well-developed; 
eyes black and full; hair naturally black, but, when we knew 
him, almost silvered. He was twice married. His first wife was 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Jamison, of Newburgh, by whom 
ho had two children: Mary E. and John M. His second wife 
was Margaret, daughter of John Whited. He died at Washing- 
ton, Friday, July 21, 1854, from an attack of typhoid fever, at 
the age of 44 years. 

NoTB —For biographical aketches of James Renwick, Robert Ludlow, Daniel Niven. 
Daniel Niven, Jr., Jason Rogers, Hugh Spier, Doct. Moees Higby, Samuel Downing. 
John McAuley, William Rosa, and others, see Eager'a Orange County. 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

Ret. Richard Charlton,— We find the following obituary notice of the Rev. Rich- 
ard Charlton,— the firet miiwionary of Ncwbnrgh and New Windsor, 1731— in Gainet' 
Mercury, of October 11, 1777, viz: 

"On Tuesday last, dejiartcd this life, at his house on Btaten Island, a^d nevcnty-two 
yean, the Rev. Mr. Ricliard Charlton, missionary from the Society for Propagating the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts. This worthy clergyman was bom in Ireland, and received hiii 
education in lYinity College, Dublin. He came over to this country soon after he 
entered into Holy Orders; and was the first missionary of New Windsor, on Hudson's 
river. From thence he removed to New York, being chosen assistant minister of Trinity 
Church, and cate<;hist; in which station he continued several years liefore his appoint- 
ment as missionary of Staten Island, in 1747, where he remained ever since. 

"Sincere and steady in friendshi]). charitable to the distressed, and hospitable to all. 
he was deservedly esteemed and re8}>ected. Amidst the confusion of the present rebel- 
lion, his loyalty was unshaken; his attachment to the Constitution, in Church and Stat4^, 
unalterably firm. The great increase of his congregations, during his incumbency for 
thirty years at Staten Island, was an evidence of the assiduity with which he dis- 
char^d the duties of his office; and the tears which were plentifully shed over hLs 
remams at the grave, by the memlters of his flock, were a sure indication that they 
considered themselves as having lost, in him, a conmion father and friend.*^ 

DiiD— In this town, on the 20th November inst., Daniel Niven, Esq., in the 67th 
year of his age, universally and justly lamented by all who were acfjuainted with him. 
Few ever deserved the character of an upright man more than he. As a husband and 
a fkther, he was kind and indulgent— as a friend, he was sincere and steady— as a magis- 
trate, he was faithful and conscientious in the discharge of his duty — as a jiatriot, he 
was firmly attached to the interests of America, and fought her battles during the Revo- 
lutionary war; and as a Christian, his conversation was as it became the govpel of 
Christ. Firm and steady to whatever he considered his duty, neither the frowns nor 
the flattery of men could move him fh>m it. Such was his conduct through life, and 
during his hist illness he had no will of his own respecting life or death, but alwa^-s said 
the "will of the Lord be done." Amidst the pain which he suffered from an accute 
distemper, his patience remarkably appeared— not a murmuring word did he utter, but 
frequently said, "when my heart and my flesh do faint and fail, the Lord is the strength 
of my heart and my portion forever." His death bears an honorable testimony to the 
reality of religion, and to the support and comfort which it administers in a dying hour. 
"Mark the perfect man and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace. ' 

—PolUical Index, Nov. 23, 1809. 

Died— On Tuesday morning last, Benjamin Lander, in the 4l8t year of his age. He 
was a good citizen, faking a lively interest in every thing that relates to the moral, 
intellectual and general improvement of society, he was actively engaged in promothig 
the schools, churches, &c., of the village— and in spreading a healthy tone of moral 
sentiment around the circle in which he moved. He was a good man. The upright- 
ness of his deportment — ^his sterling integrity— his exemplary piety— his 8cru|)ulous 
attention to all the duties of private and social life, leave the most abundant evidence 
behind, that though we have lost much, he has made a great and glorious gain. A farge 
and sympathising assembly followed his remains to the grave on Wednesday afternoon, 
and testified a high regard for the character of him whose death has left a void in our 
society that will not soon be filled.— Jbuma/, Sept. 21, 1839. 

In the death of William Walsh, Esq., which took place at his residence in this Vil- 
lage, on Saturday evenmg hist, our community is called to deplore the loss of one of its 
most respected and usefhT members. Mr. Walsh was, at the time of his decease, as he 
had been for several years previous, the President of the Bank of Newburgh; and it is 
not too much to say, that to his prudence, sagacity, and paternal care, that institution 
is mainly indebted for the distinguished confidence which it holds in the estinuition of 
the public. With the business interests of this place , Mr. Walsh has been long and 
closely identified; and its advancement in the scale of wealth, popuktion and imi^rove- 
ment, was to him always an ot^ect of solicitude as well as gratulation. Honest and 
upright in his dealings— ix>nrteous and benevolent in his intercourse with society— he 
* as lef * ' . .. ' • 



has left behind him the savor of a good name, whilst his death has occasioned a vacuum 
in society, as well as in his fiunily circle, which will be long felt and deplored. But we 
would not fail to add this crowning excellence, that he died in the faith and supported 
by the cheering assurances of that Gospel, which, living he had professed, and dying 
found an unfailing support In the various relations, public and private, which he sus- 
tained, he verified emphatically the truth of a poet's declaration, 

"The man who consecrates his hours 

By vigorous effort and an honest aim. 

At once he draw9 the sthig of lite and death; 

He walks with Nature, and her paths are peace." 
—Telegraph, Nov, 7, 1839. 



CONCLUSION. 

Kind reader, our task is ended. Wc have placed before you 
the fruit wliich we have gathered by patient investigation and 
the toil of many hours. We have done the best we could to 
make our work accurate, and we firmly believe that every essen- 
tial Btatcnient that we have made is true. Errors in grammar, 
in rhetoric, and in typography, you have probably found; very 
few books are without such blemishes. We shall not point out 
these inaccuracies, but leave to you that task; presumhig that 
the critic is competent to correct. If any one there be who is 
not satisfied with the repast that we have set before him, we 
earnestly invite him to enter the same field of labor, and will 
cheerfully extend to him the free use of our garner of facts. In 
some respects our work is not what it would have afforded us 
pleasure to have made it, especially in the number of its engrav- 
ings ; but w^c have lacked the pecuniary ability to supply more than 
we have given. Indeed, our expenditures upon the work are 
far in advance of the income which we have already derived from 
its publication, or that we may anticipate in the future. There 
may also be omissions of fact, as well as of biography, which 
some may have expected to find recorded; but in prosecuting 
our determination to gather the perishing history of the past, 
we have found the limit assigned to the volume altogether insuf- 
ficient to admit many sketches that we had prepared for its 
pages. Our own, or some other hand, will, perhaps, take up the 
broken thread hereafter. 

We have labored faithfully to give to the people of Newburgh 
some return for the multiplied acts of kindness which we liave 
received at their hands, and we are certain that they will not 
permit the imperfections in our oflering to outweigh the intention 
in its presentation. Whatever of good may be found in it, will, 
we believe, be cherished ; and in this we shall find ample reward. 
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Junatlian Ilahbroiick 
IjOwIr Dubois. 
•Julin Wanda). 
Uenjamin Cari)ontor. 
Lewis Dubois. 
Kdwanl Ilallock. 
LriUrinj; Oar|)enter. 



•Jonathan Ilosbrouck. 
Jolin Flew welling. 
Samuel Fowler. 
Wolvert Ecker. 
Morris Flew welling. 
Wolvert Ecker. 



Thomas Palmer. 



John Kobinson. 

Isaac Fowler, Jr 
John Robinson. 

Isaac Fowler. 



Jleuben Tooker. 



•Joshua Sands. 
Leonard Smith. 



Samuel Sands. 



Thomas Palmer. 



William Palmer. 



Daniel Birdsall. 



Benjamin Carpenter. 
Isaac Belknap, Senr. 
Deiick Amerman. 



David Dcnniston. 
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Daniel Birdsall. 
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Lsaac Belknap, Jr 
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Year. 


Supervisor. 


Tirttn Qerk. 


1808 


Isaac Belknap, Jr. 


Edmund Griswold. 


1809 


William Ross. 


c« 


1810 


<c 


i 


1811 


Jonathan Fisk, Leonard Smith. " |; 


1812 


Leonard Smith. 


(( 


181.3 


»c 


Aaron Belknap. 


1814 


u 


Isaac Belknap, Jr. 


1815 


(i 


u 


181G 


u 


(t 


1817 


u 
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1818 
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Robert II. Reeve. 


1819 


Daniel Tooker. 


u 
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(( 
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u 


William Walsh. 


1822 


Leonard Smith. 


(( 


1823 


William Wear, Jr. 
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1824 


William Walsh. 


Isaac W. Seymour. 
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(( 


a 
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Edmund Sanxay. 


1827 
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u 
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(( 


(( 


1831 
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<i 


1832 


Robert Lawson. 


William Butterworth 


1833 


C( 


IC 


1834 


William Walsh. 


(( 


1835 


James G. Clinton. 


Walter Simonson. 


183G 


u 


(( 


1837 


Daniel Tooker. 


Albert Noe. 


1838 


David W. Bate. 


i( 


1839 


Jackson Oakley. 


i( 


1840 


David AV. Bate. 


(( 


1841 


(( 


it 


1842 


John W. Brown. 


u 


1843 


David AV. Bate. 


(. 


1844 


u 


li 


1845 


u 


(( 


1840 


(( 


(( 


1847 


Odell S. llathawaj'. 


(( 


1848 


u 


(. 


1849 


(( 
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1850 


Enoch Carter. 


Lewis W. Gardiner. 


1851 


Odell S. Hathaway. 


(C 


1852 


Enoch Carter. 


(( 


1853 


Samuel J. Fnrnum. 


(C 


1854 


Henry Walsh. 


(( 


1855 


Stephen W. Fullertun. 


(C 


1850 


Odell S. Uathaway. 


c. 


1857 


Albert Noe. 


Isaac C. Chapman. 


1858 


Enoch Carter. 


c; 




ALMS-IIOUSK COMMISSIOXERS. j 


1853- 


David W. Bate, Henry Wyckoff, 


David II. Barclay, Eufrene A. 


Brewster 


, George G earns, Alfred Post. D 


AV. Bate, President ; AV^illiani 


0. Miller 


, Superintendent. 




1854- 


David W. Bate, Henry Wyckoff, 


D. H. Barclay, S. AV. Fuller- 

1 

! 
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ton, E. A. Brewster, Alfred Post. D. W. Bate, President: William C. 
Miller, Superintendent. 

1855— Henry Wyckotf, J). II. Barclay, Tbos. H. Roe, C. F. Belknap, 
L. B. Gregory, S. W. Fullerton. Henry A^yckoff, President ; AVilliam 
C. Miller, Superintendent. 

185G— C. F. Belknap, Thos. II. Roe, L. B. Gregory, S. W. Fullerton, 
I^aac Wood, Senr. C. F. Belknap, President; Win. C. Miller, Supt. 

1S57 — Tlios. H. Roe, Oliver Belknap, L. B.Gregory, Enoch Carter, 
Isaac AVood, Senr. Tlios. II. Roe, President ; Wm. C. Miller, Supt. 

1858— Thomas George, Enoch Carter, James Belknap, Isaac Wood, 
Senr., James II. Mallery, Oliver Belknap. Thomas George, President; 
William C. Miller, Superintendent. 



COIIFORATION OFFICERS. 

BOARD OK TRUSTEES. 

1804 — Hugh Walsh, George Monell, Jacob Powell, William U. Smith, 
Hugh Spier, John Mandevill, Solomon Sleight. Geo. Monell, President.* 
- 1805— George Monell, Chas. Clinton, Hugh Walsh, Hugh Spier, Jacob 
Powell, Solomon Sleight, John Mandevill. Goo. Monell. President. 

180G— Isjiac Belknap, Jr., Leonard Carpenter, John Mandevill, Saml. 
Downing, John Anderson, Jr., Jona. Hedges, Alex. Dennistun. Isaac 
Belknap, Jr., President. Chas. Clinton, Clerk. 

1807 — Hiram Weller, George Monell, Jacob Powell, John McAuley, 
Daniel Stringham, Hugh Spier, William Taylor. Goo. Monell, President. 
William Taylor, Clerk. 

1808— George Monell, HiratA Weller, John McAuley, William Taylor, 
Jacob Powell, Daniel Stringham, Hugh Spier. Geo. Monell, President, 
AVm. Taylor, Clerk. 

1809— Jacob Powell, Edmund Griswold, Jona. Hedges, Hugh Spier, 
Selah Reeve, George Monell, William Ross. George Monell, President. 
Wm. Ross, Clerk. 

1810— Jacob Powell, Selah Reeve, Jonathan Fisk, John D. Lawson, 
John Mandeville, James Hamilton, John Chambtrs. James Hamilton, 
President. Aaron Belknap, Clerk. 

1811 — Jacob Powell, George Monell, Seth Belknap, Jonathan Fisk, 
Isaac Belknap, Jr., William II. Smith, John Chambers. Jonathan Fisk, 
President. Aaron Belknap, Clerk. 

1812— Jonathan Fisk, Seth Belknap, Jacob Powell, Georg^ Monell, 
John Chambers, John Harris, Cadwallader Roe. Jonathan Fisk, Presi- 
dent. Aaron Belknap, Clerk. 

181 ;^ — Walter Case, Jacob Powell, John Harris, John Chambers. 
Leonard Carpenter, James Hamilton, John D. Lawson. Walter Case, 
President. Aaron Belknap, Clerk. 
I 1814 — Walter Case, Jacob Powell, John Chambers, John D. Lawson, 

I John Harris, Leonard Carpenter, William Ross. Walter Case, President. 

I Aaron Belknap, Clerk. 

I 1815 — Walter Case, Jacob Powell, John Chambers, John Harris, John 

D. Lawson, Leonard Carpenter, Solomon Sleight. AValter Case, Presi- 
dent. David ^V, Bate, Clerk. 

181G— Isaac Belknap, Francis Crawford, John Anderson, Jr., Jonathan 
Carter, Levi Dodge, Samuel Downing, Henry Walsh. Francis Crawford, 
President. Nathan 0. Sayre, Clerk. 

1817 — Francis Crawford, Thos. Phillips, Jr., Benoni H. Howell,t Isaac 
Belknap, John Anderson, Jr., William Walsh, Samuel Downing. Fran- 
cis Crawford, President. M. R. Griswold, Clerk. 

* Ante page 107,108. f Resigned; bnt resignation not accepted. 
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1818 — Francis Crawford, Thomas Phillips, Jr., Benj. Case, Jr., Selah 
Reeve, Wm. L. Smith, Jacob Carpenter, Jonathan Hedges. Selah Reeve, 
President. M. R. Griswold, Clerk.* 

1819 — Selah Reeve, Thomas Phillips, Jr., William L. Smith, Jonathan 
ITedgos, Samuel Williams, William Seymour, Isaac Belknap. Selah 
Reeve, President. M. R. Griswold, Clerk. 

1820— Selah Reeve, Isaac Belknap, Thos. Phillijis, Jr., Samuel Wil- 
liams, Jonathan Hedges, Wm. Seymour, Wm. L. Smith. Selah Reeve, 
President, M. R. Griswold, Clerk. 

I82l^^elah Reeve. Jonathan Hedges, Samuel Williams, Thos. Phillips, 
Jr., Isaac Belknap, Wm. L. Smith, Francis Crawford. Selah Reeve, 
President. John W. Brown. Clerk. 

1822 — Francis Crawford, Samuel Williams, Isaac Belknap, Thos. Phil- 
lips. Jr., Wm. L. Smith, Alex. Falls, J(mathan Hedges. Francis Craw- 
ford, President. John W. Brown, Clerk. 

1823— Francis Crawford, Isaac Belknap, AVm. L. Smith, Saml. Williams, 
Thos. Phillips, Jr., John Forsyth, Alex. Falls. Francis Crawlord, Presi- 
dent. John W. Brown, Clerk. 

1824— Francis Crawford, Samuel AVilliams, Isaac Belknap, Wm. L. 
Smith, Thos. Phillips, Jr., John Forsyth, Alex. Falls. Francis Crawford, 
President. John W. Brown, Clerk. 

1825 — Francis Crawford, Isaac Belknap, Wm. L. Smith, John Forsyth, 
Samuel Williams, Wro. Walsh, Thos. Phillips, Jr. Francis Crawford, 
President. John AV. Brown, Clerk. 

182G — William Walsh, Samuel Williams, John Forsyth, John Ledyard, 
Robert Lawson, Ward M. Gazlay, Thomas Phillips, Jr. William Walsh, 
President. Benj. H. Mace, Clerk. 

1827 — William Walsh, Robert Lawson, Saml. Williams, John Ledyard, 
John For?yth, Thomas Phillips, Jr., Joseph Iloftinan. William AVals*h, 
President. Benj. H. Mace, Clerk. 

1828 — AVilliam Walsh, Samuel Williams, Robert Lawson, John Led- 
yard, John Forsyth, Joseph Hoffman, Selah Reeve. Robert Lawson, 
President. B. II. Mace, Clerk. 

1820— Selah Reeve, Sam uelAVilliams, Joseph Huffman, William Walsh, 
John Ledyard, David Sands, Samuel it. Sneden. Saml. AVilliams, Pre- 
sident. B. H. Mace, Clerk. 

1830 — David Sands, John Ledyard, David Crawford, Chas. A. Johnes, 
Jackson Oakley, Robert Kelly, Benj. Carpenter. John Ledvard, Presi- 
dent. Wm. B. Wright, Clerk. 

1831 — Saml. Williams, David Crawford, Jackson Oakley, Robert Law- 
son, Benj. Carpenter, Aaron Noyes, Moses II. Belknap. Jackson Oakley, 
President. A. C. Mulliner, Clerk. 

1832 — Saml. Williams, Robert Lawson, David Crawford, Jackson Oak- 
ley, Aaron Noyes, M. II. Belknap, Benj. Carpenter. Moses H. Belknap, 
President. A. C. Mulliner, Clerk. 

1833 — Saml. Williams, Robert Lawson, M. II. Belknap, Benj. Carpen- 
ter, Aaron Noyes, Jackson Oakle}', David Crawford. Moses H. Belknap, 
President. A. C. Mulliner, Clerk. 
1834 — Samuel Williams, M. H. Belknap, Benj Carpenter, David Ci-aw- 

♦ Tlie following singular oath was t4iken by Griswold on entering upon his officiiil 
duties: 

**I, Marvin IX. Griswold, being chosen Clerk of the Corporation of the Villaf?c of New- 
bur^h, do solemnly swear that I will in all things, to the l>est of my knowledge and 
ability, execute and jierform the duties enjoined on me, and that I will not divulge or 
make public any of the procecilings of the Corporation until the same shall be pub- 
lished by them or tlicir order; nor at any time disclose or discover the votes or opinions 
of any member of the said body, unless required to give evidence thereof in a Court of 
Justice. [Signed] M. R. GRISWOLD. 

Sworn and subscribed the 5th day of May, 1818, Jambs Hamilton. 
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ford, Jackson Oakley, Christopher Rcoyc, Eli Ilasbrouck. M. 11. Belknap, 
President. A. C. Mulliner, Clerk. 

1835 — John Lcdyard, Aaron N^yes, Saml. Johnson, Wni. C. Ilasbrouck, 
Minard Harris, John Jamison, Saml. J. Famum. John Ledyaid, Presi- 
dent. Horace Armstrong, Clerk. 

\S'M\ — John Ledyard, Minard Harris, TVm. C. Hasbrouck, Samuel J. 
Famum, Saml. Johnson, Aaron Noyes, George lleeve. John liCdyard, 
President. Horace Armstrong, Clerk. 

1837— John I^edyard, Wm. C. Hasbrouck, Benj. Carpenter, Jackson 
Oakley, Saml. J. Farnum, David Crawford, Chris. Keeve. John Ledyard, 
President. Horace Armstrong, Clerk. 

1838— Moses II. Belknap, Saml. J. Farnum, Wm. C. Hasbrouck, Jack- 
son Oakley, Nathl. Dubois, Robt. Lawson, fiienj. Carpenter. Moses H. 
Belknap, President. Solomon Tuthill, Clerk. 

1831>— M. H. Belknap, Saml. J. Famum, Jackson Oakley, Wm. C. Has- 
brouck, Nathl. Dubois. Odell S. Hathaway, Ilobt. Wardrop. Moses H. 
Belknap, President. S. Tuthill, Clerk. 

1840— M. II. Belknap, S. J. Farnum, T. M. Niven, O. S. Hathaway, 
Nathl. Dubois, Geo. Comwell, Robt. Wardrop. M. H. Belknap, Presi- 
dent. S. Tuthill, Clerk. 

1841— M. H. Belknap, O. S. Hathaway, Nathl. DuBois, Saml. J. Far- 
num, Benj. Carpenter, Benj. F. Buckingham, E. W. Farrington. Moses 
II. Belknap, President. Jackson Oakley, Clerk. 

1842 — Joseph Hoffman, George Reeve, William K. Mailler, Wm. M. 
Wiley, Saml. Johnson, Alex. Whigam, Minard Harris. Minard Harris, 
President. S. C. Parmenter, Clerk. 

1843 — M. H. Belknap, Jos. Hoffman, Benj. Tyler, S. J. Farnum, Jeffer- 
son Roe, Robt. D. Kemp, David W. Gridley. M. H. Belknap, President. 
Stephen B. Brophy, Clerk. 

1844— M. H. Belknap, Jos. Hoffman, Benj. Tyler, Robt. D, Kemp, E. 
W. Farrington, Aikman Spier, Homer Ramsdell. M. 11. Belknap, Presi- 
dent. Jackson Oakley, Clerk. 

1845 — David Crawford, Homer liamsdell, Saml. J. Farnum, Robt. A. 
Forsyth, Wm. L. F. W^arren, Lewis W. Young, Edmund S. Sanxay. S. 
I J. Farnum, President. Jackson Oakley, Clerk. 

I 1840 — Saml. J. Farnum, Lewis W. Young, David Crawford, Homer 

I Ramsdell, Wm. L. F. AV'arren, Robt. A. Forsyth, Aikman Spier. Saml. J. 

Farnum, President. J. Oakley, Clerk. 

1847— Saml. J. Farnum, Wm. L. F. Warren, Itobt. A. Forsyth, Wm. 
I P. C. Smith, Aikman Spier, Homer Ramsdell, David Crawford. Saml. J. 

' Farnum, President. Peter F. Hunn, Clerk. 

I 1848— Saml. J. Farnum, Wm. L. F. Warren, R. A. Forsyth, Aikman 

I Spier, Homer Ramsdell, David Crawford, Wm. P. C. Smith. Saml. J. 

Farnum, President. Jackson Oakley, Clerk. 

1849 — Homer Ramsdell, S. J. Faruum, Wm. L. F. Warren, Lewis D. 
Lockwood, Eli Hasbrouck, Robert A. Forsyth, Lewis W. Young. Saml. 
J. Farnum, President. Jackson Oakle}', Clerk. 
I 1850 — Old Board held over in consequence of an amendment to the 

Act of Incorporation, which changed the time for the annual election. 
I j 1851 — Robert Lawson, Minard Harris, Thornton M. Niven, Henry T. 

McCoun, Saml. J. Farnum, Homer Ramsdell, Eli Hasbrouck. Samuel J. 
Farnum, President. D. G. Niven, Clerk. 

1852— E. W. Farrington, Wm. L. F. Warren, Eli Ilasbrouck, Robert 
Lawson, Chas. Drake, George Gearn, John R. (Jorham. E. W. Farring- 
ton, President. Chas. Halstead, Jr., Clerk. 

1853 — E. W. Farrington, Wm. L. F. Warren, Robert Lawson, Eli Has- 
brouck, Saml. J. Farnum, George Gearn, John R. Gorham. E. W. Far- 
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rinf);ton, President. Chas. Halstcad, Jr., Clerk. 

1854--Eli Hasbrouck, Wm. L. F. Warren, John R. Gurham, Lemuel 

B. Gregory, Franklin Gerard, James H. Mallery, E. 11. Clark. Wm. L. 
F. Warren, President. Chad. Halntead, Jr., Clerk. 

1855 — AV'm. L. F. Warren, Eli Ha.sbrouck. Edwin T. Comstock, Wm. 

E. Peck, Jno. F. Van Nort, Wm. H. Callahan, Chas. H. Doughty. Wm. 
L. F. Warren, President. Chas. Ilalstead, Jr., Clerk. 

185C — Wm. L. F. Warren, Lewis D. Lock wood, George W. Kerr, Jas. 
H. Mallery, F. Gerard, Isaac Wood, Jr.. Edwin T. Comstock. Wm. L. 

F. Warren, President. Chas. Halstead, Jr., Clerk. 

1857— Wm. L. F. Warren, E. W. Farrington, F. Gerard, M. Doyle, U. 
R. Stevens, Robt. Sterling, George Lawson. Wm. L. F. Warren, Pre>i- 
I dent. Chas. Halstead, Jr., Clerk. 

I 1858— AVm. L. F. Warren, E. W. Farrington, E. T. Comstock, U. R. 

j Stevens, M. Doyle, Robert Sterling, Geo. I^wson. Wm. L. F. Warren, 

I President. Chas. Halstead, Jr., Clerk. 

' BOARDS OF EDUCATION. 

1852 — Jno. Reveridge, Rev. Jno. Brown, D. G. Leonard, liCmuel B. 
Gregory, Geo. AV. Kerr. John J. Monell, Hon. Nathl. Jones, Chas. F. V. 
Reeve, Thomas C. King. Jno. Beveridge, President. Nathaniel Jones, 
Clerk. 
' 1853 — Jno. Beveridge, Rev. Jiio. Brown, Rev. Jno. Forsyth, Nathl. 

Jones, Geo. AV. Kerr, J. J. Monell, Thos. C. Ring, D. G. Leonard, L. B. 
Gregory. Jno. Beveridge, President. Nathl. Jones, Clerk. 

1854— Jno. Beveridge, Rev. Jno. Brown, Rev. Jno. Forsyth, Nathaniel 
Jones, Geo. W. Kerr, J. J. Monell, Thos. C. Ring, D. G. LeonarJ, L. B. 
Gregory. Jno. Beveridge, President. Nathl. Jones, Clerk. 

1855 — Jno. Beveridge, Rev. Jno. Brown, Rev. Jno. Forsyth, Thos. C. 
Ring, Nathl. Jones, D. G. I^eonard, Jno. S. Thayer, Dr. Wm. A. M. Cul- 
bert, Jacob Brown. John Beveridge, President. Nathl. Jones, Clerk. 

185G — Jno. Beveridge, Rev. Jno. Brown, Rev. Jno. Forsyth, Hon. N. 
Jones, Dr. W. A. M. Culbert, Samuel Williams, Orville M. Smith, Thos. 

C. Ring, D. G. Leonard. Jno. Beveridge, President. N. Jones, Clerk. 
1857— Jno. Beveridge, Rev. Jno. Brown, Rev. Jno. Forsyth, Samuel 

Williams, D. G. Leonard, Dr. W. A. M. Culbert, 0. M. Smith, Jas. R. 
j Dickson, E. M. Ruttenbcr. Jno. Beveridge, President. Nathl. Jones, 

Clerk. Messrs. Beveridge and Culbert resigned in the course of the year, 
i and their places were filled by George Clark and Thomas C. Rin;;. 

I 1858 — Rev. Jno. Brown, Rev. Jno. Forsyth, Saml. Williams, James R. 

Dickson, E. M. Ruttenber, Georure Clark, Thomas Beveridge John K. 

Lawson, E. A. Brewster. Rev. Jno. Forsyth, President. IL S. Banks, 

Clerk. Rev. Jno. Brown resigned, and Thomas George was appointed to 

fill the vacancy. 



SEAL OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 
The official Seal of the Board of Trustees, was adopted June 7, 1819. 
It is described by Mr. William Rollinson, of New York, by whom it was 
engraved, as follows: "The figure is a representation of the Deity of the 
Hudson, or a River God (Aquarius, the water-beai er,) according to Hea- 
then Mythology, pouring forth the river from his urn, and bearing in his 
right hand an antique Rudder of a vessel, as an emblem of the extensive 
navigation and commerce of the river ; and the Hudson is designated by 
the arms of the State of New York being blazoned upon the Rudder — 
which 1 believe corresponds with the idea communicated to me.'' This 
description is rather crude, but it was approved by the Board and enter- 
ed upon its minutes. 
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SMALL BILLS. 

In 1814, tbe Bourd of TrusteeiJ* authorized the iwuc of ^^Sjdall BWU ^ov 
, ■ circulntiiif^ medium^ uf the folluwiii;? denounnatiotiJi*, viz ; Uric; crnt, two 
' centi!, tlireii oefit8, six an<J t*ne ^larter cenU, twelve and ona ha]t conlJ«i 
twcntV'iive centfl, and filty cent* in tbti foMowiiig wordj*^ vVa: 



"TV Corporation of Iht VUiagr of yrwburi^h promitt to pay thf bfarrr i 

Ctntt^ in mrrtni hiU* tit iht Baw (^ jVftpfrureA. By order of the TruMtttt, i 

"Dattd, AVfP. H, IMU. A. BELKNAP, Cltrkr 

These bilU were sold tobusine.^ men And otiior-*, and tho money wbiclj 
WW recoived for tbem wm< depoi^ited in tbe Bank of Newburgli for tbeir I 

redemption* ^3,<.M> or S^jOtX) was put in cireulalion in this way, *nd | 

WW of great convenience to the public. The bills were diMiontinued in 
ISIO, and tlie amount then ont^itandin;^ was purchased by ^Ir. Belknap, i 

he agreeing to provide for their redemption. 



LOSS OF THE SCIIOOXEU COL. CROCKETT. - 

TAPT. ORLANDO If, Al'^TrN- 

This vessel sailed from Ncwburgh on the 20th June, IH^'^on a trading 
Toy age to the coast of Africa and the ncigbbf>ring lafands. In May last, 
she entered Dt^lngo river and fiaiM up tbat Rtream nearly 100 miles, where 
the captain opened a trade with the natives, and having succeeded in 
completinj?: a valuaNo cargo of ivory, gold duflt, w*trich leathers, lihellri, 
ebony wood, &.q.^ was returning to the Bay, with the Intention of return- 
ing immediately home, when tbe vessel unfortunately^ grounded on a bar 
at the mouth of iIil* river On her way down tbe river, most of the orew 
were taken nick with tbe fever of the country, and the remainder were 
unable to haul oJF the vesflel Tbe captain and a part of tbe crew then 
attempted to proceed in a boat for assiatancv to the Portuguese wttlement 
at English river, *>0 miles from the place of tbe disa^ster, but they ermld 
not pass the surf. Mr, Reed, tbe i^econd mate, then volunteered lo ac- 
company ttte captain over land. It was unfortunately determined to go 
unarmed, s^> as To afford the nativt>s \t^A temptation for molesting tbcm. 
At first they were treated kind]y, but towards night, after traveling about 
35 mileii, the ftavagest fell upon tbem with f*i*ears, killed tbe captain and 
wounded the mate &q severely that the}- suppo<:ed him to be alfMJ deaLh 
Mr, Keed stated that he pre;;<enteil his side and received nio^t of the 
npearpf in bU arm. One, however, ^struck bim near liis eye, and ho for a 
time became senseless. On his recovery bo observed the negroes catting 
up and roasting and making their supper on the body of the captain. He 
lay still until the cannibaU fell asleep — then crept into the bu^i^bes and 
made his escape lo tbe aehooner, which he reached in a miserable condi- 
tion. A few days after the return of Mr. Reed with the melancholy 
intelligence of tbe death of Capt. Austin, Mr. Daniel Wood, ol Pough- 
keeps ie, chief mate, Ilol)ert McTurk, Robert Blniney, and John Fowler, 
a colored seaman, all of this village, died of fever. A part of thf* fiurvi- 
vora, after burying their dead companiomj in the Hand of the beach, again 
took the yawl, and making another attempt, Hucceeded in getting through 
tbe surf and rt-acbing the settlement on KngMsb river, from whence a boat 
wan sent to the schooner which returned with the sick that were left on 
boar<]. The Governor aub,sequently de^^pitchcd a boat to tho wreck to 
save the cargo. It was loaded with some of the most valuable art id en, 
but in retumingj the boat swamped, and all on board perished. Only 
three of tbe lichooner'ei crew ft^rvivc, viz: Charles Wilson, (shipped in a 
foreign port,) David Baker, a lad, the only iKjrson living of the crew that 
left this village in 1833, and David IleoJ, the second mate, who not having 
au^ciently recovered from bis wounds and the fever, remained at Delagu 
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Bay. Wilson and Baker went on board the English iron steamer Nemesis, 
and subsequently got on board of a Stonington whale ship, which arrived 
last week. Baker got back to this village on Thursday. 

Capt. Austin and Mr. Wood were highly esteemed by the citizens of 
this village. They made several voyages in the ships Portland and Illi- 
nois, in the employ of the Newburgh Whaling company. On their return 
from the last cruize of these ships, they projected the voyage, the melan- 
choly result of which we have above recorded, and which, until the 
schooner grounded at the bar of the river on her return, had been very 
successful : her cargo at the time being worth ^20,000 or S30,00(). The 
crew had not experienced any sickness on the coast until a few days pre- 
vious to that unfortunate occurrence. There was no insurance on the 
vessel or on the cargo, which was owned by Capt. Austin, Mr. AVood, and 
two or three citizens of this village. — Newburgh Journal^ March G, 1841. 
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CnRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 

1609 — Mahakenghtuc river discovered by Hudson. 

1C52 — Hostilities commenced by Esopus Indians. 

ICGO — First Esopus (or Indian) War. 

1GC3 — Second Esopus War. 

1G85 — Lands extending from the Paltz to Stony Point purchased from 
the Indians by Qov. Dongan. 

1694 — Lands purchased by Gov. Dongan patented to Capt, John Evans 
under the title of "Manor of Fletcherdon." 

1699 — Evans' Patent vacated by an Act of the Assembly. 

1709 — Palatine emigrants assigned lands near Quassaick creek. 

1710 — Precinct of Highland established by an order of the Court of 
Sessions of Ulster county, as a Court district. 

1719 — Lands at Quassaick patented to Palatine emigrants — including a 
Glebe of 500 acres for the support of a Lutheran minister: Settlement 
designated, "The Palatine Parish by Quassaick." 

1733 — First Church erected by Lutherans. 

1743 — Newburgh Plot laid out by Alexander Colden : First application 
of the name of Newburgh to the settlement. 

1743 — Ferry established by charter to Alexander Colden. 

1744 — Precinct of Highland erected by an Act of the Assembl}', and 
Supervisor and other officei-s elected. 

1747 — Members of the Church of England elected Trustees of Glebe, 
and the Church edifice closed against the Lutheran minister. 

1752 — First Patent for Glebe surrendered and the Second Patent issu- 
ed, confirming income of Glebe to Church of England : Settlement desig- 
nated, "The Parish of Newburgh." 

1703 — Precinct of Highland divided, and the Precinct of Newburgh 
and the Precinct of New Windsor erected therefrom. 

1769 — Seventeen buildings on the site of the present Village. 

1775— Committee of Safety appointed. 

1782 — Washington's Head Quartei's established at Newburgh. 

1783 — Army disbanded. 

1794 — J*iesbytcrians elected Trustees of Glebe: Organization of St. 
George's Church broken up by the Revolution. 

1796 — First newspaper, "The Newburgh Packet," printed. 

179G— Newburgh J^ost Office established. 

1798 — The Town of Newburgh erected. 

1800— The Village of Newburgh incorporated. 

1805 — Glebe charter amended, and income applied to the support of 
Schools. 
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